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Editorial 
 

It is impossible to look at the war raging in the Ukraine between Ukraine and 

Russia, and not be in awe of how God makes men act against their own best 

interests to bring out His plan for the earth.  We simply watch in amazement 

at the Divine action in the war currently raging in Ukraine.   

 

Clearly, the war has not gone according to its intended plan. The war is now 

in its third month, when American strategists speculated that Ukraine would 

surrender in but a few days.  But Russia has been bogged down by their own 

ineptness, along with far more resistance than was expected that the Ukrainian 

people could put up.  In all these things, we see the divine hand of God, 

working to bring about His intended purposes. 

 

The Ukraine circumstances have been divinely guided for over 1000 years, so 

that we can see God’s hands in all these recent decisions should come as no 

surprise, though the world looks on in utter disbelief that this can happen in 

the 21st Century.  The Secretary General of the United Nations, Antonio 

Guterres recently expressed exactly this disbelief, as he lamented the United 

Nations inability to stop this war while touring the damage in Kiev.  He said: 

“When I see those destroyed buildings, I must say what I feel. I imagined 

my family in one of those houses that is now destroyed and black,” the 

secretary general said to journalists in the town of Borodyanka, one of 

the three war-torn towns he visited. “I see my granddaughters running 

away in panic, part of the family eventually killed.” 

 

“The war is an absurdity in the 21st century,” Guterres said. “The war is 

evil.” 

 

The world thinks this is bad.  Obviously, they have no idea as to what is about 

to be unleashed upon them, first from the European and Russian powers as 

Daniel’s image takes its place in the earth, and then by the Rainbowed Angel, 

who destroys that image.  But God’s hand is in it all. 

 

Now when a war is going as apparently badly as it has for Russia, one might 

expect the aggressor to reconsider their position, and maybe give up, or 

retreat, or sue for peace.  But the American President Joe Biden, has made 

sure that will not happen.  There is probably no cost that Russia is not now 

willing to pay to see the completion of their task.  CNBC reported the 

following in early April, 2022: 

“President Joe Biden on Monday called for evidence to be gathered to 

put Russian leader Vladimir Putin on trial for war crimes related to his 

nation’s invasion of Ukraine. 
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“‘He is a war criminal,’ Biden said of Putin, on the heels of reports of 

mass killings of civilians by Russian-controlled troops in the town of 

Bucha, northwest of Ukraine’s capital of Kyev. 

 

“‘This guy is brutal, and what’s happening in Bucha is outrageous and 

everyone’s seen it,’ Biden told reporters, a day after video and still 

images revealed the town’s streets littered with dead bodies. 

 

“‘I think it is a war crime. ... He should be held accountable.’” 

 

These comments make it impossible for President Putin to back down from 

Ukraine, or to try and reach any other settlement besides complete victory.  

There can be no doubt that President Putin does not intend to find his dead 

body shot and strung up, upside down in the town square as Benito Mussolini, 

or to have his head thrown over the wall like Sheba, son of Bichri.  President 

Biden has made sure that President Putin will fight to the last Russian, if 

necessary, to accomplish God’s prophesy. 

 

Also, President Biden has made sure that the losses among the Ukrainian 

people will be horrendous.  President Putin, knowing what the price of failure 

will be,  must feel like there is no longer any need to hold back on anything 

necessary for victory, and the price he will exact from the Ukrainians. 

 

Before this war began, we heard a retired American military officer, Colonel 

Douglas Macgregor who was a strategist for the US armed services during 

the Gulf War, explain that the United States should not arm Ukraine unless 

they are prepared to put American soldiers on the ground in defense of 

Ukraine.  Anything short of American troops, he said, will result in massive 

casualties to Ukrainian soldiers and citizens, who will not be able to 

withstand the Russian advances.  At this point Colonel Macgregor looks 

prophetic.  Ukraine has been successful in slowing the Russian advance in 

Kiev, but at a tremendous cost to the infrastructure and to the population.  

And they have been utterly unsuccessful in battling Russian forces in the 

south along the vital coast lines of the Black Sea, as well as in the Donbas 

regions of the east.   

 

Colonel MacGregor suggests that Russia is drawing the Ukrainians, who by 

staving off Russia in Kiev, have a false sense of superiority now, to the 

Donbas region.  He claims that the Ukrainians are taking the bait, moving 

their best troops into the east.  But instead of fighting through buildings and 
cities in Kiev, the fighting in the East will now be in open fields.  The battle 

will be more conventional, artillery against artillery sort of fighting.  And in 

the east, Russia will have a very short supply line in order to maintain their 

forces, while Ukraine, who has spent their own weapons and are relying on 
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weapons from the US, and other Nato countries, will have a long supply line 

from Poland to eastern Ukraine.   

 

Colonel Macgregor claims that after Russia has defeated the Ukrainian’s 

best armies which have been moved to the East, there will be little to stop 

them from taking the whole country.  Is he right?  Of course we have no way 

of knowing.  We know that ultimately, Ukraine works with Moscow and 

Siberia to form a union of European States, a third Roman Empire, as it 

were, led by a Russian in Constantinople, to come down upon the mountains 

of Israel.  Is this the time?  Who can say? 

 

What we can say is that Ukraine is paying a very heavy price, fighting a war 

it seemed unlikely that they could win.  Why?  Does it have anything to do 

with the massacre of Jews Ukraine accomplished in World War 2?  In World 

War Two, 6 million Jews were executed.  Of that total, 1.6 million, or nearly 

a quarter of all Jews killed, were killed in Ukraine.  They weren’t put on 

trains and taken off somewhere.  They were simply pulled out of their 

houses, shot by a gun, and buried near heir residence.  It was called in 

history, “holocaust by bullet.”   As the Ukrainians buried their dead in their 

yards, as shown recently on TV, one couldn’t help but reflect on this terrible 

tragedy of World War Two, and the involvement of Ukrainians in that 

particular terror. 

Exod. 34:6-7  “And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, 

The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 

abundant in goodness and truth,  Keeping mercy for thousands, 

forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means 

clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 

and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth 

generation.”  

 

Is this what we are watching?  Or is it a practice run for Russia, to point out 

their army is not properly trained, and help them improve what they need to 

be for an advance into Israel.  I heard one American General speaking of the 

Cruiser that Russia lost to a British anti-ship missile.  The General said that 

the ship was outfitted with a defense system that should have been able to 

defeat the missile.  That it didn’t, shows that Russia has spent a lot of money 

improving their military equipment, but not enough time teaching people 

how to use it.  Or are there other lessons?  Time will tell. 

 

We can easily now, look back in history, and trace just how God was going to 
cause the Ros, of Ros, Mosc, and Tobl in Ezekiel 38 to come down against 

the mountains of Israel, as His prophets prophesied some 2700 years ago.   

 

Ros, which is the land of Ukraine as we showed in the March 2022 issue of 

The Berean, is shown by the river of that name, and that fact that the Russian 
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people look at Central Ukraine as their homeland.  This view of Ukraine 

became fundamental to the Russian people around 1000 AD.  This area is 

considered the birthplace of the Russians.  Whether or not that is actually true, 

is not really relevant, because that is what the Russians believe.  And they 

believe it because of a man, who around  950 AD., brought Russia onto the 

world’s stage in a major way.  The man was a Pagan born prince of the Rus, 

born and raised in Kiev, and known in history as Vladimir I, or Vladimir the 

Great.   

 

He was generally known as a barbarian, to the civilized world, a dedicated 

Pagan in every sense of the word, including the use of human sacrifice.  But 

the world’s attitude towards him changed when he conquered all of Ukraine, 

Belarus, Muscovy and Siberia, and united these regions into Russia as one, 

very large empire. 

 

Having obtained great power, Vladimir turned his attentions south, towards 

the Byzantine Empire whose capital was Constantinople.  He conquered 

holdings of the Byzantine Empire in Crimea, getting the attention of the 

Emperor, Basil II.  This Byzantium empire, also known as the Eastern Roman 

Empire was, as we know from the fulfillment of Bible prophesy, struggling 

greatly at this time.  Rome itself had already been destroyed by the work of 

the Barbarians of the first four trumpet blasts of Revelations 8, and had been 

finally conquered by the Barbarians in AD 476.   

 

Now it was the Eastern half’s turn to be destroyed by God’s avenging angels, 

in the fifth and sixth trumpets of Revelations 9.  Mohammad the Great, the 

fifth trumpet of Revelations had reached the fulfillment of his prophesy, he 

and his successors having antagonized the Byzantian holdings in the Middle 

East for 300 years from 600 AD to 900 AD; and now the sixth trumpet had 

begun to blow.  This trumpet, which would ultimately collapse the Byzantium 

Empire, introduced the four angels from beyond the Euphrates, that is the 

Mongols, and had begun taking aim directly at Byzantium, which of course, 

is modern day Turkey.  In preparation for the work of the four angels—sort 

of a sowing of discord and softening up what was left of the Byzantium 

Empire—the Mongol Togrel Beg was in the process of antagonizing the 

regions leading up to Constantinople.  Also, as the western half of the Roman 

empire recovered as the Holy Roman Empire, they were putting military 

pressure on Byzantium as well.  And the Byzantine Emperor, Basil II needed 

help in defending Constantinople.  He requested it, and got it from the Pagan, 

Vladimir I.   
 

But the help came with conditions.  Basil II had to give his sister, Anne, to 

Vladimir for a wife.  And also as a condition to Vladimir, Vladimir had to be 

baptized a Christian, and convert the Rus to Christianity.  This he did at the 

point of the sword, making the former Pagan Temple of the Slavs into Greek 
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Orthodox styled cathedrals, and they became a part of the Constantinople 

Church. 

 

So Vladimir was baptized in Crimea, and there is a Cathedral called 

Vladimir’s Cathedral now built on the spot of his baptism.  I point this out to 

show why it was so important to the Russians to take Crimea, back in 2014.  

It is the very root of their so called Christian church.  Within 50 years of 

Vladimir’s death, the schism between Rome and Constantinople occurred, and 

the Kievian Rus remained with Constantinople, and what became known as 

Greek Orthodox Church.   

 

Now we look forward 400 years to the fall of Constantinople to the Mehmed 

II, Sultan of the Turks in 1453.  This was the end of the Byzantium empire.  

Constantinople, which had been called the second Rome, after Rome had 

fallen to the Barbarians, now itself had fallen to “the infidels.”   Part of the 

reason for the Kievan Rus of the Ukraine to identify and stay with the 

Constantinople Church, rather than to identify with Roman Catholicism, was 

an argument that God couldn’t be supportive of Rome, since Rome had fallen 

to the Barbarians.   Yet now the Kievan Rus were faced with the fact that 

Constantinople had fallen to the Moslems, and the St. Sophia Basilica, the 

principal cathedral of the Greek Orthodox Church, had been turned into a 

mosque.   

 

The idea then began to be introduced that Moscow, the home of the Russian 

leader of the Greek Orthodox churches, was the third Rome.  Rome (the first 

Rome) fell to Theodoric and the Ostrogoths.  Constantinople (the second 

Rome) fell to Mehmed and the Turks, while Moscow was said to never fall, 

as it was also considered prophetically to be the New Jerusalem. 

 

Thus, the Russian Orthodox section of the Greek Orthodox Church became 

the most powerful part of the orthodox church, extending its reach to 

neighboring countries.  Even today, the numbers of Russian Orthodox looking 

to Moscow, and Greek Orthodox churches looking to Istanbul or 

Constantinople, are the same.  The Russia Orthodox church lost its land and 

much influence in the time of the Soviet Union, but was allowed to continue 

through the time of the Soviet Empire which, while discouraging religion in 

general, did give some comfort to the Russian Orthodox Church.   

 

Now we come to our modern problems.  In 1992, the iron curtain collapsed.  

Russian satellite states began to seek different associations, such as different 
military relationships which included membership in NATO, and different 

economic relationships which included membership in the EU.  Russia 

discouraged all these things, but the real problems began when, in 2006, the 

Russian Orthodox Church of Estonia, (a former Soviet satellite state) sought 

and received separation from the Russian Orthodox Church to the Greek 
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Orthodox Church, under the name of the Estonian Orthodox Church.  This 

caused a fracturing among the Orthodox assemblies, and for a short while, the 

Russian Orthodox and the Greek Orthodox Churches were out of fellowship 

with each other.  Moscow eventually, if reluctantly, relented and fellowship 

was reestablished among the Orthodox Churches.  Then in 2018, the Greek 

Orthodox Church again granted separation to the Russian Orthodox Churches 

in Ukraine who wanted to align themselves with the Greek Orthodox Church.  

This caused another cessation of fellowship which continues to this day. 

 

In acknowledging the separation in 2018, the Greek Orthodox leadership 

pointed to the recent (2006) but similar events in Estonia, and stated that they 

believed the separation between the Orthodox Churches would be brief.  The 

Russian Church assured them that they never accepted the Estonian Orthodox 

Church as a separation from the Russian Church, nor would they accept a 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church under the leadership of the Greek Orthodox.  This 

is a major concern in this current war.  Russia sees its influence militarily, 

economically, and now culturally under attack.  They can’t see any solution, 

but to put such separations to an end. 

 

The recent need (speaking from a Scriptural point of view now) for Russian 

aggression to unify Ukraine back to Russia was both allowed and aggravated 

by the actions of the United States in Ukraine.  This began almost 

immediately, with the break up of the Soviet Union.  President George H. W. 

Bush went to Kiev, and encouraged Ukraine not to sever relations with Russia 

and embrace Western Europe, as he feared this action would antagonize 

Russia.  But Ukraine at the time, that is, in 1991, had 1700 nuclear war heads, 

biological weapons facilities, and huge quantities of conventional arms.  Its 

nuclear arsenal was the third largest arsenal in the world, at that time.  Ukraine 

could have defended itself, if it had antagonized Russia.  Still, such was the 

discouraging work of President Bush the Elder. 

 

Then, in 1994, under President Bill Clinton, the United States, Britain, and 

Russia signed the Budapest Agreement with Ukraine, which guaranteed them 

that if they gave up their Nukes—sent them back to Russia—these nations 

would not attack Ukraine.  We know now, how well that has worked out.  The 

Budapest agreement also implied, if not stated that these nations would come 

to Ukraine’s defense.  But the wording is vague, and the US and Britain claim 

that there is no such requirements, while Ukrainians argue there is.  Either 

way, we see no nations coming to the defense of Ukraine. 

 
Ukraine greatly increased their vulnerability under the presidency of Barack 

Obama.  President Obama believed it was futile to defend Ukraine, as Ukraine 

would always be a client state of Russia.  In fact, in his final State of the Union 

address, he actually called them a “client state of Russia,” to the chagrin of 
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many in his own party.  The following was written of him in the Atlantic, 

explaining  why he was reluctant to give Ukraine armaments: 

Until the 2014 Maidan Revolution, one could argue that the security and 

stability of Ukraine was an important but not vital American interest. 

President Obama and others believed that although there were some 

American interests in Ukraine, for Russia Ukraine was a “core” interest, 

making it “vulnerable to military domination by Russia no matter what 

we do.”—Jeffrey Goldberg, “The Obama Doctrine,” The Atlantic, April 

2016. 

 

President Obama was further instrumental in setting up a situation for Bible 

prophesy to come true.  During his time as Senator from Illinois in 2005, he 

worked hard to leave Ukraine defenseless: 

Ukraine left defenseless: 

Daily Mail, March 2014  “As a U.S. senator, Barack Obama won $48 

million in federal funding to help Ukraine destroy thousands of tons of 

guns and ammunition – weapons which are now unavailable to the 

Ukrainian army as it faces down Russian President Vladimir Putin 

during his invasion of Crimea. In August 2005, just seven months after 

his swearing-in, Obama traveled to Donetsk in Eastern Ukraine with 

then-Indiana Republican Senator Dick Lugar, touring a conventional 

weapons site. The two met in Kiev with President Victor Yushchenko, 

making the case that an existing Cooperative Threat Reduction Program 

covering the destruction of nuclear weapons should be expanded to 

include artillery, small arms, anti-aircraft weapons, and conventional 

ammunition of all kinds. After a stopover in London, the senators 

returned to Washington and declared that the U.S. should devote funds 

to speed up the destruction of more than 400,000 small arms, 1,000 anti-

aircraft missiles, and more than 15,000 tons of ammunition.” 

 

All this was necessary so that Ukraine would be in the position she is in today, 

to be unable to defend herself against Russia.  Consider, if you will for a 

moment the hand of God in all this.  Ukraine didn’t have to give up her huge 

arsenal of weaponry.  But she did.  And in doing so, she got nothing in return, 

except what we know now to be an invasion by an overwhelmingly powerful 

foe. 

 

But while President Obama did nothing to aggravate Russia, with his sort of 

acknowledged position that Ukraine was always going to be a client state of 

Russia, the Biden Administration took a different view.  They took the 
position, through intrigue with the President’s son, to encourage Ukraine to 

separate themselves more and more from Russia, raising the stakes to Russia, 

and really forcing what we see going on today.   
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 So let’s consider what the war in Ukraine has done to prospects of developing 

an alliance of the French and German peoples of Europe with Russia.  On the 

surface, the war in Ukraine appears to have greatly strengthened the NATO 

alliance, an alliance we know must be dissolved at least by the beginning of 

the great wars of God Almighty.  The US, Britain and Canada, cannot be in 

alliance with Germany and France.   But the question is whether or not the 

populations of Germany and France will endure the pain that will be necessary 

to carry on their current trend of isolating Russia, or will the population force 

a different path. 

 

We already know a little about that.  We have seen how, in the French 

Presidential elections, the candidates had been whittled down to two.  

Emanual Macron is the incumbent French President and very supportive of 

the EU and NATO, but the second place winner in the run up election was 

Marine Le Penn, a populace candidate, who is very pro France.  And her 

policies are anti EU, anti immigrant, and in the past, her campaign has been 

funded almost entirely, by Russia.  That she finished second in the balloting 

in the run up election to today, is amazing in view of Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine. 

 

Europe as a whole is entirely dependent on Russia for energy.  They are 

dependent on Russia oil for gasoline, natural gas for their homes and 

businesses, and even nuclear energy for their power plants.  Estimates in 

Germany are that they could become independent of Russian energy in three 

years, but not without creating such a hardship in other European countries, 

that it would tear the EU apart.   

 

Prices are skyrocketing in Germany due to the war in Ukraine.  Germany (the 

nation, not the individuals—they are paying more) is paying about 25% more 

for oil, and will pay around 75% more for natural gas this year, enriching 

Russia at a time when the nations claim to be sanctioning Russia over her 

actions.  The question on everyone’s mind is, how long will the population do 

this?  Like in the United States, and due to all the nations increasing their 

money supply, Germany was experiencing 5% inflation before the war.  Now 

inflation is growing much worse.  These things are destabilizing governments 

all over the world, as evidenced by Le Penn’s showing in France. 

 

We heard a TV commentator recently refer to the growing financial crisis 

world wide, and ask the question, how many wars have been sparked by a 

financial crisis.  He answered his own question:  all of them!  And while the 
western nations are probably in the best position to weather the coming 

financial storm, they will not be able to do so without drawing the ire of the 

world against them.  Hence the Tarshish powers will ask the northern King, 

“art thou come to take a spoil.” 
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The Frog Spirits of socialism always makes the point that the wealthy have 

money because they stole it from the poor.  This will be a part of the cry that 

comes from the mouth of the Russian Dragon, the European Beast, and the 

Catholic False Prophet to draw the nations to the battle of the great day of God 

Almighty. 

 

So while there may be a temporary loosening of the alliance between Russia 

and Magog and Gomer, while the war in Ukraine rages on, ultimately those 

states will know that it is in the financial best interests of the states to make 

peace with Russia, cast in their lots with them, as a way of easing the financial 

strains coming, which will be the result of years of socialism.  As former 

Prime Minister of Britain, Margaret Thatcher used to say, the problem with 

socialism is that eventually you run out of other people’s money.  What she 

didn’t speculate on, is how ugly the world will get when, through the 

misguided principles of socialism, these nations do run out of money.  

 

It will take no time at all, for the very pro Russia powers in Germany and 

France, powers which greatly influenced both nations last elections, to reverse 

the current course these nations are on.  These are the sorts of changes we may 

not see, till the return of Christ.  What we are seeing today, should be enough 

to convince any reasonable person that God is continuing to work out His plan 

for the earth.  Why did Ukraine not seek closer relations with Europe when 

the Soviet Empire broke up, Ukraine was at its strongest, and Russia, its 

weakest?  Why did Ukraine give up its nuclear weapons when asked to do so?  

Why did Ukraine give up tons of small arms, rendering itself defenseless, 

when it knew, better than all others, the nature of Russia? 

 

All this happened against all odds and wisdom, because God created the 

circumstances in the earth necessary for it to happen.  We read in the 

Scriptures how God “hardened the heart” of leaders, that they should do 

certain things.  What God did was not to force men to do things against their 

best interests, but rather, He created circumstances which enticed men to 

follow their own greed, to their own destruction, accomplishing the things 

God prophesied of them. 
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Signs of the Times 
 

Over the course of the last two issues, in response to a request for a detailed 

explanation of Ezekiel 38, we have identified the King of the North 

represented by the list of names in that chapter.  The European Confederation, 

led by Russia, along with the Shi’ite Moslems of the northern crescent over 

Israel make up that alliance. 

 

When Gog leads his forces onto the mountains of Israel, he will be met by a 

powerful foe.  A foe so powerful that it is able to resist Gog’s first advance, 

and make Gog reluctant to reenter the land, causing God to set forces in place 

to force Russia down upon Israel.  In Ezekiel 38, we read this of Gog: 

Ezek. 38:4  “And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and 

I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of 

them clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great company with 

bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords:” 

 

This Gogian foe is so powerful that it turned back the Northern Hosts’ initial 

advance into the land so ferociously, that Gog had no desire to return.  God 

puts hooks in the Northern King’s jaws to pull him, like one might pull a fish 

out of the water, or like a farmer in the old days may have moved a pig; to 

bring Russia back down into the land.  

 

This southern foe is so powerful that Israel lets down her guard against her 

sworn enemies, dwelling in unwalled villages. 

Ezek. 38:11  “And thou [Gog] shalt say, I will go up to the land of 

unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all 

of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates.”  

 

It has been suggested that the King of the North will actually provide this level 

of security to Israel, so no powerful southern king is required by the prophesy.  

This is said to be after the type of King Ahaz who appealed to the Assyrian 

King Tiglathpileser, to be delivered from Israel’s Ten Tribe Kingdom and 

Syria.   

1 Kings 16:7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, 

saying, I am thy servant and thy son: come up, and save me out of the 

hand of the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of Israel, which 

rise up against me. 

 

But what was the result of that alliance? 
2 Chron. 28:20  “And Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria came unto him, 

and distressed him, but strengthened him not.”  

 

Or as the NET version translates it: 
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2Ch 28:20  “King Tiglath-pileser of Assyria came, but he gave him more 

trouble than support.” 

 

Do we think Israel does not know her own history?  Remember what Prime 

Minister Netanyahu told the US Congress, when they were legitimizing Iran.  

He reminded them of Esther, and told them that if they did not help Israel, 

help would come from another, quoting Mordecai to them. 

 

Israel does know her history.  When the Russian borders finally opened 

allowing Jews to immigrate from Russia with the fall of the Iron Curtain, 1.6 

million Jews left Russia.  61% of them went to Israel.  Who can believe that 

these Jews long to again fall under the protection of Russia. 

 

Next, it is suggested in some quarters that the turning back of the Northern 

Host has already occurred, in the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in 1917.  The 

Ottoman, we are told had its capital in Istanbul (Constantinople) which is the 

true seat of the dragon power of Revelations 16, and  therefore the northern 

host has already been turned back. 

 

That this is an obvious misapplication is apparent on many fronts.  First and 

most importantly, World War I was not in any way, “the time of the end.”  

The push of the King of the South against the King of the North is specifically 

identified in Daniel 11 as occurring at “the time of the end.” 

Dan. 11:40    “And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push 

at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, 

with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall 

enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.  

 

This is the same event as described in Ezekiel 38:4, minus the turning back.  

But the outcome is the same.  The southern king pushes, and turns back the 

northern king, who then comes again against him like a cloud to cover the 

land and crushes the Southern King. 

 

Secondly to the point that the Ottoman was not the King of the North of 

Ezekiel 38, we look at his alliances.  He did not control the nations delineated 

to the Northern Hosts to control.  In fact he was their enemy.  He was an 

enemy to Russia (Rosh, Mosc, and Tubl.)  He was an enemy of France 

(Gomer).  He was an enemy of Rome (the False Prophet).  Though he 

controlled them, he was even very much hated of the Shi’ite Moslems.  It is 

impossible to look at the Sultan and imagine him, in World War I, to be 
anything but the Euphrates, whose waters had to be dried up. 

 

Lastly, the Dragon power of Constantinople is a Greek Orthodox Christian 

power.  The Ottomans were Moslem.  And the Ottoman, during World War I, 

considered the Greek Orthodox inhabitants of the Ottoman Empire to be a 
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fifth column for the enemy, and engaged in genocide against them, 

particularly against the Armenian Christians who were nearly obliterated.   

 

For the above reasons, the drying up of the Euphrates which the British 

accomplished against the Ottoman Empire in World War I cannot possibly be 

the push of the Tarshish power against the King of the North in the time of 

the end. 

 

Now, a large part of the reason that the push of Britain against the Ottoman 

Empire in World War I is regarded as the push of Ezekiel and Daniel against 

the King of the North, is that some are convinced that Britain is Tarshish, but 

Britain today is in no shape to play the role of Tarshish.  And further, based 

upon the treachery of Britain towards Israel in the events leading up to and 

during World War II, Israel would never allow Britain to play the role of 

Tarshish.  

 

This belief that Britain must be Tarshish comes from reading bro. John 

Thomas, who consistently identified Britain as such.  But if we look at what 

he actually said, we can clearly see who Tarshish is.  First, did bro. Thomas 

say that Britain was definitely Tarshish.  The clear answer is no.  He wrote: 

“In contemplating Solomon, and the things related to him, as 

representative of the substance at the epoch of Christ’s manifestation, we 

are naturally led to inquire, where are Sheba and Tarshish, and the 

Gentile power in friendly connection with Israel? We must wait till the 

actual appearance of the greater than Solomon to see things in 

contemporary manifestation; but as Sheba, Tarshish, and Tyre existed 

before Solomon's reign, we may even now cast about and see if anything 

obtains in relation to them at all likely to correspond with their 

representative relations of the olden time.”  BThe Destiny of the British 

Empire 

 

Here then, we have bro. Thomas’ clear exposition that we won’t know who 

will play the roles of Tarshish, her young lions, Sheba, and Dedan, to which 

we could add Tyre,  Moab,  Ammon, and Edom; until we reach the events 

contemporary with the return of Christ.  Bro. Thomas believed that the he was 

in the last days, circa 1867,  As he “cast about” during his lifetime,  he could 

see that there was a nation in a perfect position at that time, to play the 

Biblically defined role of Tarshish. 

 

What was the Biblically defined role of Tarshish?  He defined it as the richest 
nation in the world, the greatest trading nation in the world, the greatest navy 

in the world, and a nation from outside the Middle East who becomes the great 

protector of Israel. 

 



234 

 

In the 1860s, Britain was all these things except the great protector of Israel.  

But their involvement through the East Indian Tea Company gave her a 

peculiar interest in the Middle East which ultimately resulted, as bro. Thomas 

suggested, in Britain reestablishing the Jews upon the mountains of Israel.    

 

But if we “cast about” in our modern contemporary times, would we come to 

the same conclusion as bro,. Thomas did in the 1860s?  The clear answer is 

no.  Today, the United States is all the things that Britain was in the 1860s.  

They are clearly the richest nation in the world, they have clearly the greatest 

navy in the world, they are the greatest trading nation in the world; and much 

more than Britain in the 1860s, they are Israel’s protection against all her foes. 

 

In our contemporary times, the United States is the only nation which Israel 

could trust, who would also have the capability of providing them the 

confidence necessary to establish the prophesy of them dwelling in unwalled 

villages, without gates or bars.  That is not an overstatement.  Can Israel really 

forget the misery pushed upon them by the Russian Orthodox Church?  Can 

they forget the prejudicial treatment they received at the hands of the 

Bolsheviks?  Can Israel really forget Britain’s invasion of Israel in operation 

Agatha, which the Jews call Black Sabbath?  Or the Sturma, when 781 Jewish 

men, women and children were helplessly towed into the Black Sea by Britain, 

to ultimately drown?  Or how they set the Israeli state up to fail in 1947? Or 

how they refused to allow American planes to refuel in Britain, on their way 

to supplying arms to Israel in the Yom Kippur war?   Or the countless refusals 

of Britain to defend Israel in the United Nations?  They have not forgotten as 

evidenced by former Prime Minister and war hero Ariel Sharon’s farewell 

speech to the nation. 

 

If Christ’s return is 100 years off, who can say who will play the role of 

Tarshish?  But if we are living in a time contemporary with the return of 

Christ, then there is a nation in the earth today which perfectly fits the 

description the Scriptures give us for Tarshish.  When Russia descends upon 

the mountains of Israel, the nation set for the defense of Israel, who asks “art 

thou come to take a spoil,” will be the United States, no doubt leading the rest 

of the Five Eyes, that is Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, who will be 

set for the defense of Israel. 

 

Now along with the Tarshish power and her young lions, there will also be 

Sheba and Dedan.  Both of these areas are today within the boundaries of 

Saudi Arabia.  Dedan is on the north western side of the Arabian dessert, just 
to the south of Edom; while Sheba is essentially all the southern Saudi Coastal 

areas, proceeding up into the Persian Gulf.   

 

We described in brief detail the religious hostilities which exist in the Moslem 

world, when describing the northern alliance.  Those Moslem nations (Iran, 
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Iraq, and Syria) who throw in their lot with the Northern Alliance are 

principally Shi’ite Moslems, the authority of which resides in Tehran, Iran, or 

Persia.  Those states which are hostile to the Shi’ites and cast their lot with 

the Southern King are the Sunni Muslims, the most powerful group of which 

is the Wahabi Muslims, which reside in Sheba and Dedan, or Saudi Arabia.  

Most of the southern states look to Saudi Arabia for leadership, which would 

be all the Arab states of the Persian Gulf, along with Egypt.  These states 

would be included in Habakkuk’s prophesies concerning Cushan and Midian.  

Cushan and Midian start out in the Sheba-Dedan alliance, but will be 

separated out by the Rainbowed Angel’s (Christ and the Saints) march.  The 

lone southern state that today looks to Tehran, is Yemen, hence the great 

conflict between Saudi Arabia and Yemen which exists today, and is playing 

an important role in peace prospects in the Middle East.  It would seem that 

Yemen will ultimately surrender to the Saudi power. 

 

Just as Syria, the typical King of the North is not mentioned in Ezekiel 38, so 

likewise Egypt, the typical king of the South also is not mentioned.  But as it 

was necessary that Syria align itself with the antitypical King of the North it 

is also necessary that Egypt, in setting herself for the defense of Israel—as she 

did in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, and as she did against Antiochus the 

Great—is also aligned with the antitypical Southern King. 

 

There are three other states to consider in the Southern Alliance.  These are 

mentioned in Daniel 11.  After the push we described earlier (Dan. 11:40), 

when the King of the South pushes (turns back) the King of the North, only 

to have the King of the North come again with great success, we learn of three 

states that survive his advance.  Daniel 11:41 reads: 

Dan. 11:41  “He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many 

countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, 

even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.” 

 

If they escape, it is logical that they were a part of the southern king’s defense 

of Israel, and while many of the Jews, and armies of the southern nations fall, 

those who can retreat to these states escape out of the advance of the Northern 

King. 

Isa. 16:4  “Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to 

them from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the 

spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land.”  

 

These ancient nations are all east and south of the Dead Sea, and make up the 
modern nation of Jordan.  Bro. Thomas speculated—and there is no reason 

not to agree with his exposition—that the North’s successful advance will 

head down the west side of the Dead Sea.  This will drive the Tarshish forces, 

along with many Jews who, being defeated, will retreat into Moab, Edom, and 

Ammon.   
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So like Egypt, while not mentioned in Ezekiel 38, it is necessary that Moab, 

Edom, and the children of Ammon are, at the first, aligned with the Southern 

King and her associate nations. 

 
 

Two Cities 
By bro. G. V. Growcott 

 

We have all doubtless often been struck by the remarkable coincidental 

relationship between the various parts of a day's daily readings, revealing the 

marvelous interweavings of the harmony and unity of God's Word. 

 

Such is the case when we find ourselves, by the "Companion," reading Isa. 52 

and Rev. 14 together. Therein we have a parallel picture of history's two great 

symbolic cities, with their ultimate destinies—Jerusalem and Babylon. 

 

Isa. 52:1—"Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy 

beautiful garments O Jerusalem, the Holy City; for henceforth there 
shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean." 

 

And Rev. 14:8—"Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she 
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." 

 

The Holy City, the city of life and hope and light—and the Unholy City, the 

city of death and confusion and evil. The city of future eternal joy—and the 

city of present, passing pleasure. 

 

Both these chapters carry us forward to the time when the wisdom of the true 

choice will be manifested for the blindest to see—Zion exalted and Babylon 

destroyed. No exhortation or persuasion will be needed then to point out the 

advantages of the more excellent way. It will be convincingly clear to all, but 

the books will have been closed and the decree will have gone forth: 

"He that is unjust, LET HIM BE UNJUST STILL" (Rev. 22:11). 

 

Too late then to seek oil in panic-stricken confusion. There was plenty of time 

once, and constant pleadings, but now it is too late.  This picture of two cities, 

two rival commonwealths, is woven all through the Scriptures. This pictorial 

and allegorical form of teaching greatly helps the memory and impresses the 

imagination. 

 

The seed of the Serpent and the seed of the Woman run parallel right from the 

beginning. From the time Cain hated and slew Abel because he was annoyed 

and condemned by Abel's more faithful and fuller life, the two cities have 

existed. Cain went, we are told, and built himself a city (Gen. 4:17)—an 
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establishment, a center, an organization, a foundation of power. Abel already 
HAD a city. He was satisfied and secure. So Cain hated him in the misery of 

his own misdirected and unsatisfied desires. 

 

The sons of God, in the long years that followed, tired of the Zionward 

journey. The vision of their distant city grew dim. The glittering cities of the 

children of men drew them aside and the result was the greatest catastrophe 

that has yet befallen the race. 

 

Out of the wreckage, only eight were saved, and even among those eight, all 

was not well.  And when men began to multiply again, they said (Gen. 11:4): 

"Go to, let us BUILD US A CITY." 

 

Give us a city, give us a king, give us something we can see and handle, 

something social and exciting. This spiritual City, this divine King, this "joy 

of the Spirit" and "treasure in heaven" are rather thin fare for the natural 

appetite. "Our soul loatheth this light bread"—this divinely-provided manna 

from heaven. 

 

But there was one among them who could see through the emptiness of the 

present. Abraham set forth seeking "a city that had foundations" (Heb. 11:10). 

He was obsessed with a desire for something real and lasting. He knew that 

(Psa. 127:1)— 

"Except the Lord build, they labor in vain that build it." 

 

So he sought for a city— 

"Whose Builder and Maker is God" (Heb. 11:10). 

 

By God's guidance he found the City of Peace with the King of 
Righteousness reigning in it (Gen. 14:18), set high upon a mountain in 

the Land of Promise. And Abraham was satisfied, for he saw afar off the glory 

of this city, and he believed these things, and embraced them, and confessed 

that he was a stranger and a pilgrim separated from the cities of the children 

of men and waiting in faith for the City of God. 

 

Not far from this mountain, in the attractive green valleys below, there was a 

city of the children of men. And God said to Lot: 

"Get you out of THIS place…escape to the MOUNTAINS…lest thou be 

consumed in the iniquity of THIS CITY." 

 
And so another chapter in the lessons of God was written, and Sodom, the city 

of corruption, added its name and example to Babel, the city of confusion. 

 

Isaiah says, in this 52nd chapter, verse 4, 

"My people went down aforetime into Egypt." 
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See how marvelously the hand of God worked in this! And as we read, let us 

be impressed with the inexorable workings of God's justice—slow, invisible, 

often disguised, but terribly sure and strikingly fitting. Rebekah misled Jacob, 

very well-meaning but misguided; Jacob deceived Isaac, still well-meaning 

but still deception; Laban deceived Jacob, not quite so well-meaning; Jacob's 

sons deceived Jacob and sold Joseph into slavery into Egypt, ill-meaning and 

vicious; and finally the Egyptians betrayed and enslaved the Israelites and 

killed their children as they had thought to do to Joseph. What a gradually 
broadening chain of evil and sorrow! 

 

And what did the Israelites have to do in Egypt? Exo. 1:11— 

"They built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses." 

 

What irony! The sons of God sunk to ignorant slavery and forced to build 

cities for earthly treasures of the children of men! 

 

The next typical unholy city was Jericho. This was an important place, a 

strong fortress, the gateway to the conquest of the land of promise. It was the 

first city confronting the Israelites as they set out to occupy their inheritance; 

its defeat was miraculous and symbolic, and its destruction was complete. 

It is several times called "the city of palm trees." Now palms throughout the 

Scriptures represent triumph and joy—victory after faithful struggle. Palms 

so appear in the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:40), at Christ's royal entry into 

Jerusalem (John 12: 13), and in the hands of the victorious host before the 

throne (Rev. 7:9). In Psalms (92:12) and the Song of Solomon (7:7), the 

righteous are likened to the straight, erect beauty of the palm tree. 

 

How then is Jericho, the unholy city, a "city of palm trees"? Because Jericho 

is a counterfeit copy of the true. The palm trees indicate that Jericho is not just 

the cities of men generally, but the false ecclesiastical city. There is one 

reference to palm trees that gives us a hint of this meaning. Speaking of the 

heathen idols, Jeremiah says (10:5)— 

"They are upright as the palm tree, BUT SPEAK NOT" (10:5). 

 

They have a dead form of godliness, but lack the living power. Trees without 

fruit, twice dead (Jude 12). In this light, the Roman system is pre-eminently a 

"city of palm trees," for their dead idols are legion. 

 

As the destruction of the hosts of Sihon and Og typify the defeat of Gog, so 
the subduing of Canaan with its seven (or completeness of) nations typifies 

the subduing of the earth. And Jericho came first. At the seventh trumpet-

sounding on the seventh day, Jericho fell. So will great Babylon, the unholy 

city. 
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Jericho had to be utterly destroyed. The other cities of the land they took over 

and used—but not Jericho. As the fourth beast (Dan. 7:11), a curse of 

perpetual destruction was put upon it. It was never to be rebuilt (Josh. 6:26). 

 

But what happened? Someone in the host of Israel did not realize the terrible 

reality and power of the One Who was in their midst and led them, and great 

trouble came upon the whole camp as a result until they had put away the 

covetous one from among them. God had promised them abundance in His 

good time, but here was something they could not have. 
 

But Achan was out of harmony with the purpose. He could not wait for 

God. "Is it a time to receive money and to receive garments?" said Elisha to 

Gehazi (2 Kgs. 5:26). First things first, and all things in God's order. "Verily 

they HAVE their reward." Achan said (Josh. 7:21),  

"I SAW…I COVETED…I TOOK…and I HID." 

 

He THOUGHT he hid. What a pitiful delusion! He dug a hole and hid it away 

from God! Is it possible that we sometimes are as foolish as that? 

And what was it? "A goodly Babylonian garment." What a snare those goodly 

Babylonish garments have been to the children of God all through the ages! It 

was a "goodly" one—doubtless one of Babylon's best, and the very latest 

model. But was it worth the price he paid for it? 

John saw the unholy city in a goodly Babylonish garment: 

"And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked 
with gold and precious stones and pearls" (Rev. 17:4). 

 

Her gold and precious stones and pearls are counterfeit, as are her palm trees. 

Her ostentatious parading of these apparently genuine symbols of 

righteousness and truth deceives the world and in a subtler way may deceive 

the very elect. Believers are in little danger of deception by the bare Church 

of Rome itself, or her many ecclesiastical daughters; but her institutions, 

customs and thinkings permeate the world. The fourth empire still exists in 

universal diffusion. It is still a Roman world. And each year, on Dec. 25, this 

Roman world pays more or less conscious homage to the scarlet woman on 

the seven hills. 

"By her sorceries were all nations deceived" (Rev. 18:23). 

 

But Isaiah in this 52nd chapter, verse 1, tells us of better garments than the 

flashy tinsel of Rome: 

"Put on THY beautiful garments, 0 Jerusalem, the holy city." 
 

Here is a refreshing and satisfying change of scene. Here is the beauty of 

holiness, which so delighted the heart of the Psalmist: 

"Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness" (Psa. 29:2). 

 



240 

 

What is this holiness, without which none shall see the Lord (Heb. 12:14)? It 

is nothing strange or mysterious. The word simply means "separateness." 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of separateness—separateness from anything 

that is displeasing to God or out of harmony with His ways. We can see 

immediately that the result must necessarily be perfect beauty. 

 

It is not necessary to point out the desirability of beauty, but it is necessary to 

learn what, in God's sight, constitutes beauty, and what mars it. Solomon says 

(Eccl. 3:11-14)— 

"He hath made everything beautiful in its time: also He hath set eternity 

in their heart…Whatsoever God doeth, it shall be forever: nothing can 
be put to it, nor anything taken from it: and God doeth it that men should 

fear before Him." 

 

He hath made everything beautiful in its time. All God's work, and everything 

associated with Him, is beautiful. Apart from God, nothing is. Of natural 

attractiveness, unassociated with God, Solomon says again— 

"Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain" (Prov. 31:30-RSV). 

 

And further (Prov. 11:22)— 

"Beauty without spiritual understanding is like a jewel in a swine's 

snout." 
 

Wisdom will always perceive and be repelled by the snout behind the jewel. 

So beauty is purely a matter of spiritual education and discernment. It is 

inward, and not outward— 

"Whose adorning let it NOT be that OUTWARD adorning (like the 

scarlet woman), but the HIDDEN man of the heart, even the ornament of 

a meek and quiet spirit" (1 Pet. 3:3-4). 

 

There is one item of outward glory and beauty that God has expressed delight 

in; one that He Himself has expressly created for glory. While of great beauty 

and dignity in itself, its chief beauty in God's eyes lies in its evidence of 

wisdom and discernment and humble acceptance of, and obedience to, God's 

will. Its importance rests in its symbolism of harmonious, God-appointed 

relationship. In God's love and wisdom He has made this a token of blessing 

and honor, and the marring of it a matter of sorrow and shame. God's mind is 
expressed in 1 Cor. 11:6, 15. 

 

The world's fashions in beauty vary with every age and every nation. What is 
beauty to one nation appears quite hideous to another. But God never changes. 

Are we wearing His holy garments—appointed "for glory and for beauty"—

or the world's? When we are called to the judgment seat, we shall have to go 

as we are. The importance of some of the desires God has expressed may 

strike us a little more forcibly then than now. 
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Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city. From 
henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and the 

unclean." 

 

As custodians of the holy city, believers have the solemn responsibility of 

maintaining its standards and laws. Bro. Roberts says on this point: 

• "If the knowledge of the Truth fail to beget the new man in the heart 

of the sinner, the baptism following his knowledge is not a birth. It is 

a mere performance of no benefit to him, but rather to his 

condemnation… 

• "It ought, therefore, to be seriously considered by all who 

contemplate that step, and by all who are called upon to assist 

them, whether there is EVIDENCE of death to sin before 

arrangements are made for burial. The burial of a living man is 

cruelty. It were better for the sinner to leave God's covenant alone 

than to make a mockery of it."—Further Seasons, pg. 13. 

 

It is no kindness to either the city or the individual to bring in the 

uncircumcised in heart. The issues are too serious. The Holy City—

God's city—has been in degradation and misery for 25 

centuries. Why? Because the custodians of its holiness neglected to keep it 

holy. What an unforgettable lesson! 

 

Vs. 3: "Ye have sold yourselves for nought…" 

We are often reminded that the Jews are God's witnesses. What a sad witness 

they are to this eternal truth! What have they gained by putting aside the loving 

guidance and restraints of God's arrangements, and seeking their own pleasure 

and benefit? 

 

"Unto them were committed the oracles of God…To whom pertaineth the 

adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the Law, the 
service of God, and the promises." 

What great blessings this people had! What great responsibilities these 

blessings entailed! What terrible punishments because they had been allowed 

to approach so close to God, and yet had failed to discern His mind or be 

transformed by His love! 

 

"...and ye shall be redeemed without money." 

God's purpose will not fail. Regardless of man's failure, injustice or 

unkindness, we have the divine and eternal assurance that certain things are 

sure and guaranteed. And Israel's long night is not purposeless. The nation 

will rise out of it purged and white. 

 

What does He mean, "redeemed without money"? Surely this refers to 

the "stone cut out of the mountain without hands." 
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"Not by power, nor by might, but by MY spirit, saith the Lord." 
 

When all natural strength and resources are spent and cast aside, then will 

redemption come. The proud and militant Jews of Palestine have a sad and 

bitter lesson to learn before that day. And so it is with spiritual Israel (2 Cor. 

12:9)— 

"MY strength (saith God) is made perfect in weakness." 

  

The proud, able, self-reliant—all such are no value to God. 

 

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings of peace and salvation" (v. 7). 

 

Here is real and divine and eternal beauty. The Spirit through Solomon speaks 

of these beautiful feet in the Song of Songs (7:1)— 

"How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince's daughter!" 
 

The divinely-appointed shoes whereby they walk in the ways of God, and run 

to do His bidding. 

 

John sees these feet as flaming pillars of the fires of war, purging the dross 

and ugliness of the earth, preparing it for eternal beauty (Rev. 10:1). Paul sees 

them shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace (Eph. 6:15). 

 

V. 8: "They shall SEE EYE TO EYE when the Lord shall bring again Zion." 

Why is it necessary to say that? The sad history of Israel, both natural and 

spiritual, show how real and necessary this blessing will be. Consider the 

Jews—at the greatest moment of their history for the past 2000 years, faced 

naturally speaking with their supreme crisis—yet torn by bitter factions 

among themselves. And we remember the words of Joseph, as he sent forth 

his brethren with a message of life and hope for the perishing, "See that ye fall 

not out by the way" (Gen. 45:24). 

 

V. 11: "Depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing. Go ye out 

of the midst of her." 

That same warning again. That same picture of the two cities—come out of 

one and enter the other. Paul quotes these words of the Spirit through Isaiah 

when he says (2 Cor. 6:14-17)— 

"Come out from among them and be separate and touch not the unclean, 

and I will receive you and be a Father unto you." 
 

On this condition alone will God accept us as children. 

—G.V.Growcott 
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What is Sin 
By Andrew Naglieri 

 

This lecture is going to cover the topic of sin—specifically we want to answer 

the questions what is sin, how does sin affect our lives, and what can we do 

to overcome sin?  

 

As we get started, let’s take a brief moment to reflect on the events of the last 

few years. As Berean Christadelphians, we have all been watching very 

carefully, observing the world around us turn farther and farther away from 

God. I have a few points listed that I know I have seen for myself in these last 

few years: 

• Now, more than ever, there is a significant lack of considering the 

Bible and its teachings to be truthful and beneficial. People are so 

caught up in their own desires of their work and hobbies, that the 

thought of God doesn’t even cross their minds. And sadly, this is 

becoming the new normal for most people in today’s society. 

• We see many traditional values that used to be held by most people 

are now being dismissed as “oppressive” and “non-inclusive” by 

those individuals who are very obviously disobeying the 

commandments of God as they were laid out in the Bible. 

• There are so many people speaking out on social media, demanding 

that everyone needs to be accepting of everyone, because “that’s just 

the way that they are, and there’s nothing wrong with that”. 

• Lastly, there’s a mob mentality and cancel culture ideology that 

basically claims, “if you are not outspoken in support of us, you are 

against us”. And following this idea, the mob will declare certain 

people to be racist, homophobic, misogynistic, etc., all because they 

did not publicly voice their support for a certain group of people. 

 

To keep it simple, the world around us has become so incredibly self-serving, 

that we can’t help to think that the state of the world that we live in is similar 

to that during the time of Noah, or that maybe these people are just as wicked 

as the people of Sodom and Gomorrah. The world today has little to no regard 

for God and His teachings. The people of the world think that they know 

what’s best, and that they will do and say whatever they want to. And actually, 

when we look at the Bible, we see that the tendency to serve oneself rather 

than serving someone else has been around since the beginning of mankind. 

There is a really good quote from one of the Dawn booklets that I’d like to 

read: 
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“Whether or not we use the actual word 'sin', the fact is that man's history 

is tarnished by the outcome of his lusts, passions, cruelties and vice. 

Man's inhumanity to man has become proverbial. The continued 

experience of sin and man's proneness to evil are the antithesis of any 

theory of evolution from lower forms of life, which pictures man on an 

ever ascending scale to greater and better things. Whereas much lesser 

forms of life can, and do, live in harmony and self-help, the history of 

man demonstrates that he cannot. The innate evils of his nature always 

predominate over his circumstances. His most advanced skills are 

debased to the lowest levels until civilisation today stands on the brink 

of self-destruction, the culmination of nearly six thousand years of 

misrule arising from the dictates of the human heart.  

 

“Men and women suffer in a way of which the animal world is incapable: 

from the dictates of their own conscience, a feeling of remorse for wrong 

doing. The philosopher will acknowledge man's 'eternal feeling of guilt 

and remorse', but he cannot account for it by philosophy. The 

commencement of this moral taint finds its only reasonable explanation 

in the Bible's account of the creation of our first parents with a capability 

of knowing good from evil, and their subsequent fall by disobedience to 

divine law—which is SIN. Whereas man of himself cannot give a true 

explanation of the origin of sin, the Bible record is completely adequate 

to account for the obviously degenerate condition of the human race: 'As 

by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 

passed upon all men, for that all have sinned' (Romans 5:12).”  

 

Let’s read this once more: “As by one man sin entered into the world, and 

death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” I 

think we’re all familiar with what Paul is talking about here when he refers to 

sin entering into the world by one man. However, I think it is important to 

understand the origin of sin if we want to fully understand the subject of sin 

as a whole. To understand the origin of sin, we must turn to the first few 

chapters of the Bible in the book of Genesis. We’ll start in Genesis chapter 1, 

verse 31. God had just finished His glorious creation and reflected on what 

He had done. We read:  

Gen. 1:31  “And God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it 

was very good.”  

 

The reason I wanted to point out this verse first, is because at this point in 

time, there was no sin in the Earth. God had just completed working on His 
great creation, which included light for the day and darkness for the night, the 

dry land and the waters of the sea, all of the plants, herbs, and trees yielding 

fruit, all of the animals, both on land, in the sea, and of the sky. And lastly, 

God created man in his own image, both male and female. And as he 

completed his creation, he reflected on it all, seeing that it was all very good.  
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Moving along to Genesis chapter 2, God sets some rules in place, which 

ultimately would lead to the very first sin. We read from chapter 2, starting in 

verses 8 and 9:  

Gen. 2:8-9  “And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and 

there he put the man whom he had formed.  And out of the ground made 

the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good 

for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil.   

Now, skipping down to verses 15-17, we read of the rules that God put 

in place for Adam and Eve:”  

 

Gen. 2:15-17  “And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the 

garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.  And the LORD God 

commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest 

freely eat:  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 

not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”   

 

Here we clearly see the rules laid out for Adam and Eve: You can eat anything 

in the garden, but you cannot eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil. And, as God says in the verse 17, the punishment for disobedience is 

death.  

 

When we read these verses and look at the rules set by God, we can liken these 

things to a parent setting rules for a child. I’m sure all of us remember being 

a young child and hearing our parents give out rules very similar to this. 

Maybe we were told that we were only allowed to take one cookie—and, if 

we were found taking two, then we would be disciplined. Rules like this seem 

so easy to follow, but due to our human nature, they are surprisingly easy to 

break. 

 

With this in mind, as we turn back to Genesis to watch the first sin unfold in 

chapter 3, let’s try to think of it as God being the parent, with Adam and Eve 

as the children. We all know how it begins; the serpent, which we are told was 

more subtle than any other beast created by God, tricked Eve into eating the 

fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The serpent tells her in 

chapter 3, verses 4 and 5:  

Gen. 3:4-5 “Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day 

ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 

knowing good and evil.”  
 

So, Eve took of the fruit, and did eat, and then she gave unto Adam her 

husband, who also ate of the fruit. And just like that, sin entered into the world. 

Adam and Even disobeyed their heavenly Father, and as a result, they were 

going to suffer the punishment.  
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Now, when we look at the word sin, it means an offence, or a transgression. 

So, to put it simply, in the case of Adam and Eve, they transgressed against 

God by disobeying His commandment to not eat of the tree of the knowledge 

of good and evil. When we continue reading the rest of Genesis chapter 3, we 

read of the fallout from the first sin and learn of the impact that it ultimately 

had on the whole world.  

 

God directly asks Adam if he had eaten of the forbidden fruit. His response? 

The woman gave it to me. God now questions Eve directly, and what was her 

response? The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. Now it’s important to note 

here that although they may have made excuses, they were both still going to 

suffer the punishment. It didn’t matter who was at fault, they both partook of 

the forbidden fruit, and therefore, sinned against God. We read in verse 14 

and 15 of the same chapter:  

Gen. 3:14-15  “And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou 

hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of 

the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days 

of thy lie:  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 

between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 

bruise his heel.”   

 

I want us to focus on verse 15 here: “And I will put enmity between thee and 

the woman, and between thy seed and her seed”. This is a very important verse 

in understanding God’s plan as written in the scriptures. This first sin 

committed by Adam and Eve started a line of good and evil that led throughout 

the entire Bible. Genesis chapter 3, verse 15, breaks it down into 2 categories:  

1. The seed of the serpent.  

2. The seed of the woman.  

 

The seed of the serpent represent wickedness, selfishness, and the things of 

the world, while the seed of the woman represents righteousness, selflessness, 

and the things of God. And we can see the constant struggle of the seed of the 

woman against the seed of the serpent throughout the whole Bible. The 

righteous against the wicked, those who follow God against those who do not. 

The seed of the serpent can be summed up in one word: sin.  

 

So, as chapter 3 comes to a close, the world was now at a point in which the 

man’s physical nature was cursed with sin, and sin as a physical law of his 

being, was embedded in the nature of man. The desire to sin was to be passed 

from Adam and Eve to all of their children, and likewise all of their 

descendants which have lived on this Earth.  
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We read of the second sin that is recorded in the Bible just a few verses later, 

in Genesis chapter 4. Eve had given birth to two sons. The first, Cain, was a 

tiller of the ground. The second, Abel, was a keeper of the sheep. It came time 

for the two brothers to prepare and bring an offering unto God. They were 

supposed to bring an animal sacrifice as God desired. We read of this account 

in chapter 4, verses 3-7:  

Gen. 4:3-7  “And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of 

the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD.  And Abel, he also 

brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD 

had respect unto Abel and to his offering:  But unto Cain and to his 

offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his 

countenance fell.  And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? 

and why is thy countenance fallen?  If thou doest well, shalt thou not be 

accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee 

shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.” 

 

We can see from these verses that Cain had failed to present an offering that 

was desired by God, and God was rightly displeased with him. Now some 

might ask what the issue was with Cain’s offering? To put it plainly, Cain’s 

offering was not what God had asked for. Cain decided to do what he thought 

was best, rather than doing what God asked of him. Therefore, just like his 

parents did, he sinned against God by disobeying him. This is a perfect 

example of the selfish trait that comes along with sin. It helps us to understand 

why so many people in this day and age do whatever they want to do instead 

of what God wants us to do. Sin runs rampant in the world around us, and the 

sad reality is that it has been around since the beginning of this dispensation, 

as we have seen from these chapters in Genesis.  

 

After God rejected Cain’s offering, we read of the aftermath in verse 8:  

Gen. 4:8  “And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, 

when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, 

and slew him.” 

 

Cain became angry and jealous of his brother Abel because his own offering 

had been rejected, while Abel’s had been accepted. So what did he do? Well, 

he had two options, he could have:  

 

1. Repented and asked for forgiveness from God, or,  

2. Do what he thought was the best thing to do.  

 

And, quite frankly, he chose the second option. Instead of turning to God and 

asking for forgiveness, he took matters into his own hands, and he killed his 

brother. Immediately, when we read this chapter, we should be able to 

recognize two things. Abel represented the seed of the woman, and Cain 
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represented the seed of the serpent. Again, this is just the beginning of the 

conflicts that the two seeds would go on to have throughout history.  

 

Now as we move on to how sin affects our lives, let’s take a look back at 

Romans chapter 5 verse 12 that we read earlier. It reads:  

Rom. 5:12  “As by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”  

 

We’ve already covered the first part of the verse, so let’s focus on the second 

part now. The second part is saying that death entered into the world by the 

sin of Adam. Remember what we read earlier in Genesis chapter 2 verse 17:  

Gen. 2:17  “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 

not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”   

 

When God condemned Adam and Eve for their sin in Genesis chapter 3, He 

again reiterated that the ultimate punishment for sin was death. We’ll read 

from verses 17-19:  

Gen. 3:17-19  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto 

the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded 

thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; 

in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;  Thorns also and 

thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the 

field;  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 

the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust 

shalt thou return.   

 

So when we look at what Paul says in Romans chapter 5, we can fully 

understand what he means when says first that death entered into the world 

by one man’s sin, and secondly when he says that “death passed upon all men, 

for that all have sinned.” What we can take from this is that all of mankind, 

whether in the past, present, or future, is subject to death, so long as they 

commit sin. And by Paul’s logic, because everyone commits sin, death is 

passed upon everyone.  

 

This verse might leave us wondering, because it really makes it sound like we 

don’t have much hope. If all men sin, causing all men to die, then what hope 

do we have? Well, there was one exception to this logic in the Bible, and that 

is the man Jesus Christ. He is the only man to have lived a perfect life in 

obedience to God. Through Jesus, God has provided us with an opportunity 

for salvation.  
 

Before we talk about Jesus and the hope of salvation that we have through 

him, I want to first backtrack one more time to the Old Testament and discuss 

the hope of all those men and women who lived thousands of years before 

Jesus. If Jesus hadn’t lived yet, and all these men and women were going to 
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die because of sin, then what hope did they have? Well, from the early stages 

of the nation of Israel, God introduced a law through his servant Moses that 

His chosen people were to follow. We read in Exodus chapter 24, verse 12:  

Exo. 24:12  “And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the 

mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and 

commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them.”   

 

At this point in history, the children of Israel had recently fled from captivity 

in the land of Egypt, with the help of God, under the guidance of Moses. 

Moses was leading the host through the wilderness, and it was at this time that 

God was going to give him the 10 commandments (written on the tables of 

stone), along with the law and commandments which they were to establish 

as the nation of God’s chosen people. This law, which we now refer to as the 

Law of Moses, goes into great detail, but we won’t go into much detail about 

it right now. From a general perspective, the people were to follow the law, 

and were commanded to offer very specific animal sacrifices to God for many 

different situations. The point that I want to bring out from this is that God 

required the shedding of blood from an animal sacrifice.  

 

The shedding of blood is the most important part of this. This is why if we 

look back to the example of Cain and Abel, that Abel’s offering was accepted, 

while Cain’s was rejected. God wanted an animal offering with the shedding 

of blood. So, when Cain brought fruits of the ground, God was not pleased.  

 

Let’s also look back even farther to Adam and Eve once more. In Genesis 

chapter 3, verse 7, after they partook of the forbidden fruit, we read:  

Gen. 3:7  “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 

themselves aprons.”  

 

After eating of the fruit, they realized that being naked was a shameful thing, 

and they did what they thought was best to cover their nakedness. However, 

in a fashion very similar to Cain, they used plants to make the coverings for 

themselves. Again, this did not satisfy God, as He required the shedding of 

blood. We read what He does in verse 21:  

Gen. 3:21  “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make 

coats of skins, and clothed them.”   

 

We can see here that He chose to make them coats of skins, because it meant 

that there was an animal sacrifice with the shedding of blood.   
 

Almost everything written in the Old Testament points forward to Jesus; the 

types we see in the Law of Moses, the type of Christ we see from King David, 

and all of the prophets who spoke of the glorious day when the chosen seed 

of Israel would reign on this Earth forever. It’s only fitting that the same things 
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we have discussed today, mainly those things of the seeds of the woman and 

serpent, along with the animal sacrifices and shedding of blood, without a 

doubt were written to foreshadow the life of Jesus and the hope of salvation 

that we have through him.  

 

Jesus was a very special man. With the help of God, he was able to withstand 

the countless temptations that he experienced and was able to live a perfect 

life in obedience to his Father. What makes this so remarkable, is that he was 

a man, just like us. He had the same human nature that we, and everyone else 

in the history of mankind, has had to deal with. The difference between him 

and us, is that he was able to overcome the desires of the flesh, while we 

simply cannot.  

 

Jesus was always a part of God’s plan on this Earth. In fact, he was the most 

important part of the plan. In order for human salvation to even be obtainable 

by all, there had to be a sacrifice with the shedding of blood, even as God 

required from the beginning. This sacrifice, however, had to be perfect in all 

points, in complete subjection to the will of God. And this is exactly what 

Jesus did in his life. He was the word of God manifested in the flesh. He lived 

a life of perfect obedience, even to the point of death. And it is through his 

death that we may even have the opportunity for life.  

 

As Christadelphians, we believe that Jesus will one day return to this Earth to 

establish God’s kingdom once and for all. Each and every one of us commits 

sin, and we are all subject to death. So, what must we do, that we may even 

have the opportunity to be granted a place in that great and glorious kingdom? 

We must first believe in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, even as he has 

been provided as a sacrifice for us, and we must believe in the coming 

kingdom of God to be established on this Earth. Then, we must follow the 

commandment of Peter that we read in Acts chapter 2, verse 38:  

Acts 2:38  “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”  

 

We must believe, repent, and be baptized into the name of Jesus Christ. Only 

then can we have hope of eternal salvation. However, simply being baptized 

is not enough. We must earnestly do the best we can in our lives to live 

according to the commandments of God. What exactly does this mean for us? 

Ultimately, this means that we need to do the best we can to not sin. And, 

when we do sin and fall short, we must repent and pray for forgiveness.  

 
I began this lecture by mentioning how the world around us has devolved into 

a self-serving generation that is fueled by sin. Unfortunately, we must live in 

this worldly environment, and we are presented with countless situations each 

and every day where we have to make a conscious decision to do the things 

of God or give in to the temptations of the world.   
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When we think about sin in our lives and how it affects us, I want to reference 

a few verses from 1st John chapter 2. I hope these verses will help us all as 

we go about our daily lives. We’ll read verses 15-17:  

1 John 2:15-17  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 

world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  And 

the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will 

of God abideth for ever.   

 

Let’s focus on what is said in verse 16. “The lust of the flesh, the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life.” Generally speaking, these three things pretty much 

cover all aspects of sin. Essentially, these three things are all qualities that 

belong to self-serving individuals. These are things that we can actively focus 

on in our lives. If we can be more aware of these three things in our lives, we 

will be much more prepared to fight off the temptations we are faced with on 

a daily basis. We must continually remember that we are the children of God, 

and that we answer to Him, not to ourselves.  

 

We are presented with many examples in the Scriptures that show us exactly 

what will happen if we decide to serve ourselves instead of God. One 

particular example that stands out to me is the example of Saul, the first king 

of Israel. When he started to stumble from his righteous ways, he could have 

very easily turned to God for guidance. However, his pride got the better of 

him, and he decided to take matters into his own hands. This did not bode well 

for Saul, as he ended up being a wicked king and forsook the commandments 

of God.  

 

When we look at our own lives, we know that it’s definitely not going to be 

easy, and we definitely are going to fall short, many times. When we do 

stumble, we need to keep in mind all of the examples that we can find in the 

Bible, such as this example of Saul, and turn to God for guidance and strength. 

Each and every one of us will go through trials and temptations, and one thing 

we can do is support and encourage each other. We know that our sentence 

for this life is death, for we have all sinned. But let us be thankful for the 

opportunity we have through the sacrifice God has provided for us, that we 

may have the remission of our sins and the hope of eternal salvation.  

 

I’d like to conclude by reading Romans chapter 6 verse 23, where Paul writes:  
Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
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Lot’s Wife 
 

My dear brothers and sisters, of our Lord and savior Jesus, 

 

This morning we will consider for exhortation, the Scriptural incident 

described to us in the history of Abraham, concerning the wife of Lot, 

Abraham’s nephew.  The theme of this morning’s exhortion is “Don’t look 

back!”  In the world, they sometimes tease each other not to look back, for 

someone might be gaining on you.  But our reason for not looking back is 

completely different.  We don’t look back, because we must utterly reject, 

even despise what we have left behind, when we decided to dedicate our lives 

to serving Yahweh. 

 

In our readings today, we read of the principle of baptism in Romans 6.  When 

we are privileged to witness a baptism, on that occasion, we are often 

reminded of the things inherent in this chapter.  We read there: 

Rom. 6:3-4  “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 

Christ were baptized into his death?   Therefore we are buried with him 

by baptism into death:” 

 

Baptism then, represents our death.  We become dead to all the toys and 

trinkets of this world, all shiny objects and the false promises that this world 

appears to offer.  And we look toward another world, based upon promises 

which God made to us in the Bible.  Our baptism brings us into line with those 

promises, as Paul told us: 

Gal 3:27-29  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 

put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 

free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 

Jesus.  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 

according to the promise.  

 

Those promises play an important part in our subject this morning.  We all 

recall that after Abraham had come into the land of Israel, that he, with Lot 

had wandered the land for about 10 years till, finally Abraham and Lot’s 

families had grown so large, that their animal herders were starting to compete 

with each other for grazing land.  To end the friction, Abraham told Lot to 

choose which land he wanted, and Abraham would move a different direction.  

We read this of the account: 

Gen. 13:8-9  “And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray 

thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; 
for we be brethren.  Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, 

I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to 

the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 
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Lot looked at the land before them, and he felt that the plains of Jordan were 

the most lush land, the best land for the establishment of his family.  And the 

Scriptural account appears to agree.  But it makes this major qualification:   

Gen. 13:13  “But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the 

LORD exceedingly.”  

 

Abraham then chose to dwelt far away from the men of the plain, in the land 

of Canaan.  It was at this very point in time that God made this all important 

promise to Abraham. 

 

Gen. 13:14-15  “And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was 

separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place 

where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and 

westward:   For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and 

to thy seed for ever.”  

 

He didn’t tell Abram to look up, that his reward was in heaven.  He didn’t tell 

him to look down. This promise, made to Abraham and his seed, was that the 

earth, and all that is therein should be given to him, and that is the reason we 

are here this morning.  By baptism, Paul said as we just read, we become 

Christ’s, and therefore Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to this promise.  

Yes, people think we have lost our senses, counting on a promise made 

thousands of years ago.  They do so as they run headlong to fulfill the very 

Bible prophesies God granted us, as bro. Josh pointed out last night.  NO, It 

is not us that have lost our senses. 

 

Abraham was content to dwell in the land of promise as a stranger in that land.  

And God rewarded Abraham for this, though this was not what he sought.  He 

only sought to live in the land as a stranger, and pilgrim.  Paul tells us about 

Abraham: 

Heb. 11:8-10  “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a 

place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he 

went out, not knowing whither he went.  By faith he sojourned in the 

land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with 

Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:  For he looked 

for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”  

 

Abraham was not looking for rewards in his day.  He was content to simply 

dwell in the land, waiting for another day which he knew would come.  As 

Paul concludes his thoughts: 
Heb. 11:39-40  “And these all, having obtained a good report through 

faith, received not the promise:  God having provided some better thing 

for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.”  

 

This was the great difference between Lot and Abraham.  Lot was looking for 
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his reward now, and chose the fertile plains of the Jordan river, in spite of the 

wickedness of the population.  Abraham chose the hills of Canaan, not 

watered by the river, but by God’s grace through rain. 

 

There was great danger to Lot in choosing to dwell among the wicked.  It is a 

divine principle, established clearly by the apostle Paul in his letter to the 

Corinthians: 

1 Cor. 15:33  “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good 

manners.”  

 

And that word “communications,” is better tranlsated “fellowship.”  Evil 

fellowship corrupts us. It is not possible to associate with corrupt men, and 

escape the corruption their behavior brings.  But there is a problem in all this.  

To the mind of the flesh, these people do not seem corrupt.  They seem happy, 

and prosperous, and rich.  They seem smarter, more aware of the world and 

its surroundings than everyone else.  Look at all they are achieving.  Surely 

God is with them, the flesh reasons.  This is the great deception. 

 

Sodom, of who God testified the men were evil, was a city on the plain which 

Lot chose to dwell upon.  How wicked these men of Sodom, Gomorah, and 

the other cities of the plain were, should have been apparent to Lot.  It is a 

divine principle that God punishes wickedness with the fury of the nations, 

coming against each other.  These cities of the plain had been put under tribute 

by four eastern kings, and had been so for 12 years.  So it should have been 

obvious to Lot, that God was not tolerating their wickedness, but trying to 

change them.  Shortly after Lot began to dwell among them, they rebelled 

against these eastern kings.   

 

So from the start, Lot’s decision to associate with an evil people, proved a bad 

one.  And God gave Lot this stark warning.  For no sooner had Lot moved 

into the plains of Jordan, than did God bring nations against this region.  God’s 

way of punishing nations for wickedness, is to bring their enemies against 

them.  And this, God did, in the form of four kings from the east, who came 

and conquered the five kings of the plain.  Lot was caught up in Sodom’s 

defeat.  He was carried off into captivity by the victorious kings.   

 

But God is not willing that his people should perish.  God raised up Abram to 

go and war with those kings, and save Lot from the foolish associations he 

had surrounded himself with.   

 
The age we live in, brothers and sisters, is not an age unlike the time of Lot.  

The whole world is gone after evil, and unrighteousness.  Scripturally, the age 

we live in is compared to the seventh ecclesia listed in Revelation, the 

Laodicean age.  It was an age of great wealth.  The world has never seen 

anything like the wealth we all have today.  We live so differently than all the 
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rest of the people who ever lived on this earth, over the course of the last 6000 

years, that it is hard to even think about making a comparison.  The poor 

among us are rich beyond the dreams of those kings who have gone before us.  

But what does the Bible prophesy say about our riches?  Let’s read of the 

prophesy of our age, to see whether or not it applies: 

Rev. 3:14-17  “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; 

These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning 

of the creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 

hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, 

and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.  Because thou 

sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 

and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 

blind, and naked:”  

 

This is what the Scriptures says about the time in which we live. We say we 

are rich, increased with good, and have need of nothing.  Instead, the 

Scriptures evaluation of us is that we are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 

naked.  It gives us that warning because of how hard it is in our age, to see 

through the fog created by the world around us.  Lot’s wife could not see 

through this fog, and she becomes a stark warning for us in our age.   

 

After Lot is rescued by Abram, Lot makes no effort to remove himself from 

the evil associations in this wicked land.  But Abram will have nothing to do 

with them.   

Gen. 14:21-23  “And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the 

persons, and take the goods to thyself.  And Abram said to the king of 

Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the 

possessor of heaven and earth,  That I will not take from a thread even to 

a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou 

shouldest say, I have made Abram rich:” 

 

Abram wanted nothing to do with the world.  Lot, however, settled back on 

those most fruitful plains, and lives among the wicked people there, another 

15 years or so, before we come to the instance concerning Lot’s wife.  We 

aren’t told much of the detail of this time, but it is not hard for us to understand 

how human nature works, as we are all encumbered by it.  Probably, when 

Abram rescued Lot, Lot felt very humbled, the way we often do after being 

exhorted all week at a gathering.  But over time, the thoughts and counsels 

diminish, and the cares of this world overtake us, and if we let them, smother 

all our good intentions.   
 

Had the cities of the plain learned anything from the trial that had come upon 

them, in the form of the four kings of the east?  Obviously not.  For when the 

angel came to bless Abraham, and announce the birth of Isaac to him, they 

told Abraham of their intent to destroy the wicked cities of the plain.   
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Abraham then gives us a wonderful example of how we should care for those 

around us.  He, of course, knew of their wickedness.  Still he cared for the 

people, lest there be ever so few among the cities that were righteous, that they 

should not be destroyed.  If there were but ten righteous in the cities, Abraham 

pleaded with the avenging angels, that the cities would not be destroyed.   And 

they agreed.  If there were only ten righteous in the cities, they would not be 

destroyed.   

 

This attitude tends to go against the mind of the flesh.  The flesh wants to be 

justified.  It wants to pretend it is righteous, but its neighbors are not.  And so 

it is so often too quick to judge, and too slow to teach.  The natural man would 

say, upon learning of their pending destruction of neighboring cities, who 

probably had mocked Abraham, and ridiculed him that he would not join with 

them in running to riot:  The natural man might says, “good!  Destroy those 

wicked people.  Show them how wicked they are.”  The natural man fails to 

realize the force of that which we read yesterday: 

Rom. 3:23  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” 

 

The wicked of Sodom and Gomorah were about to receive nothing that wasn’t 

due to all who sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  Jesus taught us 

our relationship to this, and how patient we must be with those who for a time, 

reject divine teaching.  

Luke 9:52-56  “And [Jesus] sent messengers before his face: and they 

went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for 

him.  And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he 

would go to Jerusalem.  And when his disciples James and John saw this, 

they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from 

heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?  But he turned, and 

rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.  For 

the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. And 

they went to another village.” 

 

What manner of men we ought to be, are men who have infinite patience with 

our brethren, always teaching calmly in the face of criticism, even when 

mocked, and to the best of our abilities, always teaching by example.  This 

was Abraham, when learning of the impending destruction of Sodom and 

Gormorah, he pleaded for them.   

 

The angels did go to Lot, to warn him to get he and his family out of the cities.  
That they would be destroyed.  But Lot’s wife had set her affections on the 

things of this world.  Her heart was with her sons in law, who looked at Lot 

as one who mocked.  We read of the account here: 

Gen. 19:14  “And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons-in-law, which 

married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the 
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LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his 

sons-in-law.”  

 

There is a lesson in this for us.  There is a time coming, when the world will 

finally be out of time.  That is not the time for us to begin our teaching.  The 

time for us to warn is now.  We may be reluctant to do so, because we don’t 

feel the urgency, or because we are apt to be ignored, or ridiculed when we 

bring these things up.  But the lesson of Lot’s sons-in-law, shows that there 

does come a time when it is too late.  When nothing more can be done.  And 

if the groundwork is not laid in advance, it can’t be laid at that time. 

 

The following day, the angel ordered Lot, (and those who would listen to him,) 

out of the cities. 

Gen. 19:15-17  “And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened 

Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; 

lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. And while he lingered, 

the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 

the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and 

they brought him forth, and set him without the city.  And it came to 

pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for 

thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to 

the mountain, lest thou be consumed.“ 

 

Look not behind you.  Yes, the angel knew that Lot had chosen this land, 

because of the things he could acquire in it.  And no doubt he had acquired 

much.  But it was all for nothing.  It was all going to be destroyed.  And Lot 

was lingering.  He was reluctant to leave it all behind. 

 

Lot’s wife however, was too attached to the things of the world, and she 

looked back.  Like the children of Israel under Moses, Abraham’s descendants 

would do about 350 years later when they came out of Egypt, they began to 

consider all the toys of this world which were lost to them, and they mourned 

for them.  Jesus told us: 

Luke 9:62  “And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to 

the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

 

When Lot’s wife  looked back, she became a pillar of salt.  It’s curious that 

salt was chosen to make of her a pillar.  Salt, added to the sacrifices under the 

law symbolized righteousness, truth, obedience, or faith.  It is that which gives 

enthusiasm and flavor to our activities.  We are to be sure our salt does not 
lose its savor, that is, that we do not lose our enthusiasm, our excitement, our 

interest in the things of the Truth.  In making Lot’s wife a pillar of salt, she 

became a testimony to all whose enthusiasm is reserved only for the things of 

the world, and not for God.  When called, she delayed.  She made excuses.  

She didn’t want to go.  When dragged away by the angels trying to help her, 
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she yearned to go back, and in direct disobedience to a divine command, she 

turned and died.  That is where her enthusiasm lay.  She was the salt for that 

wicked generation. 

 

Brothers and sisters, we all have, since our baptism, to some degree or other, 

found ourselves encumbered with the things of the world so that it has 

interfered with our work in the Truth.  We are blessed that our God is a loving 

God, not willing that any should perish.  But we should not tempt God, and 

do our best not to look back.  For the time is quickly approaching when the 

avenging angel will go forth and do to this world, what those angels did to 

Sodom and Gomorrah.   

 

Lot’s daughters, after the destruction of the cities looked around and decided 

that all humanity had been destroyed—that is how devastating the destruction 

was to those cities.  That will be how devastating the destruction of the world 

will be at the return of Christ.  The things we spoke of this week in our study 

classes, the creation of a giant plain north east of the city of Jerusalem, upon 

which the battle of the valley of Jehoshaphat will be fought.  That plain will 

be over five miles wide, where today, it is but a small little gully, easily 

covered on foot in a short period of time.  The waters from under the Altar, in 

the temple we have studied this week, will flow to the Dead Sea, healing it.  

The Dead Sea will be no longer dead, but will flow fresh water into the 

Mediterranean, and probably also into gulf of Aqaba in the Red Sea.  

Fishermen will line its banks, where today, no fishing exists.  It will probably 

create a trade route, connecting Asia with Europe like the Suez does today.  

But imagine the devastation that the earthquakes and volcanos will do, which 

will create these things, when they bring that much change to the geography 

of the world.  Not much of what exists today will survive, just like the cities 

of the plain in Lot’s day.  This is all the more reason, brethren, why it is so 

important that in these last few days or years, we do not look back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



259 

 

Hints For Bible Markers 
 

Psalm 17:7 
“Show thy marvelous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by Thy right hand 

them which put their trust in Thee from those that rise up against them.” 

 

This verse and the next few verses (vs. 7-9) show the utter confidence Christ 

and the saints have toward our Heavenly Father, their absolute faith in His 

favorable proclivity towards those who love His name. It is part of their prayer 

for God’s protection during the days of the Truth’s adversity. “Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear Him” (Psalms 103:13). 

 

“Right hand,” is a phrase which occurs in various passages of the Bible. In 

this case a more literal translation is, “Saving those trusting, from those that 

rise up, with Thy right hand. It is used in the scriptures as a symbol of power 

and strength (Psa. 60:5; Isa. 28:2), and as position as the chief place of honor 

and power, i.e. Psalm 45:9; Psalm 80:17; Psalm110:1. The idea is that God is  

to save by His own power those that trusted Him from those who rise up 

against them. 

 

Psalm 17:8, 9 

“Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of Thy wings, 

From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me 
about.” 

 

The word “apple” applied to the eye means the pupil. The word “apple” in 

this verse is derived from two Hebrew words: ּבת  bath which is translated 

daughter/s 525 times and איׁשון  'îyshôn which is only used 5 times in the Old 

Testament. The word is used in Deuteronomy 32:10, Psalm 17:8, and 

Proverbs 7:2 where it is rendered “apple.” It is also used in Proverbs 7:9, 

where it is rendered “black;” and Proverbs 20:20 where it is rendered 

“obscure.” The rendering “obscure” could also be easily changed to black 

without changing or confusing the meaning of the verse. The literal translation 

would be, “Keep me as the apple, the daughter, of the eye.” In the first 

illustration, Gesenius, in his lexicon, states that in the Hebrew “the daughter 

of the eye” is derived from a usage of the Hebrew word “daughter,” as 

denoting that which is dependent on, or connected with. 

 

The Son of God always realized the inability of the flesh to please the Deity 
and necessity of Divine assistance in overcoming it. Even as the parent bird 

completely shields her brood from evil, and cherishes them with the warmth 

of her own heart by covering them with her wings, so is it for all that realize 

they need God’s assistance. Jesus realized that all things are from God and he 

could do nothing of himself. Here is a prayer to God to preserve him safely, 
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through all the attempts against him, to aid in attaining the crown to which he 

was anointed. This prayer is both a prediction of the preservation of Christ 

through all the hardships and difficulties of his first appearance and the glories 

and joys of his exalted state. It is also a pattern to us all, to have confidence in 

God, trusting in Him to care for us and to do all things for our benefit. 

 

Psalm 17:10 
“They are enclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they speak proudly.” 

 

“They are enclosed in their own fat:” is an interesting declaration. In the past 

fat was considered the choicest or best of the meat. Hence it was made an 

offering to God. “And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and 
of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering” 

(Genesis 4:4). “And the priest shall burn them upon the altar: it is the food of 

the offering made by fire for a sweet savor: all the fat is the LORD's” 

(Leviticus 3:16). The meaning is that the wicked prosper being self-confident, 

proud, and contemptuous of others. This same condemnation was given by 

the Deity to Jerusalem, while describing her as the sister of Sodom. “Behold, 

this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fullness of bread, and 

abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she 
strengthen the hand of the poor and needy” (Ezekiel 16:49). We recognize the 

pride of life grows strongly in the mind of wicked men who are “are enclosed 

in their own fat.” The scriptures teach that they must prosper yet a little while, 

but the LORD will cause the proud to be debased and will bring their proud 

speeches to naught. 

 
Continued next month should the Lord will                                                         bro. Beryl Snyder  
 

 




