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Editorial 
 
Anyone honest with themselves will be forced to realize that apart from 
the work of the Apostles, our understanding of God’s plan would be so 
limited as to give us pause, as to whether we could obtain enough 
information to make any sense out of it at all.  Could we read the Old 
Testament, and from that alone derive the plan of Salvation God set out? 
 
The apostles explained to us the significance of the foundational promises 
God made to Abraham, and how these became available to us.  They 
explained the meaning of the law, and how it typified Jesus.  They 
explained how Jesus fulfilled the Law, and why that was so important in 
the forgiveness of our sins.  They even explained how Bible prophesy 
should be understood, providing, through John’s receiving of the 
Revelations, a prophesy for the next 2000 years or so.  
 
Our Statement of Faith highlights the importance of the work of the 
Apostles in Clause XV. 
 
XV.—That he sent forth apostles to proclaim salvation 
through him, as the only Name given under heaven 
whereby men may be saved (Acts 1:8; Matt. 28:19-20; 
Luke 24:46-48; Acts 26:16-18; 4:12). 
 
Now this clause may appear self-evident to most all students of the Bible, 
but sadly, it is not.  There are those who, like Judaizers of old, wish to be 
wedded to the Law, and these find the words of the Apostles 
“inconvenient” to say the least.   Still others flatter themselves thinking 
that they can just be a “good person” (whatever that means to them) and 
still be saved, contrary to the statements of the Apostles that Jesus is the 
only name under heaven by which men can be saved. 
 
The principle purpose of the apostles was to reveal the mystery of 
salvation which had been hid in the law.  This put them in an immediate 
collision course, as the Jews, the first people the apostles were sent to, 
were reluctant to accept the idea that the Law of Moses was fulfilled in the 
life of Jesus.  To some of the Jews, belief in the things Jesus accomplished 
were fine, but not to the interfering with, or ending, of the Law.  That was 
a bridge too far. 
 
In an important way, we are blessed that this was the case.  We have seen, 
historically and currently, how attractive it is to some to have the hard and 
fast guidelines of the law, that they can convince themselves that they are 
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doing God’s work by keeping aspects of the Mosaic Law.  Imagine how 
much worse it would be if the apostles had not been challenged on this 
point, and had they not given us such clear guidance such as this: 

2 Cor. 3:7-11  “But if the ministration of death, written and engraven 
in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 
stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; 
which glory was to be done away: How shall not the ministration of 
the spirit be rather glorious? For if the ministration of condemnation 
be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in 
glory.  For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this 
respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done 
away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious.”  

 
True, there are those who will tell us that the ministration of death 
engraven in stones, delivered by the glowing face of Moses was not a 
reference to the Mosaic Law.  To this we must just demur as the product 
of a prejudiced mind.  It is too obvious and too conclusive for an honest 
heart to miss. 
 
The work of the apostles, particularly the apostle Paul, but really all the 
apostles was for a specific purpose, of which Paul says: 

Col. 1:23  “If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be 
not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister;”  

 
There was a need to quickly (within 40 years) preach the gospel to every 
creature under the heavens, which was first to the Jews and then to the 
Gentiles. The end that was coming was the end of the Mosaic dispensation, 
when Rome sacked Jerusalem, killing most of the Jews, and scattering the 
remaining ones, destroying the Temple, and thus ending all semblance of 
the ability to keep the Mosaic Law.   
 
It is impossible to put the conversion of Cornelius, and the preaching of 
the gospel to the Gentiles in an accurate time frame. We can say that by 
the Jerusalem Conference of Acts 15 (which was 17 years following the 
Apostle Paul’s conversion), it had taken place.  Probably the Jerusalem 
Conference coincides with the famine mentioned by Josephus in the reign 
of Claudius, 45-47 AD.   
 
By 67 AD., the work of most of the apostles was complete.  John appears 
to be the only one to live past the destruction of Jerusalem, and he 
continues till about 100 AD.  But in that brief forty years, they opened the 
door for us to understand the mystery of Salvation. 
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A NEW AND LIVING WAY 
By Robert Roberts 

 
Read Hebrews Chapter 10. This chapter from the epistle to the Hebrews is 
evidently based upon something which has gone before. With that 
something we are familiar. It is the history of the nation of Israel, 
especially the events connected with the commencement of that history. 
They were brought out of Egypt by Moses, and carried through the 
wilderness, where they received from God a law—a law which necessarily 
recognised that the human race was sinful—sinful at its foundation head, 
or rather after the partaking of the forbidden fruit, and sinful also in its 
perpetuation, in that all Adam’s descendants were transgressors. God 
designed that law to fix this on the memory of the children of Israel, and 
thereby impress them with their dependence on Him in order that He might 
be recognised, and that they might not forget that forgiveness was to be 
obtained only in the way appointed by Him.  
 
The apostle styles that condition of things “a shadow.” We all know what 
a shadow is; it has form, but no substance, and is therefore useful to present 
an idea of that which is substantial. So was the law. It is accordingly 
spoken of by Paul in the second of Romans as “the ‘form’ of knowledge 
and of the truth,” a definition which we should bear in mind when thinking 
upon the subject. Do we want to understand more fully the “good things” 
that God has given us in Christ? They are presented to us in a “shadow” 
in the Mosaic Law, and a study of that shadow will teach us more 
accurately the things in the New Testament concerning Christ. The “good 
things” which were to “come” find their substance in him. He is the Head, 
and it is in consequence of that substance having been given that we find 
ourselves in the position we occupy this morning.  
 
While calling this to mind, we have to mourn the fact that those, to whom 
the shadow was in the first place given, do not appreciate the substance. 
With what perversity which characterized them from the beginning they 
adhere to that shadow which God has made void. But the Gentiles, who 
are so ready to condemn the Jews, are no better. Take for example the 
Romish Church. It pretends to have Christ really present in the bread and 
wine, which it styles, “the Sacrifice of the Mass.” The Gentiles endeavour 
to transform a symbol into the reality, and the Jews cling to a divine 
shadow after God has made it of no effect. Let us take care that we do 
neither. Let us not cling to the shadows. There are more shadows than the 
law. The world is a shadow; we are shadows. The Psalmist says, 

“My days are like a shadow that declineth.” 
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Let us have our minds fixed upon the substance. Two courses lie before 
us, and in the end we must reap according to that which we have sown. 
 
The apostle proceeds to elaborate this reference to the shadowy character 
of the law by reminding his readers of the annual remembrance of sins. 
According to the law the Jews were required to offer up sacrifice for every 
class of sin; and in addition, supposing every sin were atoned for, there 
came a day in each year when it was necessary for the high priest to make 
atonement in the Most Holy for himself and the nation. Year after year it 
was repeated, and therefore the apostle reasons, and it is but a logical 
conclusion—that the yearly remembrance of those sins is in itself evidence 
that they were not completely taken away by the shadowy offerings. 
 
Having referred to the typical atonement, he calls attention to the 
substance. “Wherefore when ‘he’ cometh into the world.” Who is the 
“He”? There is no mention of him in this chapter, but there is in the 
preceding one. Going back to the closing verses we find reference made 
to him: 

“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time, without sin, unto 
salvation.” 

 
This then is the “he” who “cometh” into the world. He came into the 
world and fulfilled the prediction of the Psalmist—“Sacrifice and offering 
Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared me: in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices for sins Thou hast had no pleasure.” Well would it have 
been if the Jew had remembered this. 
 
You know from the record of their doings and God’s condemnation of 
them, that they exalted sacrifice into a place which it was not intended to 
occupy. An illustration of this is seen in the case of Saul, whose conduct 
caused Samuel to say— 

“Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat 
of rams.” 

 
The same principle is expressed in certain words in the prophecy of 
Jeremiah (ch. 7:22)— 

“I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that 
I brought them out of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.” 

 
That sounds strange in view of the fact that God commanded the bringing 
of burnt offerings and sacrifices. Substitute the words “for the sake of” 
instead of “concerning” and the meaning is made clear. 
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“I spake not . . . (for the sake of) burnt offerings or sacrifices, but this 
thing I commanded them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your 
God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I 
have commanded you, that it may be well unto you.” 

 
Now in Christ we see one who did that. He never had to offer up an animal 
sacrifice. True, the Mosaic ceremonies were attended to in connection with 
him, but that was not on account of personal transgression. Christ’s 
position is represented in the words of the verse— 

“Then said I, lo I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me, 
to do Thy will, O God.” 

 
He did that will perfectly; and because he did so, the sacrifice he was able 
to offer in his own person was an acceptable one, and put the seal to the 
typical sacrifices. Proceeding further, the apostle connects the doing of 
that will with believers: 

“By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

 
That is to say; Christ did God’s will; through his doing that will we are 
sanctified; separated in the first instance; and made completely holy. It 
was of sufficient power to give us sanctification in its most exalted and 
perfect condition, namely, that of receiving glory, honour, and 
immortality. We need not to offer up from time to time. We come this 
morning simply to bring to memory Christ’s offering. It is not a sacrifice; 
the Table is not an altar; we are not priests of the Levitical order. In one 
sense we are priests, to offer spiritual sacrifices of praise and prayer 
acceptable to our Father in heaven: 

“By him (Christ), therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 
But to do good and to distribute forget not, for with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased.” 

 
The apostle, having thus elaborated his argument, bases upon it this 
exhortation— 

“Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated 
for us through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having a high 
priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart, in 
full assurance of faith having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.” 

 
To realise the meaning of that passage we require to understand something 
of the shadows which he mentions. The writer was familiar with them, and 
so were those to whom he wrote. If, therefore, we wish to understand the 
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passage, we must possess the same knowledge. The tabernacle was a 
structure, the first part of which was for the ordinary priests; but the second 
part for the high priest alone; and into that, even he only entered on one 
day each year. Are we invited to go into a similar place when the apostle 
exhorts us to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus? Christ has gone 
into heaven itself; how can we enter there? By faith. We know he is there. 
We are told that he is our priest. We are told that he mediates for us, and 
therefore we know it and should act upon it. But in what state of mind are 
we to enter? “With boldness”—not timidity—not with fear, like that which 
Israel exhibited when the mount shook. We are to go freely. There is no 
restriction; we can go any time— 

“The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open 
unto their cry.” 

 
The ears of the Lord are always open. But we must approach Him in the 
right way. There are certain conditions of approach, and those are 
indicated here. One has already been referred to: “full assurance of faith.” 
There is another: “with a true heart.” That implies the existence of a false 
heart. What is it to have “a true heart”? Is it not to have our affections 
fixed upon Him, to love what He loves, to hate what He hates, much after 
the manner indicated in the salutation of Jehu to Jonadab, the son of 
Rechab (2 Kings 10:15)? 

“Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart?” 
 
Let us come to God then with this “true heart” and “full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water.” The mention of sprinkling carries us back to the 
past; it reminds us that when we were immersed we passed through the 
laver, that our hearts were sprinkled from the evil conscience which we 
previously had, that we were invested with a robe of righteousness, after 
the manner of the Aaronic priests, and that we were thereby placed in a 
position to approach by the new and living way. The veil of the temple 
was rent in twain at the death of Christ to signify that it was no longer the 
way of approach towards God. In drawing near by this new and living way, 
we are exhorted to “hold fast without wavering.” Why should we waver? 
Flesh and blood is strong, but flesh and blood must be curbed. You say, it 
is difficult. So it is; the “Truth” is difficult. It is a matter of “overcoming.” 
To whom are the promises made in the second and third of Revelation?  

“To him that overcometh.”  
“He that overcometh shall inherit all things.” 

 
Therefore we must set ourselves to work with determination in a practical 
manner, to overcome the inclination of the flesh in every direction. If we 
do that, we shall not waver. God does not waver. If, therefore, our heart be 
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with Him we shall not waver. We have an illustration of His faithfulness 
in connection with His planting the nation of Israel in Canaan. 

“There failed not ought of any good thing which the Lord had spoken 
unto the house of Israel, all came to pass” (Joshua 21:45).  

 
So it will be with us. Those “good things” are beyond our perception at 
the present time. They will operate for our eternal good according to the 
extent to which the mind is allowed to dwell upon them. We are not simply 
to read. We are told to meditate; and to meditate not upon what has been 
only, but on those things which are to be. Where are they given? God 
presents in His Word a picture of good things in store for those who love 
and obey Him. Writing to the Romans, the apostle says (ch. 8:28-31), 

“We know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. For whom 
He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called: 
and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, 
them He also glorified. What shall we say then to these things? If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” 

 
What a power we have on our side! Are we fainthearted? God reveals 
Himself to us as a God of strength, the God of Israel. Let us go to Him to 
obtain that strength. The apostle says in the passage we have lately read in 
the Hebrews: 

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

 
A ‘throne of grace’ is a throne of favour. There are thrones of favour now 
on earth. The throne of England is one, and the queen is styled “Her Most 
Gracious Majesty.” The terms ‘grace’ and ‘gracious’ are often used in 
connection with her throne. But how small the grace in comparison with 
the grace of God. We have already tasted thereof. That should be a reason 
for relying on Him for the future. Those who have tried it have found it a 
strong support. His promises have to be tried in order to find that God is a 
present God, a living God, that He acts now as He did in the past: not as 
openly, but as really. If we persevere we shall be strengthened. We shall 
find that as one difficulty is overcome, we shall proceed in “full assurance 
of faith,” to overcome further difficulties, just as David did. He said on the 
occasion of his encounter with Goliath, 

“The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the 
paw of the bear, He will deliver me out of the hand of the Philistine.” 
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Our difficulties may be to us quite as great as that was to David; but if we 
look to God we shall be able to overcome, and then we can say with the 
apostle at the close of the 8th of Romans, 

“Nay in all things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 
The Work of the Apostles  
VS. The Work of Balaam 

By John Thomas 
 
The Star-Angel, or eldership, of the ecclesia in Pergamos in the general 
were the character of Antipas, a symbolical name for the Spirit’s faithful 
witness, “Yet,” said he, “I have against thee a few things, because thou 
hast there them holding fast the teaching of Balaam who taught Balak to 
cast a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat idol-sacrifices, and 
to fornicate. So hast thou also them holding fast the teaching of the 
Nikolaitans, which thing I detest.” 
 
Balaam, like Nikolaitan, Antipas, etc., is a typical name. It is written �םעל, 
Bilaam in the Hebrew; from �םעל ל, bela am, signifying wasting of the 
people. A Nikolaitan is a vanquisher of the people; and a Balaam is a 
waster of the people; qualities uniting in the same class. It is also the name 
of an ancient prophet, who, in the days of Moses, resided at Pethor on the 
Euphrates, in Mesopotamia, among the mountains of the East. Though a 
believer in the true God, he practiced divination for the discovery of 
enchantments, and was held in high esteem by the Baal-worshippers of his 
time; who declared their conviction, that “whom he blessed was blessed, 
and whom he cursed was cursed.” 
 
On a certain occasion, when the Israelites were encamped in the plains of 
Moab, on the east of Jordan by Jericho, Balak, the king of Moab, in concert 
with the Midianites, sent princes to Balaam, with the rewards of 
divination, to request him to come and curse them, that being devoted to 
destruction, he might prevail over them, and expel them from the country. 
But God said to him, “Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse 
the people: for they are blessed.” Upon this he refused to go, and the 
princes returned to Moab. 
 
But Balak was importunate. He sent again by more princes, and of a higher 
rank, and with promises of great honor and riches, if he would comply 
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with his request. But, though he loved the wages of unrighteousness, he 
was afraid to encounter the consequences of violating the interdict he had 
received. He concluded, however, to try the Lord again, and see if He 
would not relax in favor of his covetousness. At night he received the 
answer, that if the men came to call him, he might rise up and go with 
them; but he was to speak only the word revealed to him at the time.  
 
It seems, however, that he was so keen after the honors and rewards, that 
he did not wait to be called, but of his own accord rose up, and posted off 
with two servants. Balaam was evidently a man of bad principles. No 
further account would be necessary to prove this. Yahweh had told him 
that the people were blessed, yet he sought to gratify a Baal-worshipper 
for a reward, in seeming to comply with his request. Had his heart been 
right, he would have accepted God’s interdict as final, and have refused to 
consult the Lord any more upon the subject. He would have dismissed the 
princes of Moab with an unqualified and emphatic denial, and have 
commanded them to appear no more in his presence with their bribes to 
sin.  
 
But no; he professed a zeal for the word of Jehovah his God, while he was 
anxious to please the worshippers of Baal for reward. “If Balak would give 
me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of 
Yahweh my God, to do less or more;” but stay; don’t go away; I will see 
what I can get Him to let me do! If he had been an honest and upright man, 
he would not have said “I cannot,” but he would have declared, “I will not 
go beyond His word.” 
 
But he went with two servants, and therefore God’s anger was kindled; 
“and an angel of Yahweh stood in the way for a Satan against him,” with 
a naked sword in his hand. When his eyes were opened to see the peril, he 
fell prostrate; and having received a severe reproof for the perverseness of 
his way, he was permitted to go with the princes. 
 
Balak hearing of his approach went forth to meet him. Balaam having 
explained his position, accompanied Balak to Kirjath-huzzoth, the capital 
of Moab, where he ate of the idol-sacrifices with the princes of the king; 
and on the morrow, they took up their position on one of the high places 
of Baal, commanding a view of the four square encampment of Israel. But 
Jehovah would not allow him to defy them, but compelled him to utter 
those beautiful predictions of their future glory under the Star and Sceptre 
of Jacob, recorded in Num. 23 and 24.  
 
Seeing he could not reverse Yahweh’s blessing upon His people, and 
knowing that His favor is consequent on keeping His commandments, he 
counselled Balak to cast a stumblingblock before them, causing them to 
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sin. Instead, therefore, of advising him to war, he suggested the policy of 
seducing them from their allegiance to Yahweh and His law, by sending 
in the daughters of Moab among them, and enticing them to impurity and 
idolatry. Balak followed his advice, and by the means proposed, caused 
Israel to be joined to Baalpeor, which caused the anger of Yahweh to 
smoke against them. 
 
Such, in brief, is the history of the prophet who caused a wasting of the 
people; for Yahweh commanded their chiefs to be hung, and all who had 
offended to be slain to the number of twenty-four thousand. The points of 
his character were covetousness, perverseness, presumptuousness, 
unrighteousness, beguiler of unstable Israelites, apostasy from the right 
way. Where such attributes of character meet in a class of persons, they 
are said in the New Testament to be “following the way of Balaam the son 
of Bosor;” and Balaam becomes the representative of the class. 
 
Thus, in the days of the apostles, there were “false teachers” in the 
Christian congregations, whose motives, teaching, and practices, were 
analogous to Balaam’s. They were “grievous wolves,” wasters of the 
people, “speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after them.” 
They taught that belief of the gospel, and being baptized, was not enough; 
but that, in addition to this, it was necessary also to be circumcised, and 
keep the Law of Moses, or men could not be saved. They appended this 
dogma to the wholesome words of the Lord Jesus, in order to popularize 
his doctrine, and make it palatable to the Jews.  
 
Paul styles it “another gospel; which (truly) is not another, but a perversion 
thereof.” He says that they who preached it were “accursed;” that they 
sought to bring believers into bondage; and that, desiring to make a fair 
show in the flesh, they constrained their victims to be circumcised, only 
lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ—Acts 15:1–5; 
20:29, 30; Gal. 1:6, 7; 2:4; 5:10; 6:12. 
 
They proceeded from bad to worse. They inculcated a distinction of meats 
and drink; the observance of holy days, new moons, and Sabbaths; and a 
voluntary humility in neglecting the body, and worshipping of angels. 
They not only commanded to abstain from meats, but they also forbid to 
marry; and corrupted the minds of their dupes with fables, endless 
genealogies, and doctrines of demons—Col. 2:16, 18, 22, 23; 1 Tim. 1:4; 
4:1, 3. 
 
But these false teachers not only Judaized, or taught disciples to seek a 
justification by Mosaic observances, but some of them Gentilized by 
indoctrinating them with the principles of philosophy, and inducing them 
to conform to practices and customs of idolatry. Paul wrote 1 Cor. 8 and 
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10:7–33, to fortify the minds of the brethren against their influence. His 
reasoning in these places is directed against the teaching of the Balaam-
class who taught the lawfulness of eating idol sacrifices in the temples. 
Their argument was after this wise: “We have knowledge. We know that 
the idols are nothing; so that in eating of the demon-sacrifices, and 
drinking of the demon-cup, not having an idolatrous conscience, we 
perform no act of worship: being safe with God upon this point, we obtain 
the advantage of seeming conformity in avoiding persecution for our 
desertion of the national superstition.” 
 
In philosophizing, they taught the inherent immortality of all men. They 
rejected the immortality of body, and substituted for it the indwelling of 
an “immortal soul” in the mortal body; and affirmed its separate and 
independent intelligent existence in heaven the instant the heart ceased to 
beat and the lungs to breathe. This led them to deny the resurrection of the 
body, and to teach that “the resurrection had passed already;” or, what is 
equivalent to it, that “there is no resurrection of the dead;” and so 
overthrowing the faith of some, by their profane vain babblings and 
oppositions of science, falsely so called—1 Cor. 15:12; 2 Tim. 2:18; 1 
Tim. 6:20. 
 
Now, of these false teachers the apostle saith, “They reckon of us as if we 
walked according to the flesh: and say, his letters are weighty and 
powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. 
But though I be rude in speech, yet am I not in knowledge. They are false 
apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of 
Christ. And no marvel; for the Satan himself is transformed into an angel 
of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed 
as ministers of righteousness.  
 
Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the 
seed of Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ? I speak ironically, 
I am more. In nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be 
nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all 
patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. But, being crafty, they 
say I caught you with guile!”—2 Cor. 10:2, 10; 11:4, 6, 13–15, 22; 12:11, 
12, 16; Phil. 3:2, 18, 19. 
 
Still speaking of these, he says, “There are many unruly and vain talkers 
and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision, whose mouths must be 
stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, 
for filthy lucre’s sake. Their mind and conscience are defiled. They profess 
that they know God, but in works they deny him, being abominable and 
disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate”—Tit. 1:10. “They have 
a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof. Of this sort are they who 
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creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away 
with divers lusts, ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. Now, as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these 
also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 
They are evil men and seducers, and will wax worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived”—2 Tim. 3:1–13. 
Peter was not behind Paul in his denunciation of this class of men whose 
diabolical mission it was to turn the grace of God into licentiousness.  
 
“There were,” saith he, “false prophets among the people (Israel) even as 
there shall be false teachers among you (Nazarenes,) who will privily 
introduce destructive sects, and denying the Master that bought them. And 
many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of 
the truth will be evil spoken of. And through covetousness will they with 
feigned words make merchandise of you. As natural brute beasts made to 
be taken and destroyed, they speak evil of the things they do not 
understand; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption.”  
 
He then shows that these characters were already in full operation in the 
societies of the faithful; for, he continued, “They are spots and blemishes, 
sporting themselves with their own deceivings, while they feast with you; 
having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling 
unstable souls; an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; 
cursed children: who have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, 
following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of 
unrighteousness; but was rebuked for his iniquity. These are wells without 
water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; for whom the mist of 
darkness is reserved in the Aion. For when they speak great swelling words 
of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much 
wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.  
 
While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of 
corruption”—2 Pet. 2. These were the scoffers who appeared in the last 
days of the Mosaic Aion, “walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where 
is the promise of His coming?”—the “false prophets” that the Lord Jesus 
predicted would “arise and deceive many; and say in heart, the Lord 
delayeth his coming;” and should therefore “begin to smite their fellow-
servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken”—Matt. 24:11, 48, 49. 
 
John also, to whom the Apocalypse was revealed, is particularly pointed 
against these wolves in the clothing of sheep. “Little children,” saith he, 
“it is the last hour: and as ye have heard that the Antichrist comes, even 
now many antichrists exist: whereby we know that it is the last hour. They 
went out from us, but they were not of us; for, if they had been of us, they 
would have continued with us: but they went out that they might be made 



494 
 

manifest that they were not all of us.” They denied that Jesus is the Christ; 
and, consequently, repudiated the doctrine of the manifestation of the 
Father through him as the Son. Therefore, referring to them, John inquires, 
“Who is the liar but he who affirms that Jesus is not the Christ? This is the 
Antichrist rejecting the Father and the Son.”  
 
From this it would appear, that they had given the lie to the apostles for 
teaching what they had come to deny; but John retorted upon them that 
they were the liars, and the germ of the Antichrist to be more fully 
revealed. “These things,” says he, “I write unto you concerning them that 
seduce you. Little children, let no man deceive you. Believe not every 
spirit”—believe not every man who pretends to speak by the spirit: “but 
try the spirits;” bring them to the test of the Law and the Testimony, and 
by this standard ascertain “whether they be of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world. By this ye may know the Spirit of 
God; every spirit (or prophet) that confesseth that Jesus Christ has come 
in flesh is from God: and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ 
came in flesh is not of God: and this is the (spirit) of the Antichrist which 
ye have heard that it comes; and is now already in the world. They (these 
false prophets or teachers) are of the world; because of this they speak of 
the world (being inspired by its traditions) and the world hears them”—1 
John 2:18, 19, 22; 4:1–6. 
 
These were they who released their hold upon the name of Jesus, and 
denied his faith; and who were strenuously opposed by the true believers 
under the class-name, or symbol, Antipas, which see. John in writing his 
second epistle wrote to an Antipas-Ecclesia, or community of faithful 
witnesses. He exhorted them to continuance in the truth that was from the 
beginning; and as the reason of his exhortation refers to the fact that “many 
deceivers were entered into the world, not confessing that Jesus Christ is 
come in flesh: this,” says he, “is the deceiver and the Antichrist.”  
 
Therefore, he continues, “If there come any unto you and bring not the 
doctrine of Christ (that He is come in flesh,) receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed.” In his third epistle, he informs us that 
Diotrephes was one of this class, and refused even to acknowledge him. 
Affairs must have attained to a preeminently antichristian state to have 
come to this. This Diotrephes loved to have the pre-eminence in the 
congregation, and prated against John and his friends with malicious 
words; “and not content therewith, did himself neither receive the 
brethren, and forbade them that would, and cast them out of the ecclesia.” 
 
The manifestation of these false teachers contemporary with the apostles 
created a crisis in the history of the faith. It had come to this, either they 
must be put down, or the doctrine of Christ would be suppressed. This 
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alternative would certainly have resulted, if God had not reserved to 
himself a remnant who refused to bow the knee to Baal. This remnant was 
Antipas; and therefore against all the Nicolaitanes, Balaams, and Jezebels; 
false teachers, who had crept in unawares, corrupting and handling the 
word of God deceitfully, that they might make it less offensive to the Jews 
and idolaters; and so make the profession of Christianity more popular, 
and consequently, less dangerous to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness in the world. 
 
The only weapon granted to Antipas against Satan was “the two-edged 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” He was to be earnest and 
indefatigable in the use of this, that he might perpetuate the faith in the 
heart of a remnant till the apocalypse of Christ—Rev. 6:11; 12:17. Writing 
to this class to which the apostles belonged, Jude says, “It was needful for 
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for 
the faith once for all delivered to the Saints. For there are certain men crept 
in unawares, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying the only sovereign Deity, even our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  
 
These, after the example of Israel in the wilderness, the messengers that 
kept not their first estate, and Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities of the 
plain, “believed not,” “left their first love,” and “gave themselves over to 
fornication, going after other flesh,” and to eating of things idolatrously 
devoted. They were dreaming fanatics who defiled the flesh, despised 
authority, and spoke evil of the illustrious, as Diotrephes did of John and 
others. They spoke evil of those things which they understood not: but 
what they knew naturally, as the irrational creatures, in those things they 
corrupt themselves. “Woe unto them!” exclaims Jude, “for they have gone 
in the way of Cain, and rushed headlong into the error of Balaam for hire, 
and destroyed themselves with the rebellion of Korah.  
 
These are sunken rocks feasting with you in your love-feasts, feeding 
themselves without fear; clouds without water, borne about by winds; 
fruitless autumnal trees, twice dead, uprooted; stars, to whom the 
blackness of darkness is reserved for the Aion. These are grumblers, fault-
finders, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh pompous 
things, praising persons for the sake of gain. But, beloved,” continues 
Jude, “remember ye the words before spoken by the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; thus they told you that in the last period there will be scoffers 
walking after the lusts of their impieties. These who separate themselves 
are they, animal, not having spirit.” 
 
From these testimonies who can forbear to exclaim, what an apostasy is 
here! As Paul truly styled it, it was “THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY,” 
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which he said “already is working;” and was that iniquity to which Jesus 
referred, as the result of the operation of the many false prophets that 
would arise, saying, “and because of the abounding of the iniquity, the 
love of the many will grow cold”—Matt. 24:11, 12. It must have been a 
matter of great mortification to the apostles to witness such havoc in the 
field of their labors. Yet, when we consider the natural perverseness of 
flesh, any other result would have excited more surprise. No names more 
appropriate could have been selected from Jewish history, to designate this 
incarnate iniquity of the apostolic age, than those of Balaam and Jezebel, 
who were hoi nikontes ton laon, the Conquerors of the people, or 
Nikolaitoi, Nicolaitans. They made war upon the saints, and prevailed 
against them. 
 
Here, then, was an organization, a fellowship of iniquity, developed from 
the tares which the enemy had sown among the wheat. It grew up with the 
good seed until it acquired political ascendancy, and then the separation 
became complete. The “woman Jezebel” in the maturity of her 
abominations, became “the Church,” the daughter of Baal and the wife of 
Ahab, the State-Harlot of the habitable; and the Balaam-corrupters of the 
disciples, the priests of her idolatrous communion. 
 
Thus the elements of the Apostasy were ecclesiastically organized 
antecedently to the revelation of the things exhibited in the Apocalypse. 
The men that figure as “THE FATHERS,” such as the writers of the 
Apocryphal New Testament, Cyprian, Origen, &c., were of Balaam. From 
Balaam and Jezebel have sprung the Clergy of all the Names and 
Denominations of Christendom. These are the successors of those self-
styled apostles, who prated with malicious words against the true apostles; 
and the leading characteristics of the Balaamite teachers of the first 
century, will be found to be those of the Clergy of our own times. The 
following enumeration will establish the truth of this remark: 
 

1.  The primitive Balaamites prophesied for hire; so do the clergy; 
 
2.  The primitive Balaamites preached perverse things to draw away 
disciples after them, that their hire might be increased; so do the 
clergy; 
 
3.  The primitive Balaamites blended Mosaic observances with gospel 
principles, Judaizing and sabbatizing especially; so do the clergy; 
 
4.   The primitive Balaamites preached a perverted gospel, or rather 
no gospel at all; so do the clergy. 
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5.   The primitive Balaamites brought the people into bondage; so 
have the clergy, and keep them so; 
 
6.   The primitive Balaamites commanded to abstain from meats and 
drinks; so do clergy; 
 
7.   They taught the worship of saints and angels, and forbid to marry; 
so do the popish clergy; 
 
8.    They sought to please men, and flattered them for gain; so do the 
clergy; 
 
9.    They made the doctrine of the resurrection and a future judgment 
of none effect by their traditions about souls; so do the clergy; 
 
10.  They made merchandize of the bodies and souls of men with 
feigned words; so do the clergy; 
 
11.  They knew more of heathen philosophy and learning than of the 
gospel; so do the clergy; 
 
12.  They thought more highly of their own speculations than of 
apostolic and prophetic truth; so do the clergy; 
 
13.  They taught things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake; 
so do the clergy; 
 
14.  They professed that they knew God, but were disobedient; so are 
the clergy; 
 
15.  They resisted the truth, and caused it to be evil spoken of; so do 
the clergy. 
 
16.  They scoffed at the coming of the Lord; so do the clergy; 
 
17.  They denied that Jesus came in flesh, and so originated the 
immaculate conception; so do the clergy; 
 
18.  They were of the world, therefore the world heard them; so are 
the clergy, and therefore it hears and honors them; 
 
19.  They loved the preeminence; so do the clergy; 
 
20.  They cast all out of their churches that stood by the apostles, and 
opposed their errors; so do the clergy; 
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21.  They were destroyers and corrupters of the people; so are the 
clergy; 
 
22.  The primitive Balaamites were inventors and lovers of lies 
subversive of the truth; so are the clergy; 
 
23.  They made a fair show in the flesh, had a form of godliness, and 
set up for ministers of righteousness, while really the servants of sin; 
this is equally true of the clergy. 

 
“CLERGY,” in the Gentile use of the word, is generic, comprehending 
many species, and in the popular sense, signifies “the body of men set apart 
by due ordination for the service of God;” hence, a clergyman is “one in 
holy orders, not a laick,” or one of the people. Every sect has its peculiar 
“clergy,” which are hired, like Balaam of old, to do the will of Balak, that 
is, to preach the dogmas of their employers. There was a diversity among 
the children of Balaam and Jezebel in apostolic times. Hence Jude 
exhorted Antipas to “have compassion on some, making a difference; and 
others, save, snatching them out of the fire with fear, (lest they also should 
be scorched;) hating also the garment defiled by the flesh.” Some were 
more deceived than willfully deceiving, still, they were all engaged in one 
work, consciously or not, and that was in “making the word of God of none 
effect by their traditions,” and “teaching for doctrine the commandments 
of men;” so that the sentence of condemnation to the blackness of the 
darkness in the Aion, rested upon them all. 
 
Thus it is likewise with their clerical successors in the nineteenth and 
previous centuries. All the clerical species are not equally abominable in 
detail; and individuals even of the same species, are far less exceptionable 
than others. Apart from their spiritual merchandizing, many of them are 
moral, intelligent, and honorable citizens of the world.  
 
The Protestant Clergy of all sects are generally more intelligent and moral 
than their brethren in “Holy Orders” of the Latin and Greek departments 
of Jezebel’s house. The latter are designated apocalyptically “worshippers 
of Demons, and of idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, incapable 
of seeing, hearing, or walking: murderers, sorcerers, fornicators, and 
thieves”—Rev. 9:20, 21.  
 
The Protestant clergy, however, though making a better show in the flesh, 
are not clean. When men read prayers on a day set apart by mere human 
authority in honor of “St. Charles the Martyr” (the royal tyrant beheaded 
by Cromwell), and other equally holy witnesses, whose ghosts, they affirm 
to be in heaven and crowned with glory, they are worshippers of Demons. 
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When men preach funeral sermons in praise of souls, which, in dying, they 
declare went to heaven, where they have become guardian-angels or spirits 
to their friends on earth, their congregations responding in faith or word, 
they are all worshippers of Demons.  
 
When men teach, endorsing, as they do, their dogmatism by their practice, 
that mankind can devote their lives to sin, and perpetrate the blackest 
crimes against God and society; and under the influence of their 
instruction, persuasions, and prayers, the wretches may be brought to 
peace with God by a penitentiary act of the mind, in view of the positive 
declaration of the scripture, saying, “The unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous (who are idolaters), nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no man 
deceive you with vain words; for because of these things the wrath of God 
comes upon the children of disobedience”—Eph. 5:5, 6; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10; 
and, “no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him”—1 John 3:15—when 
the clergy of all sects teach practically such blasphemy of God as this, they 
are liars, and murderers of the people.  
 
When citizens in “Holy Orders” teach, that by reading from a book certain 
stereotyped prayers, and by sprinkling a few drops of water from a basin 
on the face of a baby, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the 
creature is baptized, and regenerated, and become a member of the 
mystical body of Christ, they not only blaspheme, but they practice 
sorcery, in the name of Deity.  
 
And lastly, when Gentiles, by Act of Parliament, and by arms, as a 
Rathcormack, and Edinburgh, or by distraint as upon Quakers, compel 
men to pay them tithes of produce, church rates, and Easter offerings, they 
are thieves and robbers of the people; and though very classical and 
gentlemanly in their way, they are the children of Balaam, beguiling 
unstable souls, and having a heart exercised with covetous practices. 
 
The general characteristics of the clergy are notoriously such as we have 
set forth. The exceptions may be said to establish the rule. There is this 
difference, however, between them and their “Fathers” of the first and 
second centuries—“the Fathers”—became the sons of Balaam with their 
eyes open. They knew “the right way;” but “forsook it, and went astray;” 
they were “children of God;” but became “cursed children;” they had been 
“bought” of the Lord; but they afterwards “denied the Lord who bought 
them.” All this made their offence inexcusable; they will, therefore, rise to 
the judgment of the Aion, and to the blackness of the darkness connected 
with it.  
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But their clerical posterity are not so. These have not known the right way; 
and therefore cannot be said strictly to “have forsaken it;” they have never 
become “children of God;” and cannot therefore by styled “cursed 
children;” neither has the Lord bought them; so that they cannot be said to 
have denied him as their despotes or, Master. They have entered upon life 
finding the kosmial arena preoccupied by a Jezebel Institution, now styled 
“Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of 
the Earth.” As youths, they are taught by their parents and tutors to call its 
dogmas and practices Christianity; and its organization “Christendom,” or 
the Dominion of Christ! Deceiving and being deceived, their teachers 
indoctrinate them with theological sentiments which, acting upon 
Cautiousness, Conscientiousness, Veneration, and Marvellousness, 
develop a mystical pietism of flesh, which is known by the peculiar tone 
and grimace, or sanctimoniousness, that invariably accompany it.  
 
A youth pietized after this fashion is no longer master of himself. Yielding 
to the hallucination, mesmerically controlled by surrounding 
circumstances and opinions; and being also ambitious of professional rank 
and status in society; he gets a notion into his head that his pious ambition 
is a feeling wrought in him by the spirit of God; and conceits absurdly 
enough, that it is a call of God, such as Aaron was the subject of, for him 
to prepare himself for “the ministry!”  
 
Having got this crotchet into his young brain, he is haunted by it until he 
gets into the way of “duty,” in which he continues until he is enthroned the 
One Man of a community which recognizes him as the oracular expounder 
of its creed, a successor of the apostles, and a minister and ambassador of 
Jesus Christ, at five hundred, two thousand, or more or less, per annum, 
according to their ability to pay, and the market price his vanity or 
presumption, or it may be his humility, may place upon himself!! 
 
Here, then, is a poor unfortunate creature indoctrinated, deceived, and 
ordained the spiritual guide of the blind, by a system he had no hand in 
creating. It has duped him, and installed him the dupe of others in turn. 
The system made him a clergyman, priest, or minister; and he, knowing 
no better, glorifies the system as “the Church,” and approved of God! He 
is a soul merchant. The souls of others are his stock in trade; and he 
undertakes to take care of them for their owners, so as to leave them leisure 
to devote themselves to trade, commerce, literature, and politics, provided 
they will make it worth his while; that is to say, profitable; otherwise, not. 
This is the true Balaam-principle. He thinks it just. Other men will not 
work for nothing, and find themselves; why should he? Especially as it is 
written, “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn;” and “He 
that preaches the gospel should live of the gospel;” and “If we have sown 
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unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal 
things?” He is very familiar with these texts, which when rightly applied 
are admirable. But, in quoting them he is somewhat inattentive to the 
conditions.  
 
The ox must tread out the corn before he is entitled to eat of it; the gospel 
must be preached before a preacher can scripturally claim to live of it; and 
the things ministered must be those of God’s spirit, ere a minister can lay 
claim to people’s carnal things in exchange. Now the treading of the clergy 
is the treading out of tares and thistles; therefore, tares and thistles should 
be the food of Balaam’s ass: they do not preach the gospel Paul preached, 
that is certain; neither do they minister the things of the Spirit of God: their 
claim, therefore, to a piece of bread, or a profitable living in ease and 
luxury, on the authority of these texts, is only an additional evidence of the 
imposition they are, perhaps unwittingly, practicing on mankind.  
 
It is unquestionably just that a man should be paid for his labor. If a 
community of errorists want a man to preach their creed, and to defend it 
through thick and thin; if they want him to proselyte other men to it, and 
to make them feel comfortable about their souls—they ought to make it 
profitable, and very profitable too; for in proportion to the desperateness 
of the enterprise should be the magnitude of its reward. And what 
enterprise more desperate than cheating souls under pretense of curing 
them? It is spiritual assassination and homicide.  
 
But, we are charitable enough to think that with many of the clergy it is 
manslaying without intent to kill. With “the fathers” of the clergy in the 
first century, this consideration in mitigation of punishment, cannot be 
indulged. To blackness of the darkness, then, the clergy, ancestors and 
posterity, are doomed; but as the latter are not apostates from the right 
way, having never known it; yet are of the apostasy being ignorantly 
subjected to its authority and power—we apprehend that, dying in their 
ignorance, they will reap the corruption of the grave; and there remain 
among “the dead whom Yahweh remembereth no more”—“in the land of 
forgetfulness”—“the land of darkness, and the shadow of death; a land of 
darkness as darkness itself; of the shadow of death without any order, and 
where the light is as darkness”—Job 10:21; Psa. 88:5, 12.  
 
But, in regard to “the Fathers” of the “Holy Orders,” “a sorer punishment” 
awaits them. “It had been better for them,” says Peter, “not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the 
holy commandment delivered unto them”—2 Epist. 2:21. They are 
therefore obnoxious to a sorer punishment—a resurrection to judgment 
and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries—Heb. 10:27, 29. 
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In the twenty-three points already enumerated we have shown the identity 
of the clergy with the sons of Balaam in the apostles’ days; but, in order 
that the antichristian character of the clerical orders of all sects may be 
complete, we shall also enumerate the points, the principal ones at least, 
in which the clergy of our times and the apostles and their co-laborers, are 
opposed. 

1. The apostles preached “the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden 
wisdom which God ordained before the Aions to their glory—1 Cor. 
2:7. The clergy know nothing of this; 
 
2. When the apostles preached they “declared the testimony of God” 
contained in the writings of Moses and the Prophets; and their own 
personal testimony to the resurrection of Jesus, together with the 
revelation of the mystery made known to them by the Spirit—1 Cor. 
2:1; Rom. 16:25, 26; Eph. 3:5, 9. This is all Sanskrit to the clergy—
they cannot attain to it. 
 
3. The apostles not only showed what was testified in Moses and the 
Prophets, but they reasoned upon it for its exposition, that the people 
might understand, and believe it; and they commended them for not 
taking what they heard for granted; but searching the scriptures daily 
to see if what they said were true; that their hearers’ faith might rest 
on the written testimony of God—Acts 17:2, 11, 12; 1 Cor. 2:5. The 
clergy have no taste for such a procedure: reasoning on things 
religious is with them a step towards infidelity. The less reasoning the 
blinder, or more implicit, the faith; and consequently the more passive 
obedience to clerical dictation and rule. In their system “ignorance is 
the mother of devotion;” so that in their flocks the most stupid are the 
most humble and devout. 
 
4. The apostles proclaimed the return of the Lord Jesus to the Holy 
Land in power, to replant the Twelve Tribes of Israel therein; to unite 
them into one nation; to re-establish the kingdom and throne of 
David; having raised the dead, and changed the living, saints, to place 
them over Israel and the Nations as God’s kings and priests to instruct 
and rule them according to his appointments: to give the world a 
righteous administration through them; and in a multitude of details, 
to bless them in Abraham and his Seed, as promised in the Gospel—
Luke 1:31–33, 52–55, 68–75; Mat. 16:27; 19:28; 25:31, 34; Luke 
14:14; Acts 3:25; 15:16; Rev. 2:26; 5:10; 20:6. All this is treated as 
fabulous by the House of Jezebel! 
 
5. The apostles preached “the Gospel of the Kingdom” for the 
obedience of faith—Acts 20:24, 25; Rom. 16:26. They preached the 
same gospel Jesus proclaimed before his crucifixion—Mat. 24:14; 
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and the same that was preached to Abraham, and his posterity in 
Egypt and the wilderness—Heb. 3:17; 4:2; Exod. 6:6–8; 23:20–33, 
Gen. 12:1–3; Gal. 3:7, 8, 9. All this to the clergy is as a story to a deaf 
man. 
 
6. The apostles taught that “without faith it is impossible to please 
God”—Heb. 11:6. This the clergy in works deny, when they give 
sinners in the gripe of “the King of Terrors,” ignorant, and therefore 
necessarily faithless, of the first principles of the oracles of God, but 
professing to be penitent, absolution, and what they term “the 
consolation of religion;” as if the doctrine of Christ had any 
consolation for villains whose existence has been a life of crime; and 
whose only repentance is sorrow at the stoppage of their career by 
conviction and retribution. By works the clergy deny the 
indispensability of faith, when they rhantize the face of a puling babe 
for the regeneration of its “immortal soul!” Surely if Balaam’s ass 
were here, and a clergyman should bestride him on such a mission, 
the intelligent creature would break silence again, and with the voice 
of a man rebuke the madness of the seer! 
 
7. The apostles taught that without resurrection there is no future 
life—1 Cor. 15:12–19. The clergy deny this in teaching that souls live 
in heaven and hell before it, if it ever occur, which some of them 
deny. 
 
8. The apostles taught, that the obedient to the faith are sanctified by 
the Abrahamic Covenant dedicated by the offering of the body of 
Jesus—Heb. 10:9, 10. Clerical sanctification knows nothing of this. 
The clergy profess to be sanctified; but of sanctification in relation to 
a covenant made nearly 4000 years ago, and confirmed by the 
crucifixion, their ignorance and unbelief of the things covenanted, 
prove that they know nothing. 
 
9. Jesus and the apostles taught, that the inheritance of the Saints is 
the earth, the world, and all things pertaining to them, with eternal 
life and glory; and to be possessed in the Day of the Lord Jesus after 
the resurrection—1 Cor. 3:21–23; 1 Thess. 2:12; 1 Pet. 5:10. The 
clergy teach that the saints’ everlasting rest is beyond the skies. 
 
10. The apostles taught men to believe the things concerning the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ; and thereupon to be 
immersed in that name for remission of sins; and they did it—Acts 
8:12; 2:38. But the clergy ignore all this, and say, “Believe and be 
saved;” and to babes, “Be saved without belief!” Hence, they teach 
two salvations; the one, salvation by faith; the other, salvation without 
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it! By faith of what? “That Jesus died for you.” This, and a 
penitentiary sorrow, will atone for a life of crime; and swing a soul 
from the gibbet into supernal and eternal glory!!! Oh Balaam, what 
wilt thou not teach for hire! 
 
11. The apostles taught that Jesus was of the same flesh as the sons 
of Adam, having all the faculties and emotions common to them; and 
that, when he was crucified, sin was condemned “IN” that flesh—
Rom. 8:3; 1 Pet. 2:24; Heb. 2:14, 16, 17. Balaam denies this. He 
taught in the life-time of the apostles, and maintains it in our day, that 
the nature called Jesus was not similar to that of Adam after the fall; 
but like a different flesh, such as they suppose he had before he fell—
essentially a self-sustaining, incorruptible, and immortal flesh—and 
that the body born of Mary was not derived from her substance, but 
the result of a fresh act of creation! This is denying that Christ came 
in flesh; a clerical heresy which destroys the apostolic doctrine of the 
condemnation of sin in our flesh; and abolishes Jesus, the crucified, 
a covering for sin. 
 
12. The apostles taught that death had been cancelled, and 
immortality, that is, deathlessness, or life and incorruptibility, 
brought to light by Jesus Christ in the Gospel of the Kingdom—that 
the writing of death against the saints had been crossed, or blotted, 
out; and incorruptibility of body and life for them procured by his 
resurrection as the earnest of theirs—2 Tim. 1:10. But Balaam and 
Jezebel ignore this. They teach the philosophy of their heathen 
forefathers concerning immortality; and by their tonguey deeds deny 
that immortality is for those only who believe the promises of God 
covenanted to the fathers; and yield obedience to the law of faith. 
Balaam’s clerical posterity are “the children of disobedience,” and 
totally opposed to all such doctrine as this. 
 
13. “The World” is to-day precisely what it was in the days of the 
apostles. “Woe to the world,” saith Jesus, “because of offences!” 
“The world,” he continues, “hates me;” and then says to the apostles 
“because ye are not of the world, the world hates you. In the world 
therefore, ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” And again he saith, “I pray not for the world.” 
Their Lord having commanded them to go forth, and preach the 
Gospel of the Kingdom, left them. They soon after found that the 
persecution visited upon him came upon them, as he had predicted, 
saying, “If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you:” 
so that it became a rule experimentally verified, that wherever and by 
whomsoever the doctrine of Jesus Christ is believed and advocated, 
it is opposed, and its faithful adherents are reproached. This was 
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Paul’s experience, who says of the apostles, “We are made a spectacle 
for the world, even to angels and to men. Unto this present hour we 
hunger and thirst, are naked and buffeted, and have no certain 
dwelling-place; and labor, working with our own hands; being 
reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we 
entreat; we are made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all 
things unto this day.” 

 
Since that day the policy, but not the disposition, of the world, is changed 
in relation to the truth. This has been prevailed against for a time; even 
until Christ shall come to punish the world for its iniquity. The world hates 
the truth and its advocates and friends to this day, as every one who is of 
the truth knows by experience; and because, “all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father,” whose the truth is.  
 
Now who does not know, that it is the world in whom the clergy live, and 
move, and have their daily bread? Is it not the lust of the eyes and the pride 
of life that build their temples? Is it not the pride of life that rents their 
pews, and fills them with flowery cones of purple and fine linen? Is it not 
the lust of itching ears that heaps to themselves pulpit-fabulists, who 
rebuke sins afar off they have no mind for; and wink at, or cannot see, the 
pious wickedness that festers within their doors?  
 
The clergy are paid, and fed, and clothed, and honored by the world. The 
world invites them to its feasts; makes them priests and chaplains to its 
fleets and armies, and public institutions; it makes them princes in lawn, 
and rulers in the state. These are evidences of its love for the clergy; and 
it has ever been that “the world loves its own;” and they who, like Balaam, 
love the wages of unrighteousness, it will surfeit with favors and rewards. 
 
It is manifest, then, that the apostles and the clergy, who presumptuously 
style themselves their “successors,” and the “ambassadors of Christ to the 
world,” occupy diametrically opposite relations to that world. The world 
is the enemy to the apostles and their doctrine; while it is the friend and 
patron of the clergy. This irrefutable truth is fatal to all their pretensions. 
“The friendship of the world,” says James, “is enmity of God; whosoever, 
therefore, will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” Therefore, 
another apostle saith, “Love not the world, neither the things in the world; 
if any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 
 
But we need not enumerate any more points of discrepancy between the 
apostles, and their rivals, the clergy. The antithesis is complete. We shall 
proceed now to make a few remarks upon the name which these sons of 
Balaam have appropriated to themselves. 
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They style their “Holy Orders” THE CLERGY. This name is derived from 
κληρος, kleros, a lot, portion, or heritage. The Balaamites apply it to 
themselves, on the assumption that they are the peculiar heritage of God! 
In countries where they are in political alliance with the world-rulers they 
refuse to recognize the Balaamites of dissenting communities as “clergy.” 
They regard them simply as “laymen,” or men of the people.  
 
But in the United States, where the world is in league with all sects, the 
heterogeneous and discordant elements which fill the pulpits of this 
Republican Christendom, are all massed together as “the clergy.” We 
certainly cannot congratulate the Lord upon his inheritance, if it be 
composed of all the popish priests, state-church parsons, and random 
outpourers of nonsense, that thump the cushioned desks of the sectarian 
conventicles of Christendom! But we read of no such inheritance, or 
clergy, of the Lord in the Bible.  
 
We there find Moses saying to Israel, “Yahweh hath taken you, and 
brought you forth out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be unto him a 
people of inheritance as at this day;” and in another place, “The portion of 
Yahweh is His people; Jacob is the lot (cord, or boundary line) of His 
inheritance.” But never did He say to the clerical leaders of the Gentiles, 
“Ye are my inheritance,” or clergy. 
 
But when He was “wroth with His inheritance,” and “the Gentiles came 
into it,” the Balaamite Doctrinaires concluded, as they teach at this day, 
that He had “cast them off,” and substituted the bishops, presbyters, and 
deacons, of the Christian nation in its stead. They regarded themselves as 
the spiritual Levi, the special treasure of Jehovah, above all others of the 
body, whom they styled the people. Being Levi’s successor, they claim his 
perquisites; and as Levi tithed Israel, they undertook to tithe the laity, and 
to tax them in other ways, persuading them that in giving to the clergy they 
were lending to the Lord! This imposition grew to such an enormity, that 
when the church and world became one, the clergy became the territorial 
lords of some of the finest tracks in Europe. They became a power in all 
its kingdoms, and by the rulers, were regarded as the pillar of their thrones. 
 
“Yahweh,” however, “has not cast off His people; neither will He forsake 
His inheritance”—Psa. 94; 14. He has only broken off a dry branch from 
the Hebrew Cedar Tree. The tree remains, though in a very sapless 
condition. But is anything too difficult for God? “I will, saith He, take of 
the highest branch of the high cedar, and will set it; I will crop off from 
the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon a high 
mountain and eminent: in the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant 
it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: 
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and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the 
branches thereof shall they dwell. And all the trees of the field shall know 
that I, Yahweh, have brought down the high tree, (as it was under Solomon 
and his successors,) have exalted the low tree, (above the Babylonish 
desolation,) have dried up the green tree (by the Roman power,) and have 
made the dry tree to flourish (when Christ returns in power) I, Yahweh, 
have spoken and have done”—Ezek. 17:22.  
 
When this is accomplished, there will be a state of things in the East such 
as has never yet existed there. For, “In that day shall Israel be the third 
with Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the land; whom 
Yahweh of armies shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and 
Assyria the work of my hands, and ISRAEL MINE INHERITANCE.” 
Then “shall Yahweh possess Judah his portion in the Holy Land, and shall 
choose Jerusalem again”—Isa. 19:23–25; Zech. 2:10–12. 
 
The Hebrew Nation, then, re-set and flourishing in the Holy Land, is the 
clergy, or heritage, of God. It is the kingdom of the heavens, as a grain of 
mustard seed in its re-setting, which, when grown, is the greatest among 
kingdoms, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air (the political 
aerial) come to lodge in the branches thereof—Matt. 13:31. Of this 
kingdom, all who are Abraham’s Seed by being Christ’s, are joint-heirs 
with him. They are invited to become heirs of this kingdom through the 
gospel; and being heirs, that which makes them heirs, also makes them 
Israelites by adoption, and by consequence, a part of the nation itself.  
 
During the times of the Balaamized Gentiles, the Hebrew Cedar is a dry 
tree; and the inheritance of Yahweh is not the cedar in its dry state, but 
when it returns to a flourishing condition. He is, however, not without an 
inheritance in all these times. “The portion of Yahweh is” still “His 
people;” and this people is to be found in Jacob, which is the lot, or cord, 
of His inheritance. That is, He has no clergy in the times of the Gentiles, 
who are not Jews by adoption, through obedience to the law of faith. These 
are “the Israel of God” for the time current. All who do what Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews, commands them, become His friends, and 
Yahweh’s people. This we have seen the sons of Balaam, who style 
themselves “clergy,” and pretend to be specially appointed of God for His 
service, do not do. They are not His people consequently; and instead of 
being Jews, they are for the most part their enemies, and where they have 
political power, their oppressors. 
 
But, what saith the scripture? Paul in writing to certain in Thessalonica 
who, before they had obeyed the gospel, were idolaters, says “God has 
called you to His kingdom and glory.” Now to these, “the called,” some of 
whom were walking unworthy of their call, the apostle James says, 
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“Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not God chosen the poor of this 
world rich in faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom which He promised to them 
who love Him? But ye have despised the poor.”  
 
To these poor expectant heirs of the Hebrew kingdom, another apostolic 
Jew addresses himself, saying, “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, A HOLY NATION, a people by purchase; who in time past 
were not a people, but are now the people of God.” These are the words of 
Peter to men who had put off their Gentilism; and had become Israelites 
by adoption through Jesus Christ. They were all the people of God, and 
therefore His inheritance, or clergy.  
 
In writing to these he says, “The elders which are among you, I exhort.” 
These were not clergy as distinguished from the people or laity. For he 
exhorts these elders to feed the flock of God with them, watching over it, 
not necessitously, but freely, not for filthy lucre, but liberally; neither 
ruling imperiously over the heritages, but becoming examples of the flock; 
and when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away. Thus, the Christian people at large were “the 
flock of God;” and in their local societies, or ecclesias, “the heritages.”  
 
The elders were a part of these, and not an order distinct from them. They 
did not shift about from one heritage to another, because they could get 
more tithes, a larger salary, or more abundant donation-party 
contributions, there than here. To have done this would have been to 
episcopize necessitously, or for filthy lucre, which Peter exhorted them not 
to do.  
 
No; although of “the poor of this world,” they episcopized, or watched 
over, the flock of God in its several sheep-folds, “freely” or “liberally,” 
that is, without any stipulated fee or reward. What they received leaped 
out of the purses of brethren, whose inner man was imbued with the truth, 
and whose hearts overflowed with gratitude to their elder-brethren for their 
kind and gratuitous vigilance in those times of tribulation and peril.  
 
There was no extorting of “church rates” from infidels and churls; or 
selling of pews by auction, or letting seats, to non-professors or the 
faithful, to pay the hire of episcopals or presbyters. The people of God’s 
flock would have scorned such extortion and meanness. Thus, in writing 
to a heritage, which he styles “a chosen lady and her children,” concerning 
brethren of other lady-heritages who circulated about spreading abroad the 
truth, John says, “Beloved, thou dost faithfully whatsoever may have been 
done for the brethren and for the strangers; who have testified of thee for 
love before an ecclesia; whom having sent forward worthy of God, thou 
wilt do well. Because for the sake of the Name they have gone forth 
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receiving nothing from the Gentiles. We ought therefore to welcome such 
that we may become co-laborers for the truth”—3 Epist. 5–8.  
 
By this simple means the doctrine of Christ was diffused among the 
heathen; and the faith and love of the heritages were individually, 
collectively, and personally displayed. But when men arose from among 
these elder-brethren, “speaking perverse things to draw away the disciples 
after them,” and whom Paul styles “grievous wolves,” a transition period 
arrived in which “the simplicity that is in Christ” was corrupted, and the 
heritages turned into mistresses for the Sons of Balaam.  
 
Beguiled by them, as the Serpent through his subtlety beguiled Eve, (2 
Cor. 11:3), they fell from their first estate, and played the harlot against 
the Lord; as abundantly appears from the letters of the Spirit to the Seven 
Lightstands of Asia; whose condition was representative of the apostasy, 
which was at that time establishing itself in all the heritages of the Lord.  
 
By A.D. 312, the desolation was complete. They who loved the wages of 
unrighteousness had gained the ascendancy. The disciples were 
Nicolaitanized, or conquered, by Balaam and Jezebel. A clergy, or 
heritage, had arisen, which became the inheritance of the Roman 
Emperors, and their successor the Image of the Beast, and the False 
Prophet, not Mohammedan, but Antichristian, in all the “Holy Orders.”  
 
The clergy of God now are the clericals, or heritages of God, whose faith 
and practice can be proved to be identical with those of his flock in 
apostolic times; and which have no other clergy, or heritage, than God; 
and which repudiate the clergy of christendom in all its diversity of popes, 
cardinals, bishops, priests, parsons, deans, ministers, pastors, evangelists, 
apostles, prophets, angels, and deacons, as the unscriptural and 
antichristian orders of the Kingdom of Sin. 
 
The Balaamites in Pergamos, as well as the Nikolaitans, were the 
exceptions in the Antipas ecclesia, not the rule; for then it would have 
ceased to be “the faithful witness” there. But few as they might be, they 
were an evil leaven, which might work the corruption of the whole body. 
They sowed to the flesh in “forbidding to marry,” and therefore ordaining 
fornication. In this particular they became the fathers of the catholic 
priests, who are forbidden, and forbid to marry, and yet have more children 
than the married.  
 
The Spirit exhorted them to heartily change their views; to repent, or 
abandon “the teaching of the Balaamites and Nikolaitans, the covetous and 
vicious perverters of the gospel of the kingdom and name, and corrupters 
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of the right ways of the Lord; who were extensively and actively working 
in all the regions of the habitable where the gospel had been proclaimed. 
 
Now these things were not written solely for the sake of the Antipas in 
Pergamos; but for all faithful witnesses in other times and places. 
Therefore the Spirit says, “He that hath an ear, let him hearken to what the 
Spirit saith unto the ecclesias.” What he saith to the seven, for whose 
especial benefit it was communicated to John. They are in an evil world, 
whose principles are subversive of the truth; consequently, their position 
in it is belligerent, and their destiny the reward of victory. Therefore the 
Spirit says, “to the victor, to him will I give to eat from the Manna which 
has been concealed; and I will give to him a white pebble, and upon the 
pebble a new name that has been engraved, which no one knows but he 
that receiveth.” The manna, the pebble, and the new name, are here added 
to the wood of life in Paradise. They are symbols of blessings; or blessings 
disguised in symbols. 
 

BUILT UPON PROPHETS AND 
APOSTLES 

 
By Robert Roberts 

 
“Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets:” such is Paul’s 
description of the position occupied by true believers. Such is the position 
we occupy this morning as distinguished from the position we occupied in 
times past and the position occupied by the multitudes around us. Most of 
them are built on no foundation at all. They are content to let mortal life 
drift out, “taking their chance,” as they express it, which is no chance at 
all. Others are built on a human foundation, like the Swedenborgians for 
example. Emmanuel Swedenborg had dreams—vivid dreams, coherent 
dreams, but still dreams—the mere tremors and vibrations of the brain 
pulp inside his skull. They were not like the visions of the prophets and 
apostles—related to external facts, attested by independent witnesses, 
supported by a powerful body of collateral circumstances, confirmed by 
miracle, and interwoven with a nation’s history. 
 
Many prefer to be judges of the Bible rather than that the Bible should be 
judge of them. So they stand, built upon their own opinions, which will 
prove but a foundation of shadow and mist—no foundation except such as 
the mirage is to the traveler in the desert. Others again, a large body of 
people, like the multitudes that belong to the Church of England, are built 
on mere names and words. They are nominally built on the right 
foundation, but not really so. They say “Bible,” but they do not know it or 
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submit to it. They say, “Peter,” “Paul,” “John,” “James,” “Andrew,” etc. 
with the Papal prefix of “St.,” but they have no acquaintance with these 
teachers, reject what they taught and live in daily disregard of the 
commandments they delivered. The names are mere outside labels for a 
system of things which inside is a mere hollow of chaotic vapor. To be 
built on words and names is not to be built on the real foundation. The real 
foundation is the foundation of the apostles and prophets—a foundation 
consisting of what they declared from God. 
 
This foundation is in all senses a real and strong foundation. It is a very 
different foundation from our own feelings and opinions, or from a system 
of views and observances “received by tradition from our fathers.” Let us 
realise how actual and divine it is from the sample case before us in the 
reading this morning—the first chapter of I John. 
 
The chapter commences, 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled, of the Word of Life, for the Life was manifested, and 
we have seen it and bear witness.”  

 
It is a long time since these words were written, but their significance has 
not altered with the lapse of time. The truth which they expressed at the 
moment of utterance is as true now as when they first inscribed in wet ink 
on the parchment that received the first epistle of John. Let us strive for a 
moment to realise what that significance is, that we may see how strong is 
the foundation on which we are built. The endeavour requires us to go 
back to the moment when the letter was first written—when the Greek 
characters were first inscribed at the dictation or by the hands of John, for 
we may throw away all uncertainty as to whether it was John or not. It is 
not our century alone that says John; the eighteenth century says John, the 
seventeenth century says John, the sixteenth century says John, and so, 
back and back, every century right away to the very century when John 
was living, says John. This is absolute proof that it was John; for it was 
never known, and is, in fact, impossible that any book or document should 
be universally imputed to a man who had not written it, back to the very 
age when he was living. 
 
So it was John that wrote these words. Let us lay this down to ourselves as 
a fact not to be disputed. We shall see how powerful an element it is in the 
strong foundation on which we are built. The enemy knows how important 
the question of authorship is with regard to all the apostolic writings, 
which is the reason why they try to throw a veil or raise a dust over it by 
treating it as a doubtful scholastic question of authenticity. It is no 
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scholarly question at all, but a question of robust common sense, involving 
the vitalest of issues. 
 
Imagine ourselves, then, present at the writing—an old man is before us, 
either sitting at a table writing, or telling someone else sitting at a table 
what to say. He writes or says, “That . . . which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled”-we beg leave to interrupt him for a moment. “Is it really so, 
John? Did you really hear, see and handle the matters you are writing of?” 
He would answer, “Certainly;” as the letter proceeds to say: 

“The life was manifested and we have seen it, and bear witness and 
show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us.” 

 
We might respectfully interpose: “In what way manifested? Was it a 
matter of mental illumination which might be delusion, or was it a 
manifestation outside yourselves that others could have seen?” He might 
respond, “As I have said, it was something we saw and heard and handled, 
and therefore outside ourselves.” We might reverentially enquire, “What 
shape did it take?” He might refer us to his gospel narrative: 

“There was a man sent from God whose name was John (the Baptist) 
. . .. He was not the light, but was sent to bear witness of that light . 
... The Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who 
art thou? He answered . . . There standeth one among you whom ye 
know not . . . That he should be made manifest to Israel, I am come 
baptising with water . . . The next day, John seeth Jesus coming unto 
him and saith, Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of 
the world.” 

 
Upon which, we might suppose ourselves asking: “Then the manifestation 
was in form of a personage that actually appeared, and walked, and talked, 
and ate, and drank?” To which John could only say, “Oh yes; have you not 
heard of the thing that happened in Judea 60 years ago? You should read 
the accounts written by the other apostles. It does not rest with me alone; 
far from it, the things done were done before the eyes of ‘many witnesses.’ 
(Luke 1:2; Acts 13:31).  
 
Christ was born in Bethlehem in fulfilment of what had been foretold by 
the prophets. He was born ‘not of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man 
but of God.’ He was the Son of God by the power of the Spirit upon Mary 
his mother. He grew up to be a man, and at 30 years of age was introduced 
to Israel by John the Baptist, who did not know him, but who had said 
beforehand that the Spirit of God would openly descend upon the man who 
was the Son of God. This actually happened, and identified him for us who 
were disciples of the Baptist. The Spirit of God not only descended upon 
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him, but abode upon him, and impelled him forthwith into a work of travel 
throughout the land of Israel, in the course of which he delivered such 
teaching, and performed such miracles, as never were seen or heard in 
connection with man before.  
 
I and others were his disciples and travelled with him. We were from the 
beginning eye-witnesses and ministers of the word. We heard all he said, 
saw all he did, and handled him many a time. I had the happiness to be 
loved by him, and leant often on his bosom at tables. At last, he was taken 
by the chief priests, whose anger he excited by his condemnation of their 
ways; and being brought before the Roman Governor on a charge of 
treason, was ordered to be crucified. He was actually crucified to our grief 
and dismay. I stood by his cross and saw him die. His body was given up 
to two influential men, and deposited in the grave of one of them—Joseph 
of Arimathea. He had told us all this, but we had not realised it, and we 
‘knew not the scripture that he should rise from the dead.’” 
 
Did he rise, then? 
 
Truly: this was the crowning manifestation of that eternal life which was 
with the Father. He appeared alive to us on the third day, and on many 
days afterwards by many infallible proofs, and at the end of forty days took 
leave of us, as he had said in his last words to us he would. He told us he 
would send the Holy Spirit upon us to abide with us, and direct us in the 
testimony which he said we should have to deliver in all the world for him, 
and that the Spirit would give us power to work works similar to his in 
confirmation of our testimony to his resurrection. He said we must wait in 
Jerusalem for the fulfilment of this promise. We did so wait, and we had 
not to wait long. In about ten days after his departure, being assembled on 
the occasion of the Feast of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came upon us all, 
and enabled us to speak with tongues we had never learnt, and to perform 
other miracles in attestation of our witness to the resurrection of Christ. 
From that day to this, we have been busy proclaiming his name throughout 
the world. Most of the apostles are dead, but you will find the result of 
their labour in existence in all the leading cities of the Empire and 
communities of believers in Christ, who meet regularly in his honour and 
memory, and are waiting for his return from heaven. I am writing to some 
of them, and this is what I am saying: 

‘That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands 
have handled of the Word of Life.’” 

 
Thus, you see, dear brethren and sisters, in being built on John, we are 
built not on John only, but on the foundation of many witnesses—a 
foundation of fact and truth—a foundation not of one apostle, but of all 
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the apostles, and not only on them, but necessarily also on the foundation 
of the prophets, for the work of the apostles cannot be separated from the 
prophets whom Jesus said he had come to fulfil. Thus the work of the 
apostles goes back to and embraces the work of God for a thousand years 
before their day, God’s word with Israel from the day He brought them 
out of Egypt by Moses to the day when the angelic host announced the 
birth of him, who was the end of the whole work for righteousness to 
everyone that believeth. 
 
So strong is our foundation in being built on the foundation of apostles and 
prophets: Great is our privilege in knowing these things in a day when 
impenetrable fog overspreads the religious world! Great also in a certain 
way is the price we have to pay; shall we rebel against the ordinance that 
appoints affliction commensurate with the privilege? We are despised and 
detested and denounced for no other reason than that we adhere to the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, as against all the shams and 
subterfuges of the time. It is unpleasant experience, but we can bear it if 
we keep our eyes open to the truth. If we take our eyes off the actuality of 
the truth, we shall cease to be able to bear it, and shall be in danger of 
being at last among those of whom Jesus speaks in the parable of the 
sower. 

“They endure for a while, but by-and-by, when tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because of the word, they are offended.” 

 
John opens before us considerations powerful to strengthen us in our 
determination to adhere to Christ in the midst of all the difficulties. 

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you that ye also 
may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father and with His son Jesus Christ, and these things write we unto 
you that your joy may be full.” 

 
The fellowship here referred to is a joyful thing—not possible of being 
seen in all its significance till the veil is removed that meanwhile separates 
from the Father’s presence. It is a very different thing from the 
“fellowship” of ecclesial phrase, which is often a sheer endurance and 
great trial of affliction—as intended for the discipline of the true children. 
True fellowship is a state of being a fellow of, a state of being in close 
companionship and congenial intimacy with another. It amounts almost to 
identity.  
 
Association is a pure satisfaction bordering on ecstasy; separation a cause 
of the reverse experience. The grounds of it lie in identity of view, taste, 
feeling, principle, and aim. It is because there is little of this identity, that 
there is little of pure fellowship in the present evil state. There may be any 
amount of association without true fellowship, though true fellowship 
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craves association. There may be nominal fellowship that is sincere 
enough without being real. The obligations of duty may lead to it without 
the heart tasting the sweets of it, for lack of the mutuality of the conditions 
out of which it springs. This is speaking of the fellowship of probation, but 
this is all preliminary.  
 
The true fellowship which the apostles have been sent to create, is that 
fellowship with the Father and with His son Jesus Christ, which will be 
triumphantly established in a multitude upon the earth at last on the basis 
of incorruptibility of nature. The mind turns to this with solace and comfort 
in the midst of the terrible evil of the present state. It lies ahead like the 
bright and hospitable shelter of home at the end of the weary traveler’s 
journey over the storm-swept moor. It is a vision of light and holiness and 
joy.  
 
The “general assembly and ecclesia of the first-born” will be an assembly 
of picked men and women from every age, who have victoriously fought 
their way through the obstructions and discouragements that beset the path 
of righteousness in “Time’s dark wilderness of years.” Their corporate 
relation one to another, in the strength and grace of spirit nature, the 
intensity of divine intelligence, the sweetness of all-prevailing and 
spontaneous love, and the constant of everlasting life—is so glorious as 
only to be fully symbolized by the splendour of the New Jerusalem, 
descending from God out of Heaven, blazing with His glory in all the 
glowing hues and tints of stones most precious. We can enter into the 
abandon of delightful imagery, which informs us that— 

“The city has no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in it, 
for the glory of God enlightens it and the Lamb is the light thereof . . 
. and there shall be no night there and they need no candle, neither 
light of the sun: for the Lord God giveth them light, and they shall 
reign for ever and ever.” 

 
We can heartily join in the exclamation: 

“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life and enter in through the gates into the city.” 

 
May it be our privilege to have a place in that glorious fellowship. 

 
PAUL “SENT” BY JESUS 

By Robert Roberts 
 
Having an unbroken continuity of descent in Paul’s letters from the day of 
their production down to the present day, we are justified in reading them 
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with the attention which we should give to his voice, telephonically 
transmitted. What we have read this morning, is, in fact, equivalent to 
having Paul in our midst to utter the words. Let us consider them in this 
light, and see how much is involved in the very first sentence of the chapter 
read (1Tim. 1). 

“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God;” 
 
Here is the character in which he introduces himself—the fact he alleges 
concerning himself—an apostle of Jesus Christ. Realise what this means. 
In our day, the word apostle, like a great many other words, has been shorn 
of its force by diluted meanings. You hear of the apostle of free trade, the 
apostle of temperance, the apostle of this, that, and the other; by which is 
meant the leading advocate of a particular set of ideas. This understanding 
of the word carries nothing with it of weight as to the truthfulness of the 
things advocated. It leaves a wide open door for respectful dissent. You 
touch your hat as it were, to, say, Richard Cobden, as the “great apostle” 
of his particular political theory, without allowing that his theory is 
necessarily a true or binding one. So when people hear of Paul an apostle 
of Christ, they think of a leading advocate of Christian doctrines, without 
any idea that his recognition in that character commits them to the 
reception of what he taught as being necessarily true from the fact of his 
apostleship. This is as far away as possible from the true understanding of 
the term in this case.  
 
An apostle means “one sent.” To be an apostle of Christ, is to be one sent 
by Christ. And if sent by Christ, then the question of truth is not debatable. 
It is equivalent to the term “messenger” in its official relations. The 
Queen’s messenger is a messenger from the Queen. The authority of what 
he has to communicate is not open to question. It does not rest on his 
opinions, or views, or good-will or intentions in any way. It rests on the 
fact that the Queen has authorized the message with which he is charged. 
 
That this is the state of the case with regard to Paul’s apostleship must be 
apparent to anyone acquainted with the facts of the case. The objects of 
apostleship and the qualifications for the office are defined in a manner 
that leaves no room for the treatment of Paul’s teaching as an affair of 
Paul’s opinion, which is the common way of treating it. When a successor 
to Judas had to be appointed, the qualifications specified as essential 
consisted of personal knowledge of the facts to be declared. See what we 
read in Acts 1:22: 

“Of these men which have companied with us all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us . . . must one be ordained to be 
a witness with us of his resurrection.” 
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Now though Paul cannot be brought precisely into this category, in so far 
as he did not “company with” the disciples during the Lord’s ministry on 
earth, yet as regards the essential feature of personal knowledge, and 
personal delegation, he was “not behind the very chiefest apostles,” as he 
says, 

“Last of all he (Christ) was seen of (or by) me also.” 
“Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?” he enquires. 

 
In the same breath he enquires— 

“Am I not an apostle?” (1 Cor. 9:1). 
 
He did not become an apostle as the result of a change of conviction. There 
was evidence enough to produce change of conviction if it had been fully 
under his notice. The twelve who had been the Lord’s companions before 
the crucifixion were before the public with their testimony to the fact of 
his having risen, and their testimony was accompanied by works of power 
which were inexplicable except on the principle of divine co-operation. 
There were also 500 witnesses of whom he speaks in 1 Cor. 15, the bulk 
of whom were alive when Paul wrote. But it was not on grounds of this 
kind that Paul changed from being a destroyer to being a preacher of the 
faith of Christ. It was because Paul saw Christ himself under the 
circumstances described several times in the apostolic writings. These 
circumstances were not in any sense of a private or secret character. They 
were as public as the nature of the times permitted. They transpired in the 
presence of official and unfriendly witnesses in the full light of day, and 
with the effect of leaving marks on Paul of their having occurred. Paul 
informs that the Lord who appeared to him in the midst of the brightness 
that struck him down and blinded him outside Damascus, said to him, 

“For this purpose I have appeared unto thee, to make thee a minister 
and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those 
things in which I will appear unto thee, delivering thee from the 
people and from the Gentiles unto whom now I send thee” (Acts 
26:16-17). 

 
It follows that Paul gives expression to a very solid matter of fact when he 
describes himself in the chapter we have read as “an apostle of Jesus 
Christ.” He is not merely defining his opinions or describing his 
profession or his status, as a man might now do who might call himself a 
minister of the Gospel. A man might be a minister of the gospel, and the 
gospel might be a complete myth so far as his ministership had to do with 
the truth of it one way or other. But a man cannot be an apostle of Christ 
without having seen Christ and without having been sent by him, nor 
therefore without the whole system of teaching that centres in Christ being 
a matter of truth and fact that cannot in reason be called in question. This 
is the rock on which we stand. Paul was sent as directly to us by Christ as 
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Lord Dufferin was sent to Paris by Queen Victoria the other day as British 
Ambassador. This invests the faith of Christ with a terrible reality—a 
glorious reality. Men may gloze and doze over it in a dreamy way as if it 
were an insignificant matter of opinion. It is our part as wise men to keep 
awake to the fact of its reality, that we may in the present time be 
controlled by it with all the power which its reality will exert in every 
logical mind; and in the future time be incorporate with the blessed 
developments which will attend its manifestation at the second coming of 
the Lord in power and great glory. 
 
Consider the second part of his statement: He not only declares that he is 
“an apostle of Jesus Christ,” but that it is “by the commandment of God 
our Saviour.” What a great rock is here! Standing on the apostleship of 
Paul, we are standing on God. It is “by the commandment of God.” Is it 
possible that our generation can recognise this, who speak so lightly of the 
work of Paul? Impossible. “Much learning” has dazed their minds and 
excluded “the words of truth and sobriety.” The air is full of views and 
theories that make completely void the Word of God in this respect. 
Human opinions and philosophies, served up with vague and elegant 
dogmatisms, fill the columns of the religious press with smooth things 
which, “with excellence of speech and wisdom,” draw people away from 
the simple truth that Paul proclaimed, namely, that we are condemned 
because of sin, but that it hath pleased God by what learned men consider 
the foolishness of Paul’s preaching to save them that believe and obey the 
gospel.  
 
Well, brethren, we have the honour of standing against the whole world of 
irrationality in this matter. It is very inconvenient, it is very difficult, the 
tide is against us on every hand. Everywhere and in every shape, publicly 
and privately, with deadly animosity or with the sweet beguilements of 
personal friendliness, the natural mind is acting as a disintegrating force 
against the stand we maintain on the basis of the apostolic work. There is 
a universal revolt against the thoughts of God and the ways of wisdom. 
What are we to do but act on Paul’s most reasonable advice? 

“Watch ye: stand fast in the faith: quit you like men, be strong.” 
 
Our loose friends will advise differently. Their motives may be good, but 
their judgment is at fault. We shall do unwisely to listen. The unwisdom 
will be apparent to all when too late to be reversed. Our lives are flitting 
away like shadows across the plain. Once off the field of vision, our day 
is done. Life must be shaped by wisdom now to be used by wisdom 
afterwards. The only voice of wisdom sounding among men is in the Bible; 
and however odd and odious it may make us, or however much 
inconvenience subject us to, there is no other course of true wisdom than 
to stand with invincible purpose in the midst of the universal folly of 



519 
 

mankind, giving to God that position in our lives which is His due, and to 
His purpose that place in our aims which its unspeakable value and 
uncontradictable truth entitle it to at the hands of true reason. 
 
Paul laments that he was not always in this line of things, but “was before, 
a blasphemer and a persecutor and injurious.” As to which, he says: 

“I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” 
 
We may all have circumstances in the past that afford no satisfaction as 
we look back upon them. The use we should make of them is the use Paul 
made of his mistakes; he felt them as a constant spur to make up for lost 
time. We have been sinners, as Paul says here, but— 

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” 
 
And Jesus recognises the amount of sin forgiven as a reasonable measure 
of subsequent service in the case of the woman who “loved much” and 
was “forgiven much” (Luke 7:41). This is the best way to use a bad past; 
not to allow it to depress and hinder and obstruct, but making it a reason 
for specially redeeming the time that remains, by diligent and devoted 
service, “and so much the more as ye see the day approaching.” This was 
Paul’s policy: 

“Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
the things that are before, I press towards the mark.” 

 
This is a perfectly reasonable and enlightened policy which we are not 
only allowed, but commanded to imitate; for Paul informs us here that 
Christ had others in view in dealing with him in the way he did. 

“For this cause I obtained mercy that in me first Jesus Christ might 
show forth all long-suffering for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.” 

 
The people, therefore, who deprecate the endeavour to imitate Paul do not 
speak according to wisdom, and must be left alone to what they themselves 
will discover to be their folly when the time comes to measure up and 
classify things according to Bible principles. 
 
In these utterances, Paul was unbosoming himself to a young man. He not 
only declared himself a pattern for others to follow, but he advises this 
young man, Timothy, to make himself the same. 

“Be thou an example of the believers.” 
 
He specifies the points in which the example was to be shown: “in word, 
in conversation (i.e. behaviour), in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 
Hence, we are safe in keeping close to Timothy, however antiquated he 
may be considered by a polished generation that considers itself oh, so 
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wise, but is, oh, so foolish, even according to the discernments of their 
own wiser prophets (e.g. Carlyle). Now this Timothy was much given up 
to the faith of Christ and all that was related to it, according to Paul’s 
description of him in Phil. 2:19-22: 

“I have no man likeminded who will naturally care for your state: for 
all seek their own, not the things that are Jesus Christ’s, but ye know 
the proof of him that as a son with the father, he hath served with me 
in the gospel.” 

 
This is a pretty graphic though briefly drawn portrait. It is according to 
Paul’s advice to him in the epistle we have been considering: 

“Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them, continue in 
them; for in doing this, thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear 
thee.” 

 
Again he says, 

“Put the brethren in remembrance of these things.” 
 
It may have been outside the bent of an ordinary young man to follow this 
cue. What then? Are we bound to take the ordinary young man, or the 
ordinary man at all, as a model in such things? What do men do in art and 
literature? Do they copy the mediocrities? Do they not aim at the masters? 
Why should they be less wise in much more important things? Christ has 
given us Paul and Timothy as illustrations of the kind of men in whom he 
finds satisfaction, and, however uncommon it may be to work by these 
illustrations, it is the thing that will be done by all who have their eyes 
open to the actualities exhibited in the Scriptures of truth. These men 
“exercised themselves unto godliness;” which, considering what 
godliness is, is a form of activity highly befitting rational beings to 
cultivate. They “gave themselves wholly to the things which were Jesus 
Christ’s,” which considering that Christ is alive and immortal, and 
appointed head of the human race and the only access to God for man, 
either for favour now or hope in the day when he will be the visible 
proprietor of the entire planet, was not more than a very reasonable thing 
to do, and which men in our day are guilty of the highest form of unreason 
in not doing. This being the example shown, it is not for us to be content 
at aiming to do less. It is a matter of what people call common sense. To 
this common sense the Creator Himself appeals when He says: 

“Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread and your 
labour for that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me and 
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 
Incline your ear and come unto me, hear and your soul shall live and 
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies 
of David.” 
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If, in disregard of this irresistible appeal of common sense, we throw in 
our lot with the frivolous and scornful generation around us that despise 
wisdom and seek delight in folly, we may have in much bitterness yet to 
know the truth of those other words of divine warning that say: 

“Behold My servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry; Behold My 
servants shall drink; but ye shall be thirsty; Behold My servants shall 
rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed. Behold My servants shall sing for 
joy of heart but ye shall cry in sorrow of heart and shall howl for 
vexation of spirit. And ye shall leave your name for a curse to My 
chosen . . . I will number you to the sword and ye shall bow down to 
the slaughter because when I called, ye did not answer; When I spake, 
ye did not hear, but did evil before Mine eyes, and did choose that 
wherein I delighted not.” 
 
“Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware 
lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own steadfastness. But grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom be glory both now and 
forever, Amen.” 

 
Signs of the Times 

 
UAE and Israel 
The United Arab Republic and Israel reached a peace agreement between 
the two nations.  This is only the third Arab state to establish diplomatic 
relations with Israel, and the first one to do so in 25 years.  The other two 
are Egypt and Jordan.  The Jerusalem Post for August 13th, 2020 recorded 
this monumental agreement this way: 

“Israel and the United Arab Emirates reached a historic peace deal on 
Thursday that will lead to a full normalization of diplomatic relations 
between the two Middle Eastern nations in an agreement that US 
President Donald Trump helped broker. 
 
“Under the agreement, Israel has agreed to suspend applying 
sovereignty to areas of the West Bank that it has been discussing 
annexing, senior White House officials told Reuters.” 

 
The UAE was one of three nations present when President Trump and 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announced a peace plan for the 
Middle East this past January, called “Peace and Prosperity.”  Under this 
current deal with the UAE, Israel agrees to suspend annexation of some of 
the land which the “Peace and Prosperity Plan” gives them.  Under this 
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plan, the exact borders will be settled when the “Peace and Prosperity” 
Plan is ratified.   
 
The plan for these agreements is called “the Abraham Accord” where the 
descendants of Abraham (or as the Arabs pronounce him, Eebraheem,) 
agree to live in peace.  Both American and Israeli Ambassadors have 
suggested that there will be more Arab states to follow the UAE.  The other 
two states at the signing of the “Peace and Prosperity” plan were Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain.     
 
The Palestinians have condemned the UAE peace agreement with Israel, 
claiming it rewards Israeli aggression.  They have called the actions of the 
UAE “traitorous” and have recalled their ambassador.  The real problem 
for the Palestinians is that the UAE (with Qatar) has been among the states 
illegally funding the Palestinian terrorists.  This marks a high point in 
President Trump’s effort to defund Hamas and strangle the Palestinian 
resistance, putting them in such a difficult position that the “Peace and 
Prosperity” plan becomes practical. 
 
As for suspending annexation plans for Judea and Samaria, both 
Ambassadors said that it is understood that this is only a suspension, and 
not the end of the plan as defined in the “Peace and Prosperity” plan.  The 
Israeli Ambassador, Ron Dermer, said that President Trump asked them 
to suspend their annexations to allow the Abraham Accord to work.  He 
went on to say that with all that President Trump had done for Israel, (and 
he listed those things which I have listed here many times) and with the 
trust they have in him when he says that this is only a suspension, “how 
could we say no?”  He went on to say that America is Israel’s greatest 
friend, and he hoped America recognized Israel as their greatest friend. 
 
Former Vice President Joe Biden claimed that this new peace accord was 
not due to the work of President Trump, but from the foundation laid four 
years ago by the Obama-Biden Administration.  And there is a very real 
sense in which this is true.  When the Obama Administration befriended 
Iran and signed the peace agreement with Iran, it sent shock waves through 
the Arabian Gulf States.  They knew, even if the Obama Administration 
didn’t, just what a threat to peace Iran was in the region.  The Gulf States 
were forced to look around to find another protector from Iran, and Israel 
was their only choice.  Thus the hostility of the Obama-Biden 
administration towards Israel and Saudi Arabia forced them to look more 
favorably at Israel, resulting in Sheba and Dedan starting to align itself 
with Israel and Tarshish against the battle of the great day of God 
Almighty. 
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Magog 
President Trump has nominated retired Army Colonel Douglas Macgregor 
as his ambassador to Germany (Magog).  At the same time, President 
Trump announced plans to remove 12,000 American Troops located in 
Germany, who are there to support the NATO alliance.  These two things 
together demonstrate President Trump’s continuing effort to reduce the 
American military footprint worldwide, and at the same time, they may be 
providing an important step in fulfilling Bible Prophesy. 
 
From Ezekiel 38, we know that Magog will be in full cooperation with the 
King of the North, Russia (Rosh, Mosc, and Tobol), in its advance against 
the mountains of Israel.  Those mountains will be defended by Tarshish 
and the young lions.  For this to happen, it will require NATO to have been 
dissolved, or rendered mute, and the United States, the United Kingdom, 
and Canada getting out of NATO.  And of course, there are any number of 
ways that God could accomplish this.   
 
The drawdown of American Troops in Germany is due to Germany failing 
to comply with its military commitments to NATO.  President Trump, for 
four years, has been warning Germany of this consequence.  Adding to 
this hostility, President Trump is also upset with Germany continuing to 
work with the Nord Stream Russian gas pipeline to Germany.  His question 
to Germany has been, “Why should America pay for your defense, if you 
are enriching the nation we are supposed to be protecting you from?” 
 
And there are more dark clouds on the horizon between Germany and the 
US.  President Trump has been focused on the trade agreement with China, 
but he has made little secret that he considers the trade deal between the 
US and the European Union to be at least as bad as the former trade deals 
between the US and China.  He just wanted to get the China deal behind 
him, before he took on the EU.  When these negotiations begin, relations 
with Germany and Europe in general will deteriorate further. 
 
Col. Macgregor, the nominated ambassador, is one who has made no 
secret that he opposes American military involvement in European (and 
all other) wars.  Those in America who like to beat the war drums, as well 
as many moderate voices, are appalled at the selection of Col. Macgregor.  
Like President Trump, he does not appear to view NATO as a necessary 
entity anymore.  Whether or not such moves are good for America is not 
our concern.  What does fascinate us, is how all this appears to be creating 
the necessary friction to pit the Tarshish powers against the European 
Nations identified in Ezekiel 38. 
 
Col. Macgregor also is not pro-Israel.  He is not necessarily against Israel, 
but has opposed American involvement in the Middle East in support of 
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Israel, on the principle of isolationism.  For instance, he has strongly 
opposed the war in Iraq and Afghanistan.  He has not seen the necessity of 
the sanctions against Iran.  It is quite certain that pro-Israel American Jews 
will oppose his nomination. 
 
If we wonder why an American Ambassador to Germany’s position on the 
Middle East is important in Bible prophesy, it is because Germany has not 
agreed to the sanctions against Iran, but German companies have abided 
by the American sanctions, so that they themselves were not sanctioned.  
But with a different Ambassador, we can’t help but wonder if this will 
emboldened European states to assist Iran, again consistent with Ezekiel 
38.  We are already seeing this, as the US tried to return UN sanctions. 
 
President Trump’s unwillingness to continue the large American military 
presence in Germany, is because Germany has consistently refused to 
build up her military as NATO rules require.  Pulling American troops out 
will force Germany to do so, though we know from Bible Prophesy, this 
buildup of German armed forces will be for the benefit of Russia who will 
lead Magog (Germany) into the Middle East; and the detriment of Israel 
who will feel the destruction from these troops. 
 
Of course all these events are contingent upon the upcoming American 
election in November.  God, who controls the world’s elections, will let us 
know the relevancy of any and all of this, as He manipulates the Kingdoms 
of Men for His own pleasure and ends. 
 
Political Bias  
To this end, we observe far more political bias in discussions than at any 
recent period of Christadelphian history.  We say recent times, as clearly 
our pioneer brethren were intensely political.  Bro. Thomas named his 
effort at a secular newspaper in 1841, “The St. Charles Patriot,” and bro. 
Roberts wrote a booklet strictly against Socialism around 1895 called 
“England’s Ruin.”  As this was not anything but a political effort, he wrote 
under a pen name, John Smith.  There were 140,000 copies of this 
circulated, which would far exceed any religious work he produced. 
 
But it never made any sense to concern ourselves with national politics 
independent of Scriptural relevance, for a reason stated clearly in bro. 
Roberts’ “England’s Ruin.”  In combatting a socialist named Robert 
Blatchford who had written a popular book on Socialism called “Merrie 
England” (popular in 1895).  Bro. Roberts makes the following point: 

“Mr. Blatchford, you speak towards the end of your book of ‘the glory 
that they call God.’ Is this an incoherency, or has it a meaning?  If 
God and glory are interchangeable, has glory nothing to do with the 
land and the people? If so, has glory no voice in the problem of 
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what they are here for, and why they are as they are—a state so 
far removed, as we all admit, from what they should be in? 
 
“Don’t take my bluff talk amiss, Mr. Blatchford.  You will see that, 
in my opinion, you don’t look widely enough in discussing the 
problems you have undertaken to solve.  I don’t know what you think 
of Shakespeare.  He said, ‘There’s a Divinity that shapes our ends, 
rough hew them as we will,’ or something to that effect.  You must 
have some sort of faith in this, in view of the place you give to ‘glory.’  
Allow it a little place then.  Don’t talk like an atheist.  If the country 
and the people are not all that we would like, let us not forget the 
antecedent Divinity that shapes our ends.  The evil state of things 
cannot be the result of accident.  There must be something behind or 
below the problem that ought not to be ignored.  If any knowledge of 
this is attainable, it is one of the ‘facts’ to be considered—for which 
it appears to me you leave no room.”  [My emphasis—JP.]  
 

I believe the above two paragraphs to be a completely accurate evaluation 
of the world.  The world around us with all its misery, injustice, and 
persecutions is exactly as God intends it to be at this time.  In fact it is 
exactly as God needs it to be to develop the sons of God to their appointed 
ends, as well as to fulfill the Divine plan with the earth to its appointed 
end.  And while we may lament the injustices of the world, we also 
recognize that the world has brought these injustices upon itself due to sin.  
To this end bro. Roberts wrote in the same booklet: 

“I grant that things are not as they ought to be, and that life might be 
a beautiful, and a joyful, and a holy thing.  But it is impossible under 
present circumstances.  I am content, for one, to have things fairly 
decent knowing they might be so much worse.  Nothing short of 
God’s own interference can give us the ideal you have before your 
mind.  He has promised this interference, and I believe it will 
come.  Therefore I feel I can wait.  If I did not believe in Him, I might 
be tempted to join you in the impossible experiment of Socialism.  
Believing in Him, and believing also that other statement of the Bible, 
that He rules in the Kingdoms of Men, and inflicts the very evils 
you lament because of man’s insubordinate attitude to Him,  I feel 
I can wait”  England’s Ruin, pg. 20. [My emphasis—JP.] 

 
These are true principles set out by bro. Roberts.  We can’t change the 
world to something better, because God has set the world on this course 
due to sin.  Where I take a different course than bro. Roberts was his 
deciding he needed to try and influence what was politically taking place 
in England.  He was clearly correct in his political evaluations.  We saw 
England move hard to socialism in the late 1940s, which resulted in their 
ruin—a fall from what was once the greatest empire in the world in 1895, 
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to what today Vladimir Putin has recently called “an insignificant little 
island.” But all this is the hand of God performing these things for His 
specific purpose, and who are we to interfere?  And the reasons behind His 
purposes are easy to see. 
 
It is All About Israel 
Britain completely turned its back on Israel from the issuing of the 
Winston Churchill White paper of 1922 (which essentially nullified the 
Balfour Declaration) and forward through World War 2 and beyond.  It is 
still doing so today.  For that reason, England has seen its ruin, with the 
curse of those who curse Abraham resting squarely upon them.  And the 
tool God used to bring about that curse, which resulted in the ruin of the 
British Empire as bro. Roberts predicted, was Socialism. 
 
Perhaps one of the most vivid examples of Britain turning her back on 
Israel came from Golda Meir, herself a Socialist, and her speech to the 
British Socialists, at that time in which the Labor party (a Socialist Party) 
controlled  Britain.  She wrote this of her apprehension leading up to the 
Yom Kippur War of 1973.  Leading up to that war, Israel had refused to 
negotiate a two-state solution, and Prime Minister Meir feared that this 
would result in the US pulling support for Israel.  She wrote in her 
autobiography: 

“My Life” by Golda Meir, pg. 382 “There was only one world power 
to whom we could turn: the United States, our traditional and great 
friend, which was selling us planes but did not, at that point, seem 
fully to understand our situation and might, we feared, cut that aid at 
any moment. President Nixon was more than just friendly.  But 
neither he nor his secretary of state, William Rogers, was sympathetic 
to our refusal to accept any solution for the Middle East that would 
be imposed upon us by others nor to my strong opposition to Mr. 
Rogers’ idea that the Russians, the Americans, the French and the 
British should sit down comfortably somewhere to work out a 
“feasible” compromise for the Arabs and for us.  Such a compromise, 
I had repeatedly explained to Mr. Rogers, might satisfy the demands 
of the U.S.-Soviet detente, but it would almost certainly not result in 
any binding guarantees for Israel’s safety.  How could it?  The 
Russians were feeding and manipulating the entire Egyptian war 
effort; the French were almost as pro-Arab as the Russians; the 
British were not far behind the French; only the Americans were at 
all concerned with Israel’s survival. At best, it would be three against 
one, and I couldn’t envisage a workable solution ever being achieved 
under such conditions....” 

 
The hostility towards Israel by Britain continued into the war.  When the 
Yom Kippur war broke out in 1973, Israeli forces were nearly overrun.  
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She asked and received a commitment from the United States to supply 
enough armament and more, to stop the Arab incursions.  Following a 
surprise attack, and for two full days, the Egyptians and Syrians had 
advanced against Israeli positions.  Mrs. Meir had President Nixon 
awakened at 3:00 in the morning to get the airlift of supplies started to 
reinforce Israel, which he did.  He had Henry Kissinger awakened to take 
her order for what she needed.  When Mr. Kissinger gave the order to 
President Nixon the next morning, President Nixon doubled the order. 
 
But another problem developed.  No nation including Britain, would allow 
American planes to refuel on their territory.  So American transport planes 
had to refuel in the air over the Mediterranean, a very risky endeavor in 
those days.  After Israel gained the ascendancy in that war, Mrs. Meir 
addressed the Israeli Knesset.  She records this: 

“I wanted also to make public our gratitude to the president and the 
people of America, and, equally clear, our rage at those governments, 
notably the French and British, that had chosen to impose an embargo 
on the shipment of arms to us, when we were fighting for our very 
lives.” 

 
Following the war, Prime Minister Meir flew to London to address the 
Socialist Convention.  The convention was attended by the British Labor 
party, which had failed to support Israel during the war, embargoing arms, 
and even refusing to allow American planes destined for Israel to land and 
refuel.  This is a part of Mrs. Meir’s speech: 

“’I just want to understand, in the light of this, what socialism is really 
about today.  Here you are, all of you.  Not one inch of your territory 
was put at our disposal for refueling the planes that saved us from 
destruction.  Now, suppose Richard Nixon had said, ‘I am sorry, but 
since we have nowhere to refuel in Europe, we just can’t do anything 
for you after all.’  What would all of you have done then?  You know 
us, and who we are.  We are all old comrades, long standing friends.  
What did you think? On what grounds did you make your decisions 
not to let those planes refuel?  Believe me, I am the last person to 
belittle the fact that we are only one tiny Jewish state and that there 
are over twenty Arab states with vast territories, endless oil, and 
billions of dollars.  But what I want to know from you today is 
whether these things are decisive factors in socialist thinking, too?’” 
 

These are the sorts of events which, as bro. Roberts projected, brought 
about the ruin of England.  It matters not to Christadelphians whether 
nations remain Capitalistic, or change to Socialism.  That is entirely in 
God’s hands.  As pilgrims and strangers in the land, we simply observe, 
and pray for the leaders to allow us to worship the true God in peace.  But 
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what is important to us is how a change from Capitalism to Socialism 
might demonstrate a fulfilling of Bible prophesy. 
 
How to tell Bias from Discussion 
It is not hard to tell the difference between a political discussion and how 
it weighs on prophetic interpretation, and blatant political bias.  Does the 
discussion, in some way, prove, or project a solution to Bible Prophecy?   
If so, the discussion is legitimate.  If not, then whatever the concern or 
complaint may be, it is merely another element in man’s inhumanity to 
man which afflicts the children of men, and is of no practical concern to 
those of us who are the sons of God. 
 
We were accused, recently, of political bias for pointing out the rise of 
socialism in the United States, and why that will result in the “ruin” (to 
borrow bro. Roberts’ phrase) of America.  Our interest in the rise of 
socialism in the Tarshish states has its roots entirely in Bible Prophesy.   
 
As we explained in our Signs of the Times article for June 2020, we have 
Bible Prophesies which on the surface, appear quite contradictory.  There 
are many prophesies which speak to the role of Tarshish and the young 
lions in defending Israel.  And today, we see that this prophesy is being 
fulfilled.  The bond between the United States (clearly a member of the 
Tarshish alliance) and Israel may currently be the strongest bond between 
any two existent nations in the world.  Truly the United States, and 
especially under President Trump, has blessed Israel.   
 
But the Prophets also speak to the destruction of the Tarshish Alliance, 
and their ultimate inability to defend Israel from the Northern Invader.  
How can this happen?  Do not the promises made to Abraham clearly state 
that God will “bless them that bless thee” (Israel)?  And can there be any 
question that rise in American power coincides perfectly with its support 
for Israel?  Why then, will God cause the East Wind of the Psalms to blow 
upon and destroy the Tarshish Alliance, making Israel’s fall to Russia 
inevitable? 
 
From the prophesies pertaining to Israel’s destruction by Babylon in 605 
BC, we learn that God brought intense destruction on nations who turned 
their back on Israel, or who rejoiced at the destruction God brought upon 
His nation due to their disobedience.   
 
It would seem then, that for the two prophesies to occur (Tarshish’s 
protection of Israel, and Tarshish’s destruction while defending Israel), 
there must be a period of time where Tarshish blesses Israel (such as we 
see today) followed by a period where Tarshish curses Israel.  This, it 
would seem to me, is the significance of the rise of Socialism in the United 
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States.  Socialists are nothing, if not anti-Israel and anti-religion.  If, 
following a period of close association, the United States changes 
governments and the Socialist begin to “curse” Israel (as they most surely 
would), then it would be quite just for God to require the destruction of 
their fleet at the hands of His East Wind (Psa. 48:7; Ezk. 27:26). 
 
Bro. Roberts noted the hostility that is inevitable between the Bible and 
Socialism.  The Bible is God’s testimony that man cannot rule himself.  
Socialism is the doctrine that man is in charge of his own destiny.  The 
two concepts are necessarily opposed to each other.  To the noted Socialist 
of his day, Robert Blatchford, he wrote: 

“You must first get rid of the Bible before you can clear the way for 
your theory—not that you could demonstrate your theory even then, 
but so long as the Bible is not proved a lie, your theories have in it a 
rival that will always bar their way to success.  The Bible reveals not 
only the reason of the present miserable state of the world, which no 
man can change, but the fact that God has His remedy to introduce at 
the right time.  If this revelation is true, it takes the wind entirely out 
of the sails of Socialism.  If it is not true, the fact should be established 
incontrovertibly once for all—which I venture to consider an 
impossibility.  It is all a question of evidence, as you said about 
another matter. You see there are more difficulties in the problem 
than you seem to realize.”  England’s Ruin pg.14.  
 

And to this point so clearly made by bro. Roberts, we have the reason why 
Socialists are necessarily anti-Semitic.  It’s because of the verse which 
states: 

Isa. 43:9-12 “Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the 
people be assembled: who among them can declare this, and shew us 
former things? Let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be 
justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. Ye are My witnesses, 
saith the LORD, and My servant whom I have chosen: that ye may 
know and believe Me, and understand that I am He: before Me there 
was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me. I, even I, am the 
LORD; and beside Me there is no saviour.  I have declared, and have 
saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you: 
therefore ye are My witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God.”  

 
Here is God’s own challenge to the nations.  “Show us the former things,” 
is God’s challenge.  In other words, “tell us the future.”  And He answers 
His challenge with a proof of His own.  He states clearly that the Jews are 
God’s witness, that He in fact is God.  Socialists know that if they can 
eliminate the Jews, they will prove the Bible false beyond any question.   
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The secular Jews who are often found to be advocates for Socialism 
believe it is only the nation of Israel, and those Jews who practice Judaism 
which Socialism seeks to destroy.  They think this because of related 
discussions Karl Marx advances in his work, “Concerning the Jews.”  But 
Marx’s point is wrong.  Socialists need to destroy all Jews, so that they 
can prove the Bible entirely false, and that the idea of God working out 
His plan for mankind, a myth.   
 
Anti-Semitism then, being the historical position of the Socialist 
movement, it is easy to see how the rise in Socialism could lead to a change 
in the US policy towards Israel, which in turn will bring the curses 
promised in Gen. 13:14-15 upon the US.   
 
The following is by a Libertarian Author, Lawrence Samuels, a 
fairly well documented argument tying the historical position of 
Socialism to Anti-Semitism: 

 
Why are Most Socialists Anti-Semitic? 

Lawrence Samuels, 2019 

“Ever since a horde of Democrat Socialists became the darlings of 
the news media in recent years, the specter of anti-Semitism has again 
reared its ugly head. This is no accident. Many of these Democratic 
Party politicians, especially [Congresswomen] Ilhan Omar and 
Rashida Tlaib, have embraced the ideals of socialism alongside those 
of anti-Semitism. And the reason for their virulent racism is that 
socialism and anti-Semitism are closely related worldviews. In fact, 
anti-Semitism and racial bigotry are in the very DNA of socialism, 
constructed around the hatred for Judaism and its merchant culture 
that promotes prosperity, diversity, and opportunity.  

“Historically, the ideologues who were most vehemently opposed to 
Jews and their merchant-bourgeoisie culture were the socialists. From 
the beginning of the socialist movement in the 1820s, socialists of 
almost every stripe found the Jews offensive and grasping. From the 
1820s to the 1920s, if someone professed to be a socialist, he or she 
was almost unquestionably anti-Semitic. Sidney Hook [a 19th Century 
American historian and philosopher] attested to this fact. A former 
Marxist friendly to Leon Trotsky, Hook wrote that, ‘anti-Semitism 
was rife in almost all varieties of socialism.’ Anti-Semitism was so 
profuse in the French socialist community that historian Zosa 
Szajkowski [ a late 20th Century American Historian] concluded in an 
exhaustive study that he ‘could not find a single word on behalf of 
Jews in the whole of French socialist literature from 1820 to 1920.’ 
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Socialism is the Three Unclean Spirits of the Sixth Vial. 
A question has been advanced as to whether or not Socialism is truly the 
three unclean frog spirits of the second event of the sixth vial in 
Revelations 16.  It has been the Christadelphian position from the days of 
bro. John Thomas that the second event began with the Second French 
Republic.  This began in 1848, the same year in which Karl Marx 
published the Communist Manifesto. 
 
In Eureka, bro. Thomas outlines the history of the French Revolution.  It 
began with the first vial, which he says was the French revolution of 1789.  
That Revolution was put down by the crowned heads of Europe in 1815.  
Bro. Thomas observed concerning the ending of the first French Republic: 

“The restoration of the Bourbons [the French royal family] by foreign 
bayonets, in 1815, was a heavy blow and great discouragement, but 
not destructive, of the revolutionary spirit of 1789. A power had 
organized itself under the title of “the Holy Alliance,” consisting of 
Russia, Austria, and Prussia, who bound themselves by a treaty at 
Paris, the real object of which was to maintain despotic and arbitrary 
power, in church and state, and to support each other against any 
revolutionary movement among their own subjects.” 

 

With the Bourbons back on the throne, and the Revolution subdued, the 
cry for liberty, fraternity, and equality came back to life in 1830.  Bro. 
Thomas documents it this way: 

“But the artful policy of these powerful confederates [the crowned 
heads of Europe] against constitutional freedom, and the happiness of 
mankind was doomed to a rude and potent shock in 1830. In the 
words of Journal des Debats, “it seemed that the volcano which 
closed in 1815 was beginning to emit flames again”. The first 
Napoleon spoke truly when he said that the princes of the House of 
Bourbon were all imbecilles. Their subserviency to the “Holy 
Alliance,” and the decline of French influence in Europe, disgusted 
all parties with their rule. The revolution rose against the government, 
and routed it at the barricades. Charles X, the representative of the 
Elder Branch of the Bourbons, fled to England, and Louis Phillippe 
was accepted as the “Citizen King of the French”, in his stead. But, 
though there was more of the principles of ’89 in this dynasty, it was 
still Bourbon. The fleur de lis was still the master of the situation; 
and, as time has proved, not the power to execute the mission of the 
Frogs. The younger branch of the Bourbons reigned eighteen years, 
in which various revolutionary attempts were made to destroy its 
citizen representative. 
 

With King Louis Phillippe [the last Bourbon King] dethroned in 1848, it 
made it possible for the birth of the Second French Republic.  This took 
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place when Napoleon III, nephew to the Emperor Napoleon I, was elected 
President of France.  To this event bro. Thomas observed: 

“Thus, by the revolution began in February, 1848, the Frogs were 
developed, and assumed the position marked out for them in the 
prophecy of the Sixth Vial. They were not to stand alone. If they had 
been destined to operate by themselves the prophecy would probably 
have read, “I saw three unclean spirits like to Frogs go forth unto the 
kings of the earth,” and so forth.  
 
Had it read thus, our observation would have been confined to Paris, 
where the Frogs are imperially enthroned; and we should have 
watched for the going forth of the three unclean spirits from that city. 
Or, had the words, “like to Frogs”, been omitted altogether, we 
should then have had no evidence to show, that the French were any 
more related to the “unclean spirits” than the Swedes or Hindoos.  
 
But, there the words are most ingeniously inserted; so that it may be 
perceived, that in the thirteenth verse, four leading political 
organizations, the French, the Constantinopolitan, the Viennese, and 
the Roman, are made the principal co-operating agencies in the work 
of developing the situation of the fourteenth verse. The working of 
these four powers, the French, Ottoman, Austrian, and Papal, in their 
political transactions with “the kings of the earth, and of the whole 
habitable,” contemporaneously with the “dried up” condition of the 
Turkish power, is the GREAT SIGN MANIFESTED IN THE HEAVEN, that 
the Son of man is about stealthily to come in; and to resume the 
mission interrupted by his assumption to the right hand of Power 
(Matt. 24:30; Isa. 49:4–6).  
 

Here we see the early Christadelphian position clearly delineating the 
Second French Republic, or the 1848 revolution as the going forth of the 
three unclean spirits like frogs.  172 years later, we can easily understand 
how the unclean spirits of 1848 have come to be uttered from the Dragon, 
the Beast, and the False Prophet.  In some modern versions of Eureka, this 
note is found: 

“1848 is described as “the year of revolutions”. The influence of the 
French Revolution with its cry of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity 
was felt throughout all Continental nations. Rioting and revolution 
swept most of the main cities of Europe. In that year, Karl Marx 
issued his Manifesto of the Communist Party. By voice and pen he 
endeavored to stimulate the spirit of revolution. He declared that 
‘insurrection is an art,’ and taught: ‘The principal rule of this art is 
that an audacious and determined offensive must be waged …’ The 
national records of 1848 reveal how extensive was this effect. But it 
was premature; the time was not ripe according to the purpose of 
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Yahweh, and in the main the revolutions were quelled. Only that of 
Garibaldi was then successful; and it resulted in the removal of the 
temporal power of the Papacy in 1870.   
 
“However the Marxist principles of revolution erupted again in the 
Russian revolution of 1917. This was anticipated by John Thomas 
from his study of Bible prophecy. In the same year as Karl Marx 
wrote his Manifesto, John Thomas commenced Elpis Israel. Both 
expositions are revolutionary: the former aiming to overcome the 
tyranny of Gentile rule by the power of the flesh; the latter seeing the 
Spirit Word as being ultimately efficacious to that end. John Thomas 
clearly discerned the influence the teaching of Karl Marx would have 
upon the course of history.  
 
“In Elpis Israel p. 373 (14th Ed.) he wrote:  

‘The hopes of the democracy throughout Europe were inflamed; 
and ‘the earth’ began to tremble until in 1848 every throne was 
shaken to its foundation. The events of this wonderful year are 
too recent to require to be chronicled in this place. It will be 
enough to say that the democracy broke loose, and commenced 
a movement, which, though it has been restrained to prevent it 
progressing too rapidly, cannot be suppressed until.… the 
dominion of the ten-horned beast be taken away.’  

 
“The movement stimulated by Karl Marx was repressed for the time 
being; but in 1917 it broke out with greater virulence in Russia to 
ultimately sweep the world as at present. The influence of socialism 
and communism today governs every government under the sun; it 
has brought Russia to the forefront of the nations as required by 
prophecy: a remarkable sign of the times—Publishers” 
 

In 1848 when writing Elpis Israel, or even in 1868 when bro. Thomas was 
writing the third volume of Eureka, it was impossible to see what Marxism 
would become on a world wide scale, some 170 years later.  But bro. 
Thomas did see that the spirit which arose in France in 1848 would 
permeate Catholicism, Europe, and Russian Asia combined.   
 
From our vantage point in history, it seems to me to be impossible for us 
not to understand the effects of the Second French Revolution of 1848, 
and to label the Socialistic spirit which came out of France and which has 
since resulted in the murder of 100 million souls in about 100 years, along 
with the impoverishing of every nation where it has been tried, to be 
anything other than “unclean.”  It masquerades as “liberty, equality, and 
fraternity,” all the while oppressing and enslaving the masses to a new 
class of kings and queens it calls “elites.” 
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These spirits grew fairly quickly following 1848.  Many individuals saw 
the idea of “utopia” and wondered whether or not Marx had a point.  They 
wondered if, in fact, utopia could be attained in this world.  These 
embraced the idea of socialism and it grew well.  And as difficulties arose, 
the Socialists seized on the difficulty, whatever it was, to take over 
political systems, such as in Russia in 1917, Germany in 1933, and China 
in 1949.  
 
But as British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher famously said, eventually 
you run out of “other people’s money.”  When that happens, socialism 
collapses back to the system Hagel always intended it to be, and taught 
Karl Marx.  A system of Kings and Queens (named something different) 
ruling a body of powerless serfs.  Oppression becomes intense.  This is 
what the world has recently observed in Venezuela.  Venezuela is not 
socialism failed, but socialism as it was designed to be.  
 
Covid 19 

The Covid 19 pandemic is setting up to create the kind of difficulties that 
leads a nation to choose Socialism.   While the disease itself has not created 
much of a difficulty for the United States, as it has mostly harmed the 
already retired class of Americans, (80% of all deaths are of people over 
65,) the handling of the problem has created a terrible time bomb.   
 
When President Trump was elected, he knew that he had to do something 
about the debt.  The American debt was massive, and getting worse.  He 
knows it will ultimately destroy the US economy (really, the world’s 
economy) if not controlled.  But President Trump was unable to do 
anything with it in his first term, as he chose military spending (we might 
say God chose for him to beef up the military to be able to defend Israel) 
to reducing the debt.  But after the military was rebuilt, and just when it 
was time to address the debt, he found himself tied up by the Covid 
pandemic.  His choice to deal with the pandemic has been to massively 
expand spending in several ways.  This spending has already added 4 
Trillion dollars to what was already an oppressive debt.  This will 
exacerbate America’s ability to get its financial house in order.  
Eventually, this house of cards will fall.  When that happens, Socialism 
will look as good to the Americans, as it did to the Russians, Germans, and 
Chinese in days gone by.  Right now, Socialism probably doesn’t look that 
good to any other than the growing number of true believers who have 
generated the recent riots. 
 
Historically, Americans have been strongly opposed to Socialism when it 
is blatantly presented to them, such as with President Obama’s effort at 
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socialized medicine.  We recently saw just how opposed American are, 
when, in 2009 President Barack Obama tried to pass “Universal Health 
Care.”  Following his election in 2008, his Democratic party had a 2/3 
majority in the US Senate.  He could have passed his plan as law, and to 
reverse it would take a 2/3 majority.  But Ted Kennedy, a senator from 
Massachusetts suddenly died.  Now Massachusetts is a very dedicated 
Democratic state.  When Republican President Ronald Reagan won every 
state in the nation but one in 1984, that one was Massachusetts.  
Massachusetts hadn’t elected a Republican senator since the 1970s.  But 
knowing that this one vote would stop “Universal Health Care” from 
becoming law, in a special election Massachusetts elected a Republican. 
 
This was devastating to the socialized medicine crowd.  President Obama 
was reduced to passing “Universal Health Care” on a majority vote and as 
a budgetary tax matter.  This meant it could then be overturned by a simple 
majority vote.  Candidate Trump ran for President on the promise of 
reversing “Universal Health Care,” returning the US to a free market 
system, and as President, he has fulfilled his promise.  After three years, 
he has been able to remove nearly all vestiges of President Obama’s health 
care system.  The point is that it will take some sort of disaster to convince 
Americans’ to vote Socialist, and give power to the Socialist movement 
we have seen growing in the country.  Perhaps, the sort of disaster that a 
financial collapse from too much debt, would create, which at this point, 
looks to be the only significant thing to the United States that will come 
out of this pandemic. 
 
China 
China, the creator of the pandemic, has so far weathered the storm well.  
Being an oppressive state, they were able to control the movement of their 
population to stop the spread of the virus.  And, as we noted in previous 
issues of The Berean, they started their lockdown and made an effort to 
buy up those supplies which would soon be necessary, before telling the 
world that a pandemic was coming.  Thus the Chinese economy had 
positive growth in the second quarter of 2020, while the rest of the world 
entered a recession.  Forbes Business Magazine is projecting a 2% growth 
for China in 2020, (down from 6% in 2019) though they state that this 
could change depending on how quickly nations can move their supply 
chains away from China.  This is happening, and it will have a significant 
long term effect, but the speed of how fast this will happen is the question.   
 
Meanwhile Forbes is projecting the US economy to break even, at 0%, 
down from 3.8% in 2019.  To this point, the US economy has been 
performing well beyond expectations following the pandemic.  
Unemployment is already back to 10%, and would be higher but certain 
states anxious to harm President Trumps re-election chances in the 
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upcoming November elections, are remaining closed, bankrupting their 
citizens (and their states).  The growth of the American economy is due to 
the strong condition of the US economy leading into the pandemic, and 
the quick and decisive actions taken by President Trump at the beginning 
of the pandemic, to limit its damage. 
 
10 days after the first case of Covid 19 was diagnosed in the United States, 
which was January 21, 2020, President Trump over much criticism, shut 
down all travel to and from China.  At the time he did this, the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC) led by Dr. Anthony Fauci called it “an 
overreaction.”  Presidential candidate Joe Biden said it reflected a "record 
of hysteria, xenophobia and fear-mongering."  The World Health 
Organization issued a statement at the time that “countries should not 
restrict trade or travel in their response to the new virus.”  The New York 
Times quoted doctors who specialize in pandemics saying that the move 
was “more of an emotional or political reaction.” 
 
President Trump soon found out that the Chinese were rerouting their trips 
to the United States through Europe, and doing so with the encouragement 
of certain governors.  President Trump criticized the governors of New 
York and California for failing to prepare, and take the virus serious 
enough.  In response to this, New York’s governor, Andrew Cuomo said 
"This isn't our first rodeo.  We are fully coordinated, and we are fully 
mobilized, and we are fully prepared to deal with the situation as it 
develops."  A few days earlier, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi said 
this about visiting China Town in San Francisco, CA. in celebration of the 
Chinese New Year, “There's no reason tourists or locals should be staying 
away from the area because of coronavirus concerns. That’s what we’re 
trying to do today is to say everything is fine here. Come, because 
precautions have been taken. The city is on top of the situation."   
 
Trying to stop this careless attitude, on March 11, President Trump shut 
down all travel to and from Europe, again to the complaints of the 
scientists and antagonistic politicians.  And while the carelessness of these 
governors did allow the virus to take hold and spread wildly, the delay 
created by President Trump’s Travel Bans allowed the federal government 
to catch up on personal protective gear for the caretakers, and for the 
equipment necessary to handle the sick.  The delay in the explosion of the 
pandemic made it so that eventually not a single patient who needed 
hospitalization was refused, nor was a single patient who needed a 
ventilator, denied.  Now, in retrospect, these rapid moves by President 
Trump are credited with reducing the original projections of 2 – 3 million 
deaths, down to the now projected 300,000.  (Currently, there has been a 
little over half that.) 
 



537 
 

It was not just the governors who were caught unprepared, but the CDC 
itself was exposed as an almost worthless bureaucracy.   The CDC assured 
President Trump that they had a test kit for Covid 19 ready to go.  In fact, 
it was hopelessly flawed.  President Trump dumped the government’s 
efforts, and turned to the private sector, which (after President Trump tore 
down mounds of red tape put up by the FDA) produced accurate tests kits 
in just a week, even eventually coming up with a test that could be 
administered immediately.  
 
Probably the biggest mistake was that the governors of certain states 
allowed infected patients back into nursing homes and elderly care centers 
even against the CDC guidelines.  These states suffered deaths with a 
much higher frequency than those states which protected their elderly.  
The mortality per case rate of these states, as of August 15, was 7.7%.  
This is on par with Canada’s rate of 7.1, though well behind the United 
Kingdom’s rate of 15.9%.  Large states that did not do this had much lower 
rates.  California which has been in a long economic lockdown only has a 
rate of 1.8%, and even large states which did not lock down like Florida 
and Texas, had rates of 1.6% and 1.8% respectively.  While the total US 
mortality rate is 3.2% (half of Canada’s and a fifth of Britain’s) if you 
remove the five states who placed covid infected patients into elderly care 
units, the US mortality rate would be only 2.2%.   
 
There have been no shortage of people who have suggested that the Covid 
19 virus will bring down the United States, weakening Tarshish ahead of 
the great battle with the northern king.  President Trump has called the 
idea that his actions have been ineffective, and will result in the downfall 
of the US, “a hoax.”  His critics quickly seized on this, to say he called the 
pandemic a hoax.  But it was only the criticism by America’s critics 
concerning how America handled the pandemic which was called “a 
hoax.”  And from the mortality rate, the rise in employment, and the 
complete rebound of the financial markets, we can see that indeed, such 
criticism has been a hoax, and will not result in any short term catastrophe.  
Long term, when the bills come due may be another matter.     
 
The Destruction  of Tarshish 
There is no room for doubt that Tarshish will be destroyed in concert with 
the advance of the King of the North upon the mountains of Israel.  In our 
expositions on this subject, we have closely followed the outline given by 
bro. Thomas in his work called “The Destiny of the British Empire.”  He 
outlines the fall of Tarshish this way: 

Destiny of the British Empire, pg. 15:  “The British Lion is a proud 
and lofty beast, and its dominion a high mountain.  This is also the 
character of all the kingdoms and empires, in the world.  The 
Scriptures say: ‘everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the 
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Lord!'  Proud persons, proud nations, and proud governments are 
equally objects of His detestation.  
 
“He has therefore declared in reference to the fate that awaits them 
when He shall arise to shake terribly the earth, and He alone shall be 
exalted: “The day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that is 
proud and lofty and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be 
brought low . . ..and upon all the ships of Tarshish…And the loftiness 
of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be 
made low; and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day'—Isa. 2: 
11-17.  
 
“This prophecy is clearly unfulfilled as yet; and it will be noticed that, 
contemporarily with the sole exaltation of the Lord, ‘the day of 
Jehovah’ is upon all the ships of Tarshish. This is explained in the 
48th Psalm, which is prophetic of the time when Zion, the City of the 
Great King, shall be the joy of the whole earth. But before this comes 
to pass, it foretells the assembling of the kings against her—that is, 
the kings of Gog's confederacy; and their flight with precipitation and 
terror, which seizes upon them as the pains of a parturient woman   It 
is then added as a contemporary event:  ‘Thou breakest the ships of 
Tarshish with an East wind'—Psa. 48: 7. This implies that the ships 
broken and scattered are a fleet in the Mediterranean. Much would be 
exposed to a hurricane from the East.  
 
“This will doubtless be the British Mediterranean fleet co-operating 
with the land forces against the Russian armies in the Holy Land. The 
pride of Britain, and probably of America, in maritime alliance with 
her against the common enemy of constitutional government and 
liberty, will be laid low by the wreck of the most powerful and 
magnificent fleet that ever floated upon the Sea of Tarshish. Its 
destruction, however, will cause the maritime powers to abase 
themselves, and to yield obedience to the Shepherd and Stone of 
Israel, whom even the winds and sea obey.” 
 

It is this divine destruction of Tarshish by the hand of God that brings low 
the proud and arrogant Tarshish powers, and renders their defense of Israel 
impotent.  Bro. Thomas in the above quoted work refers to a shaking, and 
a hurricane.  This sounds similar to the great volcano blast of Thera, circa 
1660 BC., whose blast destroyed the original Ships of Tarshish, 
(historically known as the Minoans) with a force of which caused seven 
years famine to the Middle East in the days of Joseph. 
 
With God having prepared the way by destroying Tarshish for them, the 
Northern King can rush down onto the mountains of Israel.   
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But the question that should concern us, is this.  Do we look for Tarshish 
to significantly decline in splendour or strength before that great day in 
which God brings His judgments onto the battlefields?  I would suggest 
that there is nothing in the writings of bro. Thomas which indicates such a 
decline.  And the prophesies themselves, gives us a very different picture.  
Rather the picture we get from bro. Thomas is this: 

Elpis Israel, pg. 442  “The decree has long since gone forth which 
calls upon the Lion of Tarshish to protect the Jews.” 

 
And similarly from bro. Growcott we learn: 

The Last Terrible Forty Years by G. V. Growcott  “Bro. Thomas, 
writing over fifty years before Britain liberated and occupied 
Palestine, expected Britain to still be in control of that land when 
these things were happening. He did not foresee the further 
development of Britain's removal and Jewish independence. He knew 
from Ezekiel 38:13 that there must be a Tarshish power affording 
protection, and that Israel herself must be (v. 11)— 

‘Dwelling safely; without walls, bars, or gates.’” 

 
In order for there to be a Tarshish power guaranteeing the peace and safety 
of Israel, two things must exist at the time of the end.  First, there must be 
a government of Tarshish that feels itself strong enough to be willing to 
risk national treasure and lives to defend Israel.  And second, Israel must 
have enough trust in that state, that they are actually able to defend Israel.  
Only then will Israel perceive itself as dwelling safely, without walls, bars, 
or gates.   
 
The war of the great day of God Almighty pits the two great powers of the 
world—the King of the North and the King of the South—against each 
other, and sets up God to defeat both, though in different ways.  They will 
not be two weak, declining powers, limping into the battle. They will come 
with all the pomp and circumstance their pride and arrogance can generate.  
First God will take down the pride and arrogance of the Tarshish power 
with a mighty east wind.  Into the vacuum created by the divine destruction 
of Tarshish, a united and powerful Europe led by Russia will descend upon 
the mountains of Israel.  At the point when European sponsored Socialism, 
under the direction of the Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet, believes it is 
at the brink of destroying the Jews off the face of the earth, God will take 
out the Northern King and all the united powers of Europe (save Britain) 
along with its False Prophet through a punishing series of wars, guided 
and executed by the armies of Christ and the saints. 
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Hints For Bible Markers 
The Psalm 12:2  

 
“They speak vanity every one with his neighbor: with flattering lips and 

with a double heart do they speak:” 
 

We realize the people of the world speak vanity, flattery, and proud things 
to each other. It brings to mind the vocabulary of the scribes and the 
Pharisees as opposed to the words of Jesus. Christ did not speak vanity, he 
spoke not of himself but only those things which were pleasing to his 
Heavenly Father. He did not flatter, but he was not above commending the 
deserving (Luke 10:42). He was not proud. He came lowly in heart 
(Matthew 11:29). He was the very opposite of the thoughts, speech, and 
actions of the hollow rulers of the circumcision. “The LORD knoweth the 
thoughts of man, that they are vanity” (Psalms 94:11). 
 

“They speak vanity:” 
 
The voices of the world did not speak of godly things. Their voices are 
emptiness, vapor blowing in the wind. There is no talk of God, no words 
of Scripture in their lips. Just the empty babblings of self-absorbed, self-
important, narcissism. True happiness comes from loving the wisdom of 
the Scriptures and speaking on the deep things of the Lord.  
 
A thing is doubled, as Joseph explained to Pharaoh, “Because the thing is 
established by God.” So it is with the deceitful heart and deceitful 
unbridled lips the unrighteous speak. This is clearly taught in the word of 
truth. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who 
can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).  
 

“With flattering lips:” 
 
Flattery is another unlawful use of the tongue. Flattery is false praise. 
However, as we must be fearful of giving false praise or flattery, we must 
not fear or hesitate to give approval when it is due. Flattery is selfish and 
false but commendation is compassionate and true. A man does not flatter 
when he says “good job” if the thing is done well. Still, we live in a time 
of extremes. We must be careful that we don't give praise when it is 
undeserved. On the other hand, silence during the time when we might 
strengthen the feeble knees, when commendation could truthfully be 
bestowed, is equally as cruel. 

 
Continued next month should the Lord will               bro. Beryl Snyder 




