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Studies and Thoughts svsRoTHERJOHNTHOMAs 

THE MIDHEAVEN GOSPEL-PROCLAMATION 
''And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having aioni
an good news to proclaim to those who dwell upon the earth, 
saying, Fear the Deity, and give to Him glory, for the Hour of 

His judgment hath arrived"(Rev. 14:6-7). 
Under the Mosaic Law, which is "the pattern of the things in 

the heavens" (Heb. 9:23), the Pentecostian Feast of Firstfruits 
of the third month was succeeded on the first day of the seventh 
month by the Memorial of the Blowing of Trumpets, a Sabbath of 
holy convocation-inviting to a holy rest and assembly. Between 
this Memorial and the offering of "an offering made by fire unto 
Yahweh" was an interval of ten days. 

This tenth day of the seventh month was yam hakkiphpu
rim-"a Day of Coverings"-a day on which the sins of the past 
were being covered over by fiery expiation. 

But before this day of affliction, in which all who did not afflict 
themselves on account of their transgressions were to be cut off 
from Yahweh's people, the trumpets blew a memorial blast, to 
remind the people that the hour (or month) of the annual judg
ment and covering of sins had arrived. 

The sons of Aaron and priests were appointed to blow the 
trumpets in the day of their gladness, in their solemn days, 
over their burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of their peace 
offerings (Lev. 23:24; Num. 10:8-10). 

The antitype of this arrangement is found in Rev. 14-the 
Pentecost is celebrated in the inauguration of the Deity's Kings 
and Priests on Mt. Zion-the Bread of the Firstfruits. 

Then comes the Memorial Proclamation through Midheaven 
by these Priests of the Deity, reminding the world that the hour of 
judicial retribution so long threatened has arrived; and inviting 
men to afflict their souls, in turning from their iniquities to the 
reverential fear and worship of Him Who made all things. 

When this proclamation has been made to the end of the 
world, the Jubilee Blast of the Day of Coverings, on the tenth 
day of the seventh month, is then blown-a Jubilee to Israel, 
proclaiming their return to their country, and their consequent 
avengement upon all their enemies who worship the Beast and 
his Image, and receive his sign in their foreheads or hands. This 
is the "Day of Vengeance in the heart" of the Lamb, contempo
rary with the "Year of his Redeemed" (Isa. 63:4); the works of 
which are detailed in Rev. 14:8-20; 16:16-21; 17:14; 18; 19:1-3, 
11-21; 20:1-4, 14. 

The Angel who makes the Memorial Proclamation in Rev. 
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14:6-7 is symbolical of the Royal Priests of the Melchizedec 
Household. 

The Mosaic type requires that the silver trumpets be blown 
by priests of the High Priest's family. But the priesthood being 
changed, the Aaronic priests are ineligible for the sounding of 
this Proclamation in Midheaven. Hence, the priestly trumpeters 
have to be provided from another source, and there is no other 
source of supply but the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus, 
whom he has made Kings and Priests for the Deity. 

The proclamation is therefore made by as many of the 144,000 
as the work to be performed may demand. Among these will be 
the apostle John, as the representative of a class. In Rev. 10 he 
tells us that after he had digested the Little Scroll of judgment, 
the Spirit told him that he-"Must prophesy again before many 
peoples, nations, tongues and kings." 

To do this he must rise from the dead, be judged, and quick
ened, when he will be fitted for the work. But it is too much 
for one man to accomplish in the short space allotted for the 
Proclamation. Others of like qualifications will therefore be 
associated with him in the work, so that it may be carried on 
in different countries at the same time. The apostles had their 
co-laboring attendants and subordinates when they sounded the 
Gospel Trumpet in old time. In the new proclamation the same 
condition may obtain. 

Be this as it may, it is "those that escape," or the saved Rem
nant, that are sent as "sounders of the Truth" to the nations that 
have not heard the fame nor seen the glory ofYahweh, and they 
shall declare His glory to the Gentiles (Isa. 66:19). This is the 
plurality represented by the Angel-one messenger emblematic 
of a multitude, as it is written in Psa. 68:11-''.Adonai will give 
the word: those who bear the tidings are a great host." 

* * * 
The proclamation is to be made through "Midheaven." This 

is "the Air" into which the judgments of the 7th Vial are to be 
poured after the proclamation of the message, or "word given," 
is finished. 

It is the political aerial of Babylon the Great which, instead 
of being as now the highest heaven of the political world, will 
occupy a middle station between the worshipers of the Beast 
and the new throne established on Mt. Zion. 

The "Midheaven" is the political firmament occupied by all 
the ranks, orders and degrees of the world rulers-the supreme 
and subordinate governors of those "many peoples, nations and 
tongues" before whom John is to prophesy again. 

This will be an exceedingly interesting time, when the clergy 
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of all orders-"the spirituals of wickedness in the heavenlies"
shall be confronted by the apostles and saints, and proved to be 
liars and impostors before the world.And richly do they deserve 
to be exposed to this "shame and contempt." 

They will no longer be permitted to "deceive the hearts of the 
simple with good words and fair speeches" with impunity. The 
occupation of the world's clerical False Prophet will be gone, for

"The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughti
ness of men shall be made low: and Yahweh alone will come to 
be exalted in that day" (Isa. 2:17). 

The situation is illustrated by 1 Chronicles 21:16, where it is 
stated that David saw the Angel ofYahweh standing ''between the 
earth and the heaven"-in midheaven-having a drawn sword in 
his hand stretched out, as he was just going to afflict Jerusalem 
with an impending judicial visitation. His position there was 
exhibited to David, that he might have time and occasion for 
obtaining the deliverance of the city from the wrath to come. 

So the hovering of the Angel was to show that there was room 
for escape on terms to be proposed, just as the Deity was going 
to inflict the punishment. 

So also with the great host in Midheaven on their procla
mation of the Good News. The destruction of Babylon, and 
the overthrow of the governments of the world, are decreed. 
Nothing can save THEM from abrogation and obliteration. The 
proclamation invites mankind to abandon these spiritual and 
temporal institutions, in commanding them to-

''Fear the DEITY, and give glory to HIM." 
It affords them time and opportunity for saving themselves from 
the impending calamities of the Hour of divine judgment. If any 
transfer their allegiance from their clerical and civil rulers to 
the Lamb-Power, they will doubtless be exempted from the fire 
and brimstone torment which is to destroy the Beast and his 
False Prophet (Rev. 19:20; 14:9-10). But if they refuse to abjure 
these authorities, the plagues written in this prophecy for their 
destruction will assuredly consume the rebellious. 

* * * 
This Good News is styled "aionian," a word which I have not 

translated, but only transferred. The Angel-Host has "aionian 
Good News to proclaim." It is styled "aionian," I conceive, be
cause it announces "things not seen" pertaining to the "aion," or 
"course," during which all nations will be ''blessed in Abraham 
and his Seed." 

This "course" is not to last forever, but for 1000 years, styled 
in Dan. 7:12, "a season and a time." At the end of this Course of 
Centuries, the nations revolt, and judgment comes upon them to 
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extermination (Rev. 20:9). For this reason I do not translate the 
word in this text "everlasting," as in the AV. The Proclamation 
is the announcement of MILLENNIAL GOOD NEWS, namely-

That the resurrection immortalization, and inauguration, of the 
called and chosen and faithful Firstfruits have been accomplished 
by Jesus Christ, who having returned in power and great glory
has set up the ancient throne of his father David on Mt. Zion. 

That, being established there, he invites the allegiance of all 
nations to himself, as King of the whole earth by the grace of his 
Eternal Father Who has appointed him to execute judgment and 
justice in the earth, and to rule the world in righteousness; 

That he is prepared to destroy the powers that corrupt and 
oppress the nations, and to wipe away tears from off all faces, and 
to take away the rebuke of his people Israel from off all the earth; 

That his purpose is to change the face of the world, and to 
enlighten mankind with the true knowledge from the rising to 
the setting sun; 

That, as mankind have been for a long series of ages in the bot
tomless abyss of ignorance and superstition, in commiseration of 
their helplessness he invites them to hearken diligently unto him, 
and to come and buy wine and milk of him, without money or price; 

That, if they will accept this invitation to the feast he has 
prepared for all peoples, they shall live under their own vines 
and fig-trees in peace, and none shall make them afraid; 

But if, on the contrary, they determine still to worship the 
Beast and his Image, and to receive the Sign in their foreheads 
or hands, then they shall be made to drink of the wine of the 
wrath of the Deity which hath been prepared without mixture In 
the cup of His indignation, and shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy Angels, and in the presence 
of the Lamb. 

A proclamation of this kind, made by such "ambassadors of 
Jesus Christ," and attested by signs and wonders of a character 
to establish claims to the confidence and respect of the nations 
and their rulers, cannot fail of arresting attention as the all-ab
sorbing topic of the day. 

As folly and falsehood are the stock in trade of the journals of 
the world, they will doubtless counsel rejection of the message, 
and hostility to all its claims. As they live by trying to please the 
majority, they will trim their sails to catch the popular breeze. 
The editors, clergy, and civil rulers of the Midheaven will be the 
ruin of society, so that under the guidance of their policy the 
armies of the nations will go forth "as a whirlwind to scatter 
Him" (Rab. 3:14). 

It is not in human nature, much less in political organization, 
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to surrender power, wealth, honour, at discretion. It does not 
part with these things without a struggle to retain them. 

On such a proclamation coming to the Pope and "crowned 
heads" of Europe, from a Jew on Mt. Zion claiming to be Jesus 
of Nazareth, King of the Jews-are they likely to acknowledge 
him, to place their kingdoms at his disposal, and cast their 
crowns at his feet? 

We know certainly that they will not, for it is testified that 
"all nations" shall compass him about like bees, but they shall 
be quenched as the fire of thorns, for in the Name ofYahweh he 
will destroy them (Psa. 118:1-12: Rev. 19:19-21). 

* * * 
Now as to the PRECISE TIME after Christ's advent and the 

justification of his Household by the Spirit, in which this proc
lamation through Midheaven shall be made, it is immediately 
after the smiting of the Assyro-Gogian Image upon the feet by 
the Stone-Power, and before the grinding of its metallic and clay 
fragments to powder (Dan. 2:34-5; Matt. 21:44). It will therefore 
be in the interval between the Armageddon overthrow of the 6th 
Vial, and the outpouring upon the "Air" of the 7th. 

The Armageddon discomfiture of the belligerents in the land 
of Israel (that is, of Tarshish and of the Assyro-Gogian confed
eracy) will put Yahweh Tz'vaoth in possession of Jerusalem the 
Holy City, which he occupies as the Lamb with the 144,000. 
Standing thus on Mt. Zion, the Eternal Spirit in multitudinous 
manifestation is (Isa. 18:4)-

'7n His dwelling place without fear, as dry heat impending 
lightning." 

In this still dry heat of impending vengeance, the Pentecostian 
proclamation ofliberty and return is made, after which the "Great 
Trumpet is blown" by Yahweh Tz'vaoth (Isa. 18:3; 27:13; Zech. 
9:14)-the Jubilee Trumpet of the judgment of the Great Day. 

As to how long the period of proclamation will continue, it 
is not possible to speak with certainty. The work to be done 
indicates that it will not be an instantaneous operation. It is a 
workof-

''Prophesying before many peoples and nations and tongues 
and kings." 

This will take time, possibly years. The Deity is never in a 
hurry, but deliberate, effective, sure. We need not be surprised 
if 10 years were consumed in the proclamation and the devel
opment of its results. Between the "memorial of the blowing 
of trumpets" on the first day of the 7th month, and the Day of 
Atonement, there was an interval of 10 days. After this pattern, it 
may therefore be that between the beginning of the Proclamation 
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in Midheaven and the commencement of the second Angel 
judgment upon Babylon (14:8) there will be an interval of 
10 years. 

This would leave an "Hour" or month of years (that is, 30 
years) for the judgment to sit in slaying the 4th Beast of Daniel, 
and destroying his body-politic in the burning flame (Dan. 7:11). 
These 40 years after the manifestation of the Son of David and 
his Mighty Ones on Mt. Zion, are the period of-

"Building again of the Tabernacle of David, and of the setting 
up of its ruins, as it was in the days of old"(Acts 15:16;Amos 9:11) 
-the Exodal period of the gathering together under one King of 
all the tribes of the House of Jacob (Mic. 7:15). These 40 years 
will be the most important and terrible of the world's history. 
The most noteworthy developments of this transition period are 
depicted in the Rev., chs. 14, part of 16 and 17, all 18 and 19, 
and part of 20. 

The work of these 40 years was foreshadowed in the reign 
of David. His 40 years' reign was to that of Solomon's peaceful 
administration over Israel and the Gentiles, as a judicial prepa
ration: for before Solomon could reign-

"Over all kingdoms from the River unto the land of the Phil
istines and unto the border of Egypt." 

These kingdoms had to be subdued by his father David. After 
the same pattern it will be with the greater than Solomon: 40 
years of judgment are consumed in preparing for the millennial 
reign of peace and righteousness, which, as the chapters indi
cated show, will not be introduced and established by clerical 
preaching, nor by the ''benevolent institutions of the day," but 
by (Heb. 10:27)-

"Judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries." 

Christ In The Earth Again 
BY BRO. R. ROBERTS 

AN ARGUMENT FROM THE PAST 
Nothing is written more plainly or more deeply in human af

fairs than the fact of Christ's appearance among men over 1850 
years ago. The record is written everywhere in a language that 
requires no learning to decipher. 

And nothing was asserted more plainly by Christ when upon 
the earth than the fact that "after a long time" (to use his own 
expression) he would "come again." He has been away the long 
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time he said he would be away. Many things combine to tell us 
that the "long time" is near its end, and that we may look for 
the happy event of his re-appearing at no very distant date. 

The discussion we propose to consider is the effect that his 
re-appearing will produce among men; the state of things he 
will establish on the earth; and the position and relation he will 
sustain to the state of things so established. 

There is great dimness and uncertainty in the popular mind 
on these topics. This dimness need not exist if the teaching of 
the Scriptures is accepted on the subject; and surely no one can 
refuse to accept the Scriptures who accepts Christ, who said he 
had come to fulfil them (Mat. 5:17; Luke 24:44). 

His first appearing was the subject of prophecy; and his 
second appearing is the subject of prophecy. We know what his 
first appearing was like. We have it in our power to compare the 
facts of his first appearing with the language of the prophecy 
foretelling it, and this ought to enable us to rightly understand 
the language foretelling his second appearing. 

We all know that the first appearing of Christ was as literal 
and personal as that of any man, and that his participation in 
the transactions of his life was as actual and practical as the 
deeds of any man's life. He was born an actual baby; grew up 
through all the stages of an actual boyhood; lived and walked 
and talked an actual man; died an actual death; received an 
actual burial; was the subject of an actual resurrection; and of 
an actual removal from the earth. 

Now here are the prophecies referring to these things. First 
of all, HIS BIRTH-

"Unto us a child is born." "A virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son." 

Second, the PLACE OF HIS BIRTH: "Thou Bethlehem ... out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me." 

Third, HIS RECEPTION at Israel's hands-"When we shall 
see him, there is no beauty that we shall desire ... We hid, as 
it were, our faces from him; he was despised and we esteemed 
him not." · 

The TREATMENT HE RECEIVED-"He was oppressed and he 
was afflicted ... despised and rejected of men." HIS PERSONAL 
ATTITUDE-"He shall not strive nor cry nor lift up his voice 
in the streets." His ARREST-"He is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth." His CONDEMNATION-"He was taken 
from prison and from judgment." 

THE INDIGNITIES of his execution-''They parted my gar
ments among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots." HIS 
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CRUCIFIXION-"They pierced my hands and my feet;" "He was 
cut off from the land of the living ... He made his grave with 
the wicked and with the rich in his death." His RESURREC
TION-"Thou shalt quicken me and bring me up again from 
the depths of the earth;" "Thou wilt not suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption." His ASCENSION-"Ascended up on high; led 
captivity captive;" Sit on my right hand until," etc.; "I will wait 
upon Yahweh, who hideth His face from the house of Jacob;" "I 
shall be glorious in the eyes (presence) of Yahweh, and my God 
shall be my strength." 

When, therefore, we read, "He shall come;" "He shall reign;" 
"He shall execute judgment on the earth;" "He shall sit on the 
throne of his father David;" "He shall be one king to all Israel on 
the mountains of Israel;" "He shall reign on Mount Zion;" "The 
rod of his strength shall go forth from there;" "He shall be a 
priest on his throne;" "All peoples, nations, and languages shall 
serve him"-what can we reasonably conclude but that the life 
of his kingly glory upon earth will be as actual and literal and 
practical and visible as we know the life of his humiliation to 
have been? 

We are absolutely shut up to such a view by the terms that 
expressly affirm the visibility of the affairs that will appertain to 
his glory. Thus: "Every eye shall SEE him" (Rev. 1:7). "The kings 
shall shut their mouths at him, for that which had not been told 
them shall they SEE" (Isa. 52: 15). "Thine eyes shall SEE the King 
in his beauty" (Isa. 33: 17). ''Ye shall not see me henceforth UNTIL 
the time come" (Luke 13:35). "They shall LOOK UPON me whom 
they have pierced" (Zech. 12: 10). ''Ye shall SEE Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob in the Kingdom" (Luke 13:28). "All that SEE them 
shall acknowledge that they (the comforted of the Lord) are the 
seed which the Lord hath blessed" (Isa. 61:9). "He shall reign on 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem before his ancients gloriously" (Isa. 
24:23). "He shall judge among many people" (Mic. 4:3). "When 
ye SEE this, your heart shall rejoice" (Isa. 66:14). "Then shall 
ye return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, 
between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not" 
(Mal. 3:18). "Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye (that serve 
God not) shall be hungry. Behold my servants shall drink, but 
ye shall be thirsty. Behold my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall 
be ashamed. Behold my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but 
ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and how 1 for vexation of spirit" 
(Isa. 65:13-14). 

Christ was "despised and rejected" in no concealed sense. 
He was ''bruised" and "put to grief" in a very open, visible, and 
practical manner: is his glory to be less real? Less open? Less 
apparent? Will his honour be less actual than his shame? Will 
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he occupy the throne in a less real and manifest sense then he 
hung on the cross in the presence of jeering multitudes? 

Will not "every eye" SEE his glory as actually as the eyes that 
SAW his humiliation and his blood? Christ has promised that his 
brethren shall receive glory and honour: of what does "glory and 
honour" consist but in the deference and renown which rulers 
receive at the hands of those who are subject to them? 

He promises that "they shall laugh" (Luke 6:21); that "they 
shall be filled" (Ibia); that "they shall inherit the earth" (Mat. 
5:5); that "they shall be confessed" (Mat. 10:32); that "they shall 
be comforted" (Mat. 5:4); and "their enemies shall come and bow 
down at the soles of their feet" (Rev. 3:9); that "they shall have 
power over the nations" (Rev. 2:26). 

How are these promises to be fulfilled except by the saints 
"reigning with" Christ, possessing the earth with him, and exer
cising the authority with him God has given him over all peoples, 
nations, and languages? Jesus has prospectively enthroned 
the twelve apostles there over the tribes (Luke 22:29,30; Mat. 
19:28). He has, in advance, placed Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
there as conspicuous, visible figures among all the prophets 
(Luke 13:28; Mat. 8:11). The Lord, by Isaiah, has planted his 
accepted servants of all past ages there (Isa. 66:13,14; 25:6,9; 
26:1, 2, 19), saying-''Ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem:" "In 
this mountain ... he shall swallow up death in victory." 

God Gave Them Up 
BY BRO. G. V. GROWCO'IT 

"The invisible things of Him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things 

that are made, even His eternal power and divinity, 
so that they are without excuse"(Rom. 1:20). 

Paul's letter to the brethren and sisters at Rome is very deeply 
doctrinal, but it is also very personal. He mentions nearly forty 
specific individuals in chapter 16, beside several references to 
households. 

We must always remember that the Truth is a personal 
thing-a matter of personal relationships to others-not a 
mathematical or technical or coldly individual thing. Paul says 
in chapter 1 that without ceasing he made mention of them 
always in his prayers. This is not exaggeration: This was Paul's 
whole heart and life. 

First and above all, the whole meaning and power of the Truth 
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is an intense personal relationship to God and Christ-
"This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent" (Jn. 17:3). 
Not just to know of them. Not even just to know about them: 

to know the truth concerning them (though that is truly vital 
in itself). But to know them personally as close and intimate 
companions, far more intimate and closer to us than anyone 
else can possibly be. 

It is quite possible-and if we observe ourselves we shall 
often catch ourselves falling into it-it is quite possible to work 
diligently all day long on the work of God, and not once think of 
Him as a personal, living Reality, as a Friend, as a Companion, 
in terms of closeness, and affection, and communion. Yet this 
is the very essence of the Truth. This is the central, heart-pur
pose for which all else is designed. We may feel we are "always 
abounding in the work of the Lord," but it is meaningless if it 
is not built upon this. 

There is no point, no value, no life, in doing God's work if there 
is not an ever-conscious personal relationship at the heart ofit. 
It is this personal, affectionate relationship to God and Christ 
that draws us from evil, and strengthens us in good. Nothing 
else can. 

In our poor, so-brief little life-span, the basic purpose of all 
that we do must be the schooling and purifying and developing 
and transforming of our own character. Knowledge is good. 
Knowledge is essential. But knowledge is just a means to an 
end-not an end in itself. Character is the vital thing that 
knowledge must be creating-spirituality, holiness, integrity, 
purity, beauty. We are being put through exercises and experi
ences to create holiness. Even Jesus himself "learned obedience 
by the things that he suffered" and was "made perfect through 
suffering." 

God does not actually need us to do anything for Him. All 
that we do for Him is training for ourselves. Now this needs 
qualifying to avoid misunderstanding. God does not need any 
particular one of us, but in His wise divine purpose there is 
work to be done by man, and the work itself is important. In the 
plan God has devised faithful servants are an essential part. It 
has pleased Him to condescend to make His beloved children 
co-workers with Himself. 

And we must always be mindful that all we ever do of any 
good is God's working in us, and not of ourselves (Phil. 2:13)

"It is God that worketh in you, both to will and to do of His 
good pleasure." 

Our part is to yield, to submit, to conform, to put away other 
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things that waste our time (God's time, for all belongs to Him) 
and distract our interest, to maintain our attention in the right 
direction, to discern and cooperate with the shaping and molding 
hand. 

And further, character is not a self-centered operation. It is the 
very opposite. We cannot be holy in a selfish vacuum. We cannot 
turn inward and just work out our own salvation as if others 
did not exist, though that may be tempting to the flesh. It is so 
selfishly pleasant to get off into our own little corner of isolation. 

Character is essentially a self-forgetting, outgoing relation
ship, primarily to God and Christ, but also to all members of the 
Body of Christ, and in a more general sense to the whole suffering 
world. Paul is our example, as Christ was his. He wrote similarly 
to other ecclesias as he does here to the believers in Rome-

''Wi,thout ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers" 
(Rom. 1:9). 

His concern was for every member (2 Cor. 11:29)-
"Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is offended, and I 

burn not?" 
Paul's whole life was the love and fellowship and welfare of his 

brethren; intense empathy with and sympathy for them. About 
three years after writing this letter, as he approached Rome as a 
prisoner, this same group of brethren came out thirty-five miles 
to meet him-

''Whom, when Paul saw, he thanked God and took courage" 
(Acts. 28:15). 

But, just about another five years later, in his final tribu
lation-on trial for his life, about to be offered-in this same 
city of Rome, he had to sadly say, like his Master before him 
(2 Tim. 4:16)-

''.At my first answer no man stood with me, but all forsook me." 
And he gave thanks to God for one lone, faithful brother in 

the whole city who diligently sought him out in his cell, and 
found him, and refreshed him, and "was not ashamed of his 
chain." In the conditions then prevailing, doubtless this loyal 
Onesiphorus risked his own life to succor Paul. 

''I long to see you" (1:11). 
He never visited the ecclesia at Rome, though from chapter 

16 it is clear he knew many of the members. He longed to see 
them that he might impart to them some spiritual benefit, and

"That I may be comforted together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me"(l:12). 

This is, and must be, the reason for our visiting and associating 
with one another, and this aspect must be constantly borne in 
mind. Any time of our association not spent for this purpose is 
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time wasted, unfaithful stewardship, lost opportunity. 
There are, of course, many different ways, direct and indirect, 

by which this purpose may be furthered, and, therefore, we must 
be slow and careful in judging others' activities, because we do 
not know their motive. But let us be sure that we ourselves 
bear this ever in mind, and that this is always our motive. Our 
constant goal must be to do everything we do to the glory of God 
and to spiritual up building of both ourselves and others. All else 
is empty, animal folly, leading only to rejection and death. 

''I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I 
purposed to come unto you, but was hindered hitherto" (1:13). 

This is interesting. Paul had many times planned to visit 
Rome, but so far had not been able to do so. At the time he was 
writing, it had been about seven years since he had first gotten 
as far as Corinth-the closest he had been to Rome. It was his 
practice, as is clear from the history in Acts and from what he 
says to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 10: 13-16) to gradually work toward 
Rome, establishing ecclesias and fields of activity on the way. 

We know, too, of course, that he was guided by the Spirit, 
both directly and indirectly, as to where to carry the Gospel. He 
had recently spent three years in Ephesus, as headquarters for 
evangelizing Asia Minor-first detained there by the tremendous 
opportunities and also by the opposition the Truth was receiv
ing; and then he was suddenly driven away from Ephesus by 
the great uproar and agitation created under the leadership of 
Demetrius the silversmith. 

So we see Paul's life was guided and laid out for him by the 
Spirit, often with great danger and violence and abruptness, 
and often in ways we would think strange, such as long periods 
in prison when he just ached and agonized to be out preaching 
the Gospel. But the enforced confinement, though a physical 
hardship, would be an opportunity for study and meditation, 
and for writing many needed letters of comfort and instruction 
that a busy outside active life would have prevented. 

Certainly Paul never wasted his time, whether in prison or 
not, nor did he use his hardships and confinement as an excuse 
to neglect the service of his Lord, for he writes from prison (Phil. 
1:12-14)-

"The things which happened unto me have fallen out unto 
the furtherance of the Gospel, so that my bonds for Christ are 
manifest in all Caesar's court and in all other places." 

"And many of the brethren of the Lord, waxing confident by 
my bonds, are much more bold to speak the Word without fear." 

Such was the power of a fearless and faithful example. 
''I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
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of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth" (Rom. 1:16). 
First of all, this is an important verse as to the vital necessity 

for salvation of believing the One True Gospel of the Kingdom. But 
why does Paul say, writing to brethren, that he was not ashamed 
ofit? Why should there be any thought that he might be? 

The Gospel is a simple, "unlearned," unworldly thing. It re
quires simple, unworldly people to believe it and value it. The 
Gospel, in its simple beauty was providentially unearthed for 
our benefit in these last days by the labors of brethren Thomas 
and Roberts. 

There were those in Paul's day, and have been ever since, 
who-enamored of worldly learning-were not satisfied with the 
simple teaching of the Gospel. They were, in effect, ashamed ofit. 
It did not appeal to the worldly wise, or the speculative-minded. 
They desired greater scope for worldly learning and philosophy 
and theory. 

Why is the Gospel the "power of God unto salvation?-
''For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith 

to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith" (1: 1 7). 
To Paul, this is a key Old Testament passage: "The just 

shall live by faith." In these early chapters of Romans, Paul is 
establishing the truth of salvation by faith, as against salvation 
by works. He is contrasting a gracious gift of eternal life with 
legally earned life. 

But he is certainly not contrasting faith with righteousness 
or with obedience or with holiness. Rather he is establishing 
faith as the only gateway to, and power of righteousness

'Therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith." 
Instead of-
"The just (or righteous) shall live by faith." 

-the Diaglott and some other versions have it more clearly
"The righteous by faith, shall live." 
That is to say-
"He who becomes righteous through faith, shall live." 
Faith is not an end in itself, but a means to an end, a power 

to accomplish an end: ''Faith without works is dead." Faith, if it 
does not lead to works, produce works, is dead. Faith is never 
a substitute for holiness. To the Hebrews, in very direct and 
decisive exhortation, Paul says plainly (12:14)-

''WJTHOUT HOLINESS SHALL NO MAN SEE GOD." 
And the context clearly shows that he is not giving a sooth

ing assurance of something that will flutter down from heaven 
upon us at the last day. Rather he is solemnly warning us of 
something that must be accomplished by the mighty power of 
faith and love right now. Ifwe hope for salvation, we had better 
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give far more attention to this matter of holiness, and what it 
involves of transformation of our lives, than most-in or out of 
the Truth-appear willing to give. Surely this is very clear from 
the next verse in Romans-

"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against ALL 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men" (1:18). 

We should note the "all," for it is essential to Paul's line of 
reasoning. In reading the stomach -turning description of natural 
human corruption that follows, we are apt to be put off the track 
by its very vileness. Paul gives as examples some of the worst 
forms of unrighteousness, but he is speaking of all unrighteous
ness, large and small. Often the only difference between big sins 
and little ones is that the little ones take less courage, and are 
more cowardly and despicable. This is not to belittle serious sins, 
but to illustrate the deadly seriousness of what we may consider 
"minor" sins. It is fatal to belittle any sin, however "small." If we 
can deliberately choose to sin-deliberately, knowingly choose 
to do anything displeasing to God and contrary to His law of 
holiness, then it does not matter how small or big it is, as it is 
always deadly, because the heart is wrong. Any heart that can 
choose to displease God in order to please the flesh is still dead 
in sin; it has not been reborn and transformed to the way oflife 
and love-

''Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin . .. he CANNOT 
SIN, because he is born of God" (1 Jn. 3:9). 

Such may repeatedly stumble and fail, but they will be quick 
to cleanse themselves with repentance and tears, and renewed 
efforts to overcome. (To be continued, God willing) 

Shechem 
BY BRO. E. F. HIGHAM, SR 

''And Abram passed through the land of Canaan unto the 
place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh" (Gen. 12:6). 

It was at this place God first appeared unto Abram in the land 
of Canaan. This was the inception of the Land Covenant which 
has become the basis of the Gospel message. The Lord said

"Unto thy Seed will I give this land." 
And in consequence of this glorious promise to the father of the 

faithful, the father of the Seed, we find that he builded an altar 
and sacrificed unto the Lord. Abram in these actions combined 
the basic principles of salvation. 

We find that Abram passed through the land as a stranger 
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and a wanderer, no fixed or permanent dwelling place. He came 
unto the place Sichem, Sychar or Shechem. 

This name Sichem carried the idea of bowing down the shoul
der to carry the burden, and also the thought of rising up early 
in the morning. We find a usage of the first thought in Jacob's 
blessing oflssachar his son (Gen. 49:14-15)-

"Jssachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: 
and he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; 
and bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto 
tribute." 

The original for "shoulder" in v. 15 is shechem. While we are 
strangers and pilgrims, travelling through the land toward the 
promised rest, we are called to the position of servants. Christ 
said-''I am among you as he that doth serve." 

Certainly if we are followers of the Master as we should 
be, we will be servants, willingly bowing down the shoulder 
to serve one another. Paul said (Gal. 6:2, 9)-

"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." 
"Let us not be weary in well doing; for in due season we shall 

reap, if we faint not." 
This is comprehended in our concern for our brethren and 

sisters; our desire to assist wherever possible, not becoming 
weary in well-doing. The principle is typified in the twelve 
men of the tribes of Israel taking a stone upon their shoulders, 
a stone each, out of the midst of Jordan, and setting them up 
as a memorial in Gilgal. In this instance (Josh. 4:5) the word 
rendered "shoulder" is again sichem or shechem. The thought 
is humble and willing service. 

* * * 
The other aspect of the word sichem is that which points to 

the reward of service in a faithful manner unto the end. "Rising 
up early in the morning'' conveys the thought of resurrection. 
It is expressed in language which is taken from nature in a 
beautiful manner. Night speaks of sleep, or the period of trial 
and preparation. Morning is the awakening of all nature to a 
newness of life. The sun rising each day calls men forth to re
newed activity in the service of God. So also the coming of the 
Son of Man is referred to as the morning without clouds, the 
rising of the Sun of Righteousness. This is when all the sons of 
faithful Abraham will, after having served in righteousness, be 
awakened to the glorious reality of the Kingdom Age. All these 
thoughts are, by the Spirit, concealed in the expression-

"Abram came to a place called Sichem." 
The words, "Unto thy seed will I give this land," are an exten

sion of the same glorious hope, when the service is transposed 
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from probation to glorious exaltation in the Age to Come. Here 
again we see that service does not end with the change of nature. 
It is an extension of service, but on a vastly higher plane. The 
words of the prophet Isaiah (9:6), well-known to us all, teach 
this-

"Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the gov
ernment shall be upon his shoulder." 

Once more the original word for shoulder is sichem. It 
combines the thought that through the faithful service of the 
Master he shall have the government of the Kingdom Age at his 
command, upon the throne of David to order it, and establish it, 
with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. 

Isaiah continues this theme in ch. 22:22-
"The key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; 

so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and 
none shall open." 

"Shoulder" once more comes from sichem in the Hebrew 
original. The reward herein expressed also applies to all those 
who pattern their lives after their Master-

''Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection 
... they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years" (Rev. 20:6). 

This condition is predicated upon the mercy and forbearance 
of God. It can never be brought about by the unaided efforts 
of man. 

* * * 
Once again we see the Spirit of God concealing the treasures 

of wisdom and knowledge in the narrative-''.A.bram came unto 
the plain of Moreh" (Gen. 12:6). And it immediately follows 
that-"The Canaanite was then in the land"(v. 6). The Canaan
ite is a type of the Seed of the Serpent and stands for all who 
oppose the purpose of God, being descended from Ham, the son 
of Noah. This is the first mention of these people who stood in 
the way of the possession of the Promised land. The name Ca
naanite means "to vanquish, to humble, to subdue"-a fitting 
name for the works of the flesh which these people practiced, 
and for which they were dispossessed under Joshua. 

The fact that Abraham did not remain at Sichem appears to 
bear out the thought that the Canaanite immediately objected 
to his presence. Therefore we see the force of the promise which 
came at this place-"Unto thy Seed will I give this land." 

Such assurance would be needful to this man of faith, who 
had travelled approximately 1,000 miles from his native land 
in obedience to the Divine command, a command to become 
a stranger and wanderer in a land that was not his, with no 
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fixed habitation, dwelling in tents-in summer heat and winter 
cold-for 100 long years, in the patience and obedience of faith. 

The assurance of Divine direction becomes all the more clear 
in the meanings attributed to the words, "plain ofMoreh." "Plain" 
in this place comes from the Hebrew, elyon or ayil meaning 
"strength, or mighty." Moreh means "teacher." Thus we see that 
the possession of the land was not to come by force of arms nor 
the arm of the flesh, but through the preaching of the Truth 
and ultimately by the power of God. The real Canaanite to be 
overcome is the flesh, the body of sin in each one ofus. We must 
bring our bodies into subjection to serve the true and living God. 

* * * 
That Abraham comprehended this fact is shown by his moving 

on to Bethel, "the House of God," which at that time was called Luz. 
The Divine characteristic was afterwards illustrated in his willingly 
permitting Lot to choose which portion of the land he desired. This 
teaching is later set forth by what Christ told his disciples-

''When they persecute you in one city, flee ye to the next." 
Our lives must be built entirely upon the principle of subjec

tion and of living at peace with all men, as far as is within our 
power. Paul exhorts us similarly-

''For Christ sent me . . . to preach the Gospel: not with the 
wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of 
none effect. For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved (are being saved-RV) 
it is the power of God. 

''For we preach Christ crucified ... unto them that are called 
... Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

''But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption; 
that according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in 
theLord"(l Cor.1:17-31). 

We meet week by week to remember the grace of God in 
calling us from the darkness of surrounding Babylon to the 
Word of His teaching; we being called to the plain (or strength) 
of Moreh to have faith in God. Let us follow then in the steps of 
Abraham, the father of the Faithful. 

This place in the central part of the land of Palestine, 
seemed to act as the gateway to the promise. 190 years later 
we again find a pilgrim entering the land from Haran and 
coming to this place first, at the command of God-

''And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return to the land of thy 
fathers, and to thy kindred, and I will be with thee." 

Thus in Gen. 33:18 we read-
''And Jacob came to Shalem, a city (suburb) of Shechem (or 
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Sichem) which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from 
Padan-Aram; and pitched his tent before the city." 

It was there that he bought a piece of land, where he placed 
his tent. It was a move in the wrong direction, for he had yet to 
learn that as long as we remain in the flesh, the land of Canaan, 
we have no continuing city. He was soon to learn that association 
with the world is incompatible with a godly life. 

''He pitched his tent BEFORE THE CITY." 
The Mighty Teacher or Instructor now works in his life, as 

He does in the lives of all His servants, bringing about circum
stances which are designed to develop characters in conformity 
with His holiness. Dinah, Jacob's daughter, went out "to see 
the daughters of the land" (Gen. 34:1)-which incident brought 
about the force of circumstances which caused Jacob to become 
a wanderer again. The Divine protection is shown in the events 
recorded, for we see that the inhabitants of Shechem would have 
swallowed up Jacob and his family, saying among themselves-

"These men are peaceable with us; therefore let them dwell 
in the land, and trade therein; for the land, behold, it is large 
enough for them. 

"Shall not their cattle and their substance and every beast of 
theirs be ours?" (Gen. 34:21-23). 

We find then the Divine command to move (Gen. 35:1)
''.Arise, go to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar 

unto God." 
Before going on to the "House of God" we find a necessary 

cleansing or putting away of sin from amongst the house of 
Jacob, a putting off of the flesh in type. For Jacob said unto his 
household and all that were with him (Gen. 35:2-3)-

"Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, 
and change your garments, and let us arise and go up to Bethel." 

This is a striking expression at such a time, but important 
in that it shows the understanding of Jacob of the things of the 
Truth, the fundamental separation and cleansing of all those 
who approach unto the house of the Lord. Coming as it does at 
Shechem, it speaks of this place as a separation point between 
the World and the Truth, a place of the cutting off of the flesh, of 
the works of sin, before we can acceptably approach unto God. 
The national regathering of God's people is couched in almost 
identical language (Eze. 36:25-26)-

"Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I 
cleanse you. 

''.And I will put My spirit within you to walk in My statutes, 
and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them." 
416 Berean 2019 



Paul makes the application on a much higher plane, showing 
that our bodies are the Temple of the living God-the "House of 
God"-Bethel. He tells us to-Come out from the unbelievers, 
and touch not the unclean thing, and I will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 
And then, as in the case of Jacob, he exhorts (2 Cor. 7:1)-

"Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." 

The necessity for a change of raiment is shown in the highest 
sense, even in the case of Christ. Zechariah the prophet shows 
the high priest Joshua "clothed with filthy garments." The angel 
in the vision shows that a change is necessary-

"Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto Joshua 
he said, Behold I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, 
and I will clothe thee with change of raiment" (Zech. 3:3-4). 

These events, referring to Joshua or Jesus the Savior, have 
reference to the removal of the condemned Adamic nature, the 
Savior having done no iniquity, neither was guile found in his 
mouth. The application is also to all those who come unto God 
through the Savior, who are to have their iniquities covered 
with the garments of salvation attained by the antitypical high 
priest "Joshua," or Jesus. 

Thus we see the remarkable significance of these words of 
Jacob, as he returns to the land of his fathers. He went out 
empty and alone. He now returns full by the blessing of the 
Lord. With him came all his numerous family together with all 
their servants and helpers. To them, then, as they come to the 
land of promise as Gentiles into the Covenant, they are now 
commanded to put their idols away and prepare their hearts to 
seek the Lord. (To be continued, God willing) 

Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
To be continued next month, God willing 

The Coming Of Christ And Its Results 
REPRINTED FROM 2007 

CHRIST COMES UNDER THE SIXTH VIAL 
The coming of Christ is under the Sixth Vial (see Rev. 16:15) 

and it is between the first and second parts of the vial. Under 
the first part there is a "preparation" for the gathering of the 
nations to Armageddon: then there is the thief-like coming: 
then there is the gathering to Armageddon, the locality of 
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which is made certain by Ezekiel 38 and Joel 3. 
Christ's coming is between the preparation for the gathering, 

and the gathering itself; and after the gathering and overthrow 
of the armies occurs the final judgment of Babylon. 

The preparation is the drying of Euphrates and the activity 
of the frogs. These have been the conspicuous features of the 
situation for many years. That is why we entertain the expecta
tion of the coming of Christ at any time.-Apocalyptic Lectures 
CHRIST'S WORK UNDER THE SIXTH VIAL 

Christ comes in the time of the Vial which now exists. We 
don't know how soon he may be here. The times are all run out, 
except the long period of 2,520 years, the symbolic times of the 
Babylonian tree-the kingdom of men. All the rest of the times 
have expired, and ANEW SERIES OF EVENTS has commenced 
which will comprehend the Advent. 

Whether he may be here next month or next year, or how long 
it may be, we know not. This we know, that a series of events has 
begun which will bring him here. 

Part of that series is the preparation of a people for the Lord. 
This work is going on throughout England, and has been going 
on throughout America. The work will go on more and more, 
and while we are endeavoring to enlighten the people, Christ 
will come. 

When he comes he will not send to the Roman Catholics, nor 
to the Church of England, nor to the Church of Ireland, nor to 
any of the dissenting denominations. He will come to the humble 
class of people who believe the Truth and have obeyed it, and 
are not afraid to maintain it. If there are only 20 of them, he will 
come to them. He won't come to the mass of ignoramuses who are 
headed by the clergy and ministers of the day.-Book Unsealed 
SIGN OF THE SIXTH VIAL 

From the whole (of the events), then, there can be no doubt 
in the mind of a true believer. He discerns the sign given under 
the Sixth Vial as manifestly, and believes as assuredly that the 
Lord is at hand, as they who observed the setting in Syrian 
splendour knew that the coming day would be glorious. 

Be not deceived then, by the siren-voices of the peace proph
ets. Ere long the last and most terrible of wars will break out. 
The Beast and the False Prophet will be plagued and the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night. Let this conviction work out 
its intended results. 

The blessing is not simply to him that watcheth; but to him 
that "watcheth and keepeth his garments" (Rev. 16:15). Simply 
to believe the Lord is near, and to be able to discern the signs 
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of the times, will not entitle a man to the blessing. He must
"buy gold tried in the fire, and white raiment, that he may be 

clothed, and that the shame of his nakedness do not appear; and 
anoint his eyes with eye-salve, that he may see" (Rev. 3:18). 

In other words, he must, believe "the things concerning the 
Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jesus Christ"(Acts 8:12); and 
follow the example of the Samaritans and be baptized into the 
name of the Holy Ones; and thenceforth perfect his faith by his 
works, as Abraham did.-Elpis Israel 
BEHOLD I COME AS A THIEF 

Christ says, "Behold I come as a thief." That is, he comes as 
a thief when he is bent on stealing. A thief not only comes unex
pectedly, but he gets into the house with secrecy. John, indeed, 
says-

"He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him, even those 
(kai hoitines) who pierced him; and all the tribes of the land shall 
mourn in his presence (ep'hauton)" (Rev. 1:7). 

This, however, is affirmed of his appearance in Israel, when 
he shall make himself known to his brethren after the type of 
Joseph (Zech. 12:10-14)-

''And I will pour upon the House of David, and upon the inhab
itants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and 
they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in 
bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 

''In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as 
the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 

''And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of 
the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the 
house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; 

"The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; 
the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; 

''All the families that remain, every family apart and their 
wives apart." 

The 185,000 Assyrians in the reign of Hezekiah felt the 
vengeance of the destroyer, but they saw him not; so I believe it 
will be at the battle of Armageddon, the kings and their armies 
will be overcome with dreadful slaughter, but they will not see 
the Avenger's person ... 

Israel and the Saints of the Holy City will see the Lord; but 
not the nations at large. The divine majesty is not prodigal of its 
manifestations. Men in the flesh, therefore, will, I apprehend, 
believe in the presence of the Lord on earth as its Imperial and 
Pontifical Ruler, as nations now believe in the existence and sov
ereignty of the Autocrat, the Sultan, the Emperor, or the Pope, 
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of whom they have heard by the report of others, but whom they 
have not seen, and perhaps may never behold.-Elpis Israel 
THE RESURRECTION UNDER THE SIXTH VIAL 

Christ comes under the Sixth Vial. He raises the dead under 
the Sixth Vial. Through angelic messengers that come with him, 
he gathers together his elect from the four winds of heaven. He 
sifts out, from the company thus convened in his presence, those 
whom he considers worthless, and exiles them into punishment 
prepared for the wicked; to the others, he says-

"Come ye blessed of my Father; inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world." 

When he has made this separation of the good from the bad-of 
the pure from the vile-he gives judgment into the hands of those 
whom he associates with himself. Daniel says-

''! beheld, and the time came that judgment was given to the 
saints of the Most High." 

When judgment is given to the saints, they go forth to war 
against the world, as you may learn from the nineteenth chapter 
of the Apocalypse. This is called the war of the great day of God 
Almighty. 

There are two parties to that war-first, Christ and the saints, 
and the Jews as their rank and file; and second, the powers that 
be, with their millions of armed men on the other. -Book Unsealed 
THE SIXTHVIALANDARMAGEDDON 

If the reader will examine the passage (Rev. 16:13-16), he 
will find that there is a break in the prophecy. That is to say, 
the subject of the spirits of demons gathering the kings of the 
whole habitable to war, is suddenly and entirely dropped; and 
an altogether different subject is introduced. 

This new topic is nothing less than the appearance of Him 
who sent and signified the contents of the Apocalypse to his 
servant John. 

''Behold': says he, "I COME AS A THIEF. Blessed is he that 
watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they 
see his shame" (Rev. 16:15). 

Then, in the next verse, the former subject is revived, and 
it is revealed that the angel of the Sixth Vial gathers the kings 
and their armies into the battlefield of Armageddon; where, as 
we learn from the testimony, they encounter the Lamb, upon 
whom they make war, without knowing, probably, that He is the 
Commander of the Forces with which they are contending (Rev. 
17:14; 19:20, 21).-Elpis Israel 
GOD'S PURPOSE 

Events have demonstrated that a fixed and predetermined 
purpose is in process of development, unknown indeed, to "the 
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Powers that be," but known to God, revealed in His Word, and 
guided by His Hand. 

That purpose is, the gathering together of the hosts of the na
tion against Jerusalem to war; that the Eternal Spirit, by Jesus, 
the King of kings, may smite them upon the mountains of Israel; 
and in concert with the resurrected and living saints at the head 
of the armies of Israel, re-establish the Throne and Kingdom of 
David, and subjugate all other kingdoms to the New Power in 
the earth. 

If the reader desire to assure himself of the verity of this 
purpose, he may consult the testimonies-Isa. 14:24-27; 27:1-6; 
Joel 3:1-2, 9-17; Micah 5:1-6; Zech. 12:1-9; 14:1-11; Dan. 11:40-45; 
12:1-2; Rev. 19:11-16; 17:14; 11:15-17; 2:26-27; Acts 15:16: Amos 
9:11-15; Isa. 9:6-7; Lk. 1:31-33; and so forth.-Herald, 1859 
BLESSED IS HE THAT WATCHETH 

From a review of all that is at work among the Powers, we 
may truly say that no times are more interesting and important 
than these. The political situation is that of the "Three Unclean 
Spirits Like Frogs"which are "working miracles"in the political 
world of the old prophetic arena of the divine purpose. 

No ordinary events are about to come to pass; and whatever 
comes will be promotive of that grand revolution in human affairs 
by which the kingdom of the clergy shall be disrupted, and the 
civil power that sustains it in all countries, utterly destroyed. 

When ye see these things predicted in Rev. 16:12, 14, as ye 
may, for they are characteristic of the times, look up, and lift up 
your heads; for in verse 15 of Rev. 16, the Spirit saith

''Behold I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth and 
keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame." 

Reader, in view of the warning, have you on these garments," 
are you "keeping," them unspotted by the world; or are you 
"walking naked?"-Herald, 1859 
THE SEVENTH VIAL 

''.A.nd there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings; and 
there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon 
the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great" (Rev. 16:18). 

This indicates the period of appalling revolution that sets 
in with the apparition of a new, and unknown, and mysterious 
power in the world of politics and the affairs of the nations. 

It is the time we have already looked at in connection with the 
movements of the 144,000, after their enthronement on Mount 
Zion-the time of trouble spoken ofby all the prophets-a time of 
war, and disaster and judgment directly inflicted with the result 
of breaking the pride and the power of man, and the clearing the 
way for the universal establishment of the Kingdom of God. 
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This is not an immediate result. It takes time. The Little Stone 
gradually becomes a mountain, which fills the whole earth ... 

Rulers everywhere, great and small, abandon their power 
in terror of the presence of the world's Conqueror. Destroying 
judgments-(represented by the heavy hail)-ministered by 
the Saints (represented by the talent-weights), destroy those 
who destroy the earth; and while filling the earth for a while 
with great wrath and woe, these judgments, like the cleansing 
storm, will clear the way for the sunshine of the glorious day 
that will dawn in fulfilment of the purpose declared in ages 
past.-Apocalyptic Lectures 
GOD'S JUDGMENTS 

In one remarkable passage Jeremiah speaks of judgments 
which-however they may have been foreshadowed by events 
which are now past-are manifestly universal and, in the full 
sense of the passage, are manifestly future--

''! will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, 
saith Yahweh of hosts. Therefore prophesy thou against them 
all these words, and say unto them, Yahweh shall roar from on 
high, and utter His voice from His holy habitation ... He shall give 
a shout against ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH: He 
will plead with ALL FLESH: He will give them that are wicked 
to the sword." 

"Thus saith Yahweh of Hosts, Behold, evil shall go from na
tion to nation ... the slain of Yahweh shall be at that day from 
one end of the earth even unto the other end" (J er. 25:29-33). 

Dear reader, this is a different vision of futurity from that 
which is before most men's minds. But THIS is what is really 
coming-

''Behold, the whirlwind of Yahweh goeth forth with fury; a 
continuing whirlwind: it shall fall with pain on the head of the 
wicked." 

"The fierce anger of Yahweh shall not return until He have 
done it, and until He have performed the intents of His heart." 

''IN THE LATTER DAYS YE SHALL CONSIDER IT" (Jer. 
30:23, 24). 

Observe these last words. ''In the LATTER DAYS ye shall 
consider it." 

Whatever the FORESHADOWINGS there may have been 
of this terrible intervention of the power of Yahweh Elohim in 
judgment, the FACT itself has its accomplishment "in the latter 
days." 

Many a cup may have passed from one king to another, and 
from one nation to another: but never yet THIS cup which is to 
pass around to ALL, and of which none may refuse to drink. 
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Would indeed that even now, in these "latter days," men might 
be warned, and led to consider these solemn and impending 
visitations of God's wrath!-Eureka III 
BE NOT DISCOURAGED 

Read Isaiah 55: 10, 11 where Jehovah says-"My word ... shall 
not return unto me void, but IT SHALL ACCOMPLISH THAT 
WHICH I PLEASE, and it shall prosper in the thing whereunto 
I sent it." What hath He pleased, and what hath He sent His 
word to do? 

'To take out of the Gentiles a people for His name"(Acts 15: 14). 
He is going to set up a Kingdom which is to rule over all the 

earth and sea; and He requires a people sufficiently numerous 
to administer its affairs to His praise, honour and glory. 

This being His purpose, He does not need as great a multi
tude as is generally supposed when men entangle themselves 
in speculations about the number of the saved. 

"Many are called, "says the King, "but few are chosen;""Strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it;" "Many will seek to enter in, and shall 
not be able" (Matt. 7:14; 20:16; Luke 13:23). These are not our 
words; but they are his who spake the words of God. 

Jehovah then requires a chosen few for His Kingdom-"a 
chosen generation': "from the beginning chosen of God to salva
tion through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the Truth," 
called thereunto by Paul's gospel "unto obedience and sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ,": "to the obtaining of his glory" (1 
Pet. 2:9; 2 Thess. 2:13, 14; 1 Pet. 1:2). 

John saw this company, this "little flock," as Jesus styles 
them in Luke 12:32, to whom the Father will give the King
dom; John, we say, saw them in military panoply and array, 
surrounding their Generalissimo in his wars upon the kings 
of the earth; and he says they were "called, and chosen, and 
faithful" (Rev. 17:14). 

But though relatively few, they are absolutely "a great 
multitude which no man can number" (Rev. 7:9). They are 
few compared with all the human race that ever fretted and 
stewed out their brief existence on the earth. A few taken 
out of each of the generations of the Old Man of the flesh; a 
few out of Enoch's generation, and a few out of Noah's, and 
a few out of Moses', and so on; until these parcels of the few, 
separated from the solid mass during 6,000 years, being 
gathered into ONE GLORIOUS COMPANY OF ANCIENTS, 
become absolutely a great multitude, and numerous enough 
to establish the will of God upon earth, and to cause it to be 
respected for a thousand years.-Faith in the Last Days 
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THE COMING CRISIS AND ITS RESULTS 
There are three very distinct spheres on which the judgments 

will fall, when the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the in
habitants of the earth for their iniquity-Israel, the Nations, and 
professing Christendom. These will, indeed, be all united in the 
final climax of evil, and so judgment will come upon the whole. 

Still, as their responsibilities, and the dealings of God with 
them, have been and are so very distinct, each demands distinct 
consideration. 

And if we are to understand why judgment comes upon Israel 
we must know what Israel's calling and testimony is, and how it 
has failed therein. If we are to discern the grounds of God's right
eous judgment upon the Gentile nations, we must be acquainted 
with His past and present dealings with them, and their conduct 
under their special responsibilities. 

So also, to understand the guilt of professing Christendom, 
and what it is that brings judgment on the nations which are so 
designated, we must know what the calling of the true church 
is, what is its testimony, and in what respects Christendom, 
while assuming the place and owning the responsibilities of the 
church, has acted contrary thereto. These are solemn subjects 
of inquiry. May our hearts be prepared for them. Much that is 
brighter remains beyond.-Faith in the last Days 
DR. THOMAS ADDRESSES HIS READERS 

The time is short, and the days are few and evil. A voice has 
resounded through the world, calling your attention to the fact 
that the dispensation of the times under which we Gentiles live 
in are fulfilled. 

Whether it be consummated immediately, or within the 
lifetime, at most, of the generation now existing, is a question 
which at present we intend neither to discuss nor determine; 
but from the events which we see transpiring in relation to the 
ecclesiastical and secular affairs of men, collated with the things 
noted in the Scriptures of truth, we are satisfied that the time 
which remains is brief, and that our eternal well-being demands 
that we not only believe that he will come, but THAT WE WILL 
PREPARE TO MEET THE LORD.-Faith in the Last Days 

Consider The Lilies 
BY BRO. C. H. THOMPSON 

"Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, nei
ther do they spin: and yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these" (Matt. 6:28-29). 
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What a contrast we have here: the lilies of the field and king 
Solomon. Why did Jesus link these two together? We know that 
God gave Solomon wisdom above all men, and he was very rich 
in worldly goods. He was by far the wealthiest man of his day. 

We are told that the Queen of Sheba came from afar to see if 
the things she had heard were true. She was amazed, not only 
at the wisdom of Solomon: she was overwhelmed by all that she 
saw-the gold, silver, spices and precious stones. She had never 
seen such magnificence. When she had seen all these things, there 
was no spirit left in her. 

Solomon must have been very conscious ofhis wealth as he moved 
around in such a setting of gold, silver and all things precious. 

What could have been the thoughts of the lowly Master, as he 
read about such a display of outward magnificence! 

We can form some idea from the words of Jesus. Solomon's 
glory was not to be compared to the enchanting loveliness of the 
lilies that grew all around him. All the splendor of kings, all the 
pomp of princes, were empty and vain compared to the sublime 
beauty of the lily. 

When we look at a lovely flower, we realize how true were the 
words of the Master. 

Jesus by his words calls us to consider the elemental things 
of life, that we may grasp and comprehend eternal values, and 
may rejoice that God deemed us worthy to give heed to the things 
pertaining to Jesus Christ: to understand and to love the simple 
beauties of the things God has created. 

They teach us of our need for the Word of Truth, their beauty 
and their goodness are for our meditation, lest we be carried away 
by the vain pomp and show of the world. It is a healing balm, 
and very helpful for us to consider the lilies and how they grow. 
Otherwise we may get wrapped up in the vain and glittering 
things produced by the inventive mind of man, and may forget 
the miracles of nature's growth. 

But why consider the lily? 
For the same reason that we consider the beauty of any lovely 

thing that God has created. Why do we so often gaze at the western 
sky, as the sun slowly sinks to rest, and we revel in the beautiful 
colors that change with each passing moment! 

Why do we admire the beauty of the delicate butterfly's 
wings as it flits from one flower to another? Why do we gaze in 
wonder, both Spring and Autumn, and express our admiration 
of the shrubs and trees as they take on their Springtime and 
Autumn glory? Because we know all these things were created 
by a beneficent Father; in them we see truth and beauty that 
all the world cannot match in human art. 

Was not Jesus rebuking all the hurry, the impatience and lack 
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of faith when he spoke of the lilies?-showing us how we must 
learn to grow-quietly putting on beauty of character to reflect 
the glory of God. Not by an external show that may be seen of 
men, but trying to show forth in our lives that quiet beauty that 
is the expression of what lies hidden in the heart. This is how 
the lilies grow: the outward loveliness is but the expression of 
the health and soundness of the roots. 

Purity in mind and heart is far more important than the 
outward things that can be seen. Did Solomon's fleshly and 
idolatrous heart match the beauty of his gold and silver and all 
his gorgeous appointments? 

The lilies turn their faces to the sun for the source of their 
beauty and loveliness. It is good that we ever turn to the Sun of 
righteousness, that we might absorb his glorious truth, which 
is the power of God unto salvation. 

The glory of Solomon turned to ashes, but the glory of the 
lilies has continued through the centuries. It may wither, with 
the cold or drought, but the root remains, and as the seasons 
come and go, its simple loveliness will be re-created. 

Jesus saw the glory of the Father in the flowers that bloomed 
in the field, and on the side of the Judean hills: millions of tiny 
flowers, each contributing to the elegance and fragrance of the 
heavenly scene. 

In a sense each of us is like those fragile flowers: we come 
and go quickly, yet during our fleeting time on earth, it is our 
privilege to help in radiating the divine sweetness and freshness 
to a world that is ever in need of it. How little we realize the 
important part we can play! What each of us may do may seem 
insignificant, as that of the individual flower; but what we do or 
fail to do may have far-reaching effects, both now and for eternity. 
Let us never forget the words of the master-

"Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow." 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 432) 

We had intended this month resuming Dr. Thomas' article on 
theAbrahamic Covenant and its mystery. Circumstances inter
fere with the fulfilment of this intention, and also with the ap
pearance of Chapter 3 of the Life of Christ. These circumstances 
have become known to our readers since our last issue. An issue 
has been raised in a very unexpected manner, as to whether 
the Scriptures are wholly or partially inspired-involving the 
further problem whether, if they are only partially inspired, 
they are of any real value to us at all as a guide to eternal life. 
The circumstances are painful and the issue exciting, and both 
are such as most of us would have excluded from the category 
of possibilities. 
But God rules in the ecclesias as well as in the kingdoms of men, 
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and in His providence, He has arrested the startled attention 
of the whole brotherhood to a subject, the full apprehension of 
which may be necessary for the development of the right type 
of saintship in an unbelieving age like ours. 

In this magazine for December, 1884, there were a total of 26 pages presented 
on the subject. Many facets of "ls the Bible the Work of Inspiration?" were 
covered under the following headings: "Christ's Estimate of the Old Testa
ment;" "What the Apostles Thought"; "Why the Old Testament is the Word 
of God"; "Inspiration of the Old Testament a Necessity"; "In What Way Did 
Inspiration Act?"; "Apparent Discrepancies"; "The Human-Element Theory, 
and Where it Leads to"; "The New Testament in Danger Also"; The Bible's 
Enemies and Friends"; "The New Crisis." 
Over the 26 pages, the above subjects were considered. On each of these 
we quote from the pen of bro. Roberts, who stood in the fore of the battle. 

"CHRIST'S ESTIMATE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT'' 
In what estimate did Christ hold the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament? He speaks of "the Scriptures," "Moses and the 
prophets," "the Word of God," "the things that are written," etc. 
But, whatever be found the form of allusion, he never speaks 
of them without recognizing their divine authority, expressly 
or by obvious inference. 
1. He makes the fact of a thing being written in the Scriptures 
always a sufficient reason for its reception as divine. 
2. His statement concerning the writings of Moses and the 
prophets, are all of a character that recognize them as divine. 
3. Jesus constantly evinced a reverence for the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament, and an anxiety that men should understand 
them which cannot be understood unless he recognized them 
as of divine origin and authority. We may go further and say 
that he referred to them as the source of divine knowledge of 
an authority so great that he plainly said they COULD NOT 
BE BROKEN. 
"WHAT THE APOSTLES THOUGHT'' 
Christ has placed the authority of the Apostles on an equal 
footing with his own in saying: ''It is not ye that speak but the 
Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you." "He that heareth 
you, heareth me. "Their teaching on the subject runs in exactly 
the same channel as Christ's. The fact of a thing being written 
in the Scriptures was with them an end of all doubt. Further, 
the apostles speak of"the Scriptures"in the same way as Christ 
does-as an unquestionable and divine authority in all things 
which they speak. They do this both in an express manner, and 
in the inferences arising out of the form and purpose of their 
general allusions. 
''WHY THE OLD TESTAMENT IS THE WORD OF GOD" 
What has now to be considered is the principle upon which 
documents written by men, with willing and witting mind on 
their part, and in the free exercise of their free intelligence, 
could come to be estimated and described as the Word of God 
and the standard of the Truth. If we take the information in 
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its simplest form, we have it thus from Paul: "ALL SCRIPTURE 
IS GNEN BY INSPIRATION OF GOD"(2 Tim. 3:16). 
"INSPIRATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT A NECESSITY" 
Now, the Spirit of God being actively and visibly present in the 
house of Israel during all the time covered by the authorship 
of the books of the Old Testament, and that activity being 
particularly connected with the men who had to do with their 
production, it follows that what the New Testament declares to 
be the fact, must be the fact, and is reasonable, viz., that they 
are "God-inspired." For it is not supposable that God would 
superintend His spoken word in the midst of Israel, and leave 
unsuperintended that which was reduced to writing which was 
to fulfil a much more extended and lasting purpose than the 
verbal messages delivered in the people's ears. That he has done 
so is manifest from the composition of the books themselves. 
They are not in the style of human books anywhere, either 
as to the selection of topics or the manner of their treatment. 
There is a brevity-a conciseness-a chasteness-a majesty
an unsparingly impartiality-a leaving out of matters of mere 
human interest-a keeping of God forward-that are to be 
found in no writings of men in any country or any age, so far 
as they are known. 
"IN WHAT WAY DID INSPIRATION ACT?" 
As to how the Spirit effected the mentality of the writers in the 
process of writing by inspiration, we need not trouble ourselves 
with it: it is the fact of inspiration that is all-important. 
"APPARENT DISCREPANCIES" 
The reconciliation of apparent discrepancies with this inevitable 
view of the case, is a work of detail. It can be done. Some of 
the difficulties are not difficulties at all, as when the Spirit of 
God in the apostles adopts variations in quoting from the Old 
Testament-Hebrew or Greek (Septuagint). A man quoting his 
own utterances, while preserving the sense, can vary the words, 
without imputation of inaccuracy; because, knowing his own 
meaning, he can adopt any words he chooses in repeating it. So 
the Spirit of God, interpreting and varying its own expressions 
in reproducing them by the apostles, does not expose us to any 
sense of error, when the common-sense bearing of things is 
apprehended. 
"THE HUMAN-ELEMENT AND WHERE IT LEADS TO" 
If only parts of the Bible are inspired, the other parts are the 
word of man-not the Word of God-and therefore not to be 
relied upon as an unmistakable guide in the matters of which 
they treat. Nay, they must even more likely be erring than true. 
How are we invited to discriminate between what is inspired 
and what is not; between the divine element and the human 
(i.e. erring) element? If Bible history is uninspired history, we 
stand upon a very shaky foundation in trusting to the promises 
made unto the fathers. The loosing of the foundation will loosen 
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the whole structure: for the whole scheme of Bible things is 
built on the divinity of God's work with Israel. 
"THE NEW TESTAMENT IN DANGER ALSO" 
Is it quite certain that the result would be limited to the Old 
Testament? If it is to be a rule for the Old Testament that 
inspiration only co-operates in matters ''beyond the power of 
man to discover for himself," it will be difficult to keep it away 
from the New. Why should inspiration guide the apostles in 
the record of matters and not guide the prophets who wrote 
the narratives of the Old Testament? No good reason could 
be shown. 
"THE BIBLE'S ENEMIES AND FRIENDS" 
The new theory may be expressed in the old Unitarian formula 
with which we have been nauseatingly familiar from childhood; 
that "the Bible is not the Word of God, but contains the Word 
of God." We know what this theory has done for them. It has 
eaten out the whole power and marrow of the Word of God, 
and left them starving and dying in the present wilderness of 
human life-theorizing about morals and social improvement, 
but faithless in the Gospel and disobedient of the apostolic 
commandments. 
"THE NEW CRISIS" 
Is the Bible a partly human or a purely divine book? The ques
tion is one for individual decision. It is not one depending on 
votes. It is a question in the decision of which no one must look 
at another. Everyone must act for himself as in the sight of God. 

After these comments on the various aspects, bro. Roberts quoted from 12 
letters received from various parts of the Vineyard. The consensus of the 
brethren was that the Scriptures themselves prove beyond all doubt that 
they are the Word of God. 

* * * 
There is an interesting editorial note on the Christadelphian magazine. 
It stated-

Whatever comes, we shall not consent to the corruption of 
the Word of God to propitiate subscribers. If we cannot float 
without pitching parts of the Bible overboard, we shall choose 
to sink. We shall go to the bottom with the Bible rather than 
sail comfortably over the earth's surface without it. 

* * * 
Under the heading of "Signs of the Times," we find these comments-

The enforced pre-occupation of other matter leaves no room for 
the usual summary under this head. We shall return to it again 
by-and-bye, if the Lord wills. But perhaps the matter that mo
nopolizes space this month IS Signs-of-the-Times-matter. God 
rules in the kingdom of men, putting down one and setting up 
another, as He pleases; but He rules in the ecclesias as well, and 
is stirring us up, it may be, for a necessary object in view of the 
preparation needful for that portion of the body of Christ that 
is to be contemporary with his appearing. ''Blessed are those 
servants whom the Lord at his coming shall find watching." 
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BIRMINGHAM Miscellanies-
We are in a disturbed state through the promulgation of a theory 
which logically destroys the divine character of the Bible as a 
whole. Some matters of theory are innocuous; but this has a 
vital practical bearing. We may hope to get out of the storm in 
due process of time-with some wreckage perhaps, but without 
disaster to the vital constitution of the work which God has 
permitted to revive-nay, even perhaps with some benefit. It is 
apostolically revealed that such experiences "must needs be," 
that those who are approved may be made manifest, and made 
more approved still by a more resolute consecration than ever to 
the word of Truth and the work it works in all who truly believe. 
In this confidence, it behooves all sound-minded lovers of God 
to possess their souls in patience. The wildest storm that ever 
raged came to an end in placid waters. 

* * * 
Again under "Birmingham Miscellaneous" we find this unusual item

Some have been shocked by the report of bro. Roberts having 
been seen on a tricycle. The fact is, he is obeying medical orders. 
Four weeks ago, his doctor commanded him to take an hour's 
exercise every day in this particular form, to keep at bay the 
results of too much intellectual application. It has proved a 
most kindly providence at such a time as this. Without this 
ingredient dropped into the situation at such a time as this, 
the probability is the mental distress of the hour would have 
done for him what it did eleven years ago. As it is, strength 
and health are keeping up wonderfully, with every likelihood 
of being able to ride the gale unhurt in a physical sense. 

* * * 
Editor's "Diary of Sunday Work" 

Nottingham: Oct. 19-Came here the previous evening by rail 
from Birmingham. Before retiring to rest, inspected bro. Sulley's 
Ezekiel temple plans, which are drawn on a scale large enough 
for exhibition on the lecture platform. They will be reduced by 
process of photolithography, and published with explanatory 
pamphlet when that is ready. It has been the work of seven 
years' study (in the intervals of business) to master Ezekiel's 
specifications, and put them together and prove and check 
them in such a way as to make the accuracy of these plans 
demonstrable. 

* * * 
Different Bible Lectures 135 Years Ago 

"A Perfect Government Preparing for the Earth" 
"The Glorious Age, No More War" 
"The Time of the End" 
"Called and Waiting'' 
"Sin, its Success and Destruction" 
"Man, What Is He v. What He Will Be In The Future" 
"The Last Words of Christ" 
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Lord Shall Be Thy Confidence 290 
My Beloved Hath a Vmeyard 164,199 
Numbers Twelve and Thirteen 51 
Perfect Love Casteth Out Fear 254,319 
Pray Without Ceasing 308, 340 
Prayer and Thanksgiving 326 
Second Letter to the Elect 186 
Shall a Child Be Born 335, 370 
Shechem 412 
Signs of the Times in the Last Days 240 
The Coming of Christ & Its Results417 
The Word of Exhortation 378 
They Shall Obtain Gladness and Joy 234 
Third Letter to the Elect 223 
Watch Ye Therefore 269 
What of the Night 347 

SECOND VOYAGE TO AUSTRALIA 
97,45,83,116 

135 YEARS AGO 
36,72, 108,144,180,216,252,288, 
324,360,396,432 

November Answers-Living Things 
1. Red heifer 
2. Deaf adder 
3. No king-Locusts 
4. Fallow deer 
5. Am I a dog? 
6. Wise as serpents 
7. 2000 died-Swine 
8. Evening wolves 
9. Two she bears 

10. Mourn as doves 
11. Bulls of Bashan 
12. Go to the ant 
13. Feeble folk-Coneys 
14. Third plague-Lice 
15. To moles & bats 
16. Says, Ha ha!-Horse 
17. Nest on altar-Swallow 
18. Swallow a camel 
19. Strain at a gnat 
20. A court for owls 
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CURRENT EVENTS 
25,62,97, 133,169,206,240,271, 
312,383 

ECCLESIAL NEWS 
Early, Texas 146,362 
Houston, Texas 74 
Whangarei, New Zealand 110 

STUDIES AND THOUGHTS 
Apocalypse Rooted in the Prophets 
3,39,75 
Blessed is He Who Watcheth 363 
Glad Tidings of the Kingdom 111 
Jacob's Prophetic Blessing 327 
Leviathan Hooked 291 
Mystery of the Gospel 147,183 
The Hope of Israel 255 
The Midheaven Proclamation 399 
We Shall Reign on Earth 219 

BIBLE PUZZLES 
Bible Scholarship 360, 395 
Body Parts 180, 215 
Christ 252, 287 
Come 216, 251 
Complete the Pairs 432 
Connect Things with Person 
324,359 
Honour 288, 323 
Living Things, 396, 431 
Name Person or Thing 72, 107 
One 108,143 
Ready 36, 71 
Received35 
Zion 144,179 

21. Notable horn-Goat 
22. To moles & bats 
23. Five golden mice 
24. Spread abroad-Quails 
25. Not muzzle ox 
26. Thou worm Jacob 
27. Goodly wings-Peacock 
28. Lamb on Mt. Sion 
29. Change spots?-Leopard 
30. Spoil the vines-Foxes 
31. Badger skins dyed red 
32. Torment of a scorpion 
33. Lion in the streets 
34. Grasshopper be burden 
35. Locks black as raven 
36. Spider hold with hands 
37. Two for farthing-Sparrows 
38. Am not I thine ass? 
39. Play on hole of asp 
40. Viper fastened on hand 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Christadelphian, Decembei; 1884 

As noted last month, the question of the "Inspiration of the Scriptures" 
was forced upon the brotherhood by the writings of bro. Ashcroft, in his 
magazine entitled the Exegetist. Bro. Roberts, as mentioned later by other 
writers, rose to the occasion in defense of the Scriptures of Truth. Through 
his efforts as Editor of the Christadelphian, as well as the efforts of other 
brethren of that day, the issue was placed before the brotherhood in the 
pages of the magazine. Article after article was penned and printed on this 
subject. This material was designed to show the soundness of the original 
Christadelphian position. Beyond all doubt to the believer, the Scriptures 
were proven to be the inspired Word of God, without error, except through 
transcription or translation. In the opening article, bro. Roberts stated under 
the heading of "Circumstances Interfere," the following words-

BIBLE PUZZLE-Complete The Pairs 
1. Ox 
2. Pot 
3. Sea 
4 . Red 
5. New 
6. Vile 
7. Pale 
8. Idle 
9. Sour 

10. Side 
11. Shoe 
12. Stiff 
13. Little 
14. Royal 
15. White 
16. Forty 
17. Sheep 
18. Horse 
19. Rough 
20. Three 
Apparel 
Battle 
Bear 
Bodies 
Calf 
Chambers 
Ears 
Fig tree 
Fold 
Garment 

Generation 
Goad 
Grapes 
Heifer 
Horn 
Horse 
Images 
Latchet 
Leach 
Lucre 

21. False 
22. Upper 
23. Green 
24. Filthy 
25. Silver 
26. Rotten 
27. Mixed 
28. Living 
29. Fatted 
30. Deadly 
31. Nether 
32. Barren 
33. Badger 
34. Chosen 
35. Graven 
36. Modest 
37. Widow's 
38. Hottest 
39. Ranging 
40. Itching 
Millstone 
Mite 
Monsters 
Moon 
Multitude 
Neck 
Pastures 
Poison 
Priesthood 
Rags 

(Continued on page 426) 

Room 
Sherd 
Skins 
Smith 
Stone 
Stripes 
Tales 
Taverns 
Water 
Witnesses 
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