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Epidemic 
BY BRO. R. ROBERTS 

A knowledge of past centuries will indispose intelligence 

to attach any special significance to a visitation which has 

been "common to man" ever since he commenced to asso

ciate in large communities. 

At the same time, we are nearing a crisis in the world's 

history which has never occurred before, and in which 

pestilence and plague form an element in the accumulated 

troubles that distinguish the time of the end above previous 

eras. That for this there would be a providential preparation 

and pre-disposition, it is reasonable to think; and therefore 

that this epidemic may have a mission of this kind may 

prove to be the case. 

The friends of God have no cause for concern. If the 

will of God be so, the plague cannot come nigh them. If 

otherwise, they remember it is written, "The righteous are 

tahen away from the evil to come," and that their removal 

from this scene of trouble is to themselves but a merciful 

abridgment of the interval that separates them from the 

glory of the kingdom. 
(Christadelphian, February, 1890) 
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Studies and Thoughts 
THE LORD'S PASSOVER 

BYBROTHERJOHNTHOMAS 

''I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it new with you 

in my Father's Kingdom"(M.att. 26:29). 
On the tenth day of Abib, the first month of the year, being 

430 from the confirmation of the covenant, the Israelites were 
commanded to put up a lamb for each house, and to kill it upon 
the fourteenth day in the evening. They were to take its blood 
and to sprinkle it upon the doorposts of their houses, and to eat 
its flesh that same night, roast with fire, with unleavened bread, 
and bitter herbs. Nothing of it was to be left till morning. 

They were also to eat it in haste, as if about to hurry off upon 
a journey. The meaning of this was that God was about to destroy 
the first-born of every family in Egypt, which would cause them 
to be thrust out of Egypt with great haste; and that when the 
destroying angel should see the blood on the doorposts, he would 
pass over that house, and not destroy the firstborn there. 

For this cause the lamb was termed the Lord's Passover 
(Ex. 12). Not a bone of it was to be broken. No stranger, for
eigner, hired person, or uncircumcised individual, was to eat 
of it; a servant, however, bought with money of an Israelite, 
provided he were circumcised, was permitted to partake of it. 

But this institution represented more than the facts upon 
which it was founded. It pointed to events of the forty-second 
generation (M.att. 1:17) and present generation of Israel. The 
apostle styles Christ the believer's Passover, who was sacrificed 
for them (1 Cor. 5:7-8), and exhorts them to-

''Keep the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth." 

Jesus was the Lamb of the feast whom God had provided. Not 
a bone of him was broken. His blood was sprinkled, not upon the 
door-posts of houses, but upon the doors of believers' hearts by 
faith in the blood of sprinkling. None can eat his flesh, if they 
would, but those who are circumcised in heart; for to eat of his 
flesh is to digest-and make a part of our mental selves-the 
Truth concerning the Kingdom of God and Jesus Christ. 

This is the spiritual food upon which the believer's spiritual 
existence is sustained.As Jehovah's first-born son was saved by 
the blood of the passover lamb in Egypt; so also is the believer 
in the Kingdom saved by the blood of Christ; so that when the 
day of retribution comes, and the first-born of all nations, "who 
know not God, and obey not the Gospel," are destroyed, the angel 
of death will pass over him, and he shall not be harmed. 
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But while the Passover has this spiritual signification, it also 
represents facts, or events, which will be made manifest in 
connection with Israel at the appearing of their King in glory. 
This is evident from the saying of Christ while partaking of the 
Passover with his apostles, the future sovereigns of the tribes-

''With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before 
I suffer: for I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof until 
it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God." 

''I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the Kingdom of 
God shall come." 

And of his Kingdom he says (Luke 22:15-30)-
''I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 

unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom, 
and sit on thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel." 

From this, then, it is clear, that the Passover was prophetic of 
what is to be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God. Has that Kingdom 
come? Ifit have, as some very erroneously affirm, then Christ has 
eaten another Passover, and has again drunk of wine with his 
apostles; for he said he would do so when the Kingdom had come. 

But no man in his senses will affirm this. Another Passover 
could not be celebrated till a year after: so that Christ could not 
eat of it with his disciples before that. Where is the testimony 
to his eating it with them then? There is none; but much of a 
contrary nature every way. The gracious declaration is-

''I will eat of this Passover, and drink the fruit of the vine, 
with you in the Kingdom of God when it shall be come." 

He did not say, when you shall go to the kingdom beyond the 
skies, but when the Kingdom shall come, which he had taught 
them to pray for. 

It is perfectly ridiculous to talk about the Kingdom having 
come, and of the apostles being on their thrones. To affirm this 
proves ignorance of the Gospel. A pretty sitting upon thrones it 
was, when they were all arraigned at the bar, condemned, im
prisoned, and scourged, for preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom 
in the Name of Jesus! 

What havoc the apostasy has made with the Truth! The Gos
pel preached no such stuff as this. It treats of a Kingdom which 
the God of heaven shall set up in Judea; which shall never be 
removed from thence; in which the whole 12 tribes shall rejoice; 
which the saints of all ages shall possess; and which shall rule 
over all. Its elements at present are all scattered. It is not a 
matter of fact; but a thing of hope; in which only they rejoice 
who believe the promises made of God to the fathers. 

The Passover must be restored before it can be eaten of by 
Christ and of his apostles in the Kingdom of God. This is one of 
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the things to be "re-established at the restitution of all things," 
and the law of its restoration is in the following words-

''ln the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall 
have the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall 
be eaten. 

"And upon that day shall (Messiah) the Prince prepare for 
himself and for all the people of the land a bullock for a sin 
offering"(Eze. 45:21, 22). 

This was spoken by the prophet to Israel of the fourteenth 
generation concerning the observance of the Passover by Israel 
of the generation contemporary with the "restoration of the 
Kingdom again to Israel" when it should be constituted under 
the Prince. 

Moses' Law said all about the observance of the Passover be
fore the Prince appeared; but as Moses ceased to be the lawgiver 
when he came, a New Code is revealed through Ezekiel which 
will become the law of the Kingdom under Shiloh. 

When Ezekiel's Passover is observed at Jerusalem, Christ 
will be there, the apostles also, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all 
the prophets, and many from the four winds of heaven-all of 
them the first-born redeemed from the earth, saved by the sprin
kled blood of the true paschal Lamb of God, and who shall find 
themselves in Canaan as inheritors of its attributes; celebrating 
their own redemption, and the overthrow of all their enemies 
by the Lord Jesus at his revelation in flaming fire, attended by 
the angels of his power. 

The bread and wine of the "Lord's supper" are the remains of 
the Passover, which are to be shared by the circumcised of heart 
and ears, until Christ comes in power and glory. I am informed 
by a Jew that when they eat the Passover they eat no lamb, but 
have a dry bone of one on a dish; and that all who celebrate take 
hold of the lip of the dish, and unitedly offer a petition. This is 
remarkable. 

They have slain the True Lamb, which believers of the Gospel 
feed upon; while only a dry bone remains to them, strikingly 
illustrative of themselves (Eze. 37:11). 

Faith in the Lamb of God supplies the absence of the Lamb 
in the Lord's Supper. The broken bread and poured-out wine 
memorialize his sacrifice for believers; and the testimony

"This do in remembrance of me until I come" 
-keeps alive the hope of his appearing in the Kingdom of God. 

When hope becomes a reality, the supper will give place to 
the Passover; for when Christ is come, the memorial of His 
coming ceases to be prophetic of the event. 
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Christ In The Earth Again Pt. 5 
BY BRO. R. ROBERTS 

THE GLORIFIED LAND OF ISRAEL 
The prophecies quoted in the foregoing chapter clearly dis

close to us the reason why the land promised to Abraham should 
be considered "a heavenly country" in the day of its glory. But it 
was reserved for the vision of Ezekiel to give us those particulars 
that inform and satisfy the mind as to the form and shape of 
things in practical detail. The whole land is theirs, Abraham's 
and Christ's, but there is a method in the inheritance. 

Necessarily prominent are Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, whom 
many-mustering co-heirs from the east and the west and the 
north and the south, shall see (Lk. 13:28). Above all, they "see 
the King in His beauty''-(lsa. 33:17)-the Branch raised unto 
David who shall execute judgment and justice in the land (Jer. 
33:15); for "the Lord (Jesus) shall be King over all the earth: in 
that day, there shall be one Lord and his name One" (Zech. 14:9). 

But these are general aspects. What are the details? There 
must be details in every actual thing. It is only sentimental 
dreams that have no details. The details in this case are supplied. 

First of all, the glorified land of promise is apportioned in 
parallel strips among Abraham's seed after the flesh. No one 
will call this in question who believes the Ezekiel prophecy-

''This is the land (the frontiers and divisions having previously 
been indicated) which ye shall divide by lot unto the tribes of Is
rael for inheritance, and these are their portions, saith the Lord 
God"-(Ezek. 48:29; see whole of chapter; also Ezek. 47:13-23). 

Secondly, a central portion, out of thirteen equal portions into 
which the land is divided, is dedicated wholly to the Lord, as 
"an holy portion of the land," an offering to the Lord, in length 
from east to west as one of the other parts (Ezk. 48:8). 

Thirdly, the middle part of this holy portion of the land is 
cut out, reserved, separated, or sanctified as an oblation to the 
Lord, forming an exact square of 25,000 lengths of the reed that 
was in the hand of Ezekiel's guide, which measured about 11 
feet (Ezk. 48:20; 40:5). Reduced to English measurement, this 
square, speaking approximately, is about 50 miles in length 
each way, and contains about 2,500 square miles. 

Fourthly, this land-offering of 2,500 square miles is divided 
into three sections-two of equal area, and one having an area 
equal to half of either the other two. The first, containing 1,000 
square miles, is reserved for the sanctuary and for residences 
of the Sons of Zadok, "the ministers of the sanctuary that come 
near unto the Lord" (Ezk. 45:3, 4: also 48:10, 11). The second, 
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also containing 1,000 square miles, is reserved for the second 
class of priests, "the Levites that minister to the house" (Ezk. 
45:5; 48:13). The third, containing an area of 500 square miles, 
is assigned to the city (verse 6). The city is a square, and stands 
in the centre of this assigned area, occupying its full extent 
north to south, and measuring nearly ten miles each way (Ezk. 
45:6; 48:15, 30, 35). On each side of the city stands 200 square 
miles (in all, 400 square miles) of assigned area, east and west; 
which is appropriated to market gardens for the supply of the 
city (Ezk. 48:18). 

Fifthly, east and west of the whole square, which contains 
these three several sections, lies an immense tract of country, 
on the same measurement, north and south, as the square, but 
extending to the Mediterranean sea coast on the west, and as 
far east as the covenanted land may reach (the eastern border of 
which is defined as comprehending Damascus, Gilead by Jordan, 
and ending in the east sea-Persian Gulf (Ezek. 47:18). 

The exact size of this territory is not stated, but it must con
tain at least ten thousand square miles, which is allowing for 
its being only four times the extent of the central square, and 
it must be much larger than this. 

The southern border of the whole land is as far south as 
Meribah Kadesh (Ezek. 47:19; Num. 27:14). Now if a line be 
drawn from Meribah Kadesh, which is one journey northwards 
from Ezion Gaber (Num. 33:36)-and it must be a horizontal 
line, for the portions are horizontal east and west, the line will 
strike the head of the Persian Gulf, and answer exactly to "the 
eastern sea" as the southernmost point of the east border. The 
applicability of such a line to the Dead Sea is out of the question. 
Such a boundary would take in vast regions which are now de
sert, but which will then "rejoice and blossom as the rose"-for 
"I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and 
the myrtle and the oil tree: "I will set in the desert the fir tree, 
and the pine and the box tree together" (Isa. 41:19). This would 
give enormous lateral extension to the holy portion of the land, 
and give an area much more likely to be 50,000 than 10,000 
square miles: but call it only 10,000 square miles of Paradise. 

To what purpose is this magnificent domain applied? The 
answer is "the residue (on the one side and on the other of the 
holy oblation) shall be for the PRINCE" (Ezek. 48:21), "MES
SIAH THE PRINCE" (Dan. 9:25). What a splendid matter of 
detail this! It is no speculation. It is a matter of revelation. It 
is what the whole scheme requires. The tribes have their por
tions in the land; the priests of all grades have their portions; 
the city has its portion, and the Son of David, whose name is 
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exalted above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow-shall he have no "portion in the Holy Land when 
he chooses Jerusalem again?" (Zech. 2:12). Shall he be the heir 
of the vineyard and have no possession therein? (Matt. 21:38). 
Shall he sit on the throne of David and have no place in David's 
land? (Isa. 9:6). Shall he be the King over all the earth and have 
no abiding place among his loving subjects? 

The Prince's portion is the answer. A stately realm in the land 
of promise, stretching far enough east to embrace the original 
garden of Eden, whence the first Adam was expelled, is assigned 
to the last Adam, as the palace of his glory on earth, the retreat 
of his loving communion with his Bride, the Lamb's wife. 

This revelation by Ezekiel is a necessary supplement to the 
general declarations of the Lord's proprietorship of the earth, 
for we should not otherwise know the mode of his personal ad
justment to that proprietorship in the day of his glory. The mere 
intimation that God would establish a Kingdom; that Christ 
would be the head of that Kingdom, and that the Kingdom would 
primarily be the ancient Kingdom oflsrael restored, would have 
left the mind in somewhat of a haze as to the personal relation 
Jesus should sustain to such a state of things. There would 
necessarily have been more or less a sense of anomalousness in 
the Lord of Glory taking part in the ways of mortal life. But all 
feelings of this kind are dispelled in the presence of an allotment, 
not only of a holy portion of the land, containing the city and 
sanctuary, but of a portion for the Prince containing over 10,000 
square miles. Such an immense area, laid out in the paradisiac 
beauties of Eden, is a suitable privacy for the once-crucified King 
of all the earth. 

The Serpent And The Rod 
BY BRO. G. V. GROWCOTT 

(Continued) 

In the Age to Come, God will "send the Rod of His strength out 
of Zion." But from beginning to end, Christ is at the heart of the 
Rod symbol, for he was ordained from the world's foundation to 
be its Ruler and Lawgiver. 

When regathered Israel stands in the latter day before the 
Christ-Rock, at the entrance to the land, there is to be no repeti
tion of the smiting-only a humble speaking to the Rock. 

This was one time above all times in his long and eventful 
life-when he stood at the end of the wilderness journey be
fore the Christ-Rock as the representative of a regathered and 
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repentant Israel-that Moses needed to portray self-abasement, 
and humility, and glory to God. 

But by his words and actions he made himself a type of the 
rebels who, says Ezekiel (20:38), will be purged out of Israel in 
the wilderness of the people, and, declares the Spirit, "THEY 
SHALL NOT ENTER INTO THE LAND." 

And so it was said to Moses, 'Thou shalt not enter." We see 
again in these things the limitless depths of divine wisdom in 
bringing all things into conformity with the interwoven pattern 
of type and anti type, for apart from this specific sin, it was not 
fitting that Moses should lead Israel into the Land of Promise. 

Why? Because Moses personified the whole Mosaic constitu
tion-the "law of condemnation"-the "ministration of death." 
The Law could not give life-could not give them the true, 
eternal entrance to the Land--could not give them the "Rest 
that remaineth for the People of God." 

Therefore Moses, the ministrator of the Old Covenant, could 
not lead them into the Land-that must be the work of Joshua, 
the type of Jesus, whose name he prophetically bore. 

In like manner the High Priest Aaron, too, must give way to 
a successor before the inheritance is entered into-for, as Paul 
says (Heb. 7:12), the Mosaic Law and the Levitical priesthood 
stood and fell together; a change in one required a change in 
the other also. 

So-beginning in verse 23 of Numbers 20-we find the in
structions for Aaron's death and the transferring of his office to 
another. God says (v. 24)-

"He shall not enter, because ye REBELLED against My Word." 
Moses had addressed Israel as rebels-"Hear now, ye re

bels!'~little realizing that in God's sight he himself was a rebel 
in that very act. Surely a sobering lesson for us in the life of 
this great man. It is when we are condemning others that we 
are most likely to fall into condemnation ourselves. 

When faithfulness to the Truth requires us to take a stand for 
what is right, and to stand aside from what is wrong, let us be 
especially careful to remember this lesson. We may warn, and 
exhort, and point out what we believe is wrong, and sorrowfully 
separate-but it is not ours to condemn. At such a time espe
cially, meekness and humbleness and kindness and gentleness 
(in heart and not just in oily words) is essential-

"Considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." 
At God's command, Aaron ascends Mt. Hor to die. He is 

stripped of his priestly garments of "Glory and Beauty," and 
they are placed upon his son Eleazar. 

In this solemn ceremony, the weakness and imperfections 
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of the Levitical priesthood are emphasized. In Hebrews 7 Paul 
points out these imperfections, in contrast to the perfect priest
hood of Christ. 

He says Christ's priesthood is eternal, but the Levitical was 
but temporary and passing. This we see in Eleazar superseding 
Aaron who headed and personified the Levitical order. 

In the Levitical, Paul says, men with infirmities served-how 
sadly this is illustrated in the circumstances of Aaron's punish
ment! Then, he points out, apart from any specific wrong-doing, 
death must inevitably claim every succeeding Levitical priest, 
because they are mortal. This, too, is portrayed in this scene on 
Mt. Hor. 

Now Miriam and Aaron are gone-and Moses alone remains. 
These three were all about 120 years old. A vast gulf separated 
them from the multitude oflsrael, among whom were now none 
over sixty. 

In between was a lost generation, whose carcasses had fallen 
in the wilderness-a generation that had been transformed in 
a day from the degradation of slavery to the true kings of the 
earth-a royal nation, a kingdom of holy priests. 

They had been divinely chosen from all the people of the earth 
and had stood closer to God than any other nation or generation 
before or since. But of this once greatly-favored host only two 
now remained-Caleb and Joshua-the faithful two who had 
incurred the rebellious multitude's bitter enmity by standing 
out against them on the side of God. 

* * * 
Just previous to Aaron's death (Num. 20:14-21), Israel had 

sought permission to travel through Edom on their way to the 
promised land. Edom were the descendants of Esau-Jacob's 
brother-but Edom's attitude was far from brotherly, for they 
turned Israel back at the point of the sword. 

Was not this a time for God to show Himself strong on behalf 
of His people? Apparently not. God's hand has often been with
held while His faithful people have been abused and humbled, 
and the ungodly have triumphed. 

Even in Old Testament times, warfare was not the prerogative 
of man but of God. It would have been as wrong for them to have 
warred against Edom on this occasion, as it would have been to 
have refused to war against Canaan. 

Edom in Hebrew is the same basic word as Adam, and means 
"red." Edom, like Adam, stands for the flesh, and it adds great 
interest to the relations between Israel and Edom throughout 
their history when we see therein a symbolic portrayal of the 
lifelong conflict between the spirit and the flesh. Israel must 
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submit, for this was the time of their testing and discipline. 
Edom dwelt in comfortable plenty, Israel must still labor through 
a wilderness. 

Edam's refusal was another bitter test for Israel, and a great 
added hardship. As they stood at the edge of Edam's fruitful 
valleys and respectfully asked a favor of one from whom they 
had reason to expect kindness and sympathy, it seemed that 
escape from that "great and terrible wilderness," and the long, 
monotonous sameness of food, was finally at hand. 

How bitter, then, their disappointment at being threateningly 
rebuffed and turned back and forced to make the long wilderness 
journey once again toward the Red Sea and around and up the 
other side of Edam's territory! 

"And they journeyed from Mt. Hor by the way of the Red Sea, 
to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much 
discouraged because of the way" (Num. 21:4). 

Once again they were marching away from the Promised Land 
instead of toward it. It is necessary to fully realize the severity 
of their trial to truly evaluate its significance and results, and 
to learn its lessons. 

Our circumstances are far easier than Israel's, our blessings 
are far more abundant, our trials far less, and the strengthening 
knowledge revealed to us far greater. And God-Who was hid
den in the terrible cloud and smoke and thunder of Sinai-has 
drawn personally near to us in the person of His Son. 

As Paul points out (Heb. 12:18-24), we do not have to stand 
afar off at the base of the shaking, burning mountain that dare 
not be touched on the pain of instant death-but we have come 
nigh to God through Jesus the Mediator of the New and better 
Covenant. And yet we often murmur, and are cast down, and 
"discouraged because of the way!" How DARE we be discouraged, 
in the face of the glorious divine assurance and promises! 

At this point, Israel in their despair committed one of their 
worst offenses, and received one of their worst punishments. 
Not only did they again rail at Moses, and murmur, but they 
spoke despisingly of the Manna-the heavenly bread that God 
had lovingly provided. 

"Our soul loatheth this light bread" (Num. 21:5). 
These were terrible words! We know the meaning of the 

Heavenly Bread. Moses had in anger smitten the Rock; now the 
people reject and despise the Bread. 

The Manna was a constant miracle of divine care, not only 
in its regular provision, but in the fact that none appeared on 
the Sabbath, and then only would it keep two days. They were 
provided for but ONE DAY AT A TIME. If hoarded, it "bred 
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worms and stank" before God. Do we perceive the lesson? Have 
we ever pondered on the deep significance of the prayer the 
Master taught? 

"Give us THIS DAY our daily bread." 
"Our soul loatheth this light bread" ... "We want the spicy 

meats of the world-we are tired of this thin, unexciting spiritual 
food-we prefer the onions (and the slavery) of Egypt." 

We would never say this in so many words, but it is so easy, 
by our actions, to say plainly to God: "Our soul loatheth this 
light bread." 

Israel were the subjects of the greatest opportunity and ad
venture that had ever befallen a nation. They had seen the great 
Egyptian Empire humbled (Egypt at that time was the fear and 
marvel of the world). They had seen the sea miraculously parted 
before them and closed upon their enemies. The perpetual pillar 
of fire and cloud led them, and to them was offered the glorious 
mission of being set apart from all nations to manifest God to 
mankind and pioneer the world to everlasting holiness and peace. 

But they never rose to a conception of their divine mission. 
Though the divine hands lifted them up as a nation, and set 
before them marvelous visions of eternal things, still they re
mained earthly and untransformed. The glories and responsi
bilities of the divine selection could not drive from their minds 
the lust for the onions of Egypt. 

Is that happening to us today? Are we unmoved at the touch 
of the divine fire, stumbling on our blind, earthy way, and tak
ing the great vision of the unspeakable glory of the Sonship of 
God as simply the natural sequel of a natural life? The Sons of 
God are only those who live in the spiritual atmosphere of an 
all-consuming zeal for divine things. 

As a nation, Israel had no interest in the wonderful imagery 
of the Tabernacle. They had no conception of the significance 
of the heavenly bread they despised. These things are not re
corded that we may look down with pitying condescension on 
what we may regard as their incomprehensible blindness (in 
contrast to our assumption of perception). Rather they should 
teach us a deep, searching humility-a constant and trembling 
self-examination. Perhaps WE are not as far from their example 
as we assume. 

Paul sadly said to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 3:2)-
''J have fed you with milk, and not with meat, for ye are not 

able to bear it-for ye are carnal." And to the Hebrews (5: 11-14)
''We have many things to say (about the great Melchizedek

Priest), and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing ... 
''For when ye ought to be teachers, ye have need of milk, and 
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not of strong meat: strong meat belongeth to them of full age." 
What would he say of us? How do we stand in relation to 

this same "meat?" Are we growing acceptably and pleasingly 
"in grace and in the knowledge of the glory of God?" It is all too 
possible to unconsciously repeat the tragic error of blind Israel 
at the very time we are pitying that blindness. 

God's action in this instance was swift and terrible-
"The Lord sent fiery serpents among them, and they bit the 

people, and many died" (Num.21:6). 
When they were afflicted they repented, as was to be their 

unworthy custom with monotonous regularity all down their 
history, until finally the long-suffering of God was withdrawn. 

God chastens His children in the process of their develop
ment, but when this process is repeated over and over with no 
permanent effect, it amounts to mocking God and despising His 
longsuffering. It is easy to get into the habit of assuming that 
repentance will always bring forgiveness, until life becomes a 
mechanical see-saw of commission and confession. 

THERE MUST BE A PROGRESSNE "OVERCOMING." The 
promise is only "to him that overcometh." Note how this phrase 
is seven times emphatically repeated-at the summation of each 
of the seven messages to the ecclesias (Rev. 2 and 3). At God's 
instruction Moses made a serpent of brass and put it upon a 
pole, and whosoever was bitten-and looked upon it-lived. 
Jesus said (Jhn. 3:14)-

"A.s Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish." 

How could a brass serpent be a type of Christ? A serpent of 
brass is a perfect symbol of the body of sin-sin's flesh-that was 
publicly and historically condemned in the crucifixion of Christ. 

That crucifixion is the turning-point of human history. 
While-to outward appearances-it was apparent shameful 
victory of sin over Christ, it was actually the glorious victory 
of Christ over sin. How often are things in God's sight the very 
opposite of what they outwardly seem! 

Cooperating in the great work of justifying God and creating 
a foundation for the extension of God's mercy while honoring 
His holiness, Jesus voluntarily submitted to this public condem
nation and repudiation of the serpent-cursed body of sin-the 
body of which Paul said-

''Jn me (that is, in my fl,esh) dwelleth no good thing." 
Those who know the Truth, and realize the value and REAL

ITY of Christ's mortal warfare with the devil, and his complete 
victory over him, will have no difficulty in seeing in the brazen 
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serpent, the devil-sin's flesh-defeated and condemned and 
crucified on the hill of Calvary-the banner and ensign of the 
greatest victory that any man has ever won. 

In the original, "serpent of brass" is "nechosh nechosheth •~ for 
the words for "brass" and "serpent" are from exactly the same 
Hebrew root. This adds great fitness to the use throughout 
Scripture of brass as a symbol of the flesh. 

Moses was commanded to put the serpent of brass "upon a 
pole." The Hebrew word here translated "pole" should be "stand
ard, banner, or ensign'~that which is a rallying-point for armies 
in battle-this word is almost invariably so translated elsewhere. 

It is the same word (nes) as occurs in the expression "Jeho
vah-Nissi'~The Lord Our Banner-the name given to the altar 
built by Moses to commemorate the victory over theAmalek-sin
power by the lifting up of the Rod of God (Ex. 17:9, 15). 

The uplifted serpent of brass was the saving ensign of serpent
bitten Israel, just as its great anti-type is the banner and ensign 
of all the sin-smitten race who look to him for life. Isaiah uses 
this same Hebrew word "nes"ten times, in stirring imagery, as-

''Jn that day there shall be a Root of Jesse who shall stand for 
an ensign of the people: to him shall the Gentiles seek, and his 
rest shall be glorious!" (Isa. 11:10). 

We note that the ensign has two parts-the Rod erect and 
triumphant, the Serpent conquered and impaled. 

In later years, in the fullness of Israel's degeneracy, this 
brazen serpent became an object of ignorant superstition and 
worship Gust as the cross of Christ has today) and Hezekiah, 
the great typical Temple-cleanser, "broke it in pieces, and called 
it Nechushtan-a piece of brass" (2 Kgs. 18:4). 

* * * 
Paul says all these things were "written for our admonition" 

and are "able to make us wise unto salvation." In the divinely 
recorded history of Israel, we have the wonderful "patterns of 
things in the heavenlies." 

How clearly we see the Messiah in the budded rod, the 
water-giving Rock, the great Mosaic Lawgiver and Prophet
meekest of all men, the dying and yet continuing High Priest, 
the heaven-sent manna, the glorious saving ensign of the up
lifted serpent-just as we see him in our day in the bread and 
the wine, and the open Bible, for "His Name is called The Word 
of God'~he was that Word made flesh. David prayed, with a 
yearning heart-

"Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of Thy Law." 

This mind must be in us, if we are to be among the few chosen 
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from the earth's perishing millions. We must make ourselves 
one with the Word of God-steep ourselves in it-live constantly 
in its atmosphere-both the written Word and the living Word, 
for they are one. John says (1 Jn. 2:5)-

"Whoso keepeth his Word, in him verily is the love of God 
perfected. Hereby KNOW we that we are in him!" 

And then he adds-
"He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, 

EVEN AS HE WALKED." 
Do we walk "even as Jesus walked?" We have the four-fold 

story of his marvelous, heavenly life on earth, and this great Book 
of rich and entrancing symbol that all revolves around him. 

Is he our pattern in all we do or say? Let us make it our daily 
endeavor-our whole ambition in life-to "be in him" and to 
"walk even as he walked. " 

Today the ecclesial world-as we have known it-is being 
torn to pieces. Ensigns that have long been faithfully upheld 
are being pulled down. Though it saddens us, it need not worry 
us. It is the last days-these things must be. Salvation is an 
individual matter, and in the end those who are trying to be 
faithful will be more and more alone. Let us, therefore, let this 
one obsession possess each mind like a transforming, consuming 
fire, crowding out all doubt and fear-

"Hereby KNOW we that we are in him-IF the love of God is 
perfected in us ... and we walk even as he walked." 

Sing Unto God, Ye Kingdoms of the Earth! 
BY BRO. K. D. CLUBB 

(Continued) 
Psa. 68:6: "God setteth the solitary in families. He bringeth out 

those which are bound with chains. But the rebellious dwell in a 
dry land." 

In the present dark system of things on earth, men are cold, 
unmerciful, and unrighteous. Many feel alone and unwanted in 
the earth. Selfishness, violence and greed are the order of the 
day. Millions are starving, billions are hungry: much is said 
about it, but little done. The fraction of their wealth the rich 
countries give the poor ones is infinitesimal. What a change 
when kindness and justice will be the rule of all law and ad
ministration. Today, wherever there is money handled, there is 
corruption. The humble, the widow and the orphan will not find 
the world such a dreadful place in the Age to Come. All their 
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wants and needs will be bountifully supplied by the blessings 
of that New Day-

"Behold, the Lord God (Yahweh Elohim) will come with strong 
hand, and His arm shall rule for Him ... He shall feed His flock 
like a shepherd. He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and 
carry them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that are 
with young" (Isa. 40:10-11). 

And Psa. 72:4, 17-''He shall judge the poor of the people. He 
shall save the children of the needy and shall break in pieces the 
oppressor ... Men shall be blessed in Him, and all nations shall 
call Him blessed." 

Great and wonderful changes-far exceeding anything that 
has ever occurred-will take place, for everything will be after 
the divine pattern. Everything stamped with the flesh shall be 
swept away. All men will at last realize that God is their Father, 
and will consider themselves His loving and obedient children. 

The immediate close family bond for all to see will be found 
in Christ and his brethren and sisters, who reign, and are ruling 
the affairs of the earth. God's holy ways will be manifest on every 
side. Christ will be the Head and King of the family of nations, 
who will worship God in Truth. 

" ... But the rebellious dwell in a dry land." 
The rebellious have no part in this joyful and blessed Millen

nial family of God. They will be put out, subject to the punish
ment of God. Only the lovingly obedient will receive God's mercy, 
guidance and care. 

Verses 7-8: "O God, when Thou wentest forth before Thy people, 
when Thou didst march through the wilderness-the earth shook, 
the heavens also dropped at the presence of God. Even Sinai itself 
was moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel." 

The awful majesty of God as manifested in the past will soon 
be seen on a fuller and more intense scale. The whole earth will 
feel the dreadful power of the Creator of Heaven and Earth. 
Man's greatest achievements will crumble before Him; and 
there will be a complete cleansing, and destruction of all that 
is contrary to holiness. All will know in that Day that God has 
indeed intervened in the affairs of men. 

Verse 9: "Thou, 0 God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby 
Thou didst confirm Thine inheritance when it was weary." 

Throughout the past 6000 years, God has provided for His 
people in many ways. Of all the blessings He has given, the most 
important has been the life-giving Spirit-rain of His Word. Just 
as those who have gone before, and who at times had more direct 
communication, we are equally privileged to feed upon the Word, 
and drink freely of the Water of Life. This privilege is limited only 
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by the limits of our own zeal and desire. We are blessed in being 
among the thirsty, the poor, God's inheritance who are weary 
with the dryness of the way. Jesus said of such pilgrims-

''Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous
ness, for they shall be filled" (Matt. 5:6). 

They are those who are eager and anxious to do what is 
right, and not to seek their own will and pleasure; who want to 
be filled with God's Word, and with righteousness and holiness; 
who perceive the infinite desirability of its beauty, and their own 
natural ugliness. The complete and perfect filling, of course, is by 
the rain of blessings bestowed in the Kingdom Age. It will not be 
fully given until the Law goes forth from Zion, as is prophesied 
in Moses' Song of Witness (Deut. 32.2)-

"My doctrine shall drop as the rain; my speech shall distil 
as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the 
showers upon the grass." 

But now is the time to agonize toward it, and manifest that 
God-pleasing desire for it, above all else in life. While we wait 
and long for this complete filling with all the fullness of God, do 
we always remember and appreciate God's current care for us? 
Or do we fret and rebel because our circumstances are not always 
as we wish? Are we drinking of the Water of Life in the Word, 
or do we not even have the thirst? We need to drink deeply now 
to sustain our spiritual life, until the time when the plentiful 
rain is bestowed, and our inheritance confirmed. It is concern 
for our spiritual health that should be our greatest interest, not 
for present wealth or welfare. 

Verse. 10: ''Thy congregation (Living Ones) hath dwelt therein. 
Thou, 0 God, hast prepared of Thy goodness for the poor." 

The term here for 'congregation' (chat) is not the regular word 
that is so translated. It means (as will doubtless be recognized) 
'alive, life, or living creatures.' It is the word used in the early 
chapters of Ezekiel that is translated 'Living Creatures.' These 
are the Cherubim: those who are spiritually full of life. To be 
alive implies activity, doing something constructive, comforting, 
encouraging, building up the Household of Faith. The Cherubim, 
to be living and to merit their name, must be full of zeal and en
thusiasm for the Truth and its work. It must be all their pleasure 
and consuming desire. Otherwise we are not Living Creatures, 
but mere vegetables, in any spiritual sense. Are we striving to be 
a fitting part of these glorious Cherubim, this great Congregation 
of Life for whom God is preparing all His goodness? 

Verse. 11: "The Lord gave the word: great was the company 
of those that published it." 

Today, God has given His Word in the Scriptures, and it is 
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our individual duty-be we brethren or sisters-to teach it to 
others, to 'publish it.' It is our position to let our light shine, so 
that all may see that we are a separate and holy people, and 
have a message of joy for mankind that we give evidence of our 
belief in by our own holy and unworldly conduct. 

But this verse mainly points forward to the future, when 
Christ issues the command to go forth and teach the nations: the 
proclamation of the Everlasting Gospel (Rev.14:6). When he gives 
the word, a great and immortal host will publish the invitation 
to give allegiance unto Christ, and forsake the deceptive wine 
of the Mother of Harlots (Rev. 18:3). Throughout these verses, 
we are given glimpses of what life will be like in the Kingdom 
for those who attain to it; and are shown the work in store for 
the Saints who are redeemed: God's 'Holy Ones.' 

Verse 13: "Though ye have lain among the pots, yet shall ye 
be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers 
with yellow gold." 

Again, we see another vivid contrast: the contrast between 
degradation and servitude--the common earthenware pots (or 
perhaps even the cast-off, broken potsherds of refuse)-and 
the free, joyful soaring of a beautiful Spirit-dove with wings of 
Redemption-silver and feathers of Faith-gold. The one speaks of 
weakness, lowness, mortality, death and destruction: the other 
of divinely-provided Redemption (silver) through a tried and 
purified Faith (gold). 

In this verse, too, we see the dove aspect of peace and re
demption. Although we have lain, and do lay, among the pots 
and potsherds of the earth, yet our potential destiny is spiritual 
and divine. God in love has given us the opportunity for eternal 
peace and everlasting life. Now, as spiritual Israel living in these 
last days, among the pots but not of them, we must not let the 
glorious picture of the Dove, the Silver, and the Gold, grow dim. 
Ifwe remain faithful to our holy calling, we shall be of the dove 
class, of pure silver and gold, purified from all dross, not earthen 
vessels but precious metal, vessels of honor. 

Verses 15-16: "The hill of God is as the hill of Bashan; an high 
hill as the hill of Bashan. Why leap ye, ye high hills? This is the 
hill which God desireth to dwell in. Yea, the Lord will dwell in 
it for ever." 

'Bashan' appears to refer to Mt. Hermon, which is on Bashan's 
border, and is the highest mountain in the Promised Land. It 
seems to refer here to the proud and lofty, looking down upon 
the lowly Land. The Bashanites were giants. 'Bulls of Bashan' 
were fierce enemies. But this is to be changed when Zion is 
exalted above the hills, for it is now lowly Zion which is the 
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hill of the Lord, the holy hill of righteousness, and upon which 
God's Temple will be built. To dwell upon this hill and to be a 
part of the service and worship of God should be all our desire. 
Everything we do, every day, should be centered around this one 
supreme and foremost goal. Zion, we know, is to be 'lifted up' 
above the hills: both figuratively and literally, as the prophets 
reveal (Isa. 2:2; Zee. 14:10). 

Verse 17: "The chariots of God (are) twenty thousand, (even) 
thousands of angels: the Lord (is) among them, (as in) Sinai, in 
the Holy (place)." 

Ifwe remove the translator-added italics of this verse (as bro. 
Thomas suggests), we see that Sinai is to be the Holy Place of 
judgment and national assembly. Just as Sinai was used in the 
past, so it will be used in the future. This is the place where 
Christ will manifest himself with thousands of angels. All the 
responsible living and dead will come to this great gathering to 
meet the Lord and his angelic host. The angels will no doubt be 
the arrangers and executors of all the details of the judgment, 
and the care of the assembled multitudes. And at the event's 
triumphant climax they will rejoice and sing praises with the 
Redeemed. 

Assembled perhaps in a similar way to Israel, one by one they 
pass before the Lord Jesus, and each hears one or the other of 
the two verdicts: "Come, ye blessed!" or "Depart, ye cursed!"They 
form two companies: one on the right hand, and one on the left. 
On the right hand, in the 'twinkling of an eye,' all are made like 
unto the angels, and a mighty Song of Rejoicing will ascend. On 
the left hand, they are sent away into the area of Europe (the 
pre-Millennial 'Lake of Fire'), destitute and hopeless, with no 
place to go, to suffer the dreadful judgments to be poured out there 
upon the Imperial Beast and the Papal False Prophet. There will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, much frantic 'repentance' and 
petition for forgiveness: but all in vain-it is too late. 

Verse 18: 'Thou hast ascended on high; thou hast led captivity 
captive; thou hast received gifts for men. Yea, for the rebellious 
also, that the Lord God might dwell among them." 

Throughout this psalm, as in all Scripture, our minds are 
continually directed to Christ, as the Pivot of the Plan and 
the Source of Salvation. We see him in the Eden-Covering, the 
Noah-Ark, the Isaac-Sacrifice and Resurrection, the Joseph-Re
deemer, the Moses-Lawgiver, and many, many others. In Exodus 
we see him as the slain Passover Lamb, and the whole multitu
dinous ordinance of sacrifice that typically sheltered Israel from 
failure to keep the impossible perfection of the Law. 

Here we see him ascended to heaven in the triumph of his 
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victory over Sin and Death, as Priestly Intercessor for his people, 
to return with gifts of Spirit and of Power. These are Spirit-gifts 
that will be given only to the righteous who have overcome. But 
the rebellious nations-mankind in general-once God's judg
ments have humbled them and taught them righteousness and 
holiness, will enjoy the promised Abrahamic blessings that God 
has reserved for them. Christ will, by Millennial education and 
transformation, bring the great gifts of God to the nations 'that 
Yahweh-Elohim might dwell among them' and wipe all tears from 
their eyes forever, according to the gracious promise and prophecy 
of Rev. 21:3-4. Paul applies this verse 18 to Christ, in Eph. 4:8. 

Verse 19: "Blessed be the Lord, Who daily loadeth us with 
benefits: even the God of our salvation." 

This attitude of blessing God must be our state of mind at all 
times. It must fill our minds, and overflow irresistibly through 
thankful lips of praise. It must not be interrupted by passing 
disappointments or sorrows, or our faith is indeed weak and 
sickly. God has graciously given abundantly of His benefits to 
help us: things temporal and things spiritual-including, above 
all, His Word. If-having the inestimable gift of the knowledge 
of the Truth and of the freely offered love of God-we are not 
overwhelmed with grateful appreciation, then we are blind in
deed; yea, cold and dead. 

It is our responsibility to keep plentiful oil in our lamps and 
vessels by constantly imbibing of the Word of Life that is given 
us. And we must understand that studying and searching the 
Spirit-Word is not to be confused with mere surface reading. We 
can read the Bible through many times, and still know pitifully 
little about its great message. 

Deep studying is best done alone, and under peaceful and 
quiet conditions, so that the mind can be fully absorbed in the 
work. Reading and discussing our daily lessons together with 
others is very good and beneficial. But those passages that do not 
readily yield their full meaning must be dealt with at such times 
as we can give ourselves wholly to them in private study. The 
more we come to know, and labor to know, the more plentifully 
God will give us of His goodness and fellowship. 

Verses 20-21: "He that is our God is the God of salvation; and 
unto God the Lord belong the issues from death. But God shall 
wound the head of His enemies, and the hairy scalp of such an 
one as goeth on still in his trespasses." 

God is salvation and unto Him belong the issues (exit, de
liverance) from death. God alone can deliver us from death 
through His gift of life in Christ. We absolutely cannot deliver 
ourselves, no matter what our works and efforts may be. But we 
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must not make the mistake of orthodoxy. This wonderful gift 
of life must never be taken lightly or casually, as if 'Christ has 
done everything,' and there is nothing for us to do to "Make our 
calling and election sure" (2 Pet. 1:10). 

Even after we have accepted the Truth, and have entered 
into Christ, we can be rejected. Salvation is not an instant, 
automatic, irreversible thing, as the shallow religious world 
around us assumes. No! We must-''WORK OUT our salvation 
with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2:12). 

It requires a full life dedicated faithfully to the end to fol
lowing the example of Christ, and doing the will and work of 
God-"He that endureth to the end SHALL be saved" (Mat. 
24:13). To profess the Truth and 'go on still in trespasses' (that 
is, the natural, fleshly way of life) will bring dreadful punish
ment and retribution. We must live what we profess to be, in 
holy separateness, or-as 'friends of the world'-we shall be 
counted 'enemies of God' (Jam. 4:4). 

In verses 22-35 we have the activities of Christ and the saints 
in delivering Israel and establishing the Kingdom-

Verse 22: "The Lord said, I will bring again from Bashan 
(the haughty oppressor): I will bring My people again from the 
depths of the sea." 

Israel will be saved, and once more pass through the sea, after 
the pattern of the Exodus under Moses. As we do our readings, 
especially of Israel's great deliverance, let us remember that 
the events that have gone before are types of what will happen 
at Christ's return. 

Verse 23: "That thy foot may be dipped in the blood of thine 
enemies, and the tongue of thy dogs in the same." 

Another robust passage of God's punishment of evil and vin
dication of good, at which feeble orthodoxy professes to wince. Do 
they not believe that Sin and sinners will not forever triumph, 
and that a Day will come when-after long divine patience-Evil 
will be mercilessly crushed, and Good forever exalted? And that 
the long-patient and long-suffering righteous will rejoice at the 
glorious events of that Day, even as God Himself exhorts them to? 

Verse 29: "Because of Thy Temple at Jerusalem shall kings 
bring presents to Thee." 

Here is the 'House of Prayer for All Peoples' (Isa. 56:7), the 
world-center of government, instruction, and worship, which 
appears many times in the prophetic Scriptures-the ''Taber
nacle-Sanctuary in the midst oflsrael" that will manifest to the 
world that Yahweh is with Israel forever (Ezk. 37:28). It is here 
the world must go yearly for the Feast of Tabernacles (Zec.14:16). 

Verse 30: "Rebuke the company of spearmen ... till every one 
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submit himself ... Scatter Thou the people that delight in war." 
Christ will rule with an iron hand. The disobedient nations 

are rebuked and kept under subjection. Those that delight in 
war, today's world rulers, are scattered and destroyed. War is 
abolished (Isa. 2:4; Psa. 46:9), and peace and righteousness will 
fill the earth. 

Verses 32-34: "Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth! 0 sing 
praises unto the Lord! To Him that rideth upon the heavens of 
heavens, which were of old. Lo, He doth send out His voice, and 
that a mighty voice. Ascribe ye strength unto God: His excellency 
is over Israel, and His strength is in the clouds." 

These are the clouds of the Redeemed that accompany Christ 
(Rev. 1:7), and on which he rides in judging and subduing the 
earth (Rev.14:14). They are the Cherubim-Cloud that form the 
Chariot of Yahweh (1 Chron. 28:18). His 'strength is in these 
Clouds' of Redeemed, for He is Ail Shaddai, The Strength of the 
Mighty Ones! They are Mighty Ones because His strength is 
now in them unto the eternal ages. 

The psalm ends (Verse 35): "O God, Thou art terrible out of 
Thy holy places. The God of Israel is He that giveth strength and 
power unto His people. Blessed be God!" 

The Spirit ends this wonderful Millennial psalm with these 
words because it is the ultimate consummation of all things. God 
manifested in Spirit through His Holy Ones will be terrible to 
all His enemies. Only those under the shadow of His wing will 
be spared in that Day. 

To 'bless' God means to kneel before Him, to praise and ac
knowledge Him Who shall be Mighty Ones. The Hope before us 
is indeed glorious; and if we are wise and careful and diligent 
in this brief day, that Hope will be realized. We should have 
one main concern today, and only one: What does God think of 
me? What will determine His opinion? Will it be our so-diligent 
state of mind after we know His Son Jesus has returned? No, 
for then everyone will show loyalty, and try to make themselves 
appear faithful. In that day, as Jesus himself says, many will be 
prepared with all manner of excuses and professions with tears 
of how much they desire him. None of this will move Christ. To 
many he will seem cold and hard. 'Depart from me, ye cursed!' 

That which will determine his opinion of us is what we are 
quietly and consistently doing now. If we are totally dedicated 
and obedient to God today, then we shall be among those glo
rious Elohim-Mighty Ones-who receive strength and power 
from Ail: the Eternal, Uncreate Source from Whom all things 
are derived, and in Whom all things are sustained and consist. 
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Current Events Fulfilling Prophecy 
PANDEMIC 

Leaders of the world's 20 biggest economies met in an extraor
dinary virtual session and vowed to work together to overcome 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Most citizens of those countries would be forgiven for not 
even noticing what was said as border closures and mass layoffs 
overwhelm their personal and professional lives. But even as 
countries pledge co-ordinated action, the COVID-19 crisis rep
resents a risk to social order and could further inflame already 
intractable wars across the globe, says a stark assessment re
leased by the International Crisis Group (ICG). 

Western democracies that were already distracted will turn 
even further inward, the ICG predicts. 

''The disease means that international leaders, focused as they 
are on dramatic domestic issues, have little or no time to devote 
to conflicts or peace processes," says the report. 

The report warns that turmoil from the pandemic could 
breathe new life into old conflicts. 

One of the first casualties could very well be United Nations 
peacekeeping operations. China and Italy-two of the countries 
hardest hit by the pandemic-have been asked to "suspend some 
or all of their unit rotations into blue helmet operations due to 
concerns about the spread of COVID-19." 

"A prolonged pandemic could make it difficult to find and de
ploy fresh forces and civilian personnel, wearing down missions," 
said the report. 

The report also says the pandemic opens the door for hardline 
countries to embark on "destabilizing foreign adventures," and 
could breathe new life into old enemies as governments in the 
developing world and the Middle East are weakened. 

"ISIS for example used the post-2011 chaos in Syria to gain 
a level of power that would otherwise have been impossible. It 
is possible that social and political disorder may create similar 
openings for jihadist actors as the crisis goes on," it warns. 

Former diplomat Ferry de Kerckhove says he's already seen 
signs of erosion and is acutely worried that we are at the end of 
the multilateral world. 

"I used to talk about the divide between the U.S. and others, 
but now it's the divide between everybody," said de Kerckhove. 
"Borders are closed and the spirit of co-operation is fading." 

Before COVID-19, people in many countries were already 
questioning the international order and, now, that will only 
increase, he warned. 

The ICG report warns there could be social upheaval ahead 
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because "the pandemic's public health and economic conse
quences are liable to strain relations between governments and 
citizens, especially where health services buckle." 

"Who's going to [care] about what's going on in Syria? Nobody 
cares about it. Turkey and Russia can go to war-or not." 

Marius Grinius, Ottawa's former ambassador to Vietnam, 
said he wonders how long countries like Canada will be able 
to sustain their foreign aid budgets and whether there will be 
political support at home for helping other countries. 

Such a withdrawal would open the way for authoritarian states 
to expand their influence. 

"The vacuum is not being filled by anyone other than China 
and Russia," he said. "I think that's huge."-CBC, 3 I 20 

China's grip on the world's manufacturing industry is a 
noose around the economies of the nations of the West. We 
witness this reliance even in the nations' attempts to secure 
sufficient medical supplies to combat COVID-19. 
RUSSIA THE GREATER THREAT 

But the greater threat, though misunderstood, is that of 
Russia, whose leader longs for the return of empire and the 
day of the Russian Autocrat. His scheming manipulation 
of the Russian federal rules of governance has been all but 
forgotten in a media focused on other distractions-

President Putin once again surprised everyone by using his 
annual address to a joint session of both houses of parliament 
to announce constitutional changes. 

Some observers in Russia and abroad have decreed these 
changes as "revolutionary" and "the beginning of the transition," 
believing Putin is delegating power out of the Kremlin in prepa
ration for his looming resignation, as his fourth presidential term 
expires in 2024. 

Putin is concerned with outside threats coming from the West 
and sees his main task as uniting Russia politically and socially 
under his leadership to meet the grave challenges of the new 
decade. Any complicated transition that could provoke discord 
and weakness is unwelcome.-Jamestown, 1 I 20 

While the world struggles with a virus moving with incred
ible swiftness across the globe, we must remain focused on 
the significant developments in Russia that form signs and 
indications of the rise of the King of the North. The events 
regarding Putin are not perceived by the pundits and re
porters to be anything more than a devious effort to remain 
in power. But we do well to consider bro. Roberts' words in 
relation to Pharaoh and other powerful individuals of old-

"The fact is beyond question that Pharaoh was raised up 
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for the part he had to perform in connection with the work 
of Moses: and the usefulness of the fact arises from this, that 
no one living in Egypt during the thirty or forty years pre
ceding the exodus would have been aware, from anything he 
saw or heard, that the ruler of the country was the subject 
of divine work one way or other. Had he watched him from 
the beginning-seen him nursed as a baby, noted him under 
tutorship, followed him through the ways of youth to maturity 
and manhood, he would have detected nothing indicative of 
divine selection and preparation. All was apparently in the 
order of nature. Yet the man was a divine work. It is easy, 
turning from the contemplation of such a picture, to realize 
that in our own day, such men as Louis Napoleon, Bismarck, 
the Pope, the Emperor of Russia, or such a women as Queen 
Victoria, or anyone having relation to the divine work of the 
latter days (Dr. Thomas for instance), may equally be a divine 
development and the subject of divine supervision, though 
every element in their lives superficially viewed is thoroughly 
natural" (The Ways of Providence, p. 84). 
RUSSIAN SUPREME LEADER 

We cannot know,just yet, whether Putin is Gog, or wheth
er he is setting the stage for a successor. But surely we are 
seeing significant developments toward the emergence of a 
Russian Autocrat, and a time of war-

When President Putin dropped his bombshell announcement 
calling for changing Russia's constitution, the immediate focus 
was on what it meant for his future. 

Several amendments he submitted to parliament after his 
January 15 national speech called for rearranging Russia's power 
structure. They also give him options should he seek to retain 
power after 2024, when he is barred from running for re-election. 

Those proposals were quickly taken up by a commission, which 
was established to draft amendments, and given preliminary 
approval by the State Duma, the lower house of parliament. 

But other proposals have floated through Kremlin halls and 
elsewhere in Moscow. More than 300, in fact, some of which will 
presumably make it into the biggest update yet of the post-Soviet 
constitution that Russia adopted in 1993. 

Depending on how many are approved, it could result in a 
constitution that is enormously complex, addressing issues as 
wide-ranging as who can marry whom and how to address Mos
cow's role in the defeat of Nazi Germany in WWII. 
Victorious Power 

The Culture Ministry has funded lavish war epics airbrush
ing parts of wartime history. The Kremlin has bristled at any 
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suggestion that Josef Stalin's Soviet Union shares equal blame 
with Adolf Hitler's Germany for the outbreak of the war. 

Russian officials have also tried to cast the notorious Molo
tov-Ribbentrop Pact-which dismantled Poland and carved up 
Eastern Europe between Berlin and Moscow-as a triumph of 
Soviet diplomacy. 

And Moscow has also sought to counter criticism of the de
cades of postwar Soviet police-state dominance that succeeded 
Nazi control over Eastern Europe. 

Aleksei Pushkov, a member of the upper house of parliament 
and a vocal critic of the West, has proposed rewriting the con
stitution's preamble to include the words "victorious power." 

"I would note in one way or another our victory in WWII, our 
status as a victorious power, because this defines our existence: 
both domestic and international," Pushkov said. 

The "victorious power" proposal also fits into the tone the 
Kremlin is setting for the 75th anniversary of the defeat of Nazi 
Germany. Russian officials are planning elaborate ceremonies 
for the May 9 events in Moscow. 
Supreme Leader 

The proposal to include the phrase "supreme leader" in the 
constitution could hint at a shift in the fulcrum of Russian 
political power away from the presidency-right around the 
time Putin has to prepare to leave that post. 

Pavel Krasheninnikov, chairman of the Duma committee 
that oversees the drafting of legislation, [said] that the scores 
of proposals received included one to create an official post of 
"supreme leader." 

Despite holding near absolute power at the peak of his lead
ership of the Soviet Union, Stalin was never granted the title 
of supreme leader, though he was called generalissimus. 

Writing the title "supreme leader"into the constitution would 
lay the groundwork for a position whose authority exceeds that 
of the president. And that could dovetail with the ongoing dis
cussions about what role Putin may have at the conclusion of 
his current six-year term in 2024. 
God (And The Constitution) 

The Russian Orthodox Church has made a resounding come
back after decades of neglect and persecution under Soviet 
atheism. Putin has embraced the church, in part because of its 
willingness to provide moral or spiritual justification for social 
policies. 

On February 1, the head of the church, Patriarch Kirill, called 
for writing the word "God" into the constitution. 

"Let us pray, let us work hard so that our founding law includes 
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mention of God," he said. "Because most Russian citizens believe 
in God." 

This change would likely cause alarm among citizens who fear 
that the Russian Orthodox Church is gaining too much clout. 

The existing constitution says outright that Russia is a sec
ular state and that "no religion may be established as a state 
or obligatory one." So, including an explicit mention of "God" 
would be a major change.-RFE/RL, 2/20 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX FOR WAR 

This last piece regarding the re-introduction of ''God" into 
the Russian constitution may seem incongruous. But not when 
viewed with an eye to the current activities of the Russian 
Orthodox Church under Putin's reign. 

The Main Cathedral of Russian Armed Forces, set to become 
Russia's third-tallest Orthodox cathedral, is rising in a wooded 
clearing overlooking the highway on the grounds of Patriot Park, 
a military-themed recreation and expo complex opened by the 
Defense Ministry in 2016. 

When it's unveiled on May 9, 2020, the 75th anniversary of 
the end of World War II, it will be the set piece of an ostenta
tious memorial complex merging Russia's Orthodox tradition 
with the most sanctified episode of the country's past: the Soviet 
Union's victory over invading Nazi forces in what Russians call 
the Great Patriotic War. 

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, who is credited with originat
ing the idea, ordered that every square meter of the cathedral 
be symbolic. 

Within the Orthodox Church-whose leadership is actively 
involved in the planning-there are fears that after decades of 
repression by the Soviet government, the institution has become 
entangled in the ideological offensive of its successor. 

''This is an excessively vulgar involvement of the church in 
militarism and state affairs," said Sergei Chapnin, the former 
editor of the Moscow Patriarchate's official journal. ''It's obvious 
it's not about faith but about government propaganda." 

The project taps into a long tradition. From the 12th century 
on, Russia has built churches to commemorate military victories: 
over Mongol invaders in the 14th century; over Swedes in the 
18th; over Napoleon's GrandeArmee in the 19th. They are scat
tered across the former empire, reminders of conquests past. 

The list of purported donors includes a Who's Who of the 
Russian elite, including Shoigu, oligarchAlisher Usmanov, and 
Moscow Patriarch Kirill, major energy companies like LUKoil, 
Nornickel, and AFK Sistema, and the banks VTB, Gazprom
bank, and Alfa Bank. The church's centerpiece icon has been 
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paid for by President Putin himself, his spokesman Peskov said. 
A New Ideology? 

In July, the Defense Ministry launched its Main Military-Polit
ical Directorate, a department tasked with promoting the army's 
image and instilling military values in Russian society. Andrei 
Kartapolov, its director, told the Military-Industrial Courier, an 
army journal, that he hoped Russia would embrace a new ideology 
based on "spirituality, statism, and patriotism." 

"In some ways, this is a monument to the Kremlin's aggres
sive policies in recent years: the war with Georgia, the military 
conflicts in Ukraine and Syria," Chapnin said. "This all goes into 
the military patriotism that the church, on an official level, is 
now unquestioningly supporting."-RFE/RL, 5/ 19 

A look at the current website for this particular Cathedral 
has the following interesting information-

The Main Cathedral of the Russian Armed Forces shall be built 
to unite all Orthodox Christians serving in the Armed Forces of 
the Russian Federation. The great Cathedral complex is designed 
in monumental Russian Revival style. It will be located in the 
Patriot Park to symbolize spirituality of the Russian Armed 
Forces that unsheathe the sword only to defend its Fatherland. 
Side Chapels 

Each chapel is dedicated to a patron saint of a branch of the 
Russian Armed Forces. 

Saint Ilia the Prophet is the patron saint of Aerospace Forces 
and Airborne Troops. 

Saint Great Martyr Barbara is the patron saint of Strategic 
Missile Forces. 

Saint Andrew the First-Called Apostle is the patron saint of 
the Russian Navy. 

Saint Alexander Nevsky is the patron saint of Land Forces. 
But more is at play here than the symbology of a building. 

The Russian Orthodox priesthood is fully supporting of a 
militaristic society, and by implication, Russian victorious 
power--

The Russian Orthodox Church is an important part ofreligious 
life in Russia. For the past two decades, Russian President Putin 
has made the church a cornerstone of public life. As the church 
grew in power, it also grew closer to Russia's military. That meant 
public rituals blessing weapons. Lots of them, including nuclear 
weapons. 

Patriarch Kirill [is] the head of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
Kirill's public comments on nuclear weapons have been positive. 
"We should remember all those who labored on the creation of 
Russia's nuclear shield,"he said during a consecration of Russia's 
136 Berean 2020 



nuclear arsenal. "Because it prevented a third world war and 
spared mankind nuclear catastrophe." 

Since growing in influence after Putin came to power, the 
Church has pushed to become a bigger part of Moscow's mili
tary. "The Russian Orthodox Church has greatly increased its 
physical presence among the military and the nuclear scientific 
communities," the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists-the folks 
in charge of the Doomsday Clock-said in a 2019 review of 
Russian Nuclear Orthodoxy, a book about Russia's Orthodox 
Church getting close to the nuclear community. 

"The priests even go beyond the old Soviet military kommis
sars, reassuring recruits that there is nothing immoral about 
following orders to launch nuclear missiles and protect the 
sacred motherland," the Bulletin said. 

V sevolod Chaplin, a former spokesperson for the patriarch ... 
called Russia's nuclear weapons guardian angels that protected 
Orthodox Civilization.-Vice, 2/20 

There can be little doubt that Russia's Putin is preparing 
the nation for war on all levels-ecclesiastical, civil, and 
military. Are we prepared ourselves? 

"Our business is to conform in all modesty to what God 
has required of us; but it is our comfort at the same time to 
know that matters and men and results may be of God, even 
if apparently natural only. Our part is to commit our way to 
Him in faith" (Ways of Prov., p. 85).-T.D.C. 

Night Unto Night 
BY BRO. H. F. WICKS 

''Day unto day uttereth speech and night unto night showeth 
knowledge" (Psa. 19:2). 

One day to another, each successive day tells us about God. 
The day that is passing away proclaims the lesson which it had 
to convey from the movements of the heavens, about God, and 
thus the knowledge of God is accumulating as the days pass 
one at a time. 

Each day has its own lesson in connection with the wisdom, 
power and goodness of God, and that lesson is continued from 
one day to another. There is thus a perpetual testimony to the 
wisdom and power of the Great Creator. 

The word rendered "uttereth" means properly to pour forth, 
to pour forth copiously as a fountain, hence the word means to 
utter or declare. 

The word 'speech' means properly 'a word', and then a lesson 
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or that which speech conveys. The idea is that the successive days 
thus impart instruction, or convey lessons about God. The day does 
this by the returning light, and by the steady and sublime move
ment of the sun in the heavens and by all the disclosures which 
are made by the sun in his journeyings ... 

''.And night unto night showeth knowledge'~knowledge regard
ing God. Each successive night does this; it is done by the stars 
in their courses, in their order, their number, their ranks, their 
changes of position, their rising and setting. There are as many 
lessons conveyed to man about the greatness and majesty of God 
by the silent movements of each night as there are by the light of 
the successive days. 

The word 'showeth' in connection with knowledge means prop
erly quickeneth 'keepeth alive,' that is-the night gives a living, 
quickening knowledge, as though the contemplation of the starry 
firmament awakened deeper, more spiritual thoughts than the 
brightness of day. 

Then the Psalmist proceeds "There is no speech or language 
where their voice is not heard." The margin gives "Without these 
their voice is heard." The Hebrew is "without their voice heard." 

The idea of the marginal rendering is that when the heavens give 
expression to the majesty and glory of God, it is not by words, not 
by the use of language as is employed among men. Rosenmuller 
(a German commentator) renders it-"There is no speech to them, 
and no words, neither is their voice heard. There is a silent but 
very real testimony to the power and glory of their Great Creator." 

The idea in the A.V. which is the same as the LXX and the Vul
gate is that there is no nation, there are no men, whatever may be 
their language to whom the heavens do not speak, declaring the 
greatness and glory of God. 

The language they speak is universal, and however various are 
the languages spoken by men, however impossible it may be for men 
to understand one another, yet all can understand the language of 
the heavens, proclaiming the perfections of the Great Creator. 

This is a universal language which does not need to be expressed 
in forms of human speech, but which conveys great truths alike to 
all mankind. 

'Their voice' refers to the heavens; they speak with a clear and 
distinct voice to men; they convey to men true and just ideas of 
God's greatness the same great lessons are conveyed by the sun 
in the heavens during the day. 

These lessons are conveyed to men day by day and night by night. 
However great the diversities of speech among men, these convey 

lessons in a universal language understood by all mankind; thus God 
is constantly making himself known to all dwellers on the earth. 
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2020 HYE TEXAS FRATERNAL GATHERING (If the Lord will) 
HYE, TEXAS - Monday, July 27 - Sunday, August 2, 2020 
God willing, another Fraternal Gathering will be held at the Hye grounds this year. 
Date/Time: The 7-day gathering will formally begin with the 8:30 a.m. Business 
Meeting on Monday, July 27, and end with the 10:00 a.m. Memorial Meeting on 
Sunday, August 2 (followed by Lunch). 
Daily Bible Readings and Youth Study Class at 9:30 a.m.; Exhortation 
at 11:00 a.m.; Study Class at 1:15 p.m. on the subject of the Temple revealed 
in Ezekiel's prophecy; Public Lecture at 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday Youth Program: Information for Sunday School Scholars may be 
obtained from the Youth Superintendent: 

bro. Tim Clubb, 202 Millbank Dr, London, Ontario N6C 4Wl 
Phone: (519) 455-9962 or email: timclubb@hotmail.com 

Accommodations: We try to meet all accommodation preferences when possible. 
1. Cabins located on the grounds (no monetary charge). 
2. Tent, camper and trailer spaces on the grounds. 
3. Motel/hotel rooms (at market rates): 

a. Stonewall: Approx. 5 miles from the grounds (only one motel) 
b. Fredericksburg: Approx. 25 miles from the grounds 

(variety of hotels). 
c. Johnson City: Approx. 12 miles from the grounds 

(variety of hotels) 
Meals: Served 3 times daily on the Hye Grounds. Payments are voluntary; no 
records are kept. If you are able to pay, the contribution guidelines are- adults: 
$7.00/day, and children: $5.00/day. 
Facilities: Handicap accessible showers and restrooms are located on the grounds. 
Reply to: bro. Dan Clubb, 4015 Black Oak Drive, Carrollton, Texas, USA 75007; 
Phone: (972) 800-1858 or email: dclubb@me.com 
We extend a sincere fraternal welcome to all. 

One Hundred & Thirty Five Years Ago (Continued from page 144) 

(This book-"The Temple of Ezekiel's Prophecy"-came into existence 
through the tremendous effort, over a number of years, of bro. Sulley, as 
he sought to uncover the details of the Temple, spoken of by the prophet 
Ezekiel. This magnificent edifice will be approximately a mile square and will 
hold somewhere in the vicinity of a million worshippers at once. The outer 
and inner workmanship, beauty, magnificence, and practicability mentioned 
by bro. Sulley, will strike the reader with great force, for this building will 
be the center of God's Kingdom on earth, and from there will radiate the 
blessings of that new age. Standing so close to Christ's return, this book 
should be read by all brethren and sisters). 

2. Your perplexity as to the reported lecture of bro. Ashcroft in 
Birmingham is natural. It will vanish when you know that the 
lecture was not by ecclesial arrangement, but was delivered in 
a Board School, at the request of such as felt at liberty to act 
out of harmony with the resolution recently adopted. Time, 
with patience, will lead to a consistent form of things. (See 
item under 'Birmingham Miscellanies'). 
3. Errata - These will creep in; and they naturally strike the 
readers more than the 250 corrections that have been made. 

(Errata or printing errors-whether 135 years ago or today-are the dread of 
all printers. Regardless of all precautions, they appear on the printed page. 
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Like bro. Roberts, we are well aware of our shortcomings and sympathize 
with the reader when printing errors are missed.) 

* * * 
This issue of the Christadelphian contains the third letter of bro. Roberts 
to the Brotherhood entitled, "Third Letter to the Elect of God in a Time of 
Trouble." 

* * * 
Bro. Roberts continued his in-depth look at the life of Christ with the pre
sentation of the third chapter of his book, "Christ: His Life and Work 1,800 
Years Ago. "The title of the book was later changed to "Nazareth Revisited." 

* * * 
There is an excellent article printed on the subject of Inspiration and kindred 
subjects. As noted over the past few months, the inspiration controversy 
was, through the persevering efforts of faithful brethren and sisters, gradu
ally coming to an end. But there were still a few attempts made to keep the 
issues alive. The article "The Question of the Inspiration of the Bible," covered 
several sundry points, among which was the call to limit the influence of bro. 
Roberts and the Christadelphian magazine by establishing a "Conference 
of Delegates to undertake the responsibilities of directing the interests of 
the Truth." These things were proposed by bro. Ashcroft. In answer to the 
idea of "conferences," bro. Roberts wrote the following very strong words-

The principle of ecclesial independence has been clearly recog
nized and sacredly upheld among us hitherto as a principle vital 
to the objects of the Truth in the development of the brethren 
and sisters in the simple ways of faith, in preparation for the 
coming of Christ. The abandonment of this principle-the 
surrender of self-government into the hands of a "confer
ence"-would be a long further stride towards the apostacy 
from apostolic principles which many fear is already begun in 
our midst. To consent to such a machinery would be to create 
an abstraction which would work mischief in a variety of ways. 
Worse still, it would put into the hands of those who are at home 
in the carnal art of factious organization, and manipulating of 
votes, a machinery which would inevitably work for the cor
ruption and destruction of the Truth in its faith and practice. It 
would organize a tyranny over ecclesial and individual life. It, 
at the same time, would open out a sphere at present closed to 
ecclesiastical ambitions. "Presidents" and "secretaries" would 
acquire a factitious importance that would soon ripen into the 
pretensions of clericalism. It is all very well for brethren to meet 
as spiritual units, to hold intercourse on the basis of the Truth 
alone, on the model of fraternal gatherings such as frequently 
take place: in this there is advantage and profit. Introduce 
the "delegate" feature ... and you will introduce a leaven of 
corruption that will slowly work destruction and death. (Bro. 
Roberts then quoted from the "Ecclesial Guide, Sect. 44--Fra
ternal Gatherings from various places'). 

Further on this subject, bro. Roberts quoted from the writings of bro. Thomas 
on this same point-

We have no "conferences" ... Their influence is evil in the absence 
of divine authority and wisdom to enlighten and keep things 
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straight. They are ecclesiastical schemes for the promotion of 
the hireling system, and for the working out oflay and clerical 
systems. We protest against them all as incipient tyrannies. 

(On this point, we would like to refer our readers to the "Berean Basis of 
Fellowship" on the subject of "Conferences." Our position, as was bro. 
Thomas' and bro. Roberts', is clearly marked out there.) 

* * * 
Bro. Roberts' editorial comments on world events were very poignant this 
month, and his remarks are valuable today-

During the last month or two, there has been a great revival 
of interest in the signs among the brethren. This is natural 
perhaps; but it would be more reasonable if this interest were 
always alive and not dependent upon striking events. 
The signs of the times scripturally discerned (that is, with the 
breadth of view that embraces the past centuries of God's work 
in the earth, and the cordiality of conviction that springs from 
the certainty of God having spoken), have been steadily visible 
and increasingly growing from year to year for many years past. 
They are unmistakable to such as watch with a scriptural 
intelligence, but their evolution is slow and gradual, and 
proximately natural; and therefore they are only manifest to 
attentive and loving observation. "It is evident that Christ is 
near," say many now (in the presence ofthreatenedAnglo-Rus
sian collision), that were irresponsive to the idea when there 
was nothing to be seen but the steady current of events leading 
in that direction. It is well to see attention to such decided 
indications. But the sorrow is that people who wake up only 
at such times are liable to go to sleep again if events begin to 
quiet down again; or when they have been long enough before 
the public mind for the essence of novelty to wear off. 
We are, doubtless, in the presence of more distinct tokens of 
the Lord's approach than this generation has previously wit
nessed. England hopelessly entangled in Egypt, and Russia 
advancing India-wards, at the risk of war with England, are 
both circumstances of the most promising nature. There is 
the uncertainty as to how long before Gog's overthrow, Christ 
appears to his house in judgment. That he does appear some 
time before, is certain, from the fact that when that overthrow 
occurs, the saints are with him; but we have no knowledge of 
the length of time. It may be a considerable time, or it may be 
a short time. 

(Bro. Roberts' indication in these remarks is that we must be watching CON
STANTL V the world events around us, as they herald the return of Christ. We 
must NOT relax our vigil for one moment, else we may be caught unawares. 
To be looking at the signs of the times only when an outstanding event occurs 
and then, once the excitement is over, to return to a position of half-hearted 
interest, is the wrong approach. Let us be always up and watching every 
event, for they speak clearly that the day of redemption is at hand!) 

* * * 
The following were the 'Signs of the Times' items that bro. Roberts was 
referring to in his editorial comments: 
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Prospect of war between England and Egypt-
Russia has been emboldened to take a position of menace to
wards India in advance of what she formerly occupied. Demands 
have been made by the British Cabinet upon Russia, which the 
British nation has made up its mind it cannot accept the refusal 
of, and which Russia has declared she cannot comply with. 

The Russian advance and its political bearings-
The exact circumstances leading to the apprehensions expressed 
in these words were described last month - the advance of 
Russian troops into the disputed territory, instead of the ar
rival of the members of the Russian Commission to peacefully 
examine and to agree upon the boundary (between Afghanistan 
and newly acquired Russian territories). War between the two 
countries, although originating in a central Asian dispute, and 
breaking out first in Afghanistan, would mean war between 
them everywhere. It is, in fact, feared by some that Russia is 
trying to concentrate England's attention on the Indian frontier, 
while she pursues her objects in the West. 

(We cannot help but note the same approach is made by Russia today! She 
conquers either by devious stealth or open conflict! When it comes to con
quest there are no rules, for she makes her own!) 

* * * 
Birmingham Miscellanies-

There has been little of a gratifying nature during the last 
month-apart, that is to say, from the perennial gratifications 
more or less always associated with the path of duty, and the 
recollections of the Lord and his work (past and coming) in the 
breaking of bread. Local circumstances and conditions are in 
the depressed state resulting from the ventilation of the doc
trine of partial inspiration. We trust in God to emerge from the 
cloud by-and-bye. A section of the brethren made the unhappy 
mistake of inviting bro. Ashcroft to lecture outside ecclesial 
arrangements, in moral, if not in technical contradiction to the 
position to which they consented by the resolution adopted. 
This has not helped to smooth matters, but otherwise. Still, 
we must not despair. A wise and conciliatory course on the part 
of such as are inclined, from lack of full knowledge, to favour 
bro. Ashcroft's cause, may save us from anything worse than 
a trial of patience. 

(Many times the faithful effort to keep the Truth pure seems to be overlooked, 
when there are those who are inclined, from lack of knowledge, to favor a 
wrong cause. To these patience has to be exhibited, with the hope that all 
things will work out. All we can do, as bro. Roberts indicated, is our best and 
then wait prayerfully for the Truth to shine forth. If it does not, than action 
has to be taken.) 

* * * 
Editor's Diary of Sunday Work-

March 1: Temperance Hall, Birmingham. Fine morning: large 
meeting. The reading from the Psalms gave us a synopsis of 
Israel's history, suggesting to us that this history is the history 
of God's work on the earth - a work not yet done. 
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March 15: Peterborough. Travelled on Saturday, early in the 
day, for the sake of a little needed rest , accompanied by sis. 
Roberts. Walked out in the afternoon among the fields and lanes 
in the suburbs, the quiet of which is cheering to the jaded mind. 
Met the brethren next morning. The weather has nothing to do 
with the matter: but all are aware that fine weather is helpful 
to mental cheer. There will be plenty ofit in the Kingdom, with 
every other good thing. Good weather was one of the promised 
blessings to Israel: bad weather can be a sore affliction, as the 
world in sin too often finds. 

* * * 
Different Bible Lectures 135 Years Ago 

"The Mystery of the Woman and the Beast that Carries Her" 
'The Hope Laid up in Heaven" 
"Impending Changes Among the Nations" 
'The Day of the Lord, Great and Very Terrible" 
"Equality with the Angels" 
''Paul's Good Determination: for I Determined to Know Nothing else 
among You But Jesus Christ and Him Crucified" 

'The Gospel Preached by Jesus Christ and His Apostles; a Divine 
Political Administration of Human Affairs Upon the Earth" 

'The Devil of the Bible: His Origin and Doom" 
'The Gateway to Immortality - Death or Resurrection?" 
"In My Father's House are Many Mansions" 
"An Understanding of the Old Testament Essential to a Correct 
New Testament Faith" 

"God's Remedy for Man's Disease" 
"If Salvation be of the Jews Only, How May We Gentiles Obtain it?" 

March Answers-Faith 
1. Just (Rom. 1:17) 
2. Blood (Rom. 3:25) 
3. Grace (Epb. 2:8) 
4. Patience (Jam. 1:3) 
5. Children (Deut. 32:20) 
6. Faith (Rom. 1:17) 
7. Righteousness (Rom. 4:5) 
8. Baptism (Eph . 4:5) 
9. Finisher (Heb. 12:2) 

10. Impossible (Heb. 11:6) 
11. Void (Rom. 3:31) 
12. Word (Rom. 10:8) 
13. Unity (Eph . 4:13) 
14. Kingdoms (Heb. 11:33) 
15. Whole (Matt. 9:22) 
16. Enoch (Heb. 11:5) 
17. Hearing (Rom. 10:17) 
18. Shield (Eph. 6:16) 
19. Unfeigned (2 Tim. 1:5) 
20. Mustard seed (Lk. 17:6) 
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21. Works (Jam. 2:20) 
22. Heirs (Jam. 2:5) 
23. Grounded (Col. 1:23) 
24. Erred (1 Tim. 6:21) 
25. Earth (Lk. 18:8) 
26. Sara (Heb. 11:11) 
27. Charity (1 Cor. 13:13) 
28. Labour (1 Thess. 1:3) 
29. Substance (Heb. 11:1) 
30. Prayed (Lk. 22:32) 
31. Standest (Rom. 11:20) 
32. Sight (2 Cor. 5:7) 
33. Denied (Rev. 2:13) 
34. Jericho (Heb. 11:30) 
35. Power (Acts 6:8) 
36. Sin (Rom. 14:23) 
37. Goodness (Gal. 5:22) 
38. Virtue (2 Pet. 1:5) 
39. Sick (Jam. 5:15) 
40. Opened (Acts 14:27) 
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One Hundred & Thirty-Five Years Ago 
The Chiistadelphian, Apdl, 1885 

There are three interesting items under the 'Notes' section of the Christa
delphian for April , 1885. 

1. The Ezekiel Temple Plans - Bro. Sulley writes that he had 
hoped to have been able to send for this number a prospectus 
of the book he is getting ready for publication, with plans of 
the Ezekiel Temple. But recent events have so unhinged him 
that he has not been able to get it ready. He is, however, able 
to say that it will be a quarto volume of over a hundred pages 
of clear type printed on superior paper, and bound in the best 
style. The plans will be separately printed from stone and 
inserted in the book. 

(Continued on page 139) 

BIBLE PUZZLE-Connect Dress with Person 
1. Greaves 
2. Bonnets 
3. Old shoes 
4. Little coat 
5. White robes 
6. Hat & hosen 
7. Fisher's coat 
8. Graveclothes 
9. 'I\velve pieces 

10. Coats of skins 
11. Golden girdle 
12. Blind & naked 
13. Leather girdle 
14. Royal apparel 
15. Curious girdle 
16. Without seam 
1 7. Suit of apparel 
18. Shook raiment 
19. Veil on his face 
20. Old cast clouts 
Abednego 
Adam &Eve 
Ahijah 
David's messengers 
Dorcas 
Elijah 
Elijah, John 
Ezra,Job 
Gibeonites 
Goliath 

Herod, Mordecai 
High Priest 
Isaiah 
Jehoiachin 
J eremiah 
J esus 
J esus 
Joab 
Job 
Joshua 

21. Cut off in midst 
22. Filthy garments 
23 . Prison garments 
24. Rent his mantle 
25 . Purple & scarlet 
26. Collar of my coat 
27. Covered with veil 
28. Veil full of barley 
29. Widow's garment 
30. Mourning apparel 
31. Coats & garments 
32. Naked & barefoot 
33. Clothes at his feet 
34. Blood in his shoes 
35. Girded loins & ran 
36. Swaddling clothes 
37. Love long clothing 
38. Put not off clothes 
39. Bind on thy sandals 
40. Washed not clothes 
Laodiceans Peter 
Lazarus Priests 
Mephibosheth Rebekah, Tamar 
Micah's Levite Ruth 
Moses Samuel 
Mystery Scribes 
Nehemiah Son of Man 
Paul Souls under altar 
Paul Tamar 
Peter Woman ofTekoah 
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