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Goldthwaite, TX. 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Greetings in our shared Hope of the Truth in Christ Jesus. 

With 2020 in our past, we look forward to the upcoming year when, if the 
Lord wills, we will be able to re-establish normal meetings throughout our 

fellowship. Though the pandemic has certainly been disruptive to us all, it 
has in some respects, been a blessing, for it has allowed us to meet online 
together for Sunday School, Memorial, Bible classes and weekend study 
classes with brothers and sisters in various ecclesias. We thank our 
Heavenly Father for being able to communicate in fellowship this way 
with so many. 

In May 2020, when the “shelter in place” order expired here in Texas, the 
Goldthwaite ecclesia began meeting outdoors at the home of bro Glenn 

and sis Julie Rhoades. We did this throughout the summer and into 
November, when it became too cold to continue. During those meetings 
we were regularly visited by bro Richard and sis Cherry Wolfe, and on 
more than one occasion sis Robin, sis Tabitha and sis Jordan Hurst, as well 
as sis Ruby Wolfe while she lived at the Rhoades’ house. Bro Scott and 
sis Lara Ricks, sis Juanita Hurst and sis Maria Bilello have also joined us 
via Zoom from time to time. 

On the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, we hosted the annual November 

gathering virtually, which allowed us to have speaking brothers from 
various locations: bro Peter Small from Australia, bro Evans Wekesa from 
Kenya, bro Mike Jasionowski from Florida, bro Fred Higham from 
Michigan and bro Scott Ricks from North Carolina. We are thankful for 
their supportive words. 

In the month of December with the infection rate continuing to rise we 
joined with the Richard ecclesia in their virtual meeting for Sunday School 
and the Memorial Meeting and are continuing to do so as of the time of 
this writing. It has been an uplifting and edifying experience to meet with 

them for our small ecclesia. 

The first Hye Quarterly for 2021 was on February 6 and 7, which was the 
Goldthwaite ecclesia’s turn to host. Once again, we thank our Heavenly 
Father for giving us the means to meet virtually with so many brothers and 
sisters. A special thanks to bro Seth Brown of the Austin ecclesia for 
leading the Sunday School class on Daniel and to bro Matt Walsh of the 
Richard ecclesia for delivering words of exhortation. 
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There is, however, a bit of sad news to report. On January 24, 2021 the 
ecclesia received a letter from bro Joey Hall that he was leaving the 
fellowship for personal reasons. We encouraged bro Joey to re-consider 
his decision and hope at some point in the future he will re-consider, and, 

if the Lord wills, we will be here to assist him in finding his way back to 
following Christ. 

On a happier note, there is another silver lining in the “pandemic cloud”; 
it has been the commencement of a weekly Bible Class every Saturday 
morning with the Namanjalala ecclesia in Kenya. This has been very 
beneficial and rewarding to members of both ecclesias and are thankful 
and blessed to have made their acquaintance. We especially enjoy when 
the brothers, sisters and Sunday school scholars sing a hymn in Swahili, at 

the end of each class. Lord willing, we will continue to hold these classes 
as long as we are able. 

On behalf of the brothers and sisters of the Goldthwaite ecclesia, 

May we be friends forever! 

Your brother in Christ, Len Naglieri 

 

Philippines 
Recorder 
 

Our dearest Bereans, 
 
Elpis greetings to all! Hoping that you are all well while reading this news 
from the oldest province of the Philippines: AKLAN, the heart of our 
country. 
 
We are so grateful to Yahweh because of His care and love for the past 2 
years in the Truth. And we can't forget the efforts of bre. Glendon Rhoades 

and Terry Readman, being patient in enhancing my knowledge and 
enlightenment. Especially when me and my wife were personally 
interviewed, in order to confirm our beliefs in the Truth and be baptized 
into Christ on April 13, 2019 and receive the right hand of fellowship. 
 
Although we are not seen by you face-to-face, it's an opportunity to thank 
you all who always encourage us to be steadfast, immovable, and always 

abounding in the Faith. Especially to those who seriously put some 
personal efforts and pray for us. Your labor is not in vain in the Lord! 
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Despite the fact that we cannot be with the other sisters on the other side 
of the river (the valley), we are daily meditating on God's Word, doing our 
readings which greatly influenced our family and helped us cope up with 
the local situation. I can only focus on my family's spiritual nourishment 

right now. 
 
We will see you soon when Jesus Christ finally returns and reign here on 
earth. Be strong and of good courage! Warm hugs of brotherly love to all! 
 
"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." (Romans 8:18) 

 
In Hope and in Truth, 
 
bro. Will Manares 

 

Editorial 

 
As the month of March closed out, we see the nations again sinking into 
hostilities towards each other.  President Biden of the US. used an 
intelligence report which claimed that Russia assisted former President 
Trump in the 2020 election (though it failed to explain how) to call 
President Putin a “killer” who would “pay a price” for election muddling.  
President Putin responded by pulling Russia’s ambassador to the US., and 
then challenged President Biden to discuss the matter with him publicly.  

At the time of this writing, President Biden says he is too busy to discuss 
the matter with Russia.  Fox News reported: 

“Officials from Russia’s U.S. embassy in Washington warned 
Thursday that President Biden’s public criticism of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin had put strained relations between the two 
nations "under the threat of collapse." 
 
“Anatoly Antonov, Russia’s ambassador to the United States, will 

return to Moscow on March 20 "to discuss ways to rectify Russia-
U.S. ties that are in crisis," officials said. The embassy said the 
decision was driven by recent remarks from top US officials, days 
after President Biden said during a televised interview that he agreed 
Putin was a "killer." 

“‘The unconstructive course of the Administration towards our 
country does not meet the interests of Russia and the United States, 
while certain ill-considered statements of high-ranking U.S. officials 



185 

 

have put the already excessively confrontational relations under the 

threat of collapse,’ the Russian embassy said in a statement.” 

Meanwhile, planned talks with China also broke down very quickly.  In 
the first meeting between China and the Biden Administration, things 
broke down quite quickly.  Again, Fox News reported: 

“A U.S. official accused Chinese leaders of "grandstanding" during 
contentious bilateral talks in Alaska Thursday, according to a report.  
 
“‘The Chinese delegation ... seems to have arrived intent on 
grandstanding, focused on public theatrics and dramatics over 
substance,’ the official, who asked to remain anonymous, told 
reporters in Anchorage, according to Reuters. ‘They made that clear 

by promptly violating protocol.’ 
 
“He added that ‘exaggerated diplomatic presentations often are aimed 
at a domestic audience.’”  

 
The Chinese accused Americans of interfering in China’s internal 
interests, in regards to China’s violation of its treating with Great Britain 
concerning Hong Kong, China’s aggressive stance towards Taiwan, and 

American insistence that the China Sea remain open to international 
navigation, including American War Ships. 
 
And on the third hostile front, while the Biden Administration has made 
overtures towards Iran and the reinstitution of the JCPoA, or the Iranian 
Peace agreement, Iran has to this point, appeared unwilling to budge off 
of their demands that the US first retract all sanctions, and pay Iran for the 

losses they suffered due to the sanctions. 
 
Such are the games we may expect to see continue as the world rushes 
towards its destiny.  But all this posturing by would-be emperors and 
tyrants is for naught.  It is necessary moves by the pawns of the world to 
accomplish the great plan of God Almighty. 

Psa. 2:2-6  “The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 

counsel together, against the LORD, and against His anointed, 
saying,  Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us.  He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall 
have them in derision.  Then shall He speak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex them in His sore displeasure.   Yet have I set My king upon 
My holy hill of Zion.” 
 

 In this month’s Berean, we will look at what the Bible says will be the 

result of God’s plan for the earth.  We will see that it was His intent from 
the beginning, to grant the possession of the earth to His faithful servant 
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Abraham, and his seed.  The seed was Christ, and those who are baptized 
into Christ.   
 
It is hard to imagine that there could be a more insignificant group of 

people such as the faithful followers of Abraham and Christ.  To believe 
that they will, at some point in the near future, confound the high and 
mighty around us and rule the world, takes great faith.  To say it out loud 
to the world around us, brings scoffings and incredulence. 
 
Abraham was, at the peak of his power, a small group of 300 or so men 
who defeated five ancient kings.  David was taken from among the sheep, 

the youngest of his father’s sons.  Saul, though impressive in stature, when 
chosen by God to lead Israel, was rejected by the same high and mighty 
people who had clamored to Samuel for a King.   
 
God has demonstrated to us throughout the Scriptures that His intent was 
to display to all the world, His might, His power, and above all, His 
righteousness in the events of the latter days.  As He told the apostle Paul,  

2 Cor. 12:9  “And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 

for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
 

The weakness and pitifulness of man is fundamental in recognizing the 
righteousness of God.  The first condition of divine approach is the 
recognition that human nature can of itself accomplish or do nothing, and 
is only fit for destruction.  Human glorification has no part in God 
manifestation.  And God manifestation is the plan and purpose of God,  

that the whole world may know and understand Deity. 
 
Bro. Thomas believed that the formation of the Rainbowed Angel, or the 
divine army of Christ and the Saints will be known to the world, 

“But, it cannot be supposed that, in our time of this, or the rising 
generation, when that ubiquitous personage “our own correspondent” 
is peering and prying into all corners and by-ways of the inhabited 

earth, so extraordinary an Elohistic Power can have been developed; 
rejected candidates for constituency therein, cast forth and driven 
away into exile with shame and contempt into the countries ruled by 
the Devil and his Angels, to be there tormented with the world, until 
they have paid justice all it may demand (Matt. 18:34, 35; 22:13; 
25:41, 46; 1 Cor. 11:32); so wonderful a transformation of the 
wilderness and desert section of the land promised to Abraham into a 
well-watered umbrageous paradise, can have been created; and the 

hitherto untamed and ferocious tribes of Midian, Kedar, Cushan and 
the rocky Arabia, have become its enlightened, docile, and joyous, 
inhabitants: it cannot, I say, be supposed, that all this can have been 
developed in sight almost of that grand and important work, the Suez 
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Canal, and not have become the great and absorbing theme of 
speculative wonder in all the newspapers and cabinets of the world.”  

 
But the world is being conditioned to see uprisings in the Arab world, and 

to treat them as all but irrelevant when considered next to the great powers 
of the world.  For instance, how many people know that the most 
aggressive war in the world today is being fought in Yemen?  It is a battle 
between the Wahabi Moslems, and the Houthi Moslems.  But for the most 
part, the world is doing its best to ignore it.  So, we can consider the rise 
of the Angel Power from Sinai to follow a similar path.   
 

Oh, the world will see it.  They will discuss it in their cabinets.  And they 
will marvel over it, as they did with Colonel Lawrence—Lawrence of 
Arabia— who was able to unite the Arabs in overthrowing the Turks.  But 
certainly, they will imagine in their exaggerated self importance,  such a 
power doesn’t create a threat to any of the “real” powers of the earth!  
These nations will continue to make plans to cut up the Middle East for 
their own self-aggrandizement, while the Angel power takes aim at 
reclaiming the land promised to Abraham. 

 
The end is certain.  The nations will be defeated at the hands of Christ and 
the Saints.  The Seven Shepherds and Eight Principal men (or 8 
commanders, or 8 princes) under the instruction of Jesus Anointed will 
reclaim first Jerusalem, then the land promised to Abraham, and finally 
the whole world.  It will only be after the world is subjugated to the Fair 
and Righteous Judge of the earth, that the vain saber rattling, and 

boisterous threats coming from the mouths of the world leaders, such as 
we opened this editorial with, will stop 
 
Until that time, we watch quietly as every step the world takes, leads them 
one step closer to Armageddon.  It is curious, is it not, how that the 
previous President, Donald Trump, promised a quick and sure military 
response to any aggressive agitation from other nations.  And it was said 

that he was too pugnacious, too bold, and that he set the world on a course 
for war.  So his successor comes along, President Joe Biden, promising to 
heal the breaches created by former President Trump, yet the breaches 
continue to grow more fierce and more serious each day. 
 
It all shows that the events are truly out of the hands of men.  God has 
determined—thousands of years ago—the events that are now taking 
place, and man has no ability to alter it, try as he may. 

Dan. 4:17  “This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the 
demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may 
know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.”  



188 

 

The Prince of Peace 

 

ISAIAH CHAPTERS SEVEN, EIGHT, AND NINE TO VERSE 

SEVEN by G. V. Growcott 
 
These chapters are very much about Christ- 

7: “A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son . . .” 
 
8: “I and the children Yahweh hath given me . . .” 
 
9: “Unto us a child is born . . .” 

 

It was in the time of king Ahaz of Judah, son of the good Jotham, father of 
the good Hezekiah. Ahaz himself is pictured as the worst king Judah ever 
had, even worse over-all than Manasseh— 

“He made molten images for Baalim . . . He burnt incense in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom . . . he burnt his children in the fire after 
the abominations of the heathen whom the Lord had cast out” (2 Chr. 
28:2-3). 

 
Yet it was to him that these marvelous prophecies were given. 
 
It was about 730 BC: three hundred years after David’s day. Under Uzziah 
and Jotham (who preceded him), Judah had been very strong. But under 
Ahaz, God brought it very low. Syria defeated him and carried away a 
great multitude of captives and took much territory. Israel fought him and 

slew 120,000 in one day. Edom smote him and carried away captives. The 
Philistines took away much of his land (2 Kgs. 16:6; 2 Chr. 28:5-6, 17-
20). 
 
As Isaiah chapter 7 opens, Syria and Israel (v. 1) have combined to finally 
crush Judah and set up their own king there, and it appears many in Judah 
itself were sympathetic to this design. Ahaz and all the people are deathly 
afraid (v. 2). At this point, God sends Isaiah to tell Ahaz not to fear (v. 3). 

God had used Israel and Syria to punish wicked Judah, but when they plan 
to destroy the House of David and set up their own king (v. 6), they went 
too far. Even heathen rulers, when in their conquests they appointed kings 
of Judah, kept to the royal line of the House of David. This would be God’s 
over-ruling Providence, because of His promise. 
 
Ahaz is assured (v. 8) that within sixty-five years, Ephraim (Israel) would 

be completely blotted out. Actually, the nation was destroyed as such, and 
much of the people carried captive to Assyria within fifteen years, in the 
early years of Ahaz’s son Hezekiah, but many were left, who later mocked 
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the appeals of Hezekiah (2 Chr. 30:10). The sixty-five years include later 
attritions by Assyria, and the bringing in by the Assyrian king Esarhaddon 
of an alien people to fill the land (who became known as the Samaritans). 

“If ye (Ahaz) will not believe (this promise of protection and 

deliverance), surely ye shall not be established” (v. 9). 
 
Judah was in terrible straits: powerless, greatly diminished, and threatened 
with extinction. Faith at such a time was difficult, especially for a wicked 
and faithless man like Ahaz: so, God made him a tremendous offer never 
made to anyone else, before or since— 

“Ask any sign you wish: in the depth, or in the height” (v. 11). 

 
But Ahaz said: “I will not tempt the Lord” (v. 12). This was absolute 
hypocrisy. He did not want the sign. He did not want to believe. He did 
not want to submit to God, which accepting the offer would involve. He 
wanted to go his own way. God was very angry (v. 13). Then, surprisingly, 
comes one of the major prophecies of the entire Scriptures— 

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name IMMANUEL” ( v. 14). 

 
It is notable (v. 13) that God had addressed Ahaz as the “House of David.” 
As an individual he was a miserable nothing, but officially he comprised 
in his day the House of David, which is great in God’s Purpose. This sign 
was the sign of all signs to that House. Hezekiah would be about ten years 
old at this time and would very likely be present. It was a Sign for all 
generations: especially those since its fulfillment in Christ. 

 
This unique event of all history—the central Key to the Divine Plan—was 
hinted at from the very beginning, in the Promise to Eve that the Savior of 
mankind should be the Seed of the Woman, rather than of the Man. But it 
had never before been plainly expressed. 
 
And not only was he to be the child of a virgin (a special creation, outside 

the course of nature): he was to be mor—his Name was to be 
Immanuel: “God With Us”: The Divine Mystery of God-Manifestation, 
first in Christ, then in a multitude of his brethren. 

“Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, 
and choose the good” (v. 15). 

 
It is notable that the Child of the virgin had to go through a process of 
learning to enable him to refuse evil and choose good. It is also notable 

that he was potentially able to choose the evil. Neither of this could 
possibly be true of an eternal, omnipotent “trinitarian” god pretending to 
be a man. God knows all things eternally; God cannot be tempted. 
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The meaning of “butter and honey” is clear from the fact that they are what 
gave Christ the knowledge to choose the way of right. That can only be 
the Word of God. There are many references in Scripture to eating, 
digesting, assimilating and ruminating upon the Word, so the figure is both 

clear and familiar. Honey is the sweetness, butter is the richness, of the 
Word. The Spirit of Christ in the Psalms says— 

“Thy words are sweeter than honey to my mouth” (119:103). 
 
We are familiar with the expression: “The sincere (pure) milk of the 
Word.” Butter, of course, is the best and richness of the milk. In the Song 
of Songs, the Bridegroom says to the Bride— 

“Honey and milk are under thy tongue” (4:11). 
referring to speaking in pure harmony with the Word and mind of God. 
Christ alone perfectly fulfilled this choosing of good and refusing of 
evil. That perfection was the heart and essence of his power and his 
victory: his outstanding characteristic and qualification. No one has ever 
approached near to him in this respect. 

“Before the child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings” (v. 

16). 
 
What land and what kings? It might appear to refer to Syria and Israel, the 
then combined enemy. And doubtless it did refer to them in an immediate 
sense. But their two separate kingdoms did not constitute a “land” or 
“nation.” And clearly, in speaking of Christ, and of events seven hundred 
years distant, God is speaking on a larger scale. The land “abhorred” or 

despised by the faithless Ahaz was the Land: and before the infancy of 
Christ, both the kingdoms of Israel and Judah should be terminated, and 
so they were. In the Divine Purpose, Syria was a non-entity. The two 
wicked kings were those of Israel and Judah: including Ahaz himself. This 
would appear clear from the next verse— 

“The Lord shall bring upon thee, and thy people, and thy house” (v. 
17). 

 
And what was the Lord to bring? “The king of Assyria.” At this time, 
about 730 BC, under the mighty Tiglath-pileser, or Pul, Assyria’s last great 
period of power began, until it declined about 650 BC, and Babylon 
destroyed Nineveh in 612 BC. This immediate period contains the first 
scriptural reference to Assyria since Genesis (except Balaam’s prophecy 
in Numbers 24:22-24). 
 

In rejection of the Immanuel Sign was the beginning of the end of the 
nation’s entity, just as the rejection of Immanuel himself was the 
culmination of that end. Ahaz, faced with the greatest offer of evidence 
ever made by God, chose to reject God and rely on man. He called on 
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Assyria to help him (2 Kgs. 16:7). This was a fatal step. Judah never again 
was truly free from the dark shadow of foreign domination (though under 
Josiah, when Assyria weakened, there was practical independence, for a 
twilight period, in the closing mercies of God on the nation). 

 
But for Ahaz, the helper immediately became the master. The call for help 
was an offer of submission and vassalage. It is possible Ahaz had already 
made contact with Assyria, when Isaiah brought the Divine message. It 
appears certain that the course was at least in his mind and determination. 
So, it was decreed that his sin should be his downfall, and his unholy 
alliance should become his bondage— 

“The Lord shall bring upon thee . . . the king of Assyria” (v. 17). 
 
Little did Ahaz realize the dreadful scourge he had called forth. 
 
God refers (v. 18) to the Assyrian and Egyptian armies He would bring, as 
bees and flies. Not the mild flies as we know them, but a voracious 
devouring insect that constituted one of the deadly plagues and is to this 
day a terrible scourge in Africa. And not our relatively mild bees, but the 

lethal wild killer bees of Africa and the Mideast, which attack without 
provocation anything that moves, and that are today an imported and 
growing plague in South America. There is clearly an interesting relation 
of thought between the famed honey of the Holy Land—both temporal and 
spiritual—and the fierce, God-sent Assyrian bees which would take it all 
away. 

“The Lord shall shave with a hired razor, even the king of 

Assyria” (v. 20). 
 
To shave is to make absolutely bare, to utterly remove the glory, for hair 
and beard are symbols of beauty and dignity. To shave is to purify, as the 
Nazarite and leper (Num. 6:18; Lev. 14:8). 
 
Ahaz himself had hired the razor, robbing the Temple to raise the tribute 

(2 Kgs. 16:8), so this was the instrument God used for his and Judah’s 
punishment. There is a powerful lesson for all here. In perfect justice God 
allows our own willfulness and folly to chasten us, and (hopefully) to teach 
us the wisdom that exactly as we sow, we reap. 
 
The rest of this chapter (Isa. 7:21-25) is both interesting and obscure. 
Clearly it speaks of the desolation of the land, and the coming of invaders. 
But it also obviously speaks in veiled language of spiritual things: promise 

as well as judgment—a remnant that prospers in a certain way amid the 
general desolation; a fruitfulness amid a barrenness. 

“It shall come to pass in that day (the day of heathen oppression), that 
a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep” (v. 21). 
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“Young cow” is “heifer” elsewhere, and our minds go to the “red heifer” 
whose sacrificial ashes cleansed from defilement: clearly a type of 
Jesus. “And two sheep”: the two folds of the faithful that make up the one 

true flock. 
 
The “butter and honey” (v. 22) that all the remnant eat who remain “in 
the land” must be the same butter and honey that guided and nourished 
Immanuel in verse 15. 
 
The “briars and thorns” are the wicked nation, reverted to its fierce and 

useless and destructive natural animal state. “Briars and thorns” are a 
common scriptural symbol of wild and unfruitful people, especially those 
upon whom cultivation has been expended without result (v. 23). 
 
The “arrows and bows” (v. 24) are the invaders God sends upon the land 
because of the briar-and-thorn condition. 
 
But still (v. 25) above the lower level of briars and thorns that cover the 

land in general, “hills” arise that are diligently cultivated and productive, 
and where the briars and thorns cannot come and are not feared. These 
little hills of faithful fruitfulness in the general barrenness of the nation, 
are for the “sending forth of oxen,” the zealously laboring apostles and 
preachers of the Gospel. And the “lesser cattle” (Revised Version: sheep) 
are the flock of the redeemed— 

“Feed my sheep” (Jn. 21:16). 

 
Chapter 8 begins a new but related matter. It deals with the birth of Isaiah’s 
second son (another sign), which is both a type of, and contrast with, the 
virgin’s son Immanuel. 

“Take thee a great roll and write in it with a man’s pen” (v. 1). 
 
Actually, it should be “tablet,” as in Revised Version, and not “roll.” And 

it should be “graving tool,” as it is translated in Exodus 32:4, not “pen.” It 
is a “great” tablet: it is important, and it must be clear and prominent. 
 
“A man’s graving tool.” This is a direct contrast with Immanuel, whose 
graving was of God, and not man— 

“Upon one stone shall be seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave the 
graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts. And I will remove the iniquity 
of that land in one day” (Zech. 3:9). 

 
No “man’s graving tool” could be used on God’s Altar (Ex. 20:25). 

“Write concerning Maher-shalal-hash-baz” (the son’s name: “Speed 
the spoil: hasten the prey”) (v. 1). 
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And (v. 2) he took “faithful” (sure, dependable) witnesses, Ahaz’s own 
men, Uriah (2 Kgs. 16:10) and Zechariah (2 Chr. 29:1), for this was a sign 
to Ahaz. He went in unto the prophetess (v. 3), and she bore him a son, to 

be named Maher-shalal-hash-baz. In less than two years (v. 4), before this 
child could say “Mother” or “Father,” the king of Assyria would subdue 
and plunder both Syria and Israel. This would be of God, without Ahaz 
making himself dependent on Assyria. Ahaz need but trust and wait. But 
he did not. He trusted on the cruel and treacherous Assyrians, the power 
of the world, rather than on the living and faithful God. So, God 
continues— 

“Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go 
softly . . . the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the river (the 
Euphrates) . . . even the king of Assyria” (vs. 6-7). 

 
The “waters of Shiloah” were Jerusalem’s water supply, arising from 
never-failing springs in the rock under the Temple area, between Mts. Zion 
and Moriah: The Royal mount and the Priestly mount. Shiloah means 
“Sent.” There is much significance and fitting type here. Clearly these 

gentle, steady, life-giving waters of the Holy City portray the Word—both 
written and incarnate. And the Name Shiloh or Shiloah is appropriately 
applied to Christ, who was “Sent” for Salvation and Life by the love of 
God to man. These waters used exactly as instructed, in believing 
obedience to Christ, gave sight to the blind (Jn. 9:7). 
 
The Euphrates goes back to the beginning of the Bible story. It was part of 

the life-giving waters of the Garden of Eden and will be part of that Garden 
again. But in Isaiah’s day it was the enemy, the mighty Assyrian nation at 
crest-flood: a rushing, overflowing torrent, drowning all the surrounding 
nations. 
 
The Assyrian was a military, plundering desolator, who boasted of his 
plundering (Isa. 10:13-14). In more recent times the overflowing 

Euphrates stood for another plundering desolator, the once-fearsome Turk 
now dried up and impotent, according to the infallible divine fiat. 
 
Isaiah plainly told Ahaz (v. 8) what his newly bought “friend” would do: 
overflow Judah “even to the neck,” and “fill the breadth of thy land, O 
Immanuel.” This he did in Ahaz’s son Hezekiah’s day, up to the neck, but 
the head was saved by the miraculous destruction of the Assyrian army. 
This was typical of the victory of Messiah’s day, when the latter-day 

Assyrian would again overflow the land even to the neck. And the prophet 
looks forward to that time (v. 9), challenging the whole Assyrian world, in 
the spirit of Psalm 2, to associate against God’s King on His holy Zion 
hill, and declaring their utter destruction. 
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“Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought. Speak the word, 
and it shall not stand: for Immanuel—G0D IS WITH US!” (v. 10). 

 
The struggle between the Assyrian and the Holy City has raged from that 

day to this, with the Assyrian always in the ascendancy. But Immanuel 
will at last prevail. It is the picture we find so often, as Micah 5— 

“This Man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our 
land. And when he shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise 
against him seven shepherds, and eight princes of men. And they shall 
waste the land of Assyria with the sword” (Mic. 5:5-6). 

 

Beginning at verse 11, the chapter goes into spiritual things, and has 
largely to do with the mission of Christ, past and future- 

“Walk not in the way of this people” (v. 11). 
 
That is, Come out, be separate. The nation would reject Immanuel, as we 
see in the next few verses, but the faithful remnant is called out. 

“Say ye not, A confederacy: neither fear ye their fear” (v. 12). 
 

Heed no calls for defensive or apprehensive union with the worldly and 
ungodly; nor even fear the fears that motivate these moves. The flesh fears, 
and associates for strength. The people of God fear nothing and have calm 
confidence; “Perfect love casteth out fear” (1 Jn. 4:18). 
 
Keep separate, and (v. 13) “Sanctify” (that is, promote the holiness on 
earth of) the Lord, by your separateness and holiness, and make Him alone 

your (reverential and circumspect) fear. 
 
Clearly Isaiah is looking forward prophetically to the time under Christ 
when the Covenant will not be national but individual: a great change for 
Israel, so rooted in their national privilege. 

“And he shall be for a sanctuary” (v. 14). 
 

A Sanctuary is a place of God’s appointment where He is manifested and 
can be approached in worship. Here is the Mystery of God-Manifestation. 
The Sanctuary, or Dwelling-place, of God is Christ; first personal, then 
multitudinous. Isaiah is foretelling the Word made flesh. 

“A sanctuary—but a stone of stumbling to both the houses of 
Israel” (v. 14). 

 
And so, he was, and has been ever since. It is the tragedy of Israel. The 

rejected Cornerstone (Psa. 118:22), the Precious Stone of God’s engraving 
(Zech. 3:9) to which the cries of “Grace!” will ascend (Zech. 4:7). 

“And many shall stumble, and fall, and be broken” (v. 15). 
--even the whole nation, unto this day. 
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“Bind up the testimony; seal the law among my disciples” (v. 16). 
 
To bind up and seal is to guard and preserve, to defend and maintain, to 
keep from change or corruption or loss. The nation would be lost, but not 

the Law and the Testimony, nor the eternal Divine Purpose. In Messiah’s 
day, as the nation was cast aside, the Law and Testimony were 
especially “bound up and sealed” by the Holy Spirit: guiding the apostles 
in all truth in their preaching and writing and causing to be completed—
and sealed as complete (Rev. 22:19)—the whole “Volume of the Book” 
which is our inestimable treasure unto this day. 

“I will WAIT upon the Lord, Who hath hidden His face from the 

house of Jacob, and I will look (or watch) for Him” (v. 17). 
 
As the great majority turn from God, and God in retribution hides His face 
from them, this is the faithful remnant, represented by the 
prophet, waiting in patience, and watching in faithfulness, regardless of 
what others do, or of how many broaden the path, or fall away. 

“Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me are for 
signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts” (v. 18). 

 
In the first instance, this applies to Isaiah and his day. His two sons, Shear-
jashub and Maher-shalal-hash-baz, were signs to Israel, in their names and 
in the events surrounding them. Their names mean “A remnant shall 
return” and “Speed the spoil, hasten the prey.” Here is both promise and 
judgment. The spoil is the riches taken; the prey are the people overcome. 
Even in this name of judgment there is promise, for these sons represent 

the mighty ones who will take the spoil and prey. 
 
Isaiah includes himself in the sign: “I and.” His own name means 
“Salvation of God” or “God Saves,” and is simply another form of the 
elements of “Jesus” or “Joshua.” Isaiah held forth salvation to Israel, both 
temporal and eternal. They could be of the faithful returning remnant; 
they could share the glorious spoil of a world brought to submission to 

God. 
 
Paul (Heb. 2:13) applies this verse directly to Christ and his brethren: “I 
and the children whom God hath given me.” They are the waiting and 
watching disciples, preserving the Testimony. And they are the “Sons” 
who shall be Signs and Wonders in Israel in the great coming Day of glory 
and manifestation as “Sons of God”— 

“He shall see his seed (his sons brought forth in righteousness, born 

of baptism, then of the Spirit), he shall prolong his days” (Isa. 53:10). 
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Established in power in Jerusalem—the remnant returned, the spoil 
taken—they will be Signs and Wonders that neither scattered Israel nor 
the heathen Gentile world can then miss or ignore. 

“He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he hath poured 

out his soul unto death” (Isa. 53:12). 
 
So saith the Spirit of the suffering, dying, and then glorified Servant of 
Yahweh. And God through Zephaniah addresses the meek of the earth— 

“Wait upon Me until the day that I rise up to the prey, for My 
determination is to gather the nations, to pour on them My fierce 
anger” (Zeph. 3:8). 

 
In verse 18, Isaiah and his sons were Signs and Wonders from God to 
Judah: evidence of God’s hand, and guidance from Him in the Way of 
right. In verse 19, Isaiah appeals to Judah not to listen to any other voice, 
to any of the wisdom of man, to any who claimed to have supernatural 
powers, or communications with the dead. 
 
Ahaz was a pre-eminent sinner in this respect. He served other gods in 

abundance and did all the superstitious abominations of the heathen. But 
the warning is for all time. To pretend special powers and/or to 
communicate with the dead is the stock in trade of all man’s religions. We 
see it particularly in Catholicism, with its professed priestly powers, and 
the dead guides they seek to and call “saints.” But it is 
not just Catholicism. It is universal, based on the superstition of dead 
“saints” and the immortality of the soul. 

 
Verse 20 is one of the bulwarks of the Truth— 

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them.” 

 
There are various translations of the latter part, but they signify the same, 
and, as usual, the Authorized Version expresses it best. We have the Word 

of God, and it is an inestimable treasure. It is our wisdom to use every 
opportunity we have to learn more of it, and to test everyone and 
everything by it. 
 
It is easy to slip into the conceit that because we are Christadelphians, we 
are automatically on our way to life—a few accepted doctrines our 
painless privileged passport to perpetuity—and we do not need 
to constantly study and learn and check our course and conduct. 

 
We must keep the Word pre-eminent. The scriptural picture is that the 
Word is essential daily food for the spiritual man within us, without which 
he will inevitably weaken and die. If God guides us in answer to our 
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prayers, it will be through the Word. He has appointed that as the meeting-
place with Him, and if we neglect that, we shall find Him nowhere. 

“They shall pass through it hardly bestead (distressed) and hungry: 
and they shall curse their King and their God” (v. 21). 

 
Isaiah is clearly speaking of those mentioned throughout the chapter as 
rejecting the Word and stumbling at the Stumbling—stone. But to what 
time or occasion does it apply? In the first instance to the terrible 
calamities inflicted by Assyria, warned of in verse 8. Though Hezekiah 
and Jerusalem were saved, and the few chosen in the city, the whole 
country was devastated and thoroughly looted. Sennacherib claims to have 

carried off 200,000 captives from Judah on just one occasion, and 
incalculable amounts of cattle and spoil. Doubtless cursing their King and 
their God, and vainly “looking upward” for deliverance occurred many 
times over in these dark times, and those that followed. 
 
But its ultimate and major fulfillment was in the rejecting and cursing of 
their Messiah, who was their God-appointed King, and Immanuel: “God 
with us”—“God manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). The chapter ends— 

“ . . . dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness (v. 
22). 

 
Darkness fell over the land at the coming of the gentile destroyers and the 
complete obliteration of the Kingdom of God: darkness in many ways 
for: “The sun went down over the prophets, and it was dark unto them”-as 
Micah (3:6) (who prophesied at this same time) foretells. For over four 

hundred years there was no word at all from God. 
 

* * * 
 
Chapter 9 is a new beginning: a wonderful new beginning: the new 
beginning. Verse 1: Zebulun and Naphtali—the land of Galilee—suffered 
the most and the longest in the heathen invasions. They were the gateway 

to the land and took the full brunt of the invader every time. The darkness 
struck them first and hardest, but it was to them that the Light most 
especially came. 
 
Immanuel’s home and headquarters were in Galilee. Most of his labors 
were there. Most of his followers were Galileans, and to speak with 
Galilean accent was to identify one as associated with him, as we see in 
the case of Peter (Mk. 14:70). And the angel addressed the up-gazing 

disciples who watched him ascend, as “Ye men of Galilee” (Acts 1:11). 
 
Galilee was known as “Galilee of the Gentiles” (Matt. 4:15), because of 
its mixed and cosmopolitan character, so different from the rigid and 
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legalistic Jerusalem. Jesus’ seeming origin in, and association with, 
Galilee was a great stumbling-block to the Jewish leaders— 

“Search and see: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet” (Jn. 7:52). 
 

* * * 
 

“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light” (v. 2). 
 
Matthew leaves no doubt of the meaning in telling us (4:16) that this Light 
was Immanuel in their midst. 

“Thou hast multiplied the nation, and NOT increased the joy” (v. 3). 

 
The margin gives “to him” for “not,” and Revised Version follows this, 
though “not” is best supported textually, and it’s hard to see how “not” 
could creep in, if it were not the original, but the change the other way is 
easy. 
 
If we accept the “not,” then it’s clearly a contrast of the past with the new 
joyful Light of righteousness. The nation had been “increased” in the past, 

as in the splendid days of Solomon, but without real and lasting joy, which 
can only be founded on righteousness. But this new Light of “God with 
us,” and what he accomplished, guarantees eternal joy: for the nation of 
Israel, and for the whole world. 

“For Thou hast broken the yoke of his burden . . . the rod of his 
oppressor, as in the day of Midian” (v. 4). 

 

The “days of Midian” refer back to the marvelous and typical victory of 
Gideon and his little band of three hundred (Jdgs. 7). “Thou hast broken” 
is certainly prophetic: the prophetic past speaking of the future, because of 
its surety in the Purpose of God. When the Great Light Immanuel had 
completed his mission in his first advent, and his death had been 
swallowed up in victory, the oppressor’s yoke was indeed broken. But this 
will not be consummated in its fulness until the last enemy, death, is 

destroyed at the millennium’s end (1 Cor. 15:26). 
 
This verse refers, too, to the final destruction of the Assyrian on the 
mountains of Israel by Immanuel returned: the man who shall be the Peace 
when the Assyrian comes into the land for the last time (Mic. 5:5), for the 
next verses lead on into the glory of his Throne and Kingdom. 

“For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments 
rolled in blood, but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire” (v. 5). 

 
Here again, the detailed translations are various, and the Revised Version 
varies considerably, but the basic picture is clear. Here is the final 
worldwide conflict, when God sets His King upon His holy hill of Zion 
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(Psa. 2), when Christ descends from heaven in flaming fire taking 
vengeance (2 Thess. 1:8), and when the King of kings and Lord of lords 
treads the winepress of the wrath of God (Rev. 19:15-16). 
 

The Revised Version translation, which seems here to get closer to the 
sense, emphasizes the result of this climactic battle in the burning up of all 
the instruments of war: the removal of war from the earth. 

 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given” (v. 6). 
 
Here is the Hope of mankind—from among mankind, but by the special 

initiative of God, the special control and guidance of God, the special 
personal manifestation of God in a unique, chosen vessel from Adam’s 
fallen race. This is the great “Mystery of Godliness”—Immanuel—“God 
with us.” This appears in the wonderful names he bears. 
 
“The government shall be upon his shoulder” (v. 6). 
 
Here is the Son of David, to sit upon his regal throne, ruling from the river 

to the ends of the earth (Psa. 72:8). Here is the Seed of Abraham, to have 
universal dominion over his enemies, to possess their gates, and bring 
blessing to all the nations (Gen. 22:17-18). 

 
“His name shall be called WONDERFUL” (v. 6). 
 
No more fitting term could begin the description of him: his “Name” or 

character or identification. All God’s works are wonderful, and we do well 
to revel constantly in the glory of their wonderfulness. But of all the 
wonders of Creation, Christ is the most wonderful of all. Using the same 
word, the Psalmist prays (119:18)— 

“Open Thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy 
law.” 

 

Let that be our constant search and desire. It is wholesome, and purifying, 
and beautifying, and productive of great joy. 

 
“ . . . COUNSELLOR . . .” (v. 6). 
 
That is, Guide, Teacher, Instructor, Advisor. How great is this need! And 
how perfectly he fills it!—not only the Perfect Teacher, but the Perfect 
Example of his own teaching. Let us realize how much we need teaching 

in everything: how little we know at very best, how little we are able alone 
to direct our own way in wisdom and well-being. 
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His being Counsellor is inseparably related to his being the Word made 
flesh. All the Word is about him, and centers wholly around him. We find 
him in a multitude of ways on all its pages. Here is where we learn of him, 
and get to know him, and are “counselled” by him. 

 
“ . . . THE MIGHTY GOD . . .” (v. 6). 
 
We need have no difficulty with this title. It is the essential foundation. 
His Name would be incomplete without this aspect. There are two 
considerations that explain it— 
1. The term “God” (Ail or El in the original) is applied by God to others 

than Christ, as Christ himself pointed out from the Psalms in defending its 
application to himself (Psa. 82:1, 6)— 

“God (Elohim) judgeth among the gods (elohim) . . . I (God) have 
said that ye (Israel) are gods (elohim), and all of you are children of 
the Most High.” 

 
2. But the second consideration (actually related to the first, but of specific 
and unique application to Christ) is the most relevant here: he 

was Immanuel—“God with us”— 
“God was manifest in the flesh . . . God was IN Christ . . . He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father” (1 Tim. 3:16; 2 Cor. 5:19; Jn. 
14:9). 

 
This manifestation is an essential part of his glorious Name. 
 

“ . . . THE EVERLASTING FATHER . . .” (v. 6). 
 
This should be “Father of the Future,” or “Father of Eternity.” The Hebrew 
is Abi-Ad. He is Father of all Future Eternity in that all springs from him. 
He laid the foundation in his perfect life and death, and so opened the way 
for the future. He alone was worthy and able to open the Seals of the 
Divine Plan of the Ages (Rev. 5:5). Without him, there could have been 

no future. And individually, without him no one has any future. He is the 
“Beginning of the (New) Creation” (Rev. 3:14; Col. 1:15). 

 
“THE PRINCE OF PEACE . . .” (v. 6). 
 
His culminating title. He is Prince of Peace in every sense, truly. External, 
universal, calm, tranquil peace on earth: all nature and all mankind in 
perfect harmonious accord. But far more than that, he is Prince of the 

Peace of God that passeth all understanding, the inner Peace, the Perfect 
Peace— 
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“Great peace have they which love Thy law . . . Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee” (Psa. 119:165; Isa. 
26:3). 
“Be careful—concerned, anxious, worried, troubled—for nothing, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, SHALL keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7). 

 
--for he is the Prince of Peace. 

“The zeal of Yahweh of hosts WILL perform this” (v. 7). 

 

The Overthrow of the Kingdoms of Men 
 

By Dr. Thomas. 

 
According to college professors and their disciples, the crushing or 
grinding operation, which is to exterminate the kingdoms, is preaching 
what they call the gospel, by which all kings and potentates and peoples 
will come to do God’s will on earth, and hell will be no longer receiving 
accessions of disembodied souls to the decillions already there. Grinding 
to powder kingdoms by preaching; by preaching commenced on 
Pentecost, when the kingdoms of the Fourth Monarchy to be so reduced 
had no existence whatever. Is this learned nonsense, or ignorant 

foolishness? Whatever it is, we do not envy the college divines all the 
renown of the exegesis! 
 
But let us turn from them to the truly wise and great men of Israel. In 
speaking of this destruction of the Fourth Kingdom and its divisions, 
Isaiah writes thus—“The nations shall rush like the rushing of many 
waters: but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee afar off, and shall 

be chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like 
thistledown before the whirlwind,”—(Isai. 17:13). Again, “Then 
(baydayin, at the very time) were iron, clay (the Feet and Legs) brass, 
silver, and gold, ground to powder together—dahku chakhadah—and they 
became like chaff of the summer threshing floor: and the wind carried 
them away, and no place was found for them; and The Stone which smote 
the Image became a great mountain and filled all the earth”—(Dan. 2:35). 
This is a contemporaneous and most complete grinding to powder. Not a 

vestige of them remains—not even space to receive them were their 
existence possible; for the place previously occupied by them is taken 
possession of by the Conqueror, whose power is submitted to by all the 
earth.  
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The meanest intellect must comprehend what it is to grind metal to 
powder. It is a pounding, rasping, violent operation, by which it is broken 
down and comminuted into the finest dust; so that the molecular attraction 

being completely overcome, it is easily blown away by the wind. This 
familiar process, then, of reducing hard substances to dust is referred to in 
our motto to give the reader some idea of the manner in which the kingdom 
of God will “bring to an end” the Assyrian and the Royalties over which 
he will have established his dominion. 
 
We have said that the kingdom of God in its beginning is a military power. 

By a military power we mean, that “the King of the Jews” will set it up 
after the same manner that Joshua set up the Commonwealth of Israel in 
the land of the seven nations he subdued. He will gather armies together, 
which will consist of officers and privates, armed with weapons even as 
the armies of the kingdoms are accoutred, whose honor and glory it will 
be to outgeneral and overthrow them in the name of the Lord, whose power 
will co-operate with them as in the days of old.  
 

Now, if the reader be a disciple of Moses Stuart, of the Evergreat, of John 
Wesley, Calvin, or Martin Luther, or one whose mind is unenlightened by 
“the testimony of God,” he will hold up his hands in most lackadaisical 
astonishment, and perhaps conclude that we are beside ourselves. But 
before he comes to conclusions, we would inquire of him—Do you know 
what is written in the prophets, and if you know do you understand it? 
What would you say of us if you were to hand to us a book we had never 

looked into, and you were to tell us that such and such was written in it, 
and we were to laugh at you for a fool and deny that there was any such 
thing contained therein? Would you not conclude that the ignorance, the 
folly, and the ill-manners were on our side? You would conclude rightly; 
for no wise or reasonable and well-bred man would pass a judgment upon 
a matter without considering it. 
 

If the reader reflects upon what is to be accomplished, he will see the 
necessity of a military power arising that shall be stronger than those 
already in existence. The work to be done is to overthrow all kingdoms 
and dominions; to set up one instead of them, which shall have rule over 
the whole earth; and to put an end to the study and practice of war. There 
are in Europe alone about 3,000,000 of men who live by soldiering. It is 
by these the governments are sustained, and society defended as at present 
constituted. The world-rulers are wicked spirits, and so are the priests that 

minister unto them; and if they were ever so much disposed to believe and 
obey the truth, which they are not, and will never be, there are none able 
to teach them. You cannot persuade such men as these to disband, and 
study war no more; nor can you induce them to “renounce the devil and 
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all his works with all the pomp and vanities of this wicked world;” in doing 
which they would have to abdicate their crowns, and titles, and honors, 
and become the poor of Christ’s flock. And suppose they did, who would 
assume the government of the world? The people! Bah, the people are as 

evil as their rulers, for it has ever been “like priests like people;” so that to 
put the reins in their hands would only be a change of drivers equally 
devoted to the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life.  
 
That man knows but little of human nature and has studied the history of 
the world to but little purpose, who can imagine that its evils can be cured 
by preaching and persuasion; or who thinks that kings, priests and nobles 

will strip themselves of all their glory, honor, wealth, and power, and 
dismiss their soldiers to cultivate the fields, from conviction of its benefit 
to other people. Men are so constituted, especially those who fancy 
themselves “born to command,” and grow up like wild beasts of the forest, 
as is the case with the world-rulers, that they will die and be the death of 
thousands, yea, millions, rather than lose caste and position and power in 
society. This is doubtless wisely so ordered, for it will involve them at last 
in a contest that will be their ruin. We have only space now to say, that the 

Bible reveals that the work to be done will be effected upon the same 
principle that one kingdom overthrows another—host will encounter host 
until victory shall remain with the strongest. What purpose does the reader 
suppose God had in scattering Israel among the nations, and in 
accumulating them in greater numbers where the tyrannies are the 
strongest? The Bible reveals that their King may make use of them as his 
battle-axe and weapons of war in subduing the kingdoms. And why are 

not the living saints to be immortalized as soon as the dead are raised? Is 
it not because he has use for them as men in the flesh to take command of 
Israel in the wars of the kingdom?  
 
For is it not said concerning all the saints, “Let the high praises of God be 
in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand; to execute vengeance 
upon the nations, even punishments upon the people; to bind their kings 

with chains, and their nobles in fetters of iron; to execute upon them the 
judgment written; this honor have all his saints”—(Psalm 149).  Does it 
not say also that the Gentile powers “prevailed against them until the 
Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the Most 
High?”—(Dan. 7:21, 22).  And again, “the judgment shall sit and they 
shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it to the end—
(Dan. 7:26).  This is the work of the saints, to co-operate with Israel’s king 
and his hosts in grinding the kingdoms to powder, and so bringing them to 

an end. Let the reader think on these things and give his mind to learn—
(Herald, 1852). 
 

Difficulties Respecting the Toe Divisions of the Iron Kingdom 
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A correspondent wrote to the Dr. as follows, setting forth objections to his 
exposition of Nebuchadnezzar’s image in Elpis Israel: 
 
“I have some difficulty in reconciling your interpretation of Dan. 2. v. 31 

to the end (Elpis Israel pp. 292, 293), with the facts stated in the narrative 
itself, which I beg leave to submit for your consideration. You say—‘The 
description of the dream says that the feet were smitten,’ and ‘then was the 
iron, the clay, &c., broken to pieces together, thereby intimating that the 
breaking of the power of the ten kingdoms would precede that of the 
conjoint destruction of all the other parts. That when they are conquered, 
the dominion of the conqueror will be overturned by the revelation of 

power from above.’ This conqueror you take to be Russia, who must 
subdue the ten kingdoms or toes, before the Stone shall strike the Image. 
But here is the difficulty—chap. 2:34 says expressly, it is the Stone, not 
the Autocrat, who smites the ten toes of the Image—’Thou sawest till that 
a Stone was cut out without hands, which smote the Image upon his feet 
that were of iron and clay and break them to pieces—then was the iron, 
clay, brass, silver and gold broken to pieces together.’ If then the Stone is 
to smite and break in pieces the Toe kingdoms, there is no room for the 

Autocrat in the premises.” 
 
“Again—Does the phrase ‘then was the iron, clay. &c.,’ necessarily 
require as a distinct event, the previous destruction of the ten kingdoms? 
Does not the adverb of time, ‘then’ demand the instantaneous sequence of 
the events which follow? In other words, may not the then import simply, 
‘at that very time?’ Such an interpretation dispenses with the interposition 

of Russia, or any extraneous power, before the consummation—and is not 
this construction further strengthened by the saying—‘in the days of the 
kings’—(in the plural)—shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom?’ 
Query, how can it be in the days of these kings—of the Toe-kingdoms—
when they no longer exist—when they are all merged in the Russian 
autocracy? 
 

“In conclusion, may it not be asked, what is the necessity for the re-
construction of Nebuchadnezzar’s Image? Does the harmony and 
completeness of the figure require it? It seems to me this conclusion is 
based chiefly, if not alone, upon the words—‘then was the iron, the clay, 
&c., broken to pieces together’—from which it is argued they must all 
exist contemporaneously. But will they not all be broken to pieces together 
when ‘all the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and Christ.’ Besides, how can they be said to exist together, when they 

have all been destroyed and merged in the Russian power? Again, the 
colossal Image, entire, it seems, never did represent one dominion—it was 
a succession of empires. Why then make it imperative that the antitypical 
dominions should appear under a single or autocratic rule?” 
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“There is a practical question of deep interest to us, in this investigation. 
It is the question of time. If Russia is to play so conspicuous a part in the 
world’s history anterior to the glorious coming of our Lord, of course 

much time must elapse before the end comes. If, however, this is a mistake, 
it may be and would seem, from other premises, already to be—‘even at 
the door.’ 
 
“I suggest these thoughts for your consideration, anxious to know the 
whole truth, and desirous so to construe the Scriptures as to harmonize all 
fair objections. I know the uncertainty of trusting to partial, one-sided 

views of any subject, and presume not therefore to say that you are not 
entirely correct in the interpretations you have given in Elpis Israel.” 
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Image Interpreted 
By Dr, Thomas. 
 
Though much has been said and written explanatory of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream, we have seen no interpretation of it that is satisfactory—that is, that 

harmonizes with the testimony of other prophets in relation to the time of 
the end, or latter days. This is not to be wondered at; for the nation of the 
Stone power or kingdom, and how it is to be established, have not been, 
and as far as we are informed, are scarcely at all understood even now. To 
give such an explanation as will elucidate all the points of the Image and 
Daniel’s interpretation of it, Ezekiel’s prophecy of Gog, Isaiah’s of the 
Assyrian, Daniel’s of the King of the North, and Zechariah’s and Joel’s of 

the gathering of the nations to battle against Jerusalem, must be understood 
in addition to a right apprehension of the things of the kingdom of God.  
 
A theory that makes the Ten Kings antecedent to Antiochus Epiphanes, as 
commentators do of the Moses Stuart school; or construes “these kings” 
to mean Augustus and Tiberius Cæsar; or imagines the Stone-kingdom 
consists of all saints ruling with Christ over wild beasts then tamed, as the 

first Adam did in Eden; or that makes “the church,” in its post-Pentecostian 
and future millennial states, the kingdom, clothed with “latter day glory” 
by the success of its “ministry” in preaching their theories, which all 
nations come to receive with unanimity to the full manifestation of their 
“spiritual reign;” while it proscribes Jesus from the earth, and banishes 
him and “his everlasting kingdom” afar off “beyond the skies;” and suffers 
him only to return at the end of their 360,000 years’ spiritual reign, as some 
make it, to carry off the mortal bodies of the disembodied ghosts alleged 

to have been reigning with him in kingdoms of the Milky Way, and to burn 
up the earth and all the wicked ones—theories that propound such solemn 
nonsense as these things, have no explanation of the grand and eventful 
crisis, in which God has predetermined that the past, the present, and the 
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future of human power and wickedness shall find their consummation, as 
illustrated in the catastrophe of the Image—no exegesis emanating from 
them is worthy of a respectful consideration. 
 

One Image, One Dominion 
The Image seen by Nebuchadnezzar, the Assyrian, in his dream, was a 
gigantic statue in the form of a man. It appeared to be composed of four 
different metals from the head to the feet; the first three of different 
degrees of preciousness, indicative of the relative inferiority of the things 
represented; and the fourth, more abundant and useful than its 
predecessors, but symbolical of superior strength and power. A golden 

head, silver breast and arms, belly and thighs of brass, legs and feet of iron, 
made up the whole image, with the exception of some miry potter’s clay 
which was mixed up with the iron of the feet and toes. It was one Image 
constructed of several integral parts—parts necessary to the Image and 
without which it did not exist. If Nebuchadnezzar had seen only the golden 
head, or the iron legs and feet only, he would not have seen a statue, but 
merely a fractional part of one. Let this then be well remembered, for it is 
a point essential to a right interpretation of the matter. 

 
As it was one entire image, it represented one entire dominion; and as it 
was composed of five different substances, a dominion was thereby 
symbolized as being constituted of as many different political elements. 
As a whole, it was a great Assyrian dominion, for the Assyrian Dynasty is 
declared to be represented by the head of gold. Hence Daniel, addressing 
the king, styles him “a king of kings,” that is, an Emperor, and reminding 

him of the universality of his dominion, says to him, “Thou art this head 
of gold,” that is, the golden head represents thy dynasty, which was the 
Assyrian, symbolized in the seventh chapter by a lion stripped of its 
Ninevite wings, and no longer crouching, but standing erect upon its feet 
like a man, and possessing a human heart. The golden lion-head was the 
head of the statue he beheld, answering to the first beast of Daniel’s vision 
which he saw in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson, and which 

Assyrian Lion is represented to the prophet as a dominion co-existent with 
the destruction of the Fourth Beast, and the possession of the kingdom by 
the Son of Man and the Saints—(Dan. 7:12).  
 
Let this be noted. It is admitted on all hands that the Head of gold and the 
First Beast represent the same thing; and that thing is the Assyrian 
Dominion—the Assyrian under the two dynasties, the Ninevite and 
Babylonish; the Ninevite, the Lion with the eagle’s wings; and the 

Babylonish, the Lion without wings, as stated above, having very much 
the appearance of a man. Now mark; this Babylonish Assyrian dominion 
exists in the latter days and loses its dominion then; but that its subjects in 
Assyria continue a people thenceforth for a season and a time, “whom the 
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Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Assyria, the work of my 
hands”—(Isaiah 19:23–25).  From these, and many other testimonies that 
might be adduced, we conclude that the Head of Gold represents not one 
man, but a dynasty contemporary with the latter days—an ancient dynasty, 

indeed, taking root potentially, but not hereditarily, in Nebuchadnezzar, 
who saw the dream. 
 
But not only doth the golden, but also the silver, brazen, and iron parts of 
the statue co-exist in the latter days when judgment is given to the saints. 
It is admitted that the Four Beasts that Daniel saw in the first year of 
Belshazzar represent the same dominions as the Four Metals of the Image. 

Now these Four Beasts do all co-exist at the crisis of the Fourth Beast’s 
destruction, which no world wise man would aver had yet come to pass. It 
follows, then, that the gold, the silver, the brass, and the iron, or the 
dominions they represent, are all contemporarily existent with the setting 
up of the kingdom of God. But of these co-existent dominions, which is 
ascendant over the rest? Which of them is then “a king of kings, to whom 
the God of heaven hath given a kingdom, power, strength, and glory; and 
made ruler over all the sons of men,” as he had Nebuchadnezzar before 

him? It is not Persia, nor Greece, nor Rome; for the head of the Image 
Empire is neither silver, brass, nor iron: it is then the Assyrian, for he is 
the Head of Gold, and something else, as we shall see. 
 

The Two Babylonish Dynasties and Their Destroyers 
We may remark here in passing, that the first king of the Head was 
Babylonish, and so will the last king be likewise. The first was literally 

and typically head of Babylon’s dominion; a city or metropolis which was 
the beginning of the Assyrian monarchy, and so named because there the 
confusion of human speech began: the last of Assyria’s kings is literally 
and antitypically Head and Feet of the empire of the latter days, 
figuratively styled the Babylonish; for the dominion he will have then 
acquired, comprehending all the Iron Kingdom and its divisions, 
commenced in Rome, the city of confusion, where the one speech of the 

faith was confounded, and whence the scattering over the modern earth 
began; and because of many points of similitude, also named “great 
Babylon”—(Dan. 4:30; Rev. 17:5).  
 
The Chaldean Babylon and the Roman Babylon are as type and antitype. 
When the career of both is finished, the latter as completely as the former, 
they will both have belonged to “the Assyrian.” We do not say that the 
Czar’s dominion began in Rome. He is hereditarily descended from Rurik 

of the family of Russ, of Scandinavian origin, which first appears in 
history about A.D. 862. Rurik was invited by the Scythians to become their 
sovereign. He accepted the invitation, and founded the Grand Duchy of 
Great Russia, whose capital was first at Novgorod and afterwards at Kiev. 



208 

 

This was the origin of the Czar and his present dominion. But he is 
destined to acquire another dominion—the dominion of the Iron 
monarchy—and this dominion, we say (the modern Babylonish), had its 
commencement in Rome. It is this hereafter-to-be acquired dominion that 

will constitute the Autocrat’s dominion the Babylonish. 
 
Perhaps it may be well to add a few more hints under this head. When “the 
very time of the king of Babylon’s land” had come, that is, when the 
seventy years allotted to the reigns of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-Merodach, 
and Belshazzar, during which all nations were to serve them, were fully 
accomplished, the time had arrived for the restoration of Israel—(Jer. 27:7; 

29:10). There was no disposition on the part of Belshazzar to release them. 
He imagined himself firmly seated on his throne in “the golden city.” “He 
ruled the nations in anger and opened not the house of his prisoners; but 
said in his heart, I will ascend unto heaven, I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God: I will sit also upon the Mount of the Congregation (Mount 
Zion) in the sides of the North; I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the Most High”—(Isai. 14:6, 13–17, 19). But how 
this vain-glorious monarch trembled when he saw the hand inscribing the 

doom of his dynasty upon the wall! He that drank to the praise of his gods 
out of the gold and silver vessels of the temple, and “lifted himself up 
against the Lord of heaven,” was seized with pallor and extreme fear. But 
the Lord whom he had defied had numbered his kingdom and finished it; 
He had weighed him in the balances and found him wanting; and had 
therefore divided his kingdom to the Medes and Persians. Nor was He long 
in executing the sentence He had pronounced; for in that night he was 

slain—(Dan. 5), and “cast out as an abominable branch—as a carcass 
trodden under feet.” 
 
Now, let it be observed that the effect of the fall of “the Assyrian,” and the 
acquisition of supreme power by Koresh, or Cyrus, was a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, saying “The Lord God of heaven hath given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth; and He hath charged me to build Him a 

house at Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all His 
people? His God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel (He is the God) which 
is in Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any place where he 
sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, 
and with goods, and with beasts, beside the free-will offering for the house 
of God that is in Jerusalem”—(Isai. 45:4). 
 

This Koresh, we doubt not, was a representative man. His name, the part 
he played in the overthrow of the Assyrian and the restoration of the Jews, 
and the things which the Lord uttered concerning him, are strongly 
evidential that he was a typical person. His name Koresh is compounded 
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of the prefix k, pronounced kar, signifying comparison or resemblance, 
namely, as, as if, like; and the noun yoraish heir. Kah-yoraish “like the 
heir,” contracted into Koresh, because of certain rules in the pointing with 
which it would be useless to trouble the reader. It is to be remembered here 

that about 185 years before the fall of Babylon Jehovah gave the name of 
Like-the-heir to the Persian who overthrew the Assyrian and delivered 
Israel. He says concerning him “For Jacob My servant’s sake, and Israel 
My elect, I have even called thee by thy name; I have surnamed thee, 
though thou hast not known Me”—(Isai. 45:4). He also says of him, “He 
is My Shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure; even saying to 
Jerusalem, thou shalt be built; and to the temple, thy foundation shall be 

laid”—(Isai. 44:28). Then again, he styles him “His Anointed,” that is, his 
Christ—(Isai. 45:1).  
 
Can it be imagined that all these expressions found their full signification 
in the Persian Conqueror? No, we conclude rather that Jehovah named him 
Like-the-heir, because he was to enact a similar part in regard to the first 
Babylon to that pre-determined for Jehovah’s Anointed Shepherd, “the 
Heir,” (Matt. 21:38; Heb. 1:2), in respect to the last. The Persian was 

therefore officially like him. Each Babylonish dominion, the ancient and 
the modern, require a destroyer. Cyrus smote the former on the Head; 
Christ in smiting the latter on the feet will also abolish the head: Cyrus 
proclaimed the return of Israel; so will Christ “in the day of the great 
slaughter” when “he shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and shall 
shew the lightning down of his arm,” and “he shall beat down the Assyrian 
who smote with a rod”—(Isai. 30:25, 26, 30, 31). Cyrus laid the foundation 

of the temple; Christ, “the man whose name is the Branch . . . shall build 
the temple of the Lord” (Zech. 6:12). All the kingdoms of the earth were 
given to Cyrus; so also, hereafter the kingdoms of this world are to become 
Jehovah’s and his Christ’s. These are not accidental analogies. Well, 
therefore, may the Persian be styled “Like the Heir,” for the work 
appointed to each to do is as relative as the substance and the shadow. 
 

Lastly, under this head it is important to observe, that Jehovah in His 
utterances against the ancient Babylon, makes a declaration which has 
found no accomplishment hitherto. His words are “The Lord of hosts hath 
sworn, saying, surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I 
have proposed so shall it stand; that I will break the Assyrian in my land, 
and upon my mountains tread him under foot; then shall his yoke depart 
from off them (Israel) and his burden depart from off their shoulders. This 
is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth; and this is the hand 

that is stretched out upon all the nations”—(Isai. 14:24–26). The war by 
which the Assyrian was broken by Cyrus was waged in Chaldea and at the 
gates of Babylon; and not upon the mountains of Israel; and although the 
yoke and burden of the oppressor departed from the Jews, it was only in a 
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limited degree. The Assyrian to this day is Israel’s greatest tyrant, for there 
are more Israelites in his dominions and he treats them more barbarously 
than any other despot. But other prophecies show that the breaking 
referred to occurs in the latter days, and doth actually come to pass on the 

mountains of Israel (Ezek. 38:8; 39:4, 17), and that too by “The Heir,” who 
thenceforth is to be Israel’s Prince for ever, even “in the day that the Lord 
bindeth up the breach of His people, and healeth the stroke of their 
wound.” 
 

The Time of the Image-Empire 
One Image of divers parts, one dominion of different elements, and that 

the Assyrian. This is the proposition sustained by the testimonies adduced. 
But our friend inquires, If the image represents one dominion, at what time 
does it exist? In reply, we remark that it does not exist now; nor has it at 
any other time existed as a whole. In the days of Nebuchadnezzar, 
although a great dominion, his rule did not extend over Asia Minor, 
Greece, Italy and the West; therefore, the Image, which comprehends 
these, did not represent to him an existing dominion, but only an Empire 
that should “hereafter” exist, of which his dynasty, the Assyrian, should 

be the Head. But when should this hereafter be? Hear what Daniel saith, 
“There is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the 
king what shall be in the latter days.” And again, “Thy thoughts, O king, 
came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and 
he that revealeth secrets maketh known unto thee what shall come to pass.”  
 
The grand object, then, of the revelation was to make known “what should 

be in the Latter Days”—what should come to pass then; and only 
incidentally to inform the king of the divinely proposed existence of 
certain dominions intermediate between his and that to be established by 
God in the latter days. After he had gone to bed one night, he appears to 
have been revolving in his mind what would come to pass after his 
decease. He was the founder of the greatest empire that had hitherto 
existed, and nothing was more natural than that he should be solicitous to 

know the fate of it. He could only conjecture. He might suppose it would 
exist always; and that the dying generations of mankind would be for ever 
ruled by his successors the kings of Assyria. Poor pagan, what else couldst 
thou imagine but something like unto this!  
 
Thou didst not know that “the Heavens do rule,” and had pre-determined 
a better fate for humanity than this. Thou wert like the Absolutists and 
Democracy of to-day, who as vainly and foolishly imagine that their 

nostrums will become the eternal facts of endless years to come! But “the 
Heavens” condescended to enlighten thy darkness, O king, for their sakes 
who should make known to thee the things thou couldst not divine for 
thyself. Know then, that thy dynasty, or kings descended from thee, shall 
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not reign over Assyria to the end of its dominion. Its empire will be 
enlarged, and thy throne shall be occupied by the Medes, Persians, and 
Macedonians. After these the Romans shall incorporate much of Assyria 
in their kingdom, which shall be divided; but in the latter days an Assyrian 

king from the North shall overflow and pass over their territory and 
overthrow them. His dominion shall be great; for he shall rule over the 
West, Asia Minor, Egypt, Libya, Khushistan, Persia, and the land of Israel, 
besides his own hereditary estate. Then shall Assyria have attained the full 
extent of its dominion; and like thy grandson, Belshazzar, its Golden Head, 
will lift “himself against the Lord of heaven,” and “sit upon the Mount of 
the Congregation in the sides of the North.” But his counsel shall not stand; 

for though he shall exalt himself against the Prince of princes, he shall be 
broken to pieces. Thus shall he come to his end, and none shall help him; 
and Assyria’s dominion shall be no more. 
 

CHRIST THE FUTURE WORLD KING 
 

By Robert Roberts 

 
THE object of this lecture is to prove that the time is coming when the Son 
of God, now in the heavens, shall return to the earth in visible person, to 
dispossess all human governments of their power, secular and 
ecclesiastical, and establish himself in their stead as the universal ruler of 
mankind. The essential constituent of the Messiahship of Jesus Christ, and 
the most prominent element of his character, as portrayed in all the 
Scriptures is his KINGSHIP. Therefore, any faith which ignores this phase 

of his character, is vitally defective, to which let everyone see for himself 
as a matter of the highest individual concern. 
 
There is a great deal more said in the Scriptures about the kingship of 
Christ than anything else. In the Old Testament, particularly, we find very 
little mention of the shame and the suffering to which he was to be 
subjected on account of sin. His sacrificial character is kept pretty much 
in the background. That which stands out in brilliant prominence is the 

glory which is to cover the earth when he shall reign in righteousness. This 
is true also of the New Testament, though it tells us more of "the man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief" there than the other. 
 
Every professed believer in Christ is prepared to admit that he is a king. It 
must be obvious, however, that this admission is only valid in so far as it 
recognises the true idea of that office. If a man say that Jesus is the Christ, 

or anointed one, while having an entirely erroneous idea of what the 
statement means, his words are an empty sound. When words do not mean 
the thing they properly stand for, they have no value. That this is the case 
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with the popular recognition of the kingship of Christ will certainly appear. 
The popular recognition of the kingship of Christ both expresses a view 
which is untrue, and ignores the view exhibited in the Scriptures. By the 
kingship of Christ, it means the present exercise by him of a spiritual 

authority in heaven; therefore, it is no recognition of Christ's Messiahship 
at all, in the true sense, as we shall presently see. 
 
It is admitted that the Jewish expectation of the Messiah was that he should 
appear upon the earth in person, and visibly exercise the power of a king 
over all nations: and it is also admitted that the disciples themselves shared 
the same view. The real controversy is as to whether this view is right. Our 

religious teachers take upon themselves to say that so far from being right, 
it was a mistaken view of a gross and carnal nature. They severely 
condemn the idea of a visible kingdom on earth as opposed to the very 
spirit of Christianity, calling it Judaical, groveling, "earthly, sensual, and 
devilish", and as the teachers teach, so the people believe; so, the 
untruthfulness of the Jewish national hope and the expectation of the 
disciples, has passed into an unquestioned article of popular creed; and 
people look surprised and incredulous when they are gravely defended. 

 
Now let the merits of the case be candidly considered. Were the 
expectations of the disciples erroneous and carnal? If they were, how is it 
that they were not so pronounced by Christ? and how is it that none of the 
apostles made confession of the error in the epistles which some of them 
wrote subsequently to the time when they are supposed to have their errors 
removed? Those who affirm the misguidedness of the Jews and disciples 

in the belief in question, go against the evidence. There is not only no 
Scriptural countenance for the popular condemnation, but all Scriptural 
testimony is directly in favor of the doctrine which it is so common to 
condemn. 
 
Jesus said to those who heard him, "I am not come to destroy the law and 
the prophets, but to fulfil" (Matt. 5:17). Now with this statement in view, 

we shall look at a few of the statements of the prophets concerning him. 
We read in Micah 5:2— 

"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that 
is to be RULER IN ISRAEL." 

 
Who came out of Bethlehem? Jesus of Nazareth. Here then is a prophetic 
warrant for regarding him as the future "ruler In Israel": 

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and A KING SHALL REIGN AND PROSPER 
AND SHALL EXECUTE JUDGMENT AND JUSTICE IN THE 
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EARTH: in his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely" (Jer. 23:5, 6). 

 
What could be more calculated to inspire the Jewish national hope? and 

what more likely to create the expectations which the disciples are 
condemned as "carnal" for entertaining? Who is the Righteous Branch of 
David? None other than Jesus: for he claims the designation. He says: "I 
am the root and the offspring (or BRANCH: 'offspring' being the antithesis 
to 'root' of David), and the bright and morning star" (Rev. 22 16). If Christ 
be the Righteous Branch raised up unto David and be come to fulfil the 
law and the prophets, he must "reign and prosper, and execute judgment 

and justice IN THE EARTH": for so the prophet hath declared the 
Righteous Branch shall do. The idea is not confined to one or two 
statements, but appears in the face of many testimonies, at a few of which 
we shall look: 

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will perform that good 
thing which I have promised unto the house of Israel, and to the house 
of Judah. In those days and at that time, I will cause the Branch of 
righteousness to grow up unto David, and he shall execute judgment 

and righteousness in the land" (Jer. 33:14, 15). 
 
"UNTO US a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no 
end, UPON THE THRONE OF DAVID, AND UPON HIS 

KINGDOM, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth, even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts 
will perform this" (Isa. 9:6, 7). 
 
 
"Behold the man whose name is the BRANCH; and he shall grow up 
out of his place . . . and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he 

shall be a priest upon his throne" (Zech. 6:12, 13). 
 
"He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: 
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more" (Isa. 2:4). 
 
"And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there 

be one Lord, and his name One" (Zech. 14:9). 
 
"Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in 
judgment" (Isa. 32:1). 
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"The Lord of Hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and 
before his ancients gloriously" (Isa. 24:23). 
 

"The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea. And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which 
shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: 
and his rest shall be glorious" (Isa. 9:9. 10). 
 
"Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One 
of Israel in the midst of thee" (Isa. 12:6). 

 
"I will make them (the Jews) one nation in the land upon the 
mountains of Israel; and one King shall be King to them all" (Ezek. 
37:22). 
 
"The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; He will not turn from it: Of 
the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne" (Psa. 132:11). 
 

"The Lord said unto my lord, Sit thou on my right hand until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send the rod of thy 
strength out of Zion. Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies" (Psa. 
110: 1, 2). 
 
"I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession" (Psa. 2:8). 

 
"He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth....Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all 
nations shall serve him" (Psa. 72:8, 11). (See also Dan. 7:14). 

 
These are a few out of many testimonies of a common import, and the 
question for us to consider is whether they do not amply justify the 

expectations which the Jews are admitted to have built on them. Nay, 
could they have consistently professed a belief in such testimonies, and 
not have entertained such expectations? It is not possible to conceive of 
language more designedly adapted to express the one idea of Christ's 
visible manifestation as a king on earth; and if the Jews were wrong in 
looking for such a manifestation, it was no fault of theirs. It was not 
because they were carnally minded; but because the language of the holy 
men of old, who spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, was so 

framed as to preclude every other but the one idea which they derived from 
it. 
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It may be suggested that the New Testament interpretation throws another 
light upon the statements of the Old Testament and deprives them of the 
warranty which they seem to afford to the Jewish doctrine of the Messiah's 
kingship. It is customary to assume that this is the case; but the result of 

an examination will prove that a more unfounded assumption could not be 
entertained, and that the New Testament unmistakably corroborates the 
teaching of the prophets on the subject. We are met on the very threshold 
by the message delivered by the angel Gabriel to Mary, in announcing the 
birth of Christ: 

"And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son 
and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called 

the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall GIVE UNTO HIM 
THE THRONE OF HIS FATHER DAVID, and he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and of his KINGDOM there shall be no 
end" (Luke 1. 31, 33). 

 
Here is a distinct New Testament intimation that it is the purpose of God 
to give to Jesus "the throne of his father David." If we would apprehend 
the import of this statement, we must know what the throne of David is. 

Of David we know something. He was the most renowned of Israel's God 
anointed kings holding sway over the twelve tribes of Israel in the Holy 
Land and ruling many tributary nations. He was a mighty warrior, a 
distinguished prophet, and a poet of the highest type. He was the 
progenitor of Christ, through Mary, who was descended from the royal 
house; and was a fitting type of his illustrious son, whom he acknowledged 
as "My Lord" (Matt. 22:43). But what of his throne? Peter said, in his 

address to the Jews, on the day of Pentecost: 
"Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him, that of the fruit of his (David's) loins, according to the 
flesh, he would raise up Christ TO SIT ON HIS THRONE" (Acts 
2:30). 

There is, therefore, a connection between Christ's mission and David's 
throne. Had David a throne? He had. In what did it consist? Not in the 

material structure which he occupied as a seat in dispensing justice; that 
has long ago crumbled into dust. The throne of a kingdom is not the literal 
seat occupied by royalty on state occasions. When we speak of the throne 
of England, we mean the office or position of monarch in this country. So, 
with the throne of David; it is said of Solomon, on the occasion of his 
accession in the room of David (I Kings 2:12), "Then sat Solomon on the 
throne of David his father." Yet we read in I Kings 10:18, that "he made a 
great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the best gold," so that while 

sitting on the throne of David his father in the political sense, Solomon 
really occupied a different royal seat. "The throne of David" points 
to something that pertained to Saul's successor. There is no getting away 
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from this; and any explanation of the promise that ignores this as its 
fundamental element, must be rejected as unworthy. 
 
Of this character is the view that Christ is now on David's throne. Christ is 

in heaven and cannot now be sitting on that throne; for nothing that David 
ever possessed is in heaven. David himself is not there; for Peter said in 
his address on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:34), "David IS NOT 
ASCENDED INTO THE HEAVENS." When the time arrives, the throne 
of David will be set up again in the earth; and Jesus will share it with his 
faithful ones, as intimated in Rev. iii. 21. "In that day will I raise up the 
tabernacle of David that is fallen" (Amos 9:11). That time he spake of 

when on earth. He said (Matt. 25:31), "When the Son of Man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, THEN shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory." Hence, before Jesus sits upon David's throne, he will 
return to earth, appear in Palestine, and assume the position which David 
occupied when he swayed the sceptre of Israel; that is, he will become king 
of the Jews. 
 
Look at Ezekiel 21: 25-27. The prophet was sent to Zedekiah, an unworthy 

prince, who was the last to occupy David's throne. He was sent to tell him 
of coming retribution, and in the course of his prophecy, he uttered the 
following words: 

"And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when 
iniquity shall have an end, Thus saith the Lord God: Remove the 
diadem and take off the crown; this shall not be the same: exalt him 
that is low, and abase him that is high. I will overturn, overturn, 

overturn it: and it shall be no more UNTIL HE COMES WHOSE 
RIGHT IT IS; and I will give it him." 

 
Here was a diadem to be removed, a crown to be taken off, and a national 
polity to be completely abolished, as indicated in the triple repetition of 
the verb, "overturn," and as expressed by the phrase, "it shall be no more." 
The prediction related to things Jewish, even to the things which constitute 

the throne of David; and its fulfillment is notorious to every reader of 
Jewish history. About a year after its delivery, Zedekiah was uncrowned 
by Nebuchadnezzar. The nobles were put to death; the nation was partly 
massacred, and partly carried away captive, and the land given over to 
desolation. Seventy years after, a partial restoration took place under Ezra 
and Nehemiah, but not of the throne of David. The Jews existed as a vassal 
people thenceforward; and after varied political fortunes, were overtaken 
by a storm which swept away every vestige of their national existence. 

 
The Romans, under Vespasian, invaded the country, and subdued its 
fortified places; and Vespasian having transferred the command to Titus, 
the latter laid siege to Jerusalem, which at that time was crowded with 
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people from all parts of the country. The details of that awful siege are 
familiar to every one. The city was tediously beleaguered for months; 
famine arose among the inhabitants; civil dissensions divided their 
counsels, and led to mutual slaughter; and, finally, the place was sacked 

and given to the flames, and upwards of 1,000,000 of Jews perished. The 
remainder were sold as slaves and scattered throughout the Roman empire 
as fugitives; and scattered they remain to this day. So awfully has the 
prophecy been fulfilled, that for the last twenty centuries, the throne of 
David has been a mere idle phrase—a tradition of the past; his kingdom 
has been overthrown, his land in desolation, and his people wandering as 
homeless exiles, unpitied and unpitying. 

 
But is this condition of David's throne to be perpetual? Are the Gentiles 
for ever to exalt their proud horns over the fallen kingdom of the Lord? 
(See I Chron. 29:23; II Chron. 9:8; 13:8) which affirm the kingdom of 
Israel to have been the kingdom of God). Nay, saith the prophecy: 
desolation shall only continue UNTIL—until what? "Until HE 
COME whose right it is." Who is this? None other than Jesus Christ, to 
whom the throne pertains of right, both by lineal descent, and special 

divine bequest. Observe, then, what is distinctly proved, that the things 
overturned are the things to be given to Christ at his coming. Now, what 
things were those? The diadem, crown, throne, and Kingdom of David. 
Hence, when HE COMES whose right they are, he will enter into their 
possession in as real a sense as they were held by Zedekiah. He will 
become King of the Jews, and Lord of the whole earth. We thus perceive 
a striking significance in the words of the angel: 

"The Lord God shall give unto Jesus THE THRONE OF HIS 
FATHER David, and he shall reign over THE HOUSE OF 
JACOB for ever; and of HIS KINGDOM there shall be no end." 

 
Going a step farther in our New Testament enquiry, we come to the birth 
of Christ, and we note the following incident: 

"Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born KING OF THE JEWS" 
(Matt. 2:1). 

 
The enquiry of the wise men was intelligible in view of all that the prophets 
had foretold of him who was to be ruler in Israel; but if Christ is only the 
spiritual Saviour of mankind, in a universal general sense, their words have 
no meaning. In what sense could Christ be "king of the Jews," if he only 

stood in broad spiritual relationship to the human race as a whole? It may 
be suggested that he is king of spiritual Jews, who are not Jews outwardly, 
but in the heart. The reply to this is, that Christ is not king of his own 
people. Of them he says, "I call you not servants, but friends." They are 
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his brethren, "joint heirs with Christ" (Rom. 8:17), destined to 
reign with him a thousand years (Rev. 20:6). They are not his subjects, but 
aggregately his bride, "the Lamb's wife"—signifying the closest 
communion and identity of relational interest. Christ, therefore, cannot be 

king of the Jews in any spiritual sense. He is king of those Jews of whom 
David was king; for he is heir to his throne. That this was the nature of his 
claim, as understood by his contemporaries, is obvious from what 
followed the enquiry of the wise men: 

"When Herod the king had heard these things he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ 

should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea: for 
thus it is written by the prophet, and thou Bethlehem, in the land of 
Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda; for out of thee shall 
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel . . . And (Herod) 
sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in 
all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the 
time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men" (Matt. 2:2, 3, 
6, 16). 

 
Now whence all this commotion? If Christ was merely to be a spiritual 
ruler in the popular sense—exercising power from heaven in the hearts of 
men, without at all interfering with the temporal concerns of kings on 
earth, it is not conceivable that Herod should have been so jealous of him, 
because Christ's spiritual dominion would not in any way have conflicted 
with Herod's jurisdiction as a king. 

 
Assuming, however, that the enquiry of the wise men imported the verity 
of Christ's character as a king, appointed of God to sit on David's throne, 
Herod's procedure appears in a natural light. He was at that time ruler in 
Israel. He was, in fact, "King of the Jews," in the name of the Roman 
Caesar. For him, therefore, to hear of the birth of a rival to that position, 
was to be touched in the tenderest part, and to have all his jealousy aroused. 

He would see plainly that if he allowed this infant king to live, the people's 
allegiance might become diverted, and his own throne would be 
endangered. He therefore conceived the inhuman project of slaughtering 
the entire babyhood of Bethlehem, in the hope of destroying the object of 
his jealousy—a proof that he recognised in Christ, a prospective claimant 
of the literal kingship of Israel. 
 
If we trace the career and note the sayings of Christ, as further recorded, 

we shall find constant indications of the correctness of the view entertained 
by the apostles concerning his kingship. For instance, in the course of his 
sermon on the mount, he said: "Swear not by Jerusalem, for it is the 
city of the great King." Now it would be difficult to attach a likely 
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significance to these words on the popular supposition. If Christ is never 
to return to earth again, except for the purpose of plunging it in the 
"judgment fires" and blotting every vestige of its existence from creation, 
what possible connection can exist between him and the city which 

witnessed his humiliation, since in that case it must perish in the universal 
destruction? In the passage before us Jesus affirms a connection with it 
and accounts that connection so sacred that he prohibits us from using the 
name of the city on oath. He is "the Great King"—the "greater than 
Solomon." Jerusalem is the city. It existed at the time that Christ uttered 
the words under consideration; only in the time of Christ it was a great, 
prosperous and magnificent centre of royalty and learning, afterwards it 

became an insignificant abomination infested, and comparatively ruinous 
and neglected town in the heart of a petty Turkish province. Divine regard, 
however, is no less now than ever it was. The testimony is, "I have graven 
thee upon the palms of my hands: thy walls are continually before me" 
(Isa. xlix. 16). For a period, it has been in desolation. This was predicted 
by the Lord Jesus. He said: 

"They (the Jews) shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 
away captive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down 

of the Gentiles, UNTIL the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke 
21: 24). 

 
He also said (with tears in his eyes): 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her brood under her wings, 

and ye would not. Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I 
say unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth till ye shall say, Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord" (Matt. 23:37-39; Luke 
13:34, 35). 

 
Here was a treading down and a desolating foretold. That this referred to 
Jerusalem in Palestine is universally granted. Let it be noted then, that the 

place involved in the prediction of ruin, is the same which is related to the 
"UNTIL" by which that prediction is limited. If Jerusalem has been 
trodden down of the Gentiles, and left "desolate," she will as certainly, by 
the same prediction, recover from her fall when the period indicated by the 
word "until" arrives. In one case "until" arrives with the expiration of "the 
times of the Gentiles"; in the other, when the time comes that the Jewish 
nation will recognise the crucified Jesus as the name bearer of God. The 
declaration is that at that time, down treading and desolation shall cease. 

Now both events are certain. The termination of the times of the Gentiles, 
or the age of Gentile domination is decreed (Dan. 7:25-27; 9:24-27; Rom. 
9:25), and we are informed, in the following testimony, that the day is 
coming when Christ will yet be received by his penitent nation the Jews: 
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"I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him as 
one mourneth for an only son, and shall be in bitterness for him as 

one that is in bitterness for his firstborn" (Zech. 12;10). 
 
When these have been accomplished, what then for Jerusalem? Let the 
following testimonies give the answer: 

"The Lord shall inherit Judah, his portion in the Holy Land, and shall 
choose Jerusalem again" (Zech. 2. 12). 
 

"The Lord shall comfort Zion: He will comfort all her waste places 
and He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the 
garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, 
thanksgiving and the voice of melody" (Isa. 51. 3). 
 
"Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand 
of the Lord the cup of His fury. Thou hast drunken the dregs of the 
cup of trembling and wrung them out.... Therefore, hear now this thou 

afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine: Thus, saith thy Lord the 
Lord, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of His people. Behold I 
have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of 
the cup of My fury. Thou shalt no more drink it again" (Isa. 51:17, 
21, 22). 
 
"Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful 

garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; for henceforth there shall no 
more come into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean . . . Break 
forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem, for the 
Lord hath comforted His people, He hath redeemed Jerusalem" (Isa. 
52:1, 9). 
 
"The Lord of Hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and 

before His ancients gloriously" (Isa. 24:23). 
 
"At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord, and all 
the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lord, to 
Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of 
their evil heart" (Jer. 3:17). 
 
"For the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem; and he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more" (Mic. 4:2, 3). 
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Here, then, we learn that the city of Jerusalem has an important place in 
the purpose of God. It is destined to be the seat of that divine government 
which is to bless the world in the future age. It will, in fact, be the capital 

of the coming universal kingdom, constituting the centre of power, of law, 
of enlightenment, for the gladsome nations who will repair thither for 
instruction in that glorious age; for it is written: 

"And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and He will 
teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths, for out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (Isa. 

2:3). 
 
This going up of nations will be periodical, as we learn from Zech. 14:16: 

"And it shall come to pass that every one that is left of all the nations 
which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to 
worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, and to keep the feast of 
tabernacles." 

 

If any nation become refractory and refuse to pay this annual homage to 
the king of all the earth, they will be summarily dealt with. No need for 
armies and lazy process of military subjugation; a word from the King will 
stay the supplies of heaven and compel submission. It is written: 

"And it shall be that whoso shall not come up of all the families of 
the earth unto Jerusalem, to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, even 
upon them shall be no rain" (verse 17). 

 
Now the Lord Jesus was aware of this glorious destiny in store for the city 
of Jerusalem, and well knew the intimate relationship he should sustain to 
it when the time should come when his countrymen would say to him, 
"Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord;" and, with this in his 
mind, he could say with an appropriateness which can only be appreciated 
by those who understand the purposes of God, "Swear not by Jerusalem, 

for it is the city of the Great King." She is the city of the Great King, though 
now but a despised ruin; and those who laugh at the promises of her future 
glory, are guilty of a heinous crime against God, for which they may be 
called upon to answer. The Great King would not allow His friends to 
swear by her name; much less will he forbear the jibe of the scornful. He 
cometh to His city anon to rule the world in righteousness, and woe to the 
despiser; but blessed are all they who are looking for redemption in 
Jerusalem (Luke 2:38). To them the words of the prophet are addressed: 

"Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love 
her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her: that ye may 
suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations: that ye may 
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milk out and be delighted with the abundance of her glory" (Isa. 66: 
10, 11). 

 
Thus, we are enabled to extract from the words of Christ in his "sermon 

on the mount", evidence of a powerful kind of the reality of his kingship 
in relation to the earth. Nathanael, the "Israelite indeed, in whom there was 
no guile," adds to that evidence in the recognition of Christ to which he 
gave utterance on meeting him: "Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art 
the King of Israel" (John 6:15). That the conviction expressed in these 
words was generally impressed on the minds of the people by the teaching 
of Christ, is evident from the fact that "they wanted to take him by force, 

to make him a king" (John 6:15). Their language, on the occasion of his 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem, is evidence to the same point: 

"Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord! Blessed be the 
kingdom of our Father David that cometh in the name of the Lord" 
(Mark 11:10). 

 
Christ gave them reason for that conviction in the parable of the vineyard, 
contained in Luke 20, beginning at the 9th verse. The vineyard, says Jesus, 

was planted by a certain nobleman, and let out to husbandmen, and at the 
time of the fruit, the nobleman sent his servants to the husbandmen to get 
of the fruits of the vineyard: but they maltreated and killed them one after 
another (verses 13). "Then said the Lord of the vineyard, what shall I do? 
I will send my beloved son: it may be that they will reverence him when 
they see him; but when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned among 
themselves, saying; This is THE HEIR; come, let us kill him, that the 

inheritance may be ours. So, they cast him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him". This parable related to the nation of Israel, and the rulers thereof. 
This is evident from the 19th verse, and also from a statement in Isaiah 
5:7: "The vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the House of Israel." 
 
This being so, let us note the tendency of its teaching. In the rejected 
servants we recognise the prophets who shared the fate indicated in the 

words of Christ: "O Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and 
stonest them that are sent unto thee." The "Son" was the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as is evident from the words of Paul in Heb. 1. 2, which might be almost 
accepted as a commentary upon the parable under consideration: "God, 
who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son." 
 
If Christ, then, be the "son" of the parable, of necessity he is also the 

"heir". Of what? This is the important point, Answer: of the inheritance 
held by the husbandmen, for said they, "This is the heir; come, let us kill 
him, that the inheritance may be ours." Now, if that inheritance be the land 
and nation of the Jews, of which the Pharisees were the rulers or 
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"husbandmen," and Christ be the heir of these things, there is no escape 
from the conclusion sought to be established throughout this lecture. He is 
the rightful claimant to David's throne. "He came unto HIS OWN, and his 
own received him not" (John 1. 11). Why did they not receive him? What 

motive prompted the chief priests and rulers to destroy Jesus? It was not 
merely their hatred of righteousness. If Christ had simply been a teacher 
of religion, according to modern notions, doubtless they would have been 
among his admirers, but then he was "THE HEIR." He was the divinely 
sent of God to occupy David's throne, and put down all opposing authority 
and power, and his assertion of this character brought him into instant 
collision with them, because they had the inheritance in their possession. 

Therefore, said they, in their insensate short-sighted jealousy—"Come, let 
us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours." 
 
So, they plotted his destruction, and succeeded in their nefarious plans. 
They brought him before Pilate, who finding no fault in him, was willing 
to release him (Luke 23:13-16). This inflamed their animosity and 
developed the true nature of its origin. They cried out saying—"If thou let 
this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a 

KING speaketh against Caesar" (John 19:12). This had the desired effect: 
Pilate gave judgment; and Christ was crucified, and according to the 
Roman custom, the nature of the charge against him was specified in 
writing over the cross: "Jesus of Nazareth THE KING OF THE JEWS" 
(John 19:19). 
 
Here again the kingship of Christ came out in circumstantial prominence. 

He was crucified because he “made himself a king” (Matt. 27. 11). This is 
the declaration of the superscription. That superscription was not 
sufficiently definite for the chief priests. We read: (John 19:20, 21), “This 
title then read many of the Jews....Then said the chief priests of the Jews 
to Pilate, write not, The King of the Jews, but that HE SAID, I am King of 
the Jews.” Here is an important testimony from the chief priests as to 
Christ’s own assertion of his royalty. In fact, the closing scenes of our 

Lord’s life on earth, altogether constitute the most decisive proof that 
prospective Jewish royalty was the essential feature of his character as the 
Messiah—a feature which is entirely omitted in popular preaching. The 
teaching of the Apostles after our Lord’s ascension was the same on this 
important point. We read that the Jews of Thessalonica accused them to 
the rulers of the city after this fashion: 

“These that have turned the world upside down, are come hither also 
whom Jason hath received; and these all do contrary to the decrees 

Of Caesar, saying THAT THERE IS ANOTHER KING, ONE 
JESUS” (Acts 17:6, 7). 
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Paul made the same proclamation to the Athenians, in his address on Mars 
Hill, recorded in Acts 17:30, 31: 

"And the time of this ignorance God winked at, but now commandeth 
all men everywhere to repent, because He hath appointed a day in 

which He will judge (which, in its political application, means rule) 
the world in righteousness BY THAT MAN WHOM HE HATH 
ORDAINED; whereof He hath given assurance to all men in that He 
hath raised him from the dead." 

 
In fact, the great burden of the New Testament teaching concerning Jesus 
is, that he is "the Christ," that is, the Anointed One foretold by the prophets 

as the future king of the world. If you deny to him this kingship, you deny 
that he is the Christ—for the anointing refers, not only to his character as 
"the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world," but to his future 
development as God's vice regent on earth. His "Christing" is prospective, 
culminating in "the glory that shall be revealed," which shall "cover the 
earth as the waters cover the sea." Whosoever, therefore, is ignorant of 
this, and denies the future manifested Christ-ship of Jesus, cannot 
Scripturally or acceptably confess that he is the Christ, inasmuch as that 

confession is empty sound when it does not import the things signified. 
 
That Christ is the future king of the world is one of the most gladsome 
truths of revelation. What hope else is there for this sin afflicted world? It 
has groaned under ages of misrule. The riches of the earth are hoarded 
away in the halls of a surfeited few, and the great mass of humanity are 
left to welter out a degraded existence of poverty, ignorance, and misery. 

God's goodness has been fraudulently squandered. The provision, 
sufficient for competence to all who breathe this mundane atmosphere, has 
been rapaciously plundered by the unprincipled and the strong, and stored 
away in accursed garners from famishing millions. This is as true in the 
present latter-day civilization as it was in the ruthless days of yore; only 
the system—venerable by its antiquity—is more respectable, has the 
protection of the law, and is recognised as the indispensable institution of 

a well governed country. 
 
And among the people themselves, what barrenness and hideousness we 
behold! How intellectually empty! How morally destitute! How ignoble 
and selfish! How small and groveling! Some say the world is getting 
better. It is a mistake. Intellectual acuteness is on the increase; but real 
character is dwarfing with the increase of years. Mankind is deteriorating 
with the spread of civilization. Flimsiness and frivolity are the order of the 

day. Thoroughgoing good sense and earnestness of moral purpose are 
confined to a despised minority. The word of God is of light esteem, and 
faith hath almost vanished from the earth. 
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Where shall we find comfort for the future? The world is incurable by 
human agency. Its only hope lies in the truth expressed in the title of this 
lecture. A great Deliverer is waiting the appointed time of blessing; Christ 
at God's right hand is the future king of the world; he who endured the 

shame of a malefactor's cross is coming to wear the honor of a universal 
crown; and though dark be the clouds that usher in his august advent, and 
fierce the convulsions that will attend the earth's deliverance, great will be 
the glory of the day he will bring, and everlasting the repose that will settle 
on the everlasting hills. 

 

GOD “WILL AVENGE” GENTILE 

DISOBEDIENCE 

 
By Robert Roberts 

 
At the beginning of Ezekiel’s ministry, he was called on to eat a symbolic 

roll, representative of the message to Israel with which he was entrusted. 
The contents of this roll you may remember were described 
as “lamentation and mourning and woe.” The sequel of Ezekiel’s 
prophecy is in complete accord with this description of its character. It is, 
with slight intermissions here and there, a continual exhibition of coming 
calamity because of iniquity. In this, Ezekiel is no exception to the other 
prophets. They are all of them deeply tinged and charged with this element 

which is so repugnant to human feeling. They are all of them burdened 
with wrath and evil—all of them full of deprecation and condemnation of 
Israel to whom they were addressed.  
 
This is a fact worth pondering. How comes this to be the case? Why should 
the Bible differ from all other books in this? The public writers of other 
nations—of whatever age or country—indulge in terms of patriotic 

complacency and congratulation. They praise the race and the land to 
which they belong, whether it be Greek or Roman, British or French, 
German or American. You do not find a Frenchman running down the 
French, nor a Briton disparaging the English; nor do you even find a Jew 
lowering the race of Israel. The Jews are like man universally. They boast 
of their stock and will even give an egotistic interpretation to their 
dispersion. They will tell you that God scattered them that they might be 
made a blessing to the world—that the excellence of Israel might not be 

confined to a narrow country like Palestine! 
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Why do the prophets differ from the Jews and universal man in this one? 
One reason we know: that, in writing these Scriptures, they wrote not 
according to their own, but according to divine impulse. As Peter says: 

“Prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, but holy men of 

God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
This is a great difference, and a sufficient explanation of the literary and 
moral difference between the Scriptures of the prophets and the writings 
of merely natural writers of all ages. But why should the fact of the Spirit 
of God being in a man give a morose turn to His communications? Why 
should not the Spirit of God express itself in lightsome, good-natured, 

amiable terms? There is a reason. The messages of the prophets came in 
the main because Israel, to whom they were delivered, had set God aside. 

“They have estranged themselves from Me: they have not hearkened 
to My commandments.” 

 
This is God’s own explanation. But again, a question: why should this be 
a reason? Why should not man be at liberty to choose his own way, and 
follow his own bent? Why should his doing so be a cause of divine anger? 

The answer is at once of a boundless depth and of Sunday school 
simplicity. God has made all things for Himself, and especially man. The 
earth is not for man, except man fulfil the end for which God placed him 
on it, which was that he might glorify God and taste the true sweetness of 
his own nature in rendering to Him the submission of a loving obedience 
and the homage of a sincere worship. If we ask why should God make His 
glory the governing consideration in the regulation of human destiny, even 

to this, reason has a clear answer. God is the essence of all things: He is 
the fountain of life, the beginning of being, the means of universal 
subsistence. Any life we now have is His and by His permission. Any life 
we hope to have in the resurrection state is His and by His permission. 
Without Him, there can be no life and no anything. God only has life and 
wisdom and power in Himself. All substance, all organization, all beauty, 
all excellence of adaption, whether in the constitution of small objects like 

plants and animals, or in the arrangement of the gigantic bodies and 
movements of the universe, are due to Him, and of Him, and in Him. It is, 
therefore, most reasonable that His will should be law.  
 
What man who had laid out a fine estate and built a palace on it and filled 
it with adjacent houses for dependents to live nearby his favour, would not 
desire his will to be the law of the place? What reasonable tenant would 
demur? And if it would be considered reasonable that a man’s will should 

be law in such a case, though the man made not the ground, nor the stone, 
nor the people invited to live near him, how much more reasonable is it 
that God’s will should be law, who has made heaven and earth, and 
sustains all things and creatures in being by His power? 
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This being so, look at the circumstances evoking the condemnation of the 
prophets. Israel had set aside His Law. They had done so from the 
beginning. It was of the Lord’s mercy they were allowed to live at all. God 

Himself sets the case before them. He presents to them their history as it 
appeared to Him, which is a Jewish history of a very different complexion 
from that written by Jew or Gentile in our days. He told them that from the 
beginning they had gone astray. 

“This city hath been to me a provocation of Mine anger from the day 
that they built it.” 

 

Even before Jerusalem’s history began, they angered Him by their 
continual non-compliance with His revealed requirements. “While ye 
were yet in Egypt,” He says, in effect, “I was minded to destroy you for 
your stubborn rejection of My ways: but I refrained for My name’s 
sake” (not for your righteousness), as even Moses told them (Deut. 
9:5). “After you came out of Egypt,” God proceeds to say, “I would have 
destroyed you in the wilderness for your perpetual refusal to walk in My 
law. I did destroy a generation of you when ye refused to go up into the 

land, and after 40 years your children went in. And I said to the children, 
Be not like your fathers, but hearken to My law and walk in My 
commandments. But the children were no better than the fathers, and 
turned aside to the ways and the gods of the heathen round about them. 
And thus it has been with you time after time till the present day. And now 
you wish to enquire of me? I will not be enquired of by you. I will number 
you to the slaughter, and give you over to the sword. The land shall be 

cleared of its inhabitants and shall lie desolate.” And so, it came to pass. 
 
There is an application of all this which is not apparent at first, but 
becomes very apparent on second thoughts, and is not far-fetched at all, 
but the manifest truth. All these things, Paul says, happened to Israel “for 
ensample,” and were “written for our admonition.” Israel for a time is 
cast off, and now the Gentiles have their turn. They have diverged as 

constantly from the divine law as Israel did. Yet, like Israel, they are on 
very good terms with themselves, and if we were to judge by appearances, 
we should think as they think. But if we could hear their history portrayed 
by a divine hand, as Israel’s was, we should see a very different picture 
from that exhibited in the thousand-voiced histories that pout from the 
press at the present time. Nay, we do not need to wait for such a portrayal: 
we have it in the precepts of what they ought to be.  
 

God had patience a long time with Israel, so much so that they 
misunderstood it, and concluded that God took no notice, and was 
unconcerned at what was passing in their midst (Ezek. 8:12). And so it is 
with the Gentiles. They have been so long left to themselves that God has 
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become mythical with them; His deeds in past times a legend: His judicial 
ways a smile. They practically say, and often say it in very words, “God is 
very negligent of us if there be a God.”  
 

The appearance of things seems to confirm their view. Day slips away after 
day without any visible indication that God takes any notice or regards 
with any displeasure the universal dishonour of His name and setting at 
naught of His commandments. Let us not be misled by appearances. It is 
only a repetition of what happened in Israel’s days. God’s own history of 
their course shows that His anger was burning slowly against them all the 
thousand years they were in the land, notwithstanding that He allowed 

them to enjoy His bounty, and loaded them with His goodness. He was not 
inattentive, but He was long suffering. He keeps not His anger forever, yet 
after so much forbearance, the suppressed flame bursts forth and devours 
all before it.  
 
Read the history of the last Jewish war—the war of Rome against 
Jerusalem—the invasion of the Holy Land in the first century under 
Vespasian and Titus. Get a full view of the devastations, and the horrors, 

and the slaughters, and the ruin that overwhelmed the land. God in His 
providence has given us the opportunity in the narrative of an eyewitness 
and performer—Josephus. We ought to read this once a year. It enables us 
to see and to feel what the outburst of a long restrained divine anger means. 
And it qualifies us to read aright our own times. On the surface “all things 
continue as they were from the beginning.” Men with impunity follow 
their own God-disregarding ways, think their own proud thoughts, and 

speak their own masterful and irreverent words. It seems not to matter 
whether a man pray or blaspheme. Let us not be misled by appearances. 
We have God’s own Word about this as well as about Israel. 

“The indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and His fury upon 
all their armies.” 
 
“The world lieth in wickedness.” 

 
“He is angry with the wicked every day.” 

 
His anger is destined to come to a terrible head in the last days of the 
Gentile dispensation. In a figurative sense, we may say the storm is on its 
way. Thus, it is written, 

“The whirlwind of the Lord goeth forth with fury—a continuing 
whirlwind; it shall fall with pain upon the head of the wicked. The 

fierce anger of the Lord shall not return until He have done it, and 
until He have performed the intents of His heart: in the latter days, 
Ye shall consider it!”  
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In the latter days, Ye shall consider it!! It will be considered in the latter 
days, because in these days it will be manifest, as it is written, 

“At that time (in “the time of the end,” when the northern hosts 
overrun the Holy Land and encounter an unexpected and unknown 

antagonist in the Prince that standeth for the children of Daniel’s 
people, Dan. 11:40; 12:1) . . . there shall be a time of trouble such as 
never was since there was a nation even to that same time.” 

 
Or as it is in the symbolic language of the Apocalypse. 

“Voices and thunders and lightnings, and a great earthquake such as 
was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake and 

so great” (16:18)—“the nations angry, Thy wrath come, and the time 
of the dead” (11:18). 

 
Consequently, we walk not wisely unless we walk in full view of what is 
impending. We are walking on the crust of a slumbering volcano. The 
world is on the verge of a time of devastating judgment. Look abroad and 
see the tokens of its approach. See the tempestuous aspect of human affairs 
everywhere. The Irish question presses on English people as a nightmare, 

but this is nothing compared with the stormy blackness gathering on the 
continent. What is the meaning of all the nations of civilization straining 
their utmost resources to get into fighting readiness and staggering under 
the weight of their preparations? Is it not exactly what was spoken of long 
ago? 

“Prepare war: wake up the mighty men . . . gather the kings of the 
earth and the whole world to the war of the great day of God 

Almighty?” (Behold I come as a thief.) 
 
Men of a certain kind of education laugh it all off. But the gathering 
elements of calamity will not be laughed away but go on gathering from 
year to year. They will at last reach the bursting point, and then what 
desolations will be wrought in all the earth, as saith David by the Spirit in 
Psalm 46. 

 
“Be wise now therefore, O ye kings,” saith the same Spirit in another 
Psalm. If kings in general are so exhorted, how much more is the 
exhortation addressed to God’s own kings and priests who are destined to 
be manifested in the heart of the coming storm, and to reign in peace when 
its fury has wrecked all human thrones and caused the glory of the world 
to pass away. “Be wise.” Walk in patience, in faithfulness, in obedience, 
in fear. Be sober. Refuse the moral inebriation which fills all hearts with 

frivolity and heedlessness. Let the time past of our lives suffice to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
What says he? 

“Men ought always to pray and not to faint.” 
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Prayer and frivolity are mutually exclusive conditions. Trouble is good in 
helping us to take refuge in the one and abandon the other. It is as an 
antidote to fainting—mental fainting—that Jesus prescribes it. What he 

means he exactly illustrates. He speaks of a widow woman who wearied 
out an unjust judge by her importunity and got him to attend to her to get 
rid of her. Jesus does not suggest that such a principle is at work with 
regard to God, but rather argues that if a human judge can be moved by 
importunity, how much more the unerring judge of heaven and earth? 

“Shall not God avenge His own elect that cry day and night unto Him, 
though He bear long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them 

speedily.” 
 
Cry unto God in your trouble “day and night.” It is what Jesus 
recommends. God will at last avenge—though He bears long and appears 
to take no notice of your words. 

“He will avenge.” 
 
Mark the words. He does not propose the everlasting triumph of injustice. 

Are you defrauded, injured, defamed? Bear it. God bears. 
“He will avenge.” 
 
“Avenge not yourselves.” 

 
If you avenge yourselves, you leave Him nothing to do. If you leave it to 
Him, He will do it thoroughly and sweetly. Christ’s promise to the 

Philadelphian brethren is an indication. 
“I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, 
and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship 
before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee.” 

 
This was written for all who have ears to hear, as the postscript to the 
message shows. 

“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
Ecclesias.” 

 
Therefore, it is an assurance to every man that if he will only wait God’s 
time, he will not be put to shame at last, but will be vindicated in the most 
glorious style. Only we must wait. We must take it patiently, if we do well 
and suffer for it. We must not render evil for evil, and railing for railing, 
but contrariwise, blessing, doing good to them that hate us, as opportunity 

may serve, praying for them that despitefully use and afflict us. All this is 
commanded; and it is only the obedient that will be divinely befriended in 
the day of recompense, whose shadow is already over the world, and 
whose advent will shortly be the sudden fact of the hour. 
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There is a world of meaning in James’ words, 

“Be patient, brethren; for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” 
 

The kind of patience that is meant is not the mere sluggish passivity of a 
creature of dull feeling. Such was not the patience of Jesus and the 
prophets. They were all men of the keenest feeling. The patience that is 
acceptable is defined as a “patient continuance in well-doing;” a quiet, 
persistent, inextinguishable industry in the keeping of the commandments 
of God (for this, and this only, is the standard of acceptable well-doing). 
It may be hard work for flesh and blood for the time being but the hardest 

of work can be done when there is a good reason. We have the best of all 
reasons in this case. The present will certainly pass away; the future of 
God’s purpose will certainly come. His judgment will be poured out; His 
Kingdom will be established; His chosen, though dissolved in dust for 
ages, like Abraham, will stand before Him “with exceeding joy” as if at 
the end of a single night’s refreshing sleep. Then shall the righteous be 
glad and all the upright in heart shall glory. They will no longer be checked 
and restrained and mortified by the unreflecting, unrighteous deeds of a 

godless generation; and no longer burdened to the earth by the weakness 
of a sin-clogged and mortal nature. On the contrary, they will be refreshed 
and gladdened by wisdom and righteousness and praise on the right hand 
and on the left. They will be joyfully established in the presence of the 
righteous everywhere in the strength and freedom of the Spirit-
nature. “Children of the day,” to them the day will have come at last, when 
the Sun from the unclouded azure of the dawn will pour his bountiful and 

healing beams over the land and ocean, filling the earth with life and 
praise. In the prospect of this, may we not say with Paul, 
“The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 
 

THE KINGDOM AND DOMINION 
 By John Thomas 

 
The word kingdom, in the Greek Basileia, is of very common occurrence 
in the Scriptures of the prophets and apostles. In the English tongue it is 
derived from the two words king and dominion, which when joined 

together, with the syllables inion cut off, make kingdom. The radical idea 
of the word is therefore king’s dominion, or dominion of a king. Kingdom 
has a plurality of significations in our language, and is not restricted to the 
idea of authority, or jurisdiction. It is sometimes used to signify the 
territory or country subject to a king, undivided by the interposition of 
other countries. This is the kingdom proper or “the first dominion.” At 
other times, it is used to signify the inhabitants of the country, 
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or population subject to a king. This diversity of signification comes from 
the word dominion, which imports “territory under a government; region; 
country; district governed, or within the limits of authority of a prince or 
state. Government; right of governing. Persons governed.” 

  
            There may be many countries under the jurisdiction of one and the 
same king. The plural is then used, and they are styled the king’s 
dominions, of which all that are situated beyond the kingdom proper 
constitute the empire or second dominion. This distinction is observed in 
the prophets as appears from the testimony— 

“I will make Israel that was cast off a strong nation; and THE LORD 

SHALL REIGN OVER THEM IN MOUNT ZION from henceforth 
even for ever. And then, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the 
daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even THE FIRST 

DOMINION; the KINGDOM shall come to the daughter of 
Jerusalem”—(Micah 4: 7-8). 

  
The first dominion, then, and the kingdom are the same; but that there is 
dominion beyond “the first” is also apparent from another testimony which 

speaks both of kingdom and dominion. Thus the prophet says— 
“There was given to one like the Son of Man DOMINION, and glory, 
and A KINGDOM, that all people, and nations, and languages 
should serve him”—(Daniel 7: 13-14). 

  
Queen Victoria has a first and secondary dominion. The United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland is the first dominion; while India, British 

America, the West Indies, etc., constitute the second. So it will be when 
the Kingdom comes to Jerusalem; the Kingdom of Israel then existing on 
the land of Israel will be the King of Israel’s first dominion; while all other 
nations and countries will be his secondary possession— 

“For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee, O Zion, shall 
perish; yea those nations shall be utterly wasted”—(Isaiah 60: 
12).        

  
The word kingdom is not a full translation of Basileia; for while it signifies 
a kingdom, realm, that is, the region or the country governed by a king; 
kingly power, authority, dominion, reign; it also signifies, royal dignity, 
majesty and the title and honour of a king. In 
short Basileia imports basileos ta, the things of a basileus or king. It is in 
this way it is used in the scriptures. 
  

A king’s personalia are all expressed by basileia. Hence it stands for the 
king’s majesty in which he shall appear, when he comes in power and great 
glory, as expressed in these words— 
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“Verily, there be some standing here, who shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of Man coming in his KINGDOM”—(basileia)— 
(Matthew 16: 28). 

  

This majesty in the preceding verse is called “the glory of the Father,” in 
which the Son of Man shall come accompanied “with the angels,” and at 
which time “he will reward every man according to his works.” The 
passage might be more intelligibly, and quite as correctly rendered, “who 
shall not taste of death until that they shall behold the Son of Man making 
his appearance (erchomenon) in his majesty.” 
            

In some MSS. basileia is displaced by the word doxe, that is, visible glory, 
splendour, brightness, dazzling light, or majesty. The persons to be thus 
favoured were Peter, James, and John, who six days after Jesus spoke the 
words, became eye-witnesses of the basileia or doxa with which he will 
be invested when he confounds the moon, and puts the sun to shame “at 
the appearing in his kingdom” (Isaiah 24: 23; 2 Timothy 4: 1). In bearing 
testimony to this Peter says for himself and his brethren— 

“We have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made 

known unto you the POWER and COMING of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his MAJESTY. For he received 
from God the Father HONOUR and GLORY, when there came such 
a voice to him from the magnificent glory, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came out of 
heaven we heard when we were with him in the Holy Mount”—(2 
Peter 1: 16-18). 

  
The word “coming” in this place is parousia in the Greek, from pareimi, 
a verb which signifies to be present, to have come. Parousia, therefore, 
imports actual presence; which accords with our rendering 
of erchomenon in the text of Matthew “making his appearance.” What 
the three apostles saw on the Mount of Transfiguration was the majesty of 
the Son of God. This majesty consisted of “honour and glory” received 

from the Father; and therefore styled “the glory of the Father.” When 
Jesus is actually present on Mount Zion in Jerusalem, it is no cunningly 
devised fable to affirm, that he will be seen there as he was seen by three 
mortal men on the Mount of Transfiguration. This is his parousia en te 
basileia auloa and the erchomenos tou vhiou tou anthrapou—his 
manifestation in his kingdom. 
  
The word basileia is used in the proclamation of John the Baptiser, Jesus, 

and the Apostles, before the crucifixion. They preached, 
saying, “the basileia, or kingdom, of the heavens is at hand.” In this 
instance kingdom means neither territory, population, dominion, reign nor 
power. Dr. George Campbell supposes that John and Jesus announced the 
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approach of the reign of heaven, that is, of the Messiah, which after his 
resurrection was actually established. But this is contrary to fact. Jesus is 
king of Israel of right; but instead of his reign being acknowledged by his 
people, they refused to submit to him, and put him to death. And after his 

resurrection the national will was still supposed to be his. The apostles 
spent their lives in urging his claims to the throne and kingdom of David, 
which was nevertheless rejected, and brought ruin upon the nation. What 
sort of reign is this? The reign of a king over rebels, which is no reign at 
all. 
  
John did not certainly proclaim the reign of heaven at hand in preaching 

repentance, because the basileia approached. He was too well instructed 
in the prophets to do this. What he cried was, 

“Repent, because the kingdom of the heavens has approached.” 

 
The kingdom here was not something to appear seven years after; but a 

something that was actually present. Eggike is the perfect of eggizo, and 
imports what has already come to pass. It does not signify at hand to come, 
but has come to hand—it is present, in your midst. What is it that is 
present? The basileia—THE LORD whose way I call upon you to 
prepare. “He standeth among you;” and “that he should 
be manifested to Israel, I am come, as his precursor, baptising in water, 
and preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of 

sins” (Matthew 3: 2; Mark 1: 3-4; John 1: 26, 31). 
  
Thus spake John, when in the spirit and power of Elijah he lifted up his 
voice in the wilderness in the performance of his mission to announce the 
presence, and approaching manifestation of the King of Israel, and to 
prepare a people to receive him (Luke 1: 17). Hence his proclamation was, 

“Repent, because the Majesty of the heavens has 
arrived;” or, “because His Majesty, the King of Israel, and of the 

nations, is about to appear before you.” “I know not who he is; but 
He that sent me to baptise with water, the same said unto me, Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the 
same is he who baptiseth with the Holy Spirit:” and when John saw 
this he bear record that Jesus is the Son of God (John 1: 33-34). 

  
That basileia is sometimes put for king, and the contrary, in the scriptures, 

appears from these words— 
“Blessed is HE THAT COMETH in the name of the Lord; blessed 
be THE KINGDOM of our father David THAT COMETH in the 
name of the Lord”—(Mark 11: 9-10). 

 
According to another they said— 
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“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed be he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord”—(Matthew 21: 5, 9). 

 
This he regards as a fulfilment of the saying— 

“Behold, thy KING, O Zion, cometh unto thee, meek and sitting upon 
an ass”—(Zechariah 9: 9). 

 
A third records it in the words— 

 “Blessed be THE KING that cometh in the name of the Lord”—
(Luke 19: 38). 

  
In the prophet Daniel also kings and kingdoms are used synonymously 
(Daniel 2: 44); so that it is according to the analogy of scripture to 
render basileia or kingdom by king, if the scope and context of the place 

demand it. 

 

Brisbane Baptism Questions 
 

CONCERNING CHRIST AS THE VANQUISHER OF THE 

GENTILES AND THE RESTORER OF ISRAEL 

 

118. How does the plan and purpose of Yahweh with Israel and the 

earth develop after the judgment seat of Christ? 

 
After the resurrection and judgment (Dan.12:2-3; 2 Tim.4:1) of all the 
responsible, the immortal saints with Christ as their head will engage in a 

series of confrontations with the Gogian forces (Russia/European 
Confederacy Eze.38; 39) in those regions south of Jerusalem and in Egypt 
(Isa.34:6, 8; 63:1-3; Dan.11:40-45). This will culminate in the battle of 
Armageddon (Rev.16: 12-16), which takes place in the vicinity of 
Jerusalem (Zech.14:2; Joel 3).  
 
Coinciding with Armageddon is a mighty earthquake (Eze.38:19), which 

completely alters the geography of Jerusalem and much of Israel 
(Zech.14:4-5), clearing and preparing the area around Mount Zion for the 
construction of Yahweh’s House of Prayer for all nations (Eze.40-48). 
After the miraculous destruction of Gog’s mighty host by which “the tents 
of Judah” are saved first (Zech.12:7) the land of Israel over a period of 
seven years will be cleansed of all its implements of war (Eze.39:9).  
 

The building of the House of Prayer for all nations will commence and the 
Aionian Gospel (or the Gospel of the kingdom age) will be preached in 
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which the ten tribes (all Jews living outside of Jerusalem) are commanded 
to return to the Promised Land (Rev.18:4; Matt.24:31; Eze.36:24-28; 
Eze.37:21-22; Jer.31:8-11; Isa.11:12).  
 

The nations are also warned to submit utterly to the dictates of Israel’s 
Messiah who has come not only to set up God’s kingdom in Israel but to 
rule all of the earth with its territories to be ruled by those He will appoint 
over them (Psa.2:6-12; Rev.14:6-7).  The Roman Catholic Church will 
oppose the reign of Christ. Rome (Babylon the Great) will come into 
remembrance before Yahweh and will be totally destroyed as a warning to 
all the nations (Rev.14:8-10; Rev.16:17-21; Rev.18:1-3).  

 
The European nations will not submit and will rise up through the 
instigation of the Papacy to destroy the Jews and overthrow their king. 
Christ will then in a series of catastrophic judgments destroy these 
European powers (Rev.19:19-20; Eze.20:38; 39:21-25; Micah 7:15-17).  
At last, the ten tribes, which will be purged of all rebels by many 
judgments, after the type of when Israel came out of Egypt under Moses, 
will be reunited with Judah in the land of promise.  

 
All opposition around the world will be subdued to the righteous reign of 
Christ Who will sit upon the throne of David in Jerusalem (Micah 4:6-8; 
Acts 3:19-21; Luke 1:32-33), His twelve Apostles judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel (Matt.19:28; Luke 22:30) and His Immortal Saints will be 
rulers over all the earth (Dan.7:19, 28; Luke 22:30). 
For further reading refer to “Mystery of the Covenant of the Holy Land 

explained” by bro. Thomas. 
 

Will the Jews be a righteous nation in the day of their restoration? 
Yes. A new covenant will be made with them under which all their sins 
will be forgiven. The law of God will be written in their hearts and minds 
and all will know and love God from the least to the greatest. (Isaiah 60:21; 
Jeremiah 31:31-34). 

 

119. The kingdom of God thus divinely constituted will continue for 

how long and what will be the nature of Earth’s inhabitants during 

this blessed time? 

 
The kingdom of God will continue one thousand years during which sin 
and death will still exist among the earth’s subject inhabitants. It will, 
however, be in a much milder degree than is now our experience, for the 
curse, which came upon the earth as a result of man’s initial rebellion 
against Yahweh, will be lifted to a great extent. Life expectancy will be 
greatly prolonged and the world will be in a blessed and happy state. 
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(Revelation 20:4-9 & 11:15; Isaiah 65:20; Ezekiel 44:22 & 25; 1 
Corinthians 15:24-28). 
 
120. What will Yahweh require of the nations during this one-

thousand-year reign of Christ? 

 
The nations will be required to come up yearly to Jerusalem to worship 
and be judged at God’s House of Prayer, such a temple as has never been 
seen upon the earth for size and magnificence. The land of Israel will be 
turned into a paradise and the temple will stand in the centre of the land in 
a section of that glorious country, which will be dedicated wholly to 

Yahweh. A law will be established, which shall go forth to the nations for 
their “instruction in righteousness,” resulting in the abolition of war to the 
ends of the earth, and the “filling of the earth with knowledge of the glory 
of Yahweh, as the waters cover the sea.” (Zechariah 14:16-19; Ezekiel 40-
48; Haggai 2:9; Isaiah 60:7 & 13; Micah 4:1-3; Isaiah 42:4, 11:1-10 & 2:4; 
Habakkuk 2:14). 
 

In what relation will the nations of the earth stand to Israel and their 

glorious king? 
The nations of the earth will all be subject to Christ and give honour to the 
Jews of whose blessedness they will share. (Isaiah 60:9-18; Zephaniah 
3:14-20; Zechariah 8:23). 

 

YAHWEH’S PURPOSE DEVELOPED DURING THE 

MILLENNIUM 
Bro. Thomas in Elpis Israel shows the purpose of the first 6,000 years of God’s plan 

is to furnish His kingdom and empire of nations with its king and an adequate number 

of immortal rulers. The purpose of the millennium is to people the globe when under 

its eternal and incorruptible constitution with sufficient immortals to at last fill the 

earth with His glory. “The revealed mystery of God's will, which He has purposed in 

His own mind, is first to found a kingdom and empire of nations, which He will bestow 

on the crucified and resurrected King of the Jews, and upon all those who believe the 

doctrine, or word, concerning it, and become obedient to the faith; and secondly, at 

the end of 7,000 years from the foundation of the world, to renovate the globe, and to 

people it with immortal men ‘equal to the angels’, who shall all have attained to the 

eternal state and to the possession of all its transcendent glories, on the principle of 

believing His ‘exceeding great and precious promises’, and of lovingly and voluntarily 

obeying His laws.” (Elpis Israel Part 1 pg. 184). 

 

121. What is Yahweh’s purpose with this millennial reign of 

Christ? 
The mission of the kingdom age will be to subdue all enemies and finally 
death itself, by opening the way of life to the nations, which they will enter 
by faith during the thousand years, and (in reality) at their close. (1 
Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation 21:4 & 20:12-15; Isaiah 25:6-8). 
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122. What happens at the end of the millennium? 

Paul tells us that Christ “must reign till he has put all his enemies under 
his feet”. The scriptures prophesy that there will be a general rebellion led 
by a Satan (adversary) who no doubt is envious of the King of Glory. This 
devil goes forth to Gogue’s Magogian people and falsely accuses the king 
and his saints. In deceiving them he raises an innumerable army to try to 

re-establish the kingdom of man or Satan’s kingdom as it had existed one 
thousand years previously as the sole authority of all the earth. But at the 
moment when they think they have the victory “encompassing the camp 
of the saints and the beloved city” Yahweh will deliver His king; for “fire 
shall come down from God out of heaven and shall devour them.” After 
this, at the close of one thousand years, there will be a general resurrection 
and judgment for those mortals who lived during this period. The result of 
this second resurrection and judgment at the end of Christ’s one-thousand-

year reign will be the final extinction of the wicked, and the 
immortalization of those who have come into harmony with the Divine 
mind during Christ’s reign. Only immortals will then inhabit the earth for 
all those out of harmony with Yahweh will have been destroyed. 
(Revelation 20 & 21:5-8; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28). 
 

Will the kingdom then come to an end? 

The kingdom will never end but it undergoes a change at the close of the 
millennium. This will be after death has been abolished from the earth. It 
is at this remarkable epoch that Christ will deliver up the kingdom to the 
Father, that God may be all and in all. (Luke 1:33; 1 Corinthians 15:28 & 
26; Revelation 21:4; 1 Corinthians 15:24-25). 

 

123. Do you agree that Yahweh’s great purpose at the end of 

the millennium is to at last destroy the law of sin and death, the 

“devil” or “sin in the flesh,” from the earth?  
 
Yes. All those who please God during their lives through this period of 
one thousand years will enter into life eternal, just as those who enter into 
life eternal at Christ’s second appearing before the kingdom age 
commences. Any of this class who die during the kingdom age will then 
be raised and glorified. If they are alive when the millennium comes to a 

close, then after the second judgment they will be changed. Their number 
will be much greater than the number of those who become immortal at 
the beginning of the thousand years. They will be the harvest, while those 
accepted at the second appearing of Christ will be the first fruits. (1 
Corinthians 15:26; Revelation 20:12; Revelation 14:4). 
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Bro. Thomas states in Elpis Israel “When sin is eradicated from the world there will 

be no more death; for death and sin are boon companions; as it is written, ‘The wages 

of sin is death’. The abolition of death presupposes the extinction of sin in the flesh; 

and consequently, that the animal nature of man has been transformed (not 

evaporated, but changed) into the spiritual nature of the Elohim…Religion begins in 

the third chapter of Genesis, and finds the record of its end in the last two chapters of 

the Revelation. Its abolition is expressed in these words: ‘Behold, the tabernacle of 

God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God 

Himself shall be with them as their God. And He shall wipe away all tears from their 

eyes: and there shall be NO MORE DEATH, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 

there be any more pain for the former things are passed away. And He that sat upon 

the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And there shall be NO MORE CURSE’. 

(Rev. 21:3-5; 22:3) Then will the victory be complete. The Sin-power and all its works 

will be finally abolished; and an eternal jubilee gladden the hearts of men, in whom 

God will be all and in all. (1 Cor. 15:28)” (Elpis Israel Part 1 chapter 5 “The Way to 

the Tree of Life” pg. 168-169) 

 

When death is thus abolished from the earth, will the earth be 

destroyed? 
 
No. The earth will endure forever, filled with the glory of God and His 

deathless, rejoicing people. (Revelation 22:3-5; Habakkuk 2:14; Psalm 
78:69, 2:8 & 37:18; Revelation 11:15) 
 
Bro. Thomas concludes Elpis Israel with these stirring words: “Such is ‘the end, 

when the Son shall deliver up the Kingdom to the Father that God may be all and 

in all’ (1 Cor. 15:24-28; Rev. 21:3). The separation between God and Man began 

with the transgression of the first Adam; it continues till the end of the 7000 years, 

when sin and death are utterly eradicated, and harmony again established in this 

orb of his glorious universe. Earth will have been delivered from moral and 

physical evil by His power administered and displayed through the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who, though ‘subjected to the Father,’ will have the pre-eminence over all 
‘his brethren’ through the endless duration of ages. The last resurrection, which 

is implied in the development of ‘the end’ (Rev. 20:6), will bring up from the dust 

the sleeping dead of the previous thousand years. Those who are accounted 

worthy of eternal life will receive it and be added to the saints of the ‘first 

resurrection.’ Thus, a population will have been provided for the earth, which, 

instead of being destroyed, will be renovated, and all things belonging to it made 

new (Rev. 21:5). The earth and its inhabitants will be incorruptible, undefiled and 

unfading. God, according to His word, will have made ‘a full end of all nations,’ 

except that of Israel, which will be the sole occupant of the globe, and every 

Israelite, ‘an Israelite indeed,’ ‘equal to the Elohim,’ and crowned with glory and 

honor throughout all ages. During, the thousand years their nation will consist of 

three classes, Christ and the saints, righteous Israelites in the flesh, and those 

who ‘die accursed,’ but when perfection comes, there will be but one class, and 

all will be immortal. The purpose of God, in the formation of the earth, will be 

accomplished; and ‘the headstone of the creation will be brought forth with 

shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto i. (Zechariah 4:7).’” (Elpis Israel Part 3 

‘The Second Exodus’  
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Hints for Bible Markers 

Psalms 13:5 
 

“But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy 

salvation.” 

 
It goes without saying, but we will point it out anyway, Jesus Christ had 
total trust in the mercy of  God. But how is our trust in his mercy? None 
live so easily, so pleasantly as those who live by faith in our Heavenly 
Father’s mercy. Trusting when the way is rough that Yahweh knows best. 
We can always trust ourselves entirely, in all situations, good or evil, to 
the help that God has promised to those that love Him. “Behold, the eye 

of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his 
mercy;” (Psalms 33:18). Thus, we should summit gladly to all conditions, 
good and bad in obedience to His will finding perfect peace and rest while 
our “hearts rejoice in thy salvation.” “And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand.” (John 10:28). 
   

Psalms 13:6 

 

“I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with 

me.” 
 

Continuing on with the thoughts of hearts rejoicing in thy salvation we 
find the joy of the righteous manifests itself in song. All human authority 

is ended, and the long-awaited kingdom of the Lord has come. God’s 
power is proclaimed through Christ and his immortalized saints. What a 
wonderful state of society will be on the earth when all are under the 
influence of the knowledge of Yahweh is upon all the earth and the ways 
of the Deity overseen by perfect rulers. At that time not only will the elect 
of God sing a new song, but the Heavenly Father’s praise shall be sung by 
all throughout the wilderness, the cities, even the entire planet. 

 
“O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvelous things: 
his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory. The LORD 
hath made known his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly showed 
in the sight of the heathen. He hath remembered his mercy and his truth 
toward the house of Israel: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 
of our God.” (Psalms 98:1-3) 
 

To be continued next month, Lord Willing                        bro.  Beryl Snyder 




