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Ecclesial News 

 

Tennessee Ecclesia 

 

Dear brethren and sisters in the One Hope we share, 

 

It has been a few years since we have put in any ecclesial news from Tn 

ecclesia. We have seen a lot of changes in the world, all leading towards 

the soon return of Jesus to the earth. It’s been amazing to see the world 

react to the covid pandemic and the panic that ensued. The fact that GOD 

brought the world to its knees in such a short time, is a testament to his 

working through the angels to bring about his plan with this earth. It should 

be uplifting to all that we have been able to see so much come to pass, in 

regards to Bible prophecy. 

 

For the past 40 years, our ecclesia was blessed with the ability to use bro. 

Warren and Sis. Dot’s basement for our ecclesial meetings. As a result of 

ecclesial growth and health concerns, due to age,  the ecclesia decided to 

build a meeting hall in 2020,and the first memorial meeting was held on 

Dec 13, 2020.  We are thankful to our Heavenly Father for the opportunity. 

We have been able to use the building for study weekends; ours and other 

ecclesias via zoom, and ecclesial events. 

 

In October of 2021, we hosted the Northeast gathering in our meeting hall 

with the study on “The Days are Quickly Flying”.  We were really 

appreciative for the support of brethren and sisters who attended in person 

and via Zoom; and the brethren who contributed to the edification of 

others. 

 

In October of 2022, the Northeast gathering was scheduled to be in 

Florida. Due to a hurricane hitting their area, the gathering was relocated 

to TN. The study subject was on the Prophet Habakkuk.  We are 

appreciative to bro. Mike and sis. Vikki for organizing the speakers and 

topic of study. 

 

We have enjoyed the numerous visitors we have had over the past few 

years and are thankful to the Bre who gave us words of exhortation. 

 

On a sad note, Sis Dot Rankin fell asleep in the Lord in July of 2021. She 

was a wonderful sister, loving mother, and a faithful wife of Bro Warren. 

Also, Sis Mary Phillips fell asleep in the Lord April 2022. Sis Mary was a 

faithful sister and wife of Bro John, who loved reading and playing the 

piano. They are greatly missed. We know that the resurrection is coming 
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soon when Christ returns, and we pray that they as well as all of us alive 

in the Lord will be found worthy in his eyes. 

 

On a happy note, bro Jeremy Osborne and Sis. Tabitha Hurst were married 

at the Hye campgrounds on Dec 12th 2021. They have made their residence 

here in Camden. We welcome our Sis. Tabitha to our ecclesia. Bro Jim 

and Sis. Terri Rankin were blessed with their first child, Cody, in January 

of 2021. He has been a joy to all of us. 

 

Our Bro John Phillips has moved his membership to Lampasas Tx 

ecclesia. Bro John was a member of the Tennessee ecclesia for many 

years, and we will miss him here. 

 

With Love in the Truth, on behalf of the Tn ecclesia 

 

Bro Jim Rankin 

  

Detroit, Michigan 

Dear Brethren and Sisters, Loving Greetings, 

It is with great joy that we have assisted another of Adam’s race through 

the waters of baptism, into the straight and narrow way of life. On 

Saturday, November 5th, our Sunday School scholar, Tiffany 

Stinchcomb asked to be examined with the intention of entering into 

covenant relation with Christ. A successful examination was made and on 

Sunday, November 6th we were able to baptize her in the hot tub at her 

home. Sister Tiffany is the daughter of Sister Kay Stinchcomb and 

granddaughter of Brother Fred Higham. She is indeed a welcome addition 

to our small ecclesia here in the Detroit area. At the same time we were all 

enjoying the talks from the Edmonton Study Weekend about the Hope of 

Israel and the place of Israel in the past, today and in the future age to 

come. 

She can be reached at the following: 

kmstin@gmail.com 
fhigham@gmail.com 
 
46093 Rex Court 
Chesterfield Township, MI 48051 

mailto:kmstin@gmail.com
mailto:fhigham@gmail.com
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Boston, Mass. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
We hope that this finds you all well and enjoying God's blessing over the 
past year.  If you are planning on attending our study weekend in 
February, 
 
we ask that you please click on the link below and fill out the registration 
form.  We need to start making arrangements for accommodations so if 
you know you are coming, we ask that you fill this out as soon as 
possible.  
 
We are excited to be able to have this study weekend again and we look 
forward to seeing everyone! 
 
Hope in the one faith we share, 
Brother Dave 
 
Boston February Study Weekend Registration.   
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKb6KmLZUgEt6R9b1PkN
GClpnQNzOy5GhVD3n4OHeRA133TA/viewform?usp=sf_link 
Lampasas, TX. 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
We would like to invite everyone to the 2022 December Youth Gathering, 
Lord willing to be held the 23rd -25th of December at the Lampasas Hall. 
 
Our subject is seven things that God hates. 
 
Bro. James Sommerville will also broadcast life from his website at 
https://hearnowthesewords.com 
 
Please contact Nathan or Joanne Phillips with any questions. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Bro. Nathan and Sis. Joanne Phillips 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKb6KmLZUgEt6R9b1PkNGClpnQNzOy5GhVD3n4OHeRA133TA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKb6KmLZUgEt6R9b1PkNGClpnQNzOy5GhVD3n4OHeRA133TA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKb6KmLZUgEt6R9b1PkNGClpnQNzOy5GhVD3n4OHeRA133TA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://hearnowthesewords.com/
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Song of Solomon  
The purple colors is the speech of the groom 

The blue color is the speech of the bride 

The yellow color is the speech of the daughters of Jerusalem 

 

Son 2:10  My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come 

away.  

Son 2:11  For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;  

Son 2:12  The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and 

the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;  

Son 2:13  The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape 

give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.  

Son 2:14  O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, 

let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy 

countenance is comely.  

Son 2:15  Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender 

grapes.  

Son 2:16  My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth among the lilies.  

Son 2:17  Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be thou 

like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether.  

Son 3:1  By night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I 

found him not.  

Son 3:2  I will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways I will 

seek him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not.  

Son 3:3  The watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom I said, Saw ye him 

whom my soul loveth?  

Son 3:4  It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found him whom my soul loveth: 

I held him, and would not let him go, until I had brought him into my mother's house, and 

into the chamber of her that conceived me.  

Son 3:5  I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the 

field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please.  

Son 3:6  Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed 

with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant?  

Son 3:7  Behold his bed, which is Solomon's; threescore valiant men are about it, of the 

valiant of Israel.  

Son 3:8  They all hold swords, being expert in war: every man hath his sword upon his 

thigh because of fear in the night.  

Son 3:9  King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon.  

Son 3:10  He made the pillars thereof of silver, the bottom thereof of gold, the covering of 

it of purple, the midst thereof being paved with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem.  

Son 3:11  Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the crown 

wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals, and in the day of the 

gladness of his heart.  
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Song of Solomon 
(Part Four) 

 

Our discussion last month ended the Song’s focus on the bride and groom, 

prior to the first appearance of Christ.  Their praise of each other was based 

upon what Messiah was to do for the bride.  As we end chapter two, the 

focus changes, as the Bridegroom comes, and calls for the bride.  But it is 

the bride who is bringing all these things to our attention.  She is telling us 

what the Bridegroom is doing, in calling for her. 

 

We wrote last issue of the elusiveness, the attentiveness, and yet the 

gracefulness of the doe and the gazelle.  The bride says that her beloved 

showed himself through the lattice.  Again this points to her seeing her 

groom through the types and shadows of the Law, Prophets, and the 

Psalms.  The view is there, but not perfectly clear.  It is a view designed to 

entice, and to create what Paul called, an earnest expectation.  What is 

revealed is glorious indeed, but what lays hidden behind the lattice, and 

what the bridegroom is not ready to reveal or explain is expressed in the 

words: 

Isa. 64:4  “For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, 

nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside 

thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.” 

 

In a way, what we have observed in the first two chapters are the first love 

letters between the bride and groom.  The outward expression of love and 

affection between the two.  The one expresses much love due to the curing 

of her terrible disease; the other admires the love shown in her unwavering 

obedience to her groom.  But now a change occurs.  Spring is in the air, 

and the bride knows that her groom is calling her. 

Song 2:10  “My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, 

my fair one, and come away.” 

 

In what way would Messiah be calling for his bride, that the bride, not the 

groom would be voicing these words.  Certainly the groom speaks in the 

first person all through the Song.  Why now is the bride telling us what he 

said?  The answer, it seems to me, is that the bride is always looking for 

signs of the coming of the Lord.  This was as true for the Jews anticipating 

their Messiah, as it is today, as we look for his return.  This is the spirits 

way through Solomon, of telling us that the signs of the times are such that 

the Bride knows that her groom’s appearance is real. 
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There were signs that indicated that the time for the coming of the Messiah 

was imminent.  The strongest voice was John the Baptist’s voice, and he 

was claiming to be the fulfillment of Isaiah’s promise that the salvation for 

mankind was coming: 

Luke 3:3-6  “And he [John] came into all the country about Jordan, 

preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; As it is 

written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The 

voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.  Every valley shall be filled, and every 

mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made 

straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth;  And all flesh 

shall see the salvation of God.”  

 

As the people heard the teaching of John, they identified him with the 

“messenger” in the prophesy of Malachi: 

Mal. 3:1  “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 

way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 

his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: 

behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.” 

 

 And Mark confirms that this was the work of John: 

Mark 1:2  “As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my 

messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.”  

 

So with John now preaching the Kingdom of God to the common people, 

and all of Israel resorting to him for a baptism for the remission of sins; is 

it any wonder that the bride felt that this was the announcement from the 

groom that his appearance was imminent. 

 

And there was more.  Daniel, in his day, was watching the days according 

to the prophet Jeremiah. 

Dan. 9:2-3  “In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books 

the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to 

Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the 

desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my face unto the Lord God, to 

seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and 

ashes:”  

 

No doubt those looking for the coming of the Lord were also watching 

Daniel’s prophesy, particularly his prophesy of 70 weeks, and knew, like 

Daniel did in the first year of Darius the Mede, that the time for the end of 

that prophesy was drawing near.  That prophesy, which began in the 20th 

year of Artaxerxes Longinus’ life, 464 BC,  was at the time of the 
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beginning of John’s preaching, 21AD., 69 weeks old.  There was only one 

week left.  And of that last week, they knew: 

Jer. 31:31-33  “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 

Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 

the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband 

unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I 

will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and 

will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  

 

Was Jeremiah’s “new covenant” this new teaching of repentance from sin 

and a looking forward to the Kingdom established through the promises 

made to Abraham” as was being taught by John not a call to look for the 

Messiah?   

 

And what of Daniel’s image?  Has not the Babylonian, Persian, and Greek 

Empires come and gone.  Rome was in existence, but rebellion was 

everywhere.  How long till the nations successfully rebel against her?  

Israel, especially had the rebel spirit, which led to her destruction in 70 

AD.  The people would have wondered about these things, as we do today 

concerning the signs we see.  They couldn’t know for certain, but they did 

know that the word of God is sure.  The end of the 70 weeks would come,  

and with that end, the coming of the long prophesied bridegroom. 

 

Hence, the bride hears from her groom, the observation that all the signs 

of spring, and a fresh start are at hand.  And the signs of spring she is most 

focused upon, quite naturally, are those that represent Israel.  The fig tree 

puts forth its green figs, and the vines its tender grapes.  It has a lovely 

scent, as the blossoms turn into fruit.  Messiah is coming to Israel.  And 

the sound of the turtle dove is cooing her proclamation that the land is to 

blossom and bloom.  Will Israel be ready? 

 

And while we know the answer to have been a resounding “no,” the bride, 

in spite of Israel’s pitiful leadership, was ready.  And the daughters of 

Jerusalem also thought they were ready.  But the daughters were very 

much in danger of being led away by the corrupt leaders.  Therefore, the 

groom leaves his discussion with his bride, with this curious warning.  

“Beware of the foxes which spoil the tender grape.” 

 

This was a warning John took seriously, when the foxes, in the form of the 

Pharisees showed up to his baptism:     
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Matt. 3:7-11  “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who 

hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bring forth 

therefore fruits meet for repentance:  And think not to say within 

yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that 

God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.  And 

now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree 

which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the 

fire.  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that 

cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 

bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:”  

 

And this is what Jesus warned his disciples about just prior to his 

crucifixion, pronouncing woe against the “scribes, pharisees, hypocrites.”  

It is what he warned of, in his parable of the tares.   

Matt. 13:24-25  “Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The 

kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in 

his field:  But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 

among the wheat, and went his way.”  

 

Whether little foxes that spoil the grape, or an enemy who sewed tares into 

his field, the bride is warned that the Messiah will be opposed by a certain 

class in Israel. 

 

It was a continuous warning to Israel, that they should prepare themselves 

against the time of his appearance.  Jesus’ parable of the field shows that 

when the sower (Jesus) sowed his field, it would be graciously received 

by the people, which it was.  Thousands flocked to hear his words.  But 

the soil, that is the people’s hearts, were not properly prepared to receive 

the word.  They wanted to be.  But they were easily distracted. 

 

They were distracted by the rich and powerful of this world.  Mark says: 

Mark 4:15  “These are the ones on the path where the word is sown: 

Whenever they hear, immediately Satan comes and snatches the word 

that was sown in them.” 

 

We see this demonstrated when the powerful sent men to take Jesus, and 

they couldn’t bring themselves to capture him.    

John 7:45  “Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; 

and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought him?   The officers 

answered, Never man spake like this man.  Then answered them the 

Pharisees, Are ye also deceived?  Have any of the rulers or of the 
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Pharisees believed on him?  But this people who knoweth not the law 

are cursed.”  

 

Such was the effect of the work of the satan, or adversary who choked 

those who heard him.  Still others had not properly prepared themselves to 

recognize the Messiah, and to know what to do when he came.  They had 

no root; their soil was barren and crusted from lack of preparation. 

Mark 4:16-17  “And these are they likewise which are sown on stony 

ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it 

with gladness;  And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for 

a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's 

sake, immediately they are offended.”  

 

Once the truth is obeyed, there is an immediate separation from the world 

they were previously attached to.  This includes family, friends, and other 

associates in the world, along with celebrations of feasts and how we 

vacation.  This is inevitable, but it is more than many, who haven’t 

prepared themselves for obedience to Christ, can endure.  So they don’t 

separate, and for a time, try to walk with one foot in the path of 

righteousness, and one foot in the path of the world.  As Jesus said, no man 

can serve two masters.  And in so many cases, the worldly path being more 

immediately pleasant, wins out. 

 

Still others were obstructed by the day-to-day affairs of their own life. 

Mark 4:18-19  “And these are they which are sown among thorns; 

such as hear the word, And the cares of this world, and the 

deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke 

the word, and it becometh unfruitful.”  

 

It is so easy to be distracted by the accumulation of wealth, and so easy to 

make an excuse for it.  We can imagine all the great things we could do 

for the truth with the money.  The world rewards those who love her.  To 

achieve success in the world requires so much compromise, that it 

eventually chokes out the work in the truth. 

 

But some seed does fall on ground properly prepared and ready for the 

seed of the truth.  And it does bring forth fruit.  Some of the daughters of 

Jerusalem will have properly prepared themselves for the coming of the 

bridegroom.  And some will rejoice with the bride at the appearance of the 

Messiah. 

 

And so chapter three begins with the bride, now aware of the soon 

approaching of her groom and actively looking for him.   She tries to find 
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him first among the leadership of Israel, but to no avail.  She goes about 

the streets and the broad ways. She enquires from the watchmen of the 

city.  But she would have no more found him there, than the men from the 

East could find him by enquiring of Herod. 

Mat 2:1-6  Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the 

days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to 

Jerusalem,  Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we 

have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.  When 

Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him.  And when he had gathered all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ 

should be born.  And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for 

thus it is written by the prophet,   And thou Bethlehem, in the land of 

Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall 

come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.  

 

How embarrassing was it to Israel that the man who rebuilt the Temple to 

a glorious structure, and the man who set the remaking of the Temple on 

a course that eventually covered 46 years, a man who purported to be King 

in Israel, did not know the simplest of prophesies concerning the prince of 

that Temple. No, the leadership would not be able to identify the bride’s 

beloved groom.  But he was to be found among the poor of the earth. 

John 1:45-46  Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have 

found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, 

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And Nathanael said unto him, 

Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto 

him, Come and see.  

 

And so the bride found him who her soul loveth.  And finding him, they 

followed him wherever he went.  For three and a half years they 

accompanied him, throughout all their mother’s house, that is, throughout 

all Israel.   

 

The bride now stands in amazement at the event which most stands out to 

her over the course of the three and a half years that she followed him 

throughout Israel.  That event is his entrance into Jerusalem, just prior to 

his crucifixion.   

 

It is no wonder that this event is the one that Solomon’s Song chose to 

show us in prophesy.  We can hardly think of any event leading up to the 

crucifixion which would have appeared as dramatic, and as surprising to 

the bride.  For three years and a half the chosen bride has been following 

Jesus, anxious with anticipation for when this kingdom he has been 
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preaching, should be revealed.  And rather than seeing a change in Israel 

to accept Jesus as their Messiah, the events have gotten worse. 

 

What began with simple questions three years ago,  about who Jesus was, 

and by what authority he was performing these miracles throughout the 

land of Galilee, had now blown up into a physical threat to their wellbeing.  

So anxious were the leaders to put an end to the teachings of Jesus that 

they were taking strong actions against him.  In fact the actions they had 

taken were so strong that when Jesus had healed the sight of a man born 

blind, his parents were too afraid to rejoice in that miracle, for fear of the 

Jews. 

John 9:20-23  “His parents answered them and said, We know that 

this is our son, and that he was born blind: But by what means he now 

seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is 

of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. These words spake his 

parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed 

already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be 

put out of the synagogue. Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask 

him.”  

 

And the matter had grown worse.  As the Passover approached, the fourth 

one since Jesus’ baptism by John in the Jordan, the word had gone out that 

if any man knew where he was, they should make the authorities aware 

that they might take him. 

John 11:55-57  “And the Jews' passover was nigh at hand: and many 

went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify 

themselves.  Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among 

themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, that he will 

not come to the feast? Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees 

had given a commandment, that, if any man knew where he were, he 

should shew it, that they might take him.”  

 

The apostles are fully aware of the situation.  For the previous six months, 

ever since the last feast of tabernacles, they have not walked openly in 

Jewry, for fear of the Jews.  The authorities had wanted to take him at that 

time but failed.  They had tried to stone him in the Temple, but he eluded 

them and got away.  And he traveled further outside Israel, up into 

Lebanon, Mt. Herman, and in the wilderness along the Jordan river, even 

down to Jericho. 

 

But now Lazarus, living in a little town just outside Jerusalem in Judea, 

was sick.  Jesus determined to go to him, to the shock of the disciples. 
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John 11:6-8  “When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode 

two days still in the same place where he was. Then after that saith he 

to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again.  His disciples say unto 

him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou 

thither again?”  

 

The disciples did not think that returning to Jerusalem would end well for 

them.  They were quite fearful of the results.  But because they were not 

willing to be separated from their bridegroom, now that they had found 

him, they followed him. 

John 11:14-16  “Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is 

dead.  And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent 

ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.   Then said Thomas, 

which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that 

we may die with him.”  

 

Let us go that we may die with him.  Such was the dedication of the bride 

to her groom.  “I found him whom my soul loveth and I would not let him 

go.”  Such was the dedication of the bride.  She had expressed similar 

words recently.  Just the previous Passover, barely a year ago the disciples 

watched as many of the daughters of Jerusalem had deserted Jesus.  They 

followed for a while, but as he prophesied, the poor soil upon which the 

seed was sown could not bring forth fruit.  We are told at that time that 

Jesus taught them: 

John 6:59-62  “These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in 

Capernaum. Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard 

this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?  When Jesus knew 

in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth 

this offend you? What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up 

where he was before?” 

 

John 6:66  “From that time many of his disciples went back, and 

walked no more with him.” 

 

What Jesus had just explained to them, was that he was the lamb of God, 

to be slain on account of sin.  And if they were to be kings and priest of 

the future age, they must eat the flesh and drink the blood of that sin 

offering.  This, they found repugnant.  When they left, Jesus then turned 

to his disciples: 

John 6:67-69  “Then said Jesus unto the twelve, ‘Will ye also go 

away?’ Then Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we 

go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure 

that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.’”  
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So they expressed their commitment.  As the bride said in the Song, having 

found him, they would not let him go.  But they fully expected that going 

back to Judea would result in their deaths.  Can we imagine then, their 

surprise of the events a little while later, when Passover arrives, and Jesus 

enters the city.  He didn’t come stealthily into the city, as he had six months 

earlier at the Feast of Tabernacles.  He came in with great fanfare. 

 

He comes out of the wilderness where he has spent much of his time, and 

specifically just before returning to Jerusalem he was in the region of 

Jericho, north of the Dead Sea and east of Jerusalem.  He came to Bethany, 

the home of Lazarus, along with Mary and Martha where he was ordained 

for the ordeal now set before him.  He was there anointed with spikenard, 

which Jesus tells us was a preparation for his burial, but which the Song 

says was the powders of the merchant.   

 

He comes in like pillars of smoke, that is, his coming is obvious and 

unique.  As obvious as when the pillars of smoke in the wilderness led the 

children of Israel out of bondage.  So was Jesus coming to Jerusalem for 

the purpose of freeing men and women from their sins.  The New English 

Versions sets those pillars of smoke out this way: 

Song. 3:6  “Who is this coming up from the desert like a column of 

smoke, like a fragrant billow of myrrh and frankincense, every kind 

of fragrant powder of the traveling merchants?” 

 

The smell of the smoke is myrrh and frankincense, both perfumes we have 

covered before.  These are two of the gifts presented to Jesus by the wise 

men of the east.  Myrrh, symbolic of the fact that he was to be the great 

sacrifice for sins, and frankincense, that he was to be the great high priest 

who would make that sacrifice. 

 

He is carried in on a bed, such as was famously done to the great rulers of 

Solomon’s day, as they travelled.  They would be carried by their troops 

to their destination in quite ostentatious manners.  Here we see the 

bridegroom making a triumphant entry into the city.  The reality was that 

he was brought in on a foal of an ass, in fulfillment of the prophesy that 

this is how Jerusalem’s king should appear to her.  

Zec. 9:9  “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 

Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having 

salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of 

an ass.”  

 

And as he entered the city, the authorities found themselves helpless in the  
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face of the great force that was supporting Jesus.  Sixty valiant men, that 

is, all the daughters of Jerusalem celebrating the coming of Jesus to 

Jerusalem that morning, tearing down palm branches and taking their 

robes and steering them in his way. 

John 12:12-15  “On the next day much people that were come to the 

feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,  Took 

branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, 

Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the 

Lord.  And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is 

written,  Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting 

on an ass's colt.”  

 

The Pharisees, frustrated that not only couldn’t they take him, but that the 

people were celebrating him begged Jesus to control the crowds, but he 

told them: 

Luke 19:39-40  “And some of the Pharisees from among the 

multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.  And he 

answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their 

peace, the stones would immediately cry out.”  

 

Some ask why Jesus would need this level of support, “for fear of the 

night?”  The answer is obvious.  He needed protection from the Jews, till 

the right time had arrived.  It was necessary that he should be crucified as 

the Passover lamb.  But he was to enter in the city on the 10th day of the 

month, and kept up till the 14th day, when he would be crucified.  

Something was required, to keep the Jews from acting out their plans 

sooner than required by God.  And of course that something was the fear 

that the Jews felt due to the great celebration spontaneously put on by the 

people. 

 

We will deal more with the chariots next month but suffice it to say that 

the entire action on the part of Christ the great King, was love.  We can 

see him, looking at the city with full knowledge of what was about to 

occur, and he lamented: 
Matt. 23:37-39  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 

and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have 

gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 

under her wings, and ye would not!  Behold, your house is left unto you 

desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall 

say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 

 

With full knowledge of what was about to happen, Jesus still promised 

redemption to that city that had rejected him. 
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The Day of Atonement 
Bro. G. V. Growcott 

"Let us go forth therefore unto him, bearing his reproach, for here have 

we no continuing city"—Heb. 13:13. 

 

Yom Kippur—the Day of Atonement. The Jews have been observing this 

event for over 3,000 years—more than half the time since Creation. This 

is the central, most important, most solemn day in the whole Israelitish 

cycle. It is the great yearly occasion of cleansing and reconciling to God. 

Natural man is a selfish, foolish, lustful animal—of no value, interest or 

pleasure to God. But training, and development, and discipline, and divine 

help can make man fit to become part of the eternal spiritual order. 

 

This is the whole lesson of the Mosaic Law. Law is beautiful. God is a 

God of order. Law is the training of the mind and character to follow a 

pattern of harmony and beauty. The High Priest was the apex and 

embodiment of the Law. His garments, we are told, were "For Glory and 

for Beauty." 

 

That sums up the Law—for Glory and for Beauty—the glory of God and 

the beauty of holiness. Christ's law is but a further, deeper development of 

the eternal principles taught in Moses' Law. 

 

The ordinance of the Day of Atonement is recorded in Lev. 16. It is no 

accident that the first verse tells us that these instructions were given 

following the sudden destruction of Aaron's two eldest sons by God for 

offering strange fire to Him. 

 

Let us note why they were destroyed. They had not forsaken God. They 

were not serving other gods. They were not even neglecting God's service 

to follow their own pleasures. In fact, they were actually serving God at 

the very moment they were struck down. 

 

What, then, was their sin? Careless, presumptuous service. Not following 

God's instructions. Doing it as they saw fit. God must be honored, and 

presumptuous service—using our own faulty, human judgment instead of 

following instructions—dishonors Him. They had been chosen from the 

world to serve and glorify God in His holy Temple. "Ye are the Temple of 

the living God" —each one of us, personally and individually, and the 

lesson is as much for us as for Israel of long ago. 

 

V. 2: Aaron is told never to enter the Most Holy except on the divinely 

appointed occasions, and in the divinely appointed way. Only the High 
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Priest could go into the presence of God; and he only once a year, and then 

only with solemn and elaborate ritual. 

 

If God wants man to draw near to Him, why did He set up this complicated 

and burdensome system of barriers and restrictions? Why did Christ—sent 

forth to man because "God so loved the world"—keep saying such harsh, 

penetrating things that the vast majority—all but a mere handful—turned 

against him? 

 

Before man can have intimate companionship with God he must be 

indelibly impressed with his own worthlessness and God's dreadful 

holiness and majesty. Let us remember with humility and reverence the 

rigid, lifelong obedience, and the terrible, agonizing death, of Christ which 

God considered necessary to manifest the requirements of His holiness and 

to establish a basis of approach. 

 

The Mosaic Tabernacle was about 60 feet long & 20 feet wide. It was 

entered from one end and divided into two rooms. The outer room (the 

"Holy Place" where the priests ministered daily) was twice as large as the 

inner room (the "Most Holy" where only the High Priest could go once a 

year). Here is the same lesson as the parable of the virgins: there were ten 

virgins in the Holy Place, tending the lamps of God; but when the Most 

Holy was opened, only five went in—5 were left outside, beating vainly on 

the door. 

 

These rooms were separated by the veil. This was the veil that was 

miraculously torn in half when Christ died on the cross, signifying the 

opening of the way to the Most Holy—the presence of God. In the Most 

Holy was the ark of the covenant, upon which were the 2 golden 

cherubim—representing the eternal covenant-purpose of God-

manifestation in a holy, perfected multitude. 

 

The Day of Atonement was the center and climax of the last and greatest 

ceremony of the year. And every 50 years this Day of Atonement marked 

the beginning of the joyful Jubilee year of freedom and release. On this 

day the High Priest made two separate sacrifices, and two visits into the 

Most Holy—first for himself and then for the people. For himself the 

sacrifice was a young bullock —for the people it was two goats. What is 

the difference between. these two offerings? 

In the first place, the bullock was a much more important and valuable 

sacrifice than the goat. Then the bullock has no implications of 

waywardness and disobedience, as has the goat. Goats symbolize those on 
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the left hand—the sinners. The bullock, or ox, stands for strength, labor 

and productiveness. 

 

As befits its greater importance, the bullock is usually considered as an 

individual unit, but the goat in herds. While the goat symbolizes the 

waywardness of the flesh, the ox represents the faithful leaders and 

laborers in the Truth. Isa. (7:25; 32:20) uses the figure of the plowing ox 

as the Truth-proclaimer, and Paul likewise brings it out when he speaks of 

the prohibition of muzzling the ox that treads out the corn and applies it to 

those who devote their lives to preaching' the Gospel (1 Cor. 9:9). 

 

So we see that it was fitting that the High Priest (representing Christ) 

should first offer for himself a single bullock, then a plural number of 

goats for the people. 

 

On this occasion (v. 4) the High Priest was not to put on his usual 

ornamental garments "for Glory and for Beauty," but plain white linen—

for on this day he was to offer for himself. The "Glory and Beauty" came 

later—after the offering—but they would be out of place in this time of 

humiliation and atonement. 

 

But we notice in this v. 4 that he must first wash himself before putting on 

the white linen. And this washing, we are told in Ex. 30:20, is "THAT HE 

DIE NOT." It meant death if he failed to cleanse himself personally before 

taking on the Christ-righteousness. All these ordinances are to emphasize 

eternal principles. 

 

So arrayed, Aaron casts lots between the two goats—one for the Lord and 

one for the "scapegoat." It will be noticed that for "scapegoat" the margin 

has "azazel"—the original Hebrew word. All dictionaries and 

concordances agree on the general meaning of this word—"sending away, 

getting rid of, averting, departure, removal, separation." 

 

V. 11: the High Priest kills the bullock which is for himself and his 

household. Then (v. 12) he takes a censer full of burning coals from the 

sacrificial altar in the tabernacle courtyard. References to coals of fire 

appear several times in Scripture—particularly in connection with visions 

of the glory of God, as in Psalms, Isaiah and Ezekiel. 

 

We know the symbolic meaning of fire: consuming judgment. Coals of 

fire seem to carry the more particular meaning of controlled, useful fire—

a regulated purging and trying with a view to cleansing and purifying. For 
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example, in Isa. 6:7 (after Isaiah speaks of his unclean lips) an angel lays 

a coal of fire on the prophet's mouth, saying: 

"This hath touched thy lips, and thine iniquity is taken away, 

and thy sin purged." 

 

Beside the censer of coals (which probably hung by a chain from his arm) 

the High Priest was to take his hands full of sweet incense beaten small (v. 

12). The incense of the Mosaic service had to be made exactly as God 

specified. It was offering strange (incorrect) incense that caused the death 

of Aaron's two sons. And this special kind could not be made or used for 

any other purpose than the properly ordained worship of God. Two 

hundred fifty men of the company of Korah presumed to offer incense 

contrary to the Law and were destroyed by fire for their presumption. 

 

In the plague that followed, Aaron (the true, God-appointed priest) ran out 

with a censer of incense and made atonement—standing between the 

living and the dead—and the plague stayed. From all this we see that 

incense is a God-ordained form of atonement and intercession. In the 

Revelation (5:8; 8:3) incense symbolizes intercession and prayer. 

 

The High Priest had to have his hands full (v. 12)—all he could hold. There 

were to be no limits or half-measures in Christ's intercessory work. Paul 

says: 

"He is able to save them to the uttermost that come to God by 

him, seeing he everliveth to make intercession for them." 

 

On our part the full hands mean there must be "prayer without ceasing." 

Our hands, or activities, must be filled with prayer. 

 

It was, we note, "sweet" incense. The process involved in preparing the 

incense, both for Christ and his brethren, is often far from sweet at the 

time. But patient endurance is a sweet savor to God, and in the ultimate 

will produce "fulness—full hands—of joy for evermore." 

 

Then, the incense had to be "beaten small." To be beaten small is to be 

humbled by affliction. All the lumps of human pride and self-assertion 

must be pounded to fine powder, so that the whole mass can mix and blend 

smoothly, and the resultant aroma be a pleasant, balanced harmony of all 

the elements. 

 

With the censer on his arm, and his hands full of incense (v. 13), the High 

Priest reverently passed beyond the veil into the divine presence. Then the 

carefully-prepared incense is placed on the purifying fire, and a cloud of 
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incense-vapor fills the room and covers the cherubim mercy-seat above 

the ark—"THAT HE DIE NOT"—says the record (v. 13). 

 

Here again we are reminded that it was a matter of life and death. Without 

the purging, purifying fire, the incense-cloud with its sweet odors would 

not arise and the High Priest—unshielded—would die before the terrible 

majesty that dwelt between the cherubim, above the ark. This is why Paul 

said he "gloried in tribulation, knowing that tribulation worketh patience," 

and causes the sweet prayer-incense to arise acceptably and protectively 

before God. 

 

Next (v. 14) the High Priest had to sprinkle the blood of the bullock upon 

the mercy-seat, and before it 7 times. The very mercy-seat itself is cleansed 

with the purifying blood. Then he killed the goat of sin-offering for the 

people (the one on which the lot for the Lord had fallen) and did the same 

with its blood as he had done with the blood of the bullock. 

 

V. 16: "And he shall make atonement for the Holy Place." 

Why did these holy thing's need atoning for? "Because" (we read) "of the 

uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions." 

Here are two distinct things (though of course related). The original word 

for uncleanness (tumah) means any kind of defilement, regardless of actual 

sin, and it is applied throughout the Law to death, disease, unclean animals 

and childbirth. It is constitutional uncleanness—uncleanness that is the 

result of being part of an unclean system of things. Natural man is naturally 

unclean before God. There is defilement in the very process of being born. 

Beside their uncleanness, there were also their "transgressions" to atone 

for. This word means (beside "sin") "rebellion." Any act contrary to the 

Word and Will of God, however well-intentioned or however good it may 

seem to the doer, is—in God's sight —rebellion. "To obey is better than 

sacrifice," Saul was told. Saul, in mistaken and presumptuous "mercy," 

saved Agag—and lost his kingdom and his life. Man's proper—and only—

course is to obey the commands of God and not presume to use his own 

fleshly reasonings. 

 

This word "atonement" has taken on a hazy, ecclesiastical meaning, but 

the basic idea is very simple. The regulations speak in v. 18 of making 

atonement for the altar. V. 19 says the High Priest shall—by sprinkling the 

altar with blood—cleanse it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel. 

"Atonement," scripturally, is simply cleansing. In v. 30 the whole 

ordinance of the Day of Atonement is summed up: 

"On that day shall the priest make atonement for you to CLEANSE 

you, that ye may be CLEAN from all your sins." 
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Any sin—anything out of harmony with God's eternal will—is a form of 

filthiness, infection and defilement; and it clings offensively and 

corruptingly to a man in God's sight until it has been properly washed 

away. Cleansing and cleanness make up the great theme of the Scriptures. 

Beside the basic meaning of "cleanse," the Hebrew word translated 

"atone" (kippur, kaphor) also carried the idea of "cover." The shadowy 

atonements of the Law were a cleansing by covering, a provisional 

cleansing, but the true atonement is a true cleansing: 

"How much more shall the blood of Christ CLEANSE your 

conscience from works of death" (Heb. 9:14). 

 

"He hath washed us from our sins in his own blood" (Rev. 1:5). 

 

"The blood of Christ CLEANSETH us from all sin" (I John 1:7). 

 

V. 17 describes a very significant and unusual fact on this great yearly Day 

of Atonement. All this time there must be no man in the Tabernacle. The 

usual bustle of priestly activity in the Tabernacle and its court are strangely 

stilled. Alone and in silence the white-clad High Priest goes about his 

solemn tasks in the otherwise deserted building. How clearly is 

foreshadowed the passing away of the Mosaic service, and the lonely, 

single-handed work of the great High Priest to come!  

 

When everything had been typically cleansed (v. 20), then the High Priest 

turned his attention to the living goat that remained. He lays both his hands 

(indicating completeness) on the goat's head (v. 21) and confesses over it 

all the sins, transgressions and iniquities of the children of Israel, thus 

symbolically placing these sins on the goat. Then the goat is sent away 

into the wilderness by the hand of a "fit" (that is, a "ready" or "prepared") 

man. 

 

It will be noted there is no scapegoat for the High Priest, to carry away his 

sins, iniquities and transgressions—there was just the single bullock for 

him. It would seem, then, that one aspect of the double-goat symbol was 

to distinguish between constitutional uncleanness and actual transgression, 

and to foreshadow that he whom the High Priest typified was free from the 

latter. 

 

This is the only place in all the sacrificial ordinances that sins are carried 

away outside the camp. It is very fitting, on this yearly occasion when the 

great typical cleansing of the camp is enacted, that all sins are—in a 

figure—taken completely from the nation. 
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But there seems more to the double-goat ordinance than this. If we think 

upon it, we shall be struck by the fact that—while there are a great 

multitude of symbols of Christ's death in the Law of Moses—there are 

practically no symbols of resurrection, or of life after death. This is not 

out of harmony, for the Law was (as Paul says—2 Cor. 3:7-9) a 

"ministration of death"—a "ministration of condemnation." 

 

The Law ended with Christ's crucifixion. Resurrection was a step beyond 

the Law—"beyond the camp," so to speak. The Law could not, of itself, 

bring resurrection, so it is in keeping that this should not be a prominent 

feature of its symbols. 

 

But still, as a foreshadowing of Christ, it is to be expected that the Law 

would in some way portray resurrection. Two chapters earlier (Lev. 14) 

there is something similar to the double-goat arrangement, in the law 

concerning the cleansing of leprosy, which we believe gives us a clue. In 

this ordinance two birds are used. One is killed, then the other is dipped in 

the first one's blood (identifying it with it) and then SET FREE in the open 

field OUTSIDE THE CITY. Here clearly is a figure of life after death —

life from the dead. 

 

Leprosy was the most spectacular and dreaded form of physical 

uncleanness. The term "unclean" is always applied to it, and the expression 

"cleansing" is used of leprosy, while "healing" is used of all other diseases. 

Leprosy was regarded as a living death. It is understandable, then, that we 

find very similar symbols in the cleansing of leprosy and in the great 

national day of cleansing from sin and death. 

 

Christ's resurrection is essential to the cleansing efficacy of his death—he 

was "delivered for our offences and raised again for our justification" 

(Rom. 4:25). So Christ's death did not in itself complete the redeeming 

work. Therefore somewhere in the shadows of the Law (and most 

appropriately on this great Day of Atonement) there is needed a symbol 

showing the taking away of sins by the risen Christ. This we see in the 

second, living goat taking over where the sacrificed goat ended, and 

departing to a "land of separation" OUTSIDE THE CAMP. 

 

The significance of this expression "outside the camp" becomes clearer 

when we see what is done with the remains of the slain bullock and goat. 

They are carried forth without the camp and burned (instead of being eaten 

by the priests, as was usual with the sacrifices). Why? Why were the priests 
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strictly forbidden to eat any sacrifice that had sanctified the tabernacle? 

Paul gives the answer in the last chapter of his letter to the Hebrews: 

First, this indicated that those under the Law had no right to partake 

of the Christ-sacrifice. This does not mean, of course, that those who 

lived during the Mosaic dispensation are excluded from the benefits 

of Christ's death, but that the Mosaic and Christian dispensations are 

incompatible—the old must be left behind before the new can be 

entered. (He was speaking to some who were hesitating between the 

two and attempting to embrace both.) 

 

Second, it indicated that Christ would suffer "outside the gate." The 

great, central, anti-typical sacrifice to which all the others pointed 

would be OUTSIDE the whole Mosaic sacrificial system, and not 

part of it. His suffering outside the gate was a sign of his rejection by 

the Jewish nation. 

 

And thirdly—says Paul—the type indicates that we "have no 

continuing city." It indicates a forsaking (like Abraham) of the 

comfortable, established present for the sake of the glorious promised 

future—seen by faith. "Let us go forth to him," is Paul's rallying-

cry—to the rejected sacrifice "without the camp, bearing his 

reproach!" 

 

Now, if these things were indicated (as Paul says they were) by the 

carrying out and burning outside of the dead bullock and goat, how much 

more the shameful departure of the living goat shows them! The Jews 

would regard the scapegoat (upon whom all their sins were symbolically 

laid) exactly as Isa. 53 indicates they would regard Christ—as cursed, and 

rejected, and banished from God. 

 

As the goat was driven forth (we are informed by historians), they lined 

the way to heap curses and abuse upon it. In this chapter in Isaiah there is 

a remarkable parallel with the scapegoat— 

"We esteemed him smitten of God . . the Lord hath laid on him the 

iniquity of us all." 

 

How fitting then that—of all the types of the Law—this despised, rejected, 

sin-laden goat should foreshadow the glorious resurrection that is the 

keystone of all our hopes! 

 

Following the departure of the scapegoat, Aaron laid aside the holy white 

linen garments (in which he had come closer than at any other time to his 
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great antitype), and put on again his regular elaborate Mosaic vestments, 

and took up again his regular duties for another year. 

 

The Temple-veil, after being thus drawn aside to give a brief prophetic 

glimpse of the future, is closed again—to be disturbed no more until next 

year's Atonement Day. 

 

The men who burned the slain bullock and goat, and sent the scapegoat 

into the wilderness, return, wash their clothes, and rejoin the camp, and 

another yearly cycle begins for Israel. 

 

But—arising out of Paul's remarks—our minds linger with the animals 

burnt for sin without the camp, and with the goat that has gone away sin 

laden and alone into the wilderness—bearing his reproach. For—though 

Israel did not, and still does not, know it—therein their salvation lay.  
 

 

"Be Ye Followers of Me" 
From the December 1953 Berean: 

 

In studying the epistles to the Thessalonians, one thing in particular took 

my attention—that mention is made in every chapter of the second coming 

of Christ, as in chap. 1: 

"Ye turned to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His Son 

from heaven." 

 

Many claim (see footnote in Auth. Ver. at end of both) that Paul wrote the 

Thessalonian epistles while he was in Athens, but 

Acts 18:1 records: 

"Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth."  

 

It is evident from 1 Thess. 3:1 that Paul had sent— 

". . Timothy our brother . . to establish you and to comfort you 

concerning your faith." 

 

Now, although Paul was at Athens when he sent Timothy back north 

to the Thessalonians (in Macedonia), Acts 18:5 tells us that "Silas 

and Timothy returned from Macedonia and found Paul" at Corinth—

see v. 1. And Thess. 3:6 shows that the epistle was written after 

Timothy had returned to Paul, and obviously some time early in the 

11/2 years that Paul remained in Corinth. 
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Paul must have been very pleased with the good tidings of faith and love 

that Silas and Timothy had brought—he sends greetings of thankfulness: 

"We give thanks to God always for you all,  making mention 

of you in our prayers; remembering without ceasing your 

work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord 

Jesus." 

 

He lays stress on the "works of faith, labor of love, and patience of 

hope" in his prayer of thanksgiving. Can anything give more pleasure 

to one who is filled with zeal for the Truth, and whose faith and love 

for their fellow-laborers makes him an ardent and happy worker in 

God's vineyard? Paul refers to the Thessalonians, who had become 

followers of him— 

"And ye became followers of us, and of our Lord, having re -

ceived the Word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy 

Spirit." 

 

In ch. 2 he writes of what he had endured for the Truth's sake— 

"But even after that we had suffered before, and were 

shamefully entreated, as ye know, we were bold to speak 

unto you." 

—and on the basis of his example he appeals to them to— 

".. walk worthy of God, Who hath called you to His 

Kingdom." 

 

Although Paul makes reference to himself regarding his conduct and 

work, he did not do so for self-glorification: he had been appointed to 

carry on the work faithfully, and to strengthen the faith of the brethren 

and sisters. For the Lord had said unto Ananias concerning him: 

"He is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my Name before the 

Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel. And I will show 

him how great things he must suffer for my Name's sake." 

 

Paul did not urge the believers to be followers of him instead of Christ, 

but because he (Paul) was himself an example of following Christ. He 

could say: 

"Those things which ye have learned, and received, and heard, and 

SEEN IN ME, do" (Phil. 4:9). 

 

"Be followers of me, and mark them which so walk as ye 

have us for an example" (Phil. 3:17).  

 

Paul was very faithful in his walk in the Truth, or else he would 
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have been no example. He declares: 

"Ye became imitators of us." 

 

And by being imitators of the apostle, whom they could see, they 

would be imitators of Christ, whom they could not see. For Paul 

sent Timothy to the Corinthians (1:4:17) to bring them— 

". . into remembrance of my ways which were in Christ." 

 

There must be example as well as precept, else—with all our fine 

show of words—we are but "sounding brass." It is easy to make a 

good show in words and in writing. 

 

Undoubtedly the example set by Paul had effect on the Thes-

salonians. They forsook their idols to faithfully serve the living and 

true God, in the face of much tribulation; and by their fidelity to the 

Truth the Word of God was effectual in them. 

 

The commandments that Paul gave them from Christ are equally as 

binding on the present-day followers of Christ. What can be more 

dangerous to those who are striving diligently for the Kingdom 

than to give heed to the appeals for "toleration" by those whose 

ways are in darkness and ungodliness? 

 

And it is those who are deepest in the mire of delusion and fables 

that call the loudest for toleration and sympathy for their apostacy 

and unfaithfulness. When those in the Truth are confronted with 

such things, let them remember the words of Paul:  

"We beseech you and exhort you by the Lord Jesus that as 

ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and please God, 

so ye ABOUND MORE AND MORE." 

 

Paul also gives some very specific commands, as— 

"Be not weary in well-doing" (2:3:13); 

 

"Comfort one another" (1:4:18);  

 

"Stand fast in the Lord" (1:3:8);  

 

"Abound in love one toward another" (1:3:12);  

 

"Abstain from all appearance of evil" (1:5:22);  

 

"Withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh 
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disorderly" ( 2 Thess. 3 :6 ). 

 

That seems a high standard to be required to maintain, but should the 

believers express "discouragement" when such things are pointed 

out? Discouragement should never be mentioned among those called 

to be sons of God. 

 

Does not the Lord fully understand the weakness and handicaps of human 

nature?—for he bore that nature himself. To those who strive sincerely to 

live in harmony with the Divine will, there is extended mercy and 

forgiveness. 

 

In ch. 4 the apostle writes words that must have comforted the believers in 

Thessalonica in that day, and which have consoled the believers in every 

generation, even to our day— 

"But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern -

ing them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not even as others 

which have no hope." 

 

If there were any question or doubt in the minds of the Thessalonians 

concerning the state of the dead and resurrection, Paul makes it clear at v. 

14— 

"For if  we believe that  Jesus died and rose again, even so  

them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him." 

 

He is speaking of the resurrection in relation to the redeemed, and 

in another place he makes it quite clear that "being ever with the 

Lord" depends on the obedience given to the commandments. In 

writing to the Romans (14:10-12) he says— 

"We shall all stand before the judgment -seat of Christ . . . 

So then everyone of us shall give account of himself to 

God." 

 

If we feel a sense of having come short of all the requirements (and 

who does not?), we should not be discouraged: God has promised 

that He will overlook and forgive the sins of those who confess  and 

forsake them.  

 

We can have faith in the mercy of God, but such faith can only be 

warranted when we make genuine efforts in all things to please 

God. It is folly to think we can live after the ways of the flesh and 

continue to hope for God's mercy: we cannot indulge in worldly 

matters and hope we will have plenty of time later on to form a 
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good character. Paul gives warning to all (5:2)— 

"But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye have no need that 

I write unto you, for yourselves know perfectly that the day 

of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night."  

 

And we also have the words of the Master (Matt. 24:44)— 

"Therefore be ye ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 

of man cometh." 

 

In the 2 epistles to the Thessalonians, Paul refers to the "times and 

seasons," and mentions 2 signs in particular. The first is the "Peace-

and-Safety" cry. He says (1:5:3)— 

"When they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden 

destruction cometh upon them." 

 

Many think that this sign is still in the future. Some believe that 

"Peace and safety" will be the cry to the last—not indicating any 

specific occasion, but rather an indication of the worldly mind 

towards the wars and unrest leading up to Armageddon.  

 

The history books record the sounding of this cry through all the 

wars that have torn the world. It has been the same story after every 

recent war. Consider the events of the past 50 years. After every 

peace conference came another and greater war.  

 

There was the "League of Nations"—a miserable failure. In 1939 there 

was another dreadful conflict. Now there is the UN, and this battered 

and bruised world is trying to delude itself that it will get "Peace 

and safety." 

 

Once again feeble and useless attempts are being made to stave off the 

"sudden destruction" which is to come upon them, from which "they shall 

not escape." 

 

Brethren and sisters, the time is near for those who wait for Christ when 

they will hear the summons— 

"The Master is come, and calleth for thee." 

 

"Watch and pray lest ye fall into temptation." The time of our 

probation may soon be over, and all the trials and sorrows of this 

life will be forgotten—IF we so live now as to be counted worthy of 

life eternal. 

 



533 

 

May the Lord direct our hearts into the love of God, and into  

the patient waiting for Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
How Well Do We Build? 

Bro.  George Gibson  
 

"Whatever  was wri t ten  in  former days was wri t ten for  

our instruct ion ,  that  by  s teadfastness  and by 

encouragement  of  the  Scriptures  we  might  have  hope"—

Romans 15:4 (RSV) .  

 

Among the things written for our instruction, there are none more 

interesting and beneficial than those pertaining to the Tabernacle 

which was constructed and set up in the vicinity of Mount Sinai. 

While in the mount, Moses received the pattern, or plans, and the 

detailed specifications, and the authority was granted him to 

proceed at once. 

 

Like many things of divine origin, the Tabernacle served a two-fold 

purpose. Its immediate need was, of course, to form the centre of 

Israel's national life, but it had a deeper significance as Paul brings 

out so beautifully when he says (Heb. 9:9-10)— 

"It was a figure for the time then present, in which were 

offered both gifts and sacrifices that could not make him that 

did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience, which 

stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and 

carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of 

reformation." 

 

Such a structure, intended to serve so great a purpose, must of 

necessity be constructed with meticulous and reverent  care. There-

fore it was not left to the discretion of Moses to build the sanctuary 

according to the dictates of his own conscience, but he was 

…admonished of God when he was about to make the Taber -

nacle; for, See, saith He, that thou make all things acc ording 

to the pattern showed to thee in the mount"—Heb. 8:5. 

 

When reading the 25th, 26th and 27th chapters of Exodus, we 

cannot fail to observe the exacting and detailed specifications both 

of the Tabernacle and its furniture. Nothing was left to guess work. 

Moses was not even permitted to proceed with the work of 

construction until God had taken special precautions to ensure that 
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it would be fabricated according to divine standards. This was done 

by selecting Bezaleel, of the tribe of Judah, and Aholiab, of the tribe 

of Dan. 

"They being filled with wisdom of heart, to work all manner 

of work, wrought with every wise hearted man, in whom the 

Lord put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all 

manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, according to 

all that the Lord had commanded"—Ex. 35:35; 36:1. 

 

In due time, the mandate was fulfilled, and the work completed— 

". . according to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so the 

children of Israel made all the work. And Moses did look 

upon all the work, and, behold, they had done it as the Lord 

had commanded, even so had they done  it and Moses blessed 

them. 

 

Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the 

glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle"—Ex. 39:42-43; 40-34. 

 

Moses and his co-workers had been faithful in all things, with the 

result that God's blessing rested upon the fruit of their labor.  

 

Let us now go back to our quotation from Romans 15:4. The reason 

we use the R.S.V. is because "didaskalia" is there rendered 

"instruction" instead of "learning" as in the A.V. Learning is 

knowledge acquired by systematic study, while instruction is a 

more forceful expression, and signifies the act of furnishing with 

authoritative direction, and that is just what the Bible does.  

 

What then do we learn from the instruction given us with regards 

to the construction of the Tabernacle? Well, there are many things 

to observe and learn, but due to limited space we will only be able 

to look at a few. However, it all depends on whether we are willing 

to learn. We can be like those mentioned by Jesus, who— 

". . seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they 

understand"—Matt. 13:13. 

or we can— 

". . hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not"—Prov. 

8:33. 

 

If we are in the latter class, we will learn that as Moses fol lowed 

the pattern set for him, so we must follow the pattern set for us in 

the Scriptures. God is the Author of salvation, and if we expect to 
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find favor before Him, we must conform to His requirements. If we 

say, "There is no harm in doing this or that," and go about to 

establish our own form of righteousness, we will find out to our 

own bitter sorrow that we have been offering "strange fire" that 

will bring the wrath of God upon us. Let us be wise and follow the 

divine standards. 

 

Another very plain and important lesson that comes to us is the 

freewill basis upon which the materials were supplied. In fact, that 

was the only manner in which they would be accepted: 

"Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring Me an 

offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart 

ye shall take My offering"—Ex. 25:2. 

 

Upon reflection, it will be noted that in God's dealings with the 

human race, freewill has always been a dominant feature. 

Although we live subject to the law of Christ, we are free to 

exercise our voluntary will. To be a faithful servant, there must be 

first, as Paul says, a willing mind. It would be of little use to us if 

we kept God's commandments because we were afraid of Him. The 

only effectual incentive to keep them is a faith that works by love, 

and "This is love," says John, "that we walk after his 

commandments." 

 

An outstanding feature of the Tabernacle is the faithfulness with 

which the specifications were observed. Moses says, "they had 

done the work as the Lord had commanded." And that is exactly 

what we are expected to do. Suppose some of them had said, 

"Why be so particular? Why make 50 loops in each curtain, when 

40 will do?" Another might have said, "Why make the boards 10 

cubits long, when they will be easier to handle if they are only 6 

cubits long?" However, if they had not shown care and a ttention 

to detailed instructions, the result would have been an imperfect 

Tabernacle, and such an edifice could not have served as a 

symbol of the Mosaic example, and shadow of heavenly things.  

 

The lesson is clear. In the erection of the Tabernacle, Mose s was 

a wise master builder. Paul uses this term with respect to himself, 

when he says, 

"According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a 

wise master builder, I have laid the foundation, and another 

buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 

thereupon"—I Cor. 3:10. 
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We are builders, too. But how well do we build? Are we wise, or 

foolish builders? Do we build upon the sand, or upon the rock? And, 

finally, when shaping our materials that are to be used, do we follow 

the pattern shown to us in the Scriptures of Truth, or  are we 

attempting to set our own standards by altering the specifications? 

No man can afford, nor has he any right, to trifle with divine 

precepts, for we are admonished (Heb. 2:2-3)— 

"For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every 

transgression and disobedience received a just recompence 

of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great 

salvation?" 

 

It is a fact to be faced, that both individuals and communities 

rapidly decline in moral and spiritual qualities if the things written 

for our instruction, and guidance, are not maintained as the 

standard for our walk in the Truth. The pattern is essentially high, 

but the reward is transcendingly great.  

"Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever 

is discerning, let him know them; for the ways of the Lord 

are right, and the upright walk in them, but transgressors 

stumble in them"—Hos. 14:9 (RSV). 
 

Apocalypse 
By br other  John Thomas  

 

Apokalupsis is derived from a verb which signifies "to uncover, 

bring to light what was hidden." The noun, therefore, signifies “a 

disclosure, a revelation.” The subject of the disclosure may be ideas, 

persons, or events. In the sense of new ideas being put into the mind 

with enlightening effect, apokalupsis is used in Luke 2:32, where 

Simeon, speaking by the Holy Spirit of the future of the child Jesus 

he then held in his arms, styles him— 

“A light for an apocalypse of nations, and a glory of Yahweh's people 

Israel.” 

 

Here it clearly signifies illumination. That is, that at some period 

of the history of the nations, Jesus would be, at one and the same 

time, a light and a glory to them and Israel. Moses says by the 

Spirit, 

“Rejoice, ye nations, His people;” 

—but Paul, quoting from the Septuagint, says “with His people.”  
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Either way answers to the truth; for when the nations are caused to 

rejoice, they will have previously become Yahweh's people (Zech. 

2:11) and will also rejoice with Israel and the Saints.  

 

Now, when this shall be the order of the day, the nations will have 

been apocalypsed by him who will be "the glory of Israel." He will 

be a light in Zion in the midst of the nations, confounding the moon, 

and putting the sun of the former heavens to shame. He will be "a 

light for an apocalypse of nations." The nature of this apocalypse 

may be discerned from the testimonies of the prophets. Isaiah says:  

“In Zion shall Yahweh of Armies make unto all people a feast. 

And in this mountain He will destroy the face of the covering cast 

over all people, and the veil spread over all nations. 

 

“He will swallow up death in victory; and Yahweh Elohim will 

wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of His people 

shall He take away from off all the earth: for Yahweh hath spoken 

it” (25:6). 

 

Now, that the Lord comes while darkness reigns, is manifest from 

the following testimony: Isaiah (59:20) informs us, that— 

“The Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from 

transgression in Jacob;” 

—and that then she shall— 

“Arise and shine; because her Light is come, and the glory of Yahweh 

is risen upon her” (Isa. 60:1). 

 

He then tells us the reason why Yahweh, or the Anointed One, comes to 

shine upon her; because— 

“Darkness shall cover the earth and gross darkness the people.” 

 

This is the mental, or intellectual and moral condition of Gentiles 

and Jews at the epoch when Christ comes as "A Light for their 

apocalypse." Such is, and such will continue to be, the spiritual 

condition of the world until then. But when they have been apocalypsed 

(illuminated), the change will be glorious. Then: 

“The earth shall be full of the knowledge of Yahweh as the 

waters cover the sea,” 

—even as God had sworn—Nm. 14:21; Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:15. Then: 

“Many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up 

to the mountain (or kingdom) of Yahweh, and to the house 

of Jacob: and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk 
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in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 

word of Yahweh from Jerusalem. And He shall rule among 

the nations, and He shall punish many peoples. and . . . ” 

—in consequence of that rebuke— 

“ . .  They shall  beat  their  swords into plowshares and their 

spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall  not lift  up sword 

against  nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”  

 

Having spoken peace to the nations, and being established in his 

glory, the day of Yahweh's exaltation will have been apocalypse, or 

revealed—that day in which, it is testified, 

“Yahweh alone shall he exalted” (Isa. 2:10,11,16,17). 

 

“At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of 

Yahweh: and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to 

THE NAME OF YAHWEH, to Jerusalem: neither shall they 

walk any more after the imagination of thei r evil heart” (Jer. 

3:17). 

 

This is a very plain testimony. Jerusalem is to become the throne 

of a government which is to have universal dominion; and that 

when it exists, the nations will have abandoned the strong 

delusion, or "imagination," by which they are now deceived. 

The word apokalupsis is used 18 times in the N.T. The first place 

we have just been considering (Lk. 2:32); the last is Rv. 1:1:  

“The Apocalypse of Jesus Christ which the Deity committed 

to him to show to his servants things which must come to pass 

speedily.” 

 

Here the apocalypse is an exhibition of things to be transacted 

subsequently to the communication of it; and when we look into it 

we find its signs, scenes, etc., all tending to, or terminating in, the 

personal manifestation of Jesus Christ before the nations, the 

overthrow of their dominions, and the victory of his Brethren, the 

Saints, over the grave, and over the Satanism in Church and State 

in whatever form they may be found. 

 

Hence the Apocalypse exhibits what the testimonies already 

adduced predict (without a symbol) that God has determined shall 

come to pass in the Anointed Jesus shining as “a Light for an 

apocalypse of nations.” 

 

The apostle Paul uses the noun apocalupsis 13 times in his writings; 
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and the verb apocalupto also 13. In Rom. 2:5 he uses it in relation 

to a manifestation of judgment, 

“In a day of wrath and apocalypse of God's righteous 

judgment.” 

 

This is a day yet future; because in it, Paul says, the glory, honor, 

incorruptibility, and life of the Aion will be rendered to the 

righteous; and indignation and wrath to "those who obey not the 

Truth." 

 

It is "a Day of Wrath and Apocalypse": as Daniel terms it; or "a 

day of affliction," in the words of Jeremiah. They may cry "Peace 

and safety," but there will be neither in the Day of Apocalypse; but 

rather (1 Thess. 5:3)— 

“. . . sudden destruction as travail upon a woman with 

child.” 

 

In Rom: 8:19 he uses the noun in reference to the disclosure of the 

Sons of God to the view of the nations, from which they are at 

present concealed. The Sons of God are to be apocalypsed, and glory 

is to be apocalypsed in them, as well as Jesus, their Elder Brother. 

Paul says: 

“I reckon that the sufferings of the present time are not com-

parable with the future glory to be apocalypsed in us. For the 

earnest hope of the creature is looking for the Apocalypse of the 

Sons of God.” 

 

In the AV., this is rendered by “the manifestation of the sons of 

God.” The meaning is this: Mankind are divided by Scripture into 

Two Classes—the Serpent and his seed; and the Women and her 

seed (Gen. 3:15). 

 

As early as the time before the Flood, the former were styled 

simply “men”; the latter “the Sons of God” (Gen. 6:12). By the 

Flood, “men” were swept from the earth which they had filled with 

violence; and their apostasy was extinguished with them:  

“The EARTH was corrupt, for ALL FLESH had corrupted 

God's Way upon the earth” (Gen. 6:11-12). 

 

They had set up a corrupted way of worshipping God, which 

constituted an apostasy, or departure from the Original Way 

instituted in Eden. This did not suit their evil nature; therefore they 

altered it to please; and under its inspiration filled the habitable 
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with their abominations. 

 

Only one small family protested against this apostasy; a family of 

8 persons, all that were left on earth of the Sons of God among the 

living. These were saved by the earth's baptism; while the apostasy, 

in all its ecclesiastical, civil, and social relations, was torn up by 

the roots, and swept away. 

 

Sons of God is a title conferred upon certain descendants of Adam, 

which places them in the same class of intelligence as the Angels. 

These (angels) are also styled “Sons of God” and “Stars of the 

Dawn,” or “Morning Stars” (Job 38:7). They are incorruptible, 

immortal, glorious, powerful, wise, and of spirit-corporeality. 

 

Men are invited to the same destiny. They are invited now to enter 

Yahweh's family, and to become His sons and daughters, with the 

promise of hereafter being promoted to a physical equality with 

the angels. Thus it is written in 2 Cor. 6:17,  

“Come out from among them, and ye separate, saith Yahweh, 

and touch not the unclean; and I will receive you, and will 

be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My Sons and Daughters, 

saith Yahweh AIL-Shaddai.” 

 

But He not only gives men invitation to become His children, but 

He gives them POWER also. Thus the Yahweh-Spirit came to 

His own but His own (the Jews) received Him not. 

Nevertheless, as many as received Him, to them gave He 

power to become children of God, to them believing into His 

Name, who are born not of blood, nor of the will  of the flesh, 

nor of the will of man, but of God" (John 1:11 -13). 

 

Here the fleshly principle is repudiated. "The flesh profits noth -

ing." No man is a Son of God because he is descended from "Adam, 

Son of God" (Luke 3:38); but Adam's sons become Sons of God by 

adoption through His Name. 

 

They must believe the promises covenanted; believe in Jesus, as the 

Yahweh-Spirit manifested in flesh, made a sin-offering, justified in 

spirit for the justification of believers; and be immersed into the 

Name, that they may be the subject of the repentance and the 

remission of sins which are offered in that Name; and communicable 

only to such in putting on the Name according to divine prescription. 
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The power of becoming a son of God consists in obeying the form 

of teaching apostolically delivered. In putting on Christ, THE Son 

of God by eminence, a man becomes a son of God. Addressing the 

sons of God in Galatia, Paul says (Gal. 3:26-29)— 

“In Jesus Anointed ye are all sons of God through the 

Faith;  for as many of you as were immersed into the 

Anointed have put on the Anointed; and if ye be the 

Anointed's, then ye are the seed of Abraham, and heirs 

according to the promise .”  

 

When a son of Adam is thus adopted into Abraham's family, he is 

a son of Abraham because he is in Jesus who was his descendant 

according to the flesh. He is in God the Father—and in the Son, 

by constitution; and Christ dwells in him by faith that works by 

love, and purifies the heart" (Eph. 3:17; 1 Thess. 1:1). This step 

being assured, what follows is of course:  

“If children then heirs, HEIRS OF GOD, and joint heirs with 

Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may also be 

GLORIFIED TOGETHER” (Rom. 8:17). 

 

This contemporary glorification of Jesus and his brethren of the 

Abrahamic Family is the subject matter of their apocalypse; and 

points to their development as sons of God. This occurs "in the 

resurrection," an Aion-period in which the sons of God obtain 

their new nature. 

 

Mentally, that is, as to mind, disposition, and character, or as we 

might say, spiritually, and constitutionally, they are sons of God; 

but as to the flesh, they are, on this side the resurrection, still the 

children of Adam. 

 

They are flesh and blood, but they do not walk after, or according 

to, its impulses; living a life of self-denial, being led by the Spirit, 

in being led by the Truth understood, believed and affectionately 

obeyed, as it is written (Rom. 8:14)— 

“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are sons of 

God.” 

 

But to be sons of God in the full import of the title, they must put 

off the Old Adam, in respect to body as well as to conduct and 

intelligence. They must become sons of God bodily as well as 

spiritually. They are waiting for this, namely, “for the adoption, the 

redemption of their body.” Jesus referred to this in his argument with 
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the Sadducees: 

“They who shall be accounted worthy to obtain that Aion, and the 

resurrection which is from among the dead, cannot die any more; 

for they are equal to angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the 

resurrection” (Luke 20:35-36). 

 

Now hear what John says upon this subject (1 John 3:1-3)— 

“Behold, what great love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 

should be styled sons of God! Because the world does not know Him, 

therefore it does not know us. 

 

“Beloved, we are now sons of God, though it doth not yet appear 

what we shall be: nevertheless we know that when he shall appear, 

we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

 

“And every one having this hope in him purifies himself as he is 

pure." 

 

From this testimony, then, it is clear, that the sons of God are not yet 

apocalypsed, or manifested. Therefore, the world does not know 

them. Neither can it know them before their apocalypse.  No man is 

led by the Spirit of God who is not led by an intelligent belief of the Truth. 
 

 

Hints For Bible Markers 
 

Psalm 18:12-15 
“At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail stones 

and coals of fire. (13) The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the 

Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire. (14) Yea, he sent out 

his arrows, and scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited 

them. (15) Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of 

the world were discovered at thy rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the 

breath of thy nostrils.” 
 

2 Samuel 22:13-16 

“Through the brightness before him were coals of fire kindled. (14) 

The LORD thundered from heaven, and the most High uttered his 

voice. (15) And he sent out arrows, and scattered them; lightning, and 

discomfited them. (16) And the channels of the sea appeared, the 

foundations of the world were discovered, at the rebuking of the 

LORD, at the blast of the breath of his nostrils.” 
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As was pointed out over the last few months, these verses are depicting 

the anger of God to disobedient Israel and the trauma they felt as the 

Mosaic economy was brought down in AD 70, but it also strongly types 

the Deity’s anger toward the kingdom of men when this age is brought to 

an end. With this thought in mind let us look at the symbology of both hail 

stones and coals of fire. 

 

Reading from Numbers 31:23, we see fire as a purifying process. 

“Every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall make it go through the 

fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be purified with the 

water of separation: and all that abideth not the fire ye shall make go 

through the water.” 

 

The apostle Paul in the 3rd chapter of Corinthians also describes fire as a 

purification process for the elect of the Deity, who built their houses on 

the foundation of Jesus Christ. He points out the wise master-builder uses 

material of gold, silver, and precious stones while the not so wise builder 

uses wood, hay, and stubble. (1 Corinthians 3:13-15)  

“Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare 

it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every 

man's work of what sort it is.”  

 

We can see fire as a form of judgmental purifying process. Turning to the 

prophet Ezekiel (1:13), we learn at bit more as we read  

“As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like 

burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of lamps: it went up and 

down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of 

the fire went forth lightning.”  

 

Fire and glowing brightness are symbols of the Spirit in intense and 

destroying activity. “Our Deity,” says Paul, “is a consuming fire.” We now 

find fire can symbolize an intense, destroying, judgement. 

 

One of the verses from the book of the Apocalypse will help give us an 

understanding of the symbolic meaning of hail. (Revelation 16:21)  

“And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about 

the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the 

plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.”  

 

Here we have a description of the hail about the weight of a talent. If one 

tries to discover the weight of a talent you will find there is a great variety 

of weights, depending on the era or time in history, the nationality of the 

people, the country, and sometimes even the region of the country, and 
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even in some places, the object being weighed! I believe this may be the 

reason bro. Thomas used a two part system to understand the symbology 

of a talent in this verse. One of the sources he used was a man named 

Calmet, who was a Benedictine monk and an author, who wrote about 100 

years after the KJV was produced. He, therefore, would have had an 

understanding of the weights and measures of the time. He published many 

books on various subjects including a nine volume Commentary on the 

Bible, history books on past and present times, an Encyclopedia of 

Theology, and a book on Occultism. Calmet gives the weight of a talent, 

after conversion, as about 103 lbs. or 46.72 kilograms, which would be the 

weight of a small man of his time. 

 

The second method bro. Thomas used, and this should not be a surprise, 

was comparing scripture with scripture. Our brother in Eureka quotes a 

parable from Matthew chapter 25:15–30 and writes, “that a talent and an 

individual are relative things; and that the one is as fitly represented by the 

other, as a passenger by rail is by the ticket he bears.” That hail in part 

symbolizes people, also fits with the scriptural concept of water as a 

symbol of people. 

 

So we can see in these verses the power of Yahweh Tz’vaoth sending forth 

armies which are the hailstones with coals of fire and with lightening and 

arrows to discomfort or punish the nations. The troops symbolized a 

plague of hail. And that would make every individual solider a hailstone 

pulverizing the enemy into powder. This is as witnessed and recorded by 

Flavius Josephus during the siege of Jerusalem in AD 70.  And also seen 

again when the eighth Head in alliance with the Ten Horns of which John 

wrote in Revelations 17 and Daniel in 2:35, 44, are destroyed. 

 

And that turns the mind to some thoughts on the last of the quoted verses 

and to the phrase “foundations of the world.” In only these two verses 

(Psalms 18 & 2 Samuel) is “foundations of the world” plural. One could 

also say it is only plural in the Old Testament, for it is only found in these 

verses. It is also found in the New Testament but only in the singular. The 

plural application in this Psalm is probably not correct, as we see from the 

usage in  the NT which denotes the beginning of the Mosaic economy. The 

beginning of the kingdom of Israel was certainly a good example of “thick 

clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire” bringing down of Egypt. A 

fitting sign of things to come when Christ comes to rule the earth in great 

power and glory. 

 
Continued next month should the Lord will                                        bro. Beryl Snyder 

 




