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…they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 

searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 
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Signs 
  

With the Tarshish military defeated by God’s East Wind, Russia rushes in 

upon the mountains of Israel, where they set up camp for three years, “as the 

years of an hireling” beginning the job of genocide against the Jewish people.  

We can see the magnitude of the genocide in the following verses. 

Zec. 13:8-9  “And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the 

LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be 

left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine 

them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call 

on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they 

shall say, The LORD is my God.” 

 

Zec. 14:2  “For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and 

the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; 

and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the 

people shall not be cut off from the city.” 

 

These numbers are clearly devastating.  Two thirds of the people in the land 

of Israel die, which today is a nation of 8 million people.  Half the city of 

Jerusalem, a city today of 800,000 people, are killed or sold into captivity.  

And of those who are able to escape the genocide of the socialists, Catholics, 

and Shi’ite Moslems, all who have a vested interest in the obliteration of the 

Jews from off the earth; 10% end up in Egypt.   

 

For three years we see this devastation taking place, with no earthly power 

able to stop the bloodshed.  The Tarshish powers, having escaped to the land 

of Edom, Moab, and the children of Ammon, along with their home base in 

Egypt are in a quandary as to their next moves.  They are working 

unsuccessfully to protect the Jews. 

Isa. 16:3-4  “Take counsel, execute judgment; make thy shadow as the 

night in the midst of the noonday; hide the outcasts; bewray not him 

that wandereth. Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a 

covert to them from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an 

end, the spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land.”  

 

This the nations do, trying to protect Israel from the hand of the spoiler, but 

they too, eventually betray their calling.  The prophet Isaiah says of them 

further in that sixteenth chapter:   

Isa. 16:12-14  “And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moab is 
weary on the high place, that he shall come to his sanctuary to pray; but 

he shall not prevail. This is the word that the LORD hath spoken 

concerning Moab since that time. But now the LORD hath spoken, 

saying, Within three years, as the years of an hireling, and the glory of 
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Moab shall be contemned, with all that great multitude; and the remnant 

shall be very small and feeble.”  

 

Within three years, as the years of a hireling.  A hireling is a hired servant, 

working for a reward.  They agree to a certain date when the work shall be 

finished, and a hireling counts the days to the very hour.  In exactly three 

years, Moab will cease to protect the Jews, and the northern hosts will destroy 

them.  The glory of Moab shall be small and feeble.  Moab shall be contemned. 

 

Jeremiah has similar words for this would be covert: 

Jer. 48:33-34  “And joy and gladness is taken from the plentiful field, 

and from the land of Moab; and I have caused wine to fail from the 

winepresses: none shall tread with shouting; their shouting shall be no 

shouting. From the cry of Heshbon even unto Elealeh, and even unto 

Jahaz, have they uttered their voice, from Zoar even unto Horonaim, as 

an heifer of three years old: for the waters also of Nimrim shall be 

desolate.” 

 

A heifer of three years is a heifer who has had time to produce but is barren 

and desolate.  It is the time Moab and the Southern Nations, who have escaped 

the Northern onslaught, had been given to protect Israel, of which they have 

failed.  Now, God will intervene on behalf of Israel.  He does so, but giving 

Egypt to Russia, to stop her from her genocide, that the few Jews described as 

surviving in the Scriptures, will be able to survive. 

Isa. 43:34  “For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy 

Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. “Since 

thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have 

loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.”  

 

God causes the circumstances to now be favorable for Russia to continue the 

battle driving Tarshish out of Edom, Moab, and Ammon, as well as her home 

base in Egypt.  This distracts her from her work of utterly destroying the Jews, 

making Egypt a ransom, the people of Egypt which includes Egyptians and 

people of the southern forces who are given to get Russia to stop persecuting 

Jews for awhile.  Isaiah prophesies of this event this way: 

Isa. 19:4-5  “And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel 

lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the LORD of 

hosts. And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted 

and dried up.”  

 
Russia will stretch forth his hand upon the countries, that is, upon Moab, 

Edom and Ammon, who had previously escaped their initial advance, and take 

the war all the way down to Egypt, down to the capital of the King of the 

South.  How long will Russia’s control of Egypt be?  Like the time Egypt had 
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been given to preserve the Jews, that like time will be required of them to 

suffer under the hand of the cruel northern lord. 

Isa. 20:3-4  “And the LORD said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked 

naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon Egypt and 

upon Ethiopia; So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians 

prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, naked and 

barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt.” 

 

It is at this point that Jesus, with the multitude of saints, begins to intervene in 

the battle between the King of the North and the King of the South.  We have 

not yet written on the return of Christ.  But by the time any of these events 

occur, of which we have been writing occur, Jesus will have begun intervening 

in the world’s affairs.  He will have already returned to Mt. Sinai, completed 

judgment, and is now prepared to end the punishment on disobedient Israel, 

in order to bring about a new nation of Israel under the leadership of Christ 

and the Saints. 

 

At the point when he is prepared to descend upon the northern King in Egypt, 

Jesus will have been in the earth for awhile.  The armies of the saints, called 

in Scripture the Rainbowed Angel, will have been assembled.  Some have 

gone off to the land of Cushan and Midian, outside the area of contention 

between Russia and the United States over Israel.  But now, probably ten years 

after his initial return, Jesus descends as a swift cloud into Egypt, with the 

purpose of entering the war against the Northern King. 

Isa. 19:1 “The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift 

cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved 

at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it.” 

 

This is Christ and the saints descending into Egypt as the greater than Moses.  

Remember the previous texts, speaking of the destruction of the Jews by the 

northern alliance?  Two thirds of all Jews are killed.  There are today about 8 

million  Jews in Israel.  Two thirds of that would only leave 2,600,000 Jews 

alive.  400,000 of them are in Jerusalem.  But a tenth of the original number, 

or 800,000 of them are in Egypt.  These are the Jews Jesus, as the greater than 

Moses, leads out of Egypt. 

 

If we look at the 6th chapter of Isaiah, we come to understand all the 

destruction which is prophesied upon Israel, due to their disobedience, and 

refusal to accept Christ.  We read there of a man, who the apostle John, tells 

us was Jesus.   
Isa. 6:8  “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, 

and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.”  

 

It was Jesus who said, here am I, send me.  He went and performed that which 

was prophesied that he would do. 
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Isa. 6:9-10  “And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but 

understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.  Make the heart of 

this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they 

see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 

heart, and convert, and be healed.” 

 

This is exactly what Jesus did.  The apostle John records this: 

John 12:37-41  “But though he had done so many miracles before them, 

yet they believed not on him:  That the saying of Esaias the prophet might 

be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to 

whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?  Therefore, they could 

not believe, because that Esaias said again,  He hath blinded their eyes, 

and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor 

understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal 

them.  These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of 

him.”  

  

But the prophet Isaiah went on, asking how long Israel would remain in such 

a  condition where they rejected their Messiah? 

Isa. 6:11-13  “Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the 

cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the 

land be utterly desolate,  And the LORD have removed men far away, 

and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land.  But yet in it shall 

be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an 

oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy 

seed shall be the substance thereof.”  

.  

When Jesus intervenes in the world, then, that is, when he descends into Egypt 

to begin to put an end to the northern occupation, the cities of Israel will be 

wasted without an inhabitant.  The houses will lack men.  That land of Israel 

will be desolate, having men removed far away.  That is what Isaiah says about 

the condition of Israel when Jesus rescues this tenth and begins moving back 

towards Israel. 

 

So a tenth of the people will return to the land, after they have been driven 

into Egypt in advance of the northern persecution.  Christ and the Saints will 

rescue them in Egypt, and following the same path as the first Moses, this 

greater-than-Moses—Jesus Christ—will lead them out of Egypt. 

 
The Scriptures tell us the condition of those Jews which the Rainbowed Angel 

finds in Egypt.  They are terrified.  They have been driven out of their land by 

a confederation of European, Catholic and Moslem powers.  They will have 

been betrayed by their allies, the United States and Britain.  And while they 
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will be grateful for the deliverance the Rainbowed Angel provides them, they 

are not anxious to return to the battle.  Hosea tells us of their condition. 

Hos. 11:10-11 “They shall walk after the LORD: he shall roar like a lion: 

when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west. They 

shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of 

Assyria: and I will place them in their houses, saith the LORD.” 

 

Seven years of defeat and persecution has taken all the spirit out of the Jewish 

people.  Three years of escaping to Edom, Moab, and Ammon, after being 

defeated in Israel.  Then three years more under a cruel lord in Egypt.  Now 

in their seventh year a hero arises, but they aren’t ready.  And so Jesus leads 

out this pitiful nation, that will either be or produce the holy seed from which 

the new nation is to be formed. 

 

The prophet Micah is very clear: 

Mic. 7:14-16  “Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage, 

which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed 

in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old. According to the days of thy 

coming out of the land of Egypt will I shew unto him marvellous 

things. The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might: they 

shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf.”  

 

This verse explains so much concerning the prophesies we see.  If we consider 

the book of Habakkuk, we read this in the first verse, the prophet speaking as 

he observes in the Spirit, the approaching of Jesus and the Saints. 

Hab. 3:3  “God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. 

Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his 

praise.”  

 

This is the way this is recorded in the King James Version, but it is wrong.  

They wrote it up in the past tense, because they thought the prophet was 

referring back to the coming out of Egypt under Moses.  But it is not written 

in the past tense, but rather, in the future tense.  In a word for word translation 

called the Apostolic Polyglot Translation, it reads. 

“God [from out of Teman shall come], even the holy one from out of the 

mount of the shady Paran.” 

 

The prophet wasn’t speaking of what Moses did, but what the greater than 

Moses shall do, following the identical path of Moses as he led the Jews out 

of Egypt.  So will Christ follow the same path.  And the prophets tell us what 
shall be in those days. 

Hab. 3:13-15  “Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even 

for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the 

house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. 

Selah.  Thou didst strike through with his staves the head of his villages: 
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they came out as a whirlwind to scatter me: their rejoicing was as to 

devour the poor secretly. Thou didst walk through the sea with thine 

horses, through the heap of great waters.”  

 

This sounds identical to the children of Israel leaving Egypt through the Red 

sea.  It makes one wonder whether the Cruel Lord of Egypt, that is the Russian 

forces there, would be foolish enough to copy Pharaoh, and follow Israel into 

the sea. 

 

In any case, Christ and the saints will eventually make their way to Bozrah, a 

city of southern Jordan.  It is here to which the Northern Hosts have descended 

against the southern King.    

 

The Jews, who are with the Saints, are not in any frame of mind to fight.  

Hence Christ and the Saints fight the battle alone. 

Isa 63:1-4  “Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments 

from Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the 

greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to 

save.  Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him 

that treadeth in the winefat? I have trodden the winepress alone; and of 

the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, 

and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my 

garments, and I will stain all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in 

mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come.”  

 

Having defeated Russia at Bozrah, Christ and the Saints continue along the 

path previously set by Moses.  They enter the land through the valley of 

Achor, which is exactly what Joshua did, following the death of Moses when 

he entered the land.  He came through Achor when he entered Jericho.  The 

prophet Hosea tells us: 

Hos. 2:14-15  “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the 

wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her.   And I will give her her 

vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and 

she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the day when 

she came up out of the land of Egypt.”  

 

At this time, Jesus will have gained the full attention of the Northern 

Confederation.  Speaking of this march, Daniel records of the King of the 

North in that 11th chapter: 

Dan. 11:44-45  “But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall 
trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and 

utterly to make away many. And he shall plant the tabernacles of his 

palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come 

to his end, and none shall help him.”  
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The Valley of Hope, or the Valley of Achor is north and east of Jerusalem 

where the northern hosts has taken up residence.  So he pulls back all his 

forces to meet Christ and the saints there.  Of this the prophet Joel tells us: 

Joel 3:1-2  “For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall 

bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem,  I will also gather all 

nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and 

will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, 

whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land.”  

 

So the nations come together for a battle.  A battle the world calls 

Armageddon—a battle in the valley of Jehoshaphat.   This is now known as 

the Kidron Valley, on the east side of Jerusalem.  But before the battle, there 

is an interesting discussion between the Southern King and Christ.  No doubt 

grateful for the deliverance at Bozrah, which stopped the Russian advances 

against the South; and also wanting to be on the winning side, the South 

appeals to Christ.  To that appeal Christ responds: 

Joel 3:4  “Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and 

all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a recompence? and if ye 

recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompence upon 

your own head;”  

 

In other words, Christ tells them no.  Sure, now you want to be on Israel’s 

side.  But your deviousness was too much.  Your treachery, too terrible.  If 

you come to the battle, you will be destroyed too.  That final battle is described 

for us in Zec. 14: 

Zec. 14:3-5  “Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those 

nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.  And his feet shall stand 

in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the 

east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the 

east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half 

of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the 

south.  And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of 

the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled 

from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the 

LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.”  

 

This battle ends with a great victory for Christ and the Saints.  It is the end of 

the Armageddon war, and results with Jesus, king in Israel, preparing for the 

establishment of his control over the whole earth, a time when the world will 

live in righteousness, unlike the terrible situations we see which are the result 
of war and sin in the world.  May we all be blessed to be judged worthy to 

participate in the formation and execution of that great age. 
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This Is My Friend 
By G. V. Growcott 

 
SONG OF SONGS 5 
 
THE Song of Songs is perhaps the most unique book of the Bible. As in  

Esther, there is no mention of God, but God is throughout it all, more 

intimately than in any other part of Scripture—its chief character is God 

manifest in the flesh, intimately described and detailed.  What is the value of 

this so strange book of love? It is to create and develop a frame of mind—a 

sweetening and softening of character—a disposition of gentleness and 

kindness and affection and care. 

 

The spiritual is taught by means of the natural. We are led from something we 

know to something we need to know. It is spiritual food for the mind.  It is to 

develop and intensify our affection for Christ, which is the power and secret 

of all overcoming. 

 

It is to counterbalance present things. By putting the things of the Spirit in the 

language of the natural, it impresses us vividly with the reality of the former, 

and their infinite superiority over the latter.  For the eternal spiritual reality 

must always be immeasurably more intense and meaningful than the mere 

passing fleshly shadow that represents it. 

 

The book portrays the relationship of Christ and the Ecclesia. It is meant to 

express, and by its study to strengthen, the bonds between them, and to portray 

the manifested beauties of Christ, and the required beauties of the Ecclesia, 

that the contemplation of the one may generate the development of the other. 

 

Generally, a progression can be traced, through acquaintance, interest, 

deepening of the relationship, espousal, separation, delay, waiting, seeking, 

finding, ultimate reunion.  While these aspects can be traced, and in general, 

in this order, still the progression of the narrative cannot, in its very nature, be 

too mechanically forced, because there are aspects of weaving together, 

repetition, anticipation, retrospection, to give depth and meaning and interest. 

 

The term used by the Ecclesia for Christ is the same throughout—”Beloved,” 

except at the climax in today's chapter, where the much fuller term “Friend” 

is added. 
 

But the terms used by Christ for the Ecclesia show a steady development, and 

this is one of the factors by which the narrative can be traced. His first address 

to her is 1:8—”O thou fairest among women!” This appears to stand apart as 

a general introduction comprehending the whole. Then in ch. 1 and in the 
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beginning of ch. 2 it is “My love”—more correctly as in the margin, “fellow” 

or “companion.” 

 

Later in ch. 2 it is “My love, my fair one.” There are none in ch. 3. In ch. 4 it 

is first: “Thou art fair, my love.” Then: “Thou art all fair, there is no spot in 

thee.” 

 

Then 6 times: “My spouse,” or even more comprehensively, “My sister, my 

spouse.” There is one occurrence in each of chs. 5 and 6 of a combination of 

earlier titles. 

 

Then twice at the end of ch. 6 the proper name “Shulamite” is introduced, 

indicating  that she now permanently bears the new Name, the name of the 

Beloved, Solomon, the Prince of Peace. 

 

The last title, ch. 7, is “Prince's daughter.” Here the aspect of royalty, majesty 

and rulership appears. 

 

In the latter part of today's chapter—in answer to the question, “What is thy 

Beloved more than another beloved?”—the Bride, the True Ecclesia, gives a 

description of Christ's beauty and excellence: 

 

“My Beloved is white and ruddy”—v. 10. 

Whiteness—purity—righteousness, is the first characteristic. Without it, all 

the rest would be meaningless. There must be this foundation; nothing else 

will endure.  The word for white also carries the idea of shining brightness, of 

brilliance, like Moses' face, or Jesus' at the Transfiguration. 

 

“Ruddy” means “rosy.” It was used of David when Samuel first saw him. It 

indicates strength, health and radiant beauty. Strangely, the root word is 

Adam—red—the word indicating sin and the flesh. But perhaps, it is fitting 

that we should be reminded that this is the root background of the word, 

though in the particular form used here it means glowing health. 

 

“The chiefest among 10,000.” 

“Chiefest” is literally, as in the margin, “a standard-bearer, an ensign, a 

bannered one”—the one who leads, and around whom all rally for the 

conquest.  “10,000” is not a specific figure, but means an innumerable 

multitude. It is translated elsewhere (Genesis 24:60—of Rebekah's seed) by 

“millions.” So the true, and obviously much more fitting and significant 
meaning is—”A standard-bearer for an innumerable multitude”—even the 

great multitude of the Redeemed, “which no man can number”—for they are 

known only to God. 

 

“His head is the most fine gold”—v. 11. 
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Gold is Faith—specially “fine” or refined gold. This picture of the Beloved, 

while it is primarily Christ as distinct from and viewed by the Ecclesia, 

inevitably introduces the inseparable aspects of the multitudinous Christ of 

which he is especially the head of gold, as the Mercy-Seat, the Ark's coverlid, 

was pure gold. 

 

Gold is also preciousness, royal splendor and glory. Here is the true and 

eternal divine Head of Gold—Ruler of the nations—as Nebuchadnezzar and 

Babylon were the false, presumptuous human head of gold. 

 

“His locks are bushy.” 

The word “bushy,” occurring only once in the Bible, is taken by most lexicons 

to mean “waving palm branches,” symbol of victory, peace and joy. The 

abundant flowing hair is also the multitudinous unity of the Son of Man (Rev. 

1), for the hairs of his head (v. 14) are the many sons he has brought to glory. 

 

“And black as a raven.” 

Black normally indicates sorrow and affliction, as of the Bride in 1:5. But here 

we have not black as such, but black hair. The basis of the symbolism is the 

natural, and in the natural black hair speaks of youth and strength and vigor 

and health, as white hair is age and infirmity. Black hair was a welcome sign 

of health after leprosy (Lev. 13:37). 

 

“His eyes are as doves.” 

The eye is perception, intelligence, discernment—the mental viewpoint and 

outlook. The dove symbol is clear in Scripture. Its highest representation is 

when the Spirit of God appeared as a dove. From this all other meanings must 

flow. The dove is humility, guilelessness, gentleness, harmlessness, and 

peace. 

 

With the eagle symbol, which also represents the Spirit of God, it shares the 

aspect of free, heavenly flight, of outspread wings; of freedom from earthly 

bondage. There is an eagle aspect to the operation of the Spirit, but the basic, 

permanent manifestation is the dove of gentleness and peace. God is a 

consuming fire as need may require, but God is Love ALWAYS and 

essentially. 

 

“By the rivers of waters.” 

Water is life and fruitfulness: cleansing: refreshing. Water also can be 

affliction and tears (Psa. 69:14-15)—”Deliver me out of the deep waters: let 
not the waterfloods overflow me.”—not contradictory meanings, but all parts 

of one great whole. All things work together for good. Tribulation worketh 

patience (Rom. 8:20)—”He subjected the creation to vanity in hope.” 
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All things in life are interrelated, and sorrow and tears will at last bring forth 

life and joy (Psa. 126:6). The water that destroyed the wicked world saved the 

righteous Noah; and the water that destroyed the oppressor Pharaoh saved the 

people of God. 

 

“Washed with milk.” 

Again there are many shades of meaning. Milk is primarily the abundance of 

divine blessing—“A land flowing with milk and honey.” In Isa. 55 milk and 

wine are the free Gospel of salvation, the words of eternal life. To be able to 

digest milk only is a sign of sad infantile immaturity (1 Cor. 3:2). But though 

we must grow unto strong meat, still we must never advance beyond the point 

where we earnestly “desire the sincere milk of the Word” (l Pt. 2:2) as our 

sound guidance and safe foundation. 

 

Eyes washed with milk means pure and godly vision, a cleansed and 

enlightened outlook, viewing all things—understanding all things—by the 

light of the Gospel of Truth. 

 

“And fitly set.” 

Literally, as in the margin, “sitting in fullness,” a strange expression, but 

surely intended to direct our minds to the final consummation of the “fullness 

of Him that filleth all in all.”  Sitting is completion of work. The dove aspect 

“sitting in fullness,” is peace, end of labor, perfection—“It pleased the Father 

that in him should all fullness dwell” (Col. 1:19). 

 

“His cheeks are as a bed of spices: as sweet flowers.” 

The flower-bloom of eternal youth and beauty. All things, except Christ, grow 

old and die. Nothing in this life is lasting, but of him it is said—“Thou hast 

the dew of thy youth” (Psa. 110:3). “They shall perish, but thou remainest: 

Thou art the same: thy years shall not fail.” 

 

The greatest of present joys must so quickly pass into sorrow, and loss, and 

final loneliness. But Christ is ever young and ever new. It is hard to really 

enjoy anything we know must at last and before long pass away. We have all 

experienced intense pleasures which in their very enjoyment have been 

sadness from knowing that in a short time they would be over and would never 

return. On only a slightly larger scale, this is life itself. 

 

But there is more to “cheek” than this. “Cheek” or “cheeks” occurs 11 times 

in Scripture, other than in this Song. In all but two (and even one of these is 
related) there is a reference to submission to smiting and affliction— “They 

smote the Judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek” (Mic. 5:1). “If any man 

smite thee on one cheek, turn to him the other also” (Mt.5:39). Cheek, 

therefore, inescapably turns our minds to patient submission to abuse and loss 
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and suffering for righteousness' sake.  It is this that gave Christ all his value 

and his beauty, and his present never-ending bloom of youth. 

 

“His lips are like lilies.” 

Most of the scriptural references to lilies are in the Song (8 times). All the 

others but one are either in the description of the ornamentation of Solomon's 

temple, or in Christ's comparison of Solomon's glory to the greater glory of 

the lily.  The lily as a symbol of purity does not appear to be a scriptural idea, 

nor do the Bible lilies appear to have been white. The Bible lily appears to be 

a magnificent flower whose color ranged from pink to purple, and whose 

scriptural significance was God-bestowed, inherent glory, as contrasted with 

human, superficial glory.  “His lips like lilies” refer to the divine beauty of all 

that he said—the “words of grace” at which his hearers marveled—“Never 

man spake like this man!” 

 

“Dropping sweet smelling myrrh:” 

The name myrrh is from the same root as Marah or Mary, meaning bitter, and 

refers to its bitter taste. The combination of bitter taste and a sweet odor make 

it a perfect type of the sacrificial affliction that beautifies the character and is 

a sweet incense unto God. 

 

“His hands are as gold rings”—v. 14. 

Rings are a symbol of sonship, royalty and authority. Nearly every reference 

to rings in Scripture, from Pharaoh's ring given to Joseph, to the father's ring 

given to the Prodigal Son, carries this meaning. 

 

An inseparable part of the beauty of Christ is his relationship to God and his 

universal majesty and authority based on his faithfulness—a ring of gold:  

“This is My beloved Son.” “All power is given to me in heaven and in earth.” 

 

“His belly is bright ivory overlaid with sapphires” 

This word “belly”, which occurs 30 times, is in all cases except four translated 

“bowels.” It means internal organs. Its use is literal and physical. A Hebrew 

lexicon sums it up as “inward parts,” and that best conveys the meaning to us, 

as in Psa. 51 (though not the same word)—“Thou desirest Truth in the inward 

parts.” 

 

The word for “bright” literally means “elaborately worked so as to shine.”  

The type is clear and beautiful both as to the being worked or wrought, and 

the resultant shining. Heb. 10:5 contains the same thought: “A body hast Thou 
prepared me.”  The point is in the preparing—the inward working, 

developing, perfecting.  Anything in this life that contributes to this process is 

good and a blessing from God. That is why “sorrow is better than laughter” 

(Ecc. 7). 
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''Finely wrought ivory overlaid with sapphires.”  

Ivory was always a symbol of splendor—here, of course, of the true inward 

splendor of a pure and perfect character—“inward parts.”  Besides general 

references of this nature in connection with the kings and wealthy classes of 

Israel, the most significant reference to ivory is in connection with Solomon's 

Temple where it would necessarily have a spiritual meaning. 

 

“Overlaid with sapphires” intensifies the splendor of the representation, as 

though the pure white perfection of the ivory itself though precious, was not 

sufficient to represent the character of Christ.  Here again the type is clear and 

striking. All was of God, symbolized both by the fine working of the ivory 

and the overlaying with the heavenly sapphire blue. There must be the divine 

element throughout. 

 

“His legs are pillars of marble”—v. 15. 

We have had the “sitting in fullness”; here is the standing in strength—

faithful, determined and enduring. “Stand fast” is a frequent scriptural 

exhortation. To stand is also to have dominion, to have conquered and 

overcome, as to “stand upon the sea of glass” (Rev. 15:2).  And it is to pass 

triumphant through judgment—“Who shall stand when he appeareth?” (Mal. 

3:2). 

 

Pillars and marble turn our minds to the Temple, both literal and spiritual—

”Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the Temple of my God” (Rev. 

3:12)—an upholder and supporter of the edifice of God's presence. 

 

The most precious marble is pure white. It is crystalline in structure, and its 

special luster and beauty is due to the fact that light penetrates the surface and 

is reflected from the multitude of crystals beneath. There is an obvious typical 

fittingness in this penetration of the light and its reflection from within. 

 

“His countenance (that is, general appearance) is as Lebanon, excellent as the 

cedars.”  The figure of the mountain—(eminence and power and majesty—

the mountain that fills the whole earth)—is combined with the royal, 

unperishing glory of the cedar. A mountain of cedar trees—a living, 

flourishing, fruitful mountain—each tree an individual part of the glorious 

multitudinous unity of power that will at last fill the earth with God's glory. 

 

“His mouth is most sweet.” 

This is not the common word for mouth, but rather, as the margin shows, 
“palate.” The idea involved is taste, rather than speech, as the consistent use 

of the word elsewhere makes clear. It is sometimes translated “taste” as in the 

Song itself (2:3), and in its first use, Job 6:30—“Cannot my taste (marg: 

palate) discern perverse things?” The idea of the heavenly beauty of his speech 

is covered in the earlier reference to the lips. Here the reference is to the 
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unerring and unhesitating discernment and choice of that which is wholesome 

and good, and the rejection of everything that is in the slightest way fleshly or 

evil or impure. It is summed up in a similar figure in Isa. 7—“Butter and honey 

shall he eat that he may know (that is, learn) to refuse the evil and choose the 

good.” 

 

The lesson is that taste, appeal, desire, is not a blind, unchanging force to be 

catered to, but a delicate capacity and potentiality to be trained and developed 

and shaped to spiritual ends and satisfactions. 

 

A child's untrained, undiscerning taste rejects the wide range and variety of 

taste experiences which the providence of God has provided in that which is 

good for food, and desires only sweets. The adult learns that bitterness mixed 

with the sweetness is a much richer and more satisfying experience. In our 

present imperfect, incomplete, mortal condition, unalloyed sweetness soon 

becomes monotonous and sickening. We are not constituted to be able to stand 

it for long at a time. The immortal state will be a perpetual intensity of joy 

without surfeit.  

 

“Yea, he is altogether lovely”—v. 16. 

Rather, literally, and much more impressively and vividly—“The whole of 

him is loveliness.” The power and beauty of Christ is his perfection. Nothing 

out of harmony; nothing to detract; no danger of later discovered flaws to 

disappoint and disillusion. Nothing to fear from the cruel, unsparing 

microscope of intimate familiarity. 

 

The more minutely we examine him, the more beautiful he is revealed to be. 

This is an unfailing characteristic of all of God's handiwork, but never of 

anything of man's. This is the pattern God has set before us—the ideal to 

which He would have us ceaselessly strive—the ultimate to which He will 

finally elevate the faithful. 

 

“This is my Beloved; and this is my Friend.” 

Why add “This is my Friend”? It would appear to be an anticlimax, but it is 

not. It is actually a deepening and enlarging of the picture. The figure is taken 

from natural things. “Beloved” expresses only a narrow and restricted and 

passing aspect of the broad range of personal relationships. 

 

Upon reflection, we shall perceive that “Friend” is the fuller and the richer 

and the more inclusive and enduring, less self-centered, term—“Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.” “Greater love hath no man than 

this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 
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Looking Unto Jesus the  

Author and Finisher of our Faith 
 

By Michael  Jasionowski 
 

In that great chapter concerning faith, Hebrews chapter 11, we have described 

the suffering and affliction that holy men of old endured for the Truth’s sake: 

“others had trial of cruel mocking and scourging, yea, moreover of bonds and 

imprisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 

slain of the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented …they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, 

and in dens and caves of the earth …” (Heb. 11:36-38). Truly it is written that 

“we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 

14:22). 

 

This was certainly the case with Jesus himself.  In Chapter 12 of Hebrews our 

attention is brought to focus upon he whom we remember this morning, even 

the Lord Jesus Christ who endured, yet overcame: “… looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). As with any consideration, the context is of 

great importance. Verse 1 indicates that we do not idly stand by and watch 

Jesus: there is something required of us as well: “let us lay aside every weight, 

and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 

that is set before us, looking unto Jesus …” Here, the life of the believer is 

likened to running a great race.  Jesus is at the finishing line, as it were.  He 

has gone before and has obtained the victory.  We are also running the race, 

and as we look to Jesus, we are encouraged that, unlike a natural race, he is 

willing to share the victory with us, that we might wear the coronal wreath of 

glory with him. The Apostle Paul, being ‘moved’ by Spirit guidance wrote in 

a similar vein: “know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one 
receiveth the prize? So run that ye may obtain” (1 Cor. 9:24).  Notice again, 

how that the ‘rules’ of our great spiritual race differs from the natural race, in 

that whilst ordinarily there is only one winner, those who strive to reach the 

finishing line can also obtain a victory. That is, they share in the victory of the 

One who has obtained the prize, even Christ Jesus, the Holy One of God.  

 

The Apostle also spoke of his own experiences: “forgetting those things which 

are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press 
towards the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 

(Phil. 3:13-14). We can so easily forget the words that begin this quotation: 

“forgetting those things which are behind”. Those things that are past are 

beyond change. We can only change our future by what we do next, but we 

cannot change those things that are past.  So the exhortation is to look forward, 
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and not behind: to focus on the victory, and not on past failures.  This is the 

real exhortation of Hebrews 12: “…let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 

which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 

before us” (Heb. 12:1). We must forget those things that are behind, we must 

lay them aside, and bring all our attention to bear on winning the race with 

Christ.  He has gone in front as a forerunner.  Looking unto him, we are 

encouraged by his example, and setting our view upon him at the finishing 

line, we see a vision of the coming kingdom: a picture of joy that will enable 

us to obtain the victory along with him.  

 

The exhortation, therefore, is to “lay aside every weight and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us”. This theme of laying aside those things that can only 

hinder our victory occurs several times in Scripture, such as Colossians 

chapter 3: “but now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, filthy 

communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have 

put off the old man with his deeds” (Col. 3:8-9).  Here, the focus is on that 

which comes out of our mouth.  Putting off the works of the flesh, we must 

reflect a spirit of true holiness in our speech. Crucifying the flesh, we seek to 

live after the Spirit. Again, “… laying aside all malice, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes desire the 

sincere milk of the word that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:1-2). The works 

of the flesh can only hinder us, like additional baggage being carried about by 

the runner.  We must lay aside anything that can threaten our obtaining the 

victory.  

 

To be victorious with Christ is all that we desire: we have him in our sights, 

to show us that it is possible to reach the end. The baggage that we must leave 

behind will differ according to each individual circumstance.  But in short 

anything that might make our race more difficult must be cast away.  Notice 

here, there are two things to cast aside: “weight” and “sin”.  It is not simply 

the case that particular sins can hinder us, there are “weights” that might at 

times seem oppressive.  Whether they be personal struggles that we have to 

deal with or the difficult circumstances of life: whatever the problem is, we 

can trust in Yahweh that we are not alone in our struggle.  The sweet Psalmist 

of Israel wrote: “Cast thy burden upon Yahweh, and He shall sustain thee: He 
shall never suffer the righteous to be moved” (Psa 55:22). What comfort lies 

in these words! Again, Jesus spoke likewise: “come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest …” (Mat. 11:28)  

 

But as well as attending to our own affairs, we must also look to the afflictions 
of other brothers and sisters, helping them to bear their own burdens: “bear 

ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the Law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).  As it 

is written again, “look not every man on his own things, but every man also 
on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
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Jesus” (Phil. 2:4). The Mind of Christ is one of self-sacrifice for the benefit 

of others, a mental disposition which we should all seek to develop.  

 

The exhortation of Hebrews 12:2 is to fix our attention upon Jesus: “looking 

unto Jesus”.  Here, we have an echo of Isaiah’s prophecy: “look unto Me, and 

be ye saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am El, and there is none else” (Isa 

45:22).  Like the serpent lifted up in the wilderness, we look with faith to 

Messiah lifted up in crucifixion initially, but then received up in glory.  He is 

our Savior: we look to him for strength and hope.  Hence Paul wrote to Titus: 

“ … denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ …” 

(Tit. 2:12-13).  Notice the similar language used here: “denying” particular 

things, we “look for” other things.  We look towards Jesus, not only as one 

who endured, but also one who has overcome.  We look to Jesus in his 

glorious, immortal state, and long for his coming.  He is where our hope lies: 

not in our own endeavors but according to the victory that He has won: “So 

Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for 

him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:28).  

 

The Master is described as being the “author and finisher of our faith”. The 

Greek translated “author” here, does not signify one who writes a book, but 

rather a ‘princely leader’, or Captain.  It is the same word used in chapter 2 of 

Hebrews, referring to Christ as “the captain of salvation” (Heb. 2:10).  Again, 

Peter spoke to the Jews: “The God of our Fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye 

slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a 

Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins” 

(Acts 5:30-31).  Jesus is Messiah “the Great Prince” (Dan. 12:1), one who has 

royal authority to bestow the coronal wreath upon those whom he chooses.  

He is a princely savior, able to forgive men’s sins, and heal them from mortal 

infirmities and weaknesses at the appointed time. We must not lose hope 

therefore, for he is “the princely leader” of our faith. The word rendered 

“finisher” signifies a “perfector”. The comparison seems to be that of a 

craftsman making a fine piece of furniture: the last thing he does after fitting 

all the components together, is to provide a “finish’ to the piece: the final stage 

before the item is suitable for its purpose.  So we read in the Psalms: “Yahweh 

will perfect that which concerneth me: Thy mercy, O Yahweh, endureth for 
ever” (Psa. 138:8). And again, in Philippians: “he which hath begun a good 

work in you will finish it (marginal rendering) until the day of Jesus Christ” 

(Phil. 1:6).  
 

Concerning Christ, it is written that it was “for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2).  His endurance was made possible by that 

vision of Joy that he had ever before his mind.  But what was that “joy” that 
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he would have at his Father’s Right Hand?  The Psalmist speaks of this: “ … 
thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to 

see corruption. Thou wilt show me the path of life: in Thy presence is fullness 

of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore” (Psa. 16:10-11).  

Notice in this place, that the Joy is “in Thy presence”. What a joyous moment 

that must have been when Jesus ascended to His Father’s dwelling place, and 

for the first time, was physically brought into His Hallowed presence!  What 

great joy for both the Father and Son to see each other face to face for that 

first time!  That was the joy that was ever set before the mind of Christ.  Acts 

chapter 2 cites Psalm 16 (above): “… Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, 

neither wilt Thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou hast made 
known to me the ways of life: Thou shalt make me full of joy with Thy 

countenance” (Acts. 2:28).  Again, we see that the “joy” is “with Thy 

countenance” or as another rendering has it: “in Your presence”. This is what 

we so earnestly long for: to behold the glory of God in joyful immortality.  

 

There is a great importance in maintaining a constant picture of the Kingdom 

in our minds. It imparted to Christ a strength that enabled him to overcome, 

and whilst we still struggle with our sin nature, it is able to strengthen us to 

look beyond present difficulties to that day when the constraints of a mortal 

existence will be removed. So it is written in the Proverbs: “Where there is 

no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the Law, happy is he” (Prov. 

29:18).  Notice the marginal alternative rendering for the word “perish” – “is 

made naked”.  Without a vision, the people are made naked. What does this 

mean?  The same sentiments are echoed in the Apocalypse: “behold, I come 

as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk 

naked, and they see his shame” (Rev. 16:15).  The sense here, is that to 

“watch”, or see, enables us to keep our garments, but lack of sight means we 

do not have the same strength to keep those garments unspotted from the 

world.  We are clothed upon with the garments of righteousness, provided 

through the Lamb slain from the foundation of the World, and we must share 

his vision in looking towards the day of coming glory.  So it was that the 

Master endured the cross, and despised the shame, but looked ahead to the 

final outcome of things. We have his example to motivate us to do likewise.   

 

As we cited earlier, the exhortation is given: “let this mind be in you, which 

was also in Christ Jesus …” (Phil. 2:5). Sharing Christ’s disposition of 

thought, we delight in the spiritual beauties of the Wisdom revealed in the 

Word before us.  We long for that day when we shall live and reign with him, 

and share his Victory.  As it is written: “whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even 

our faith” (1 John. 5:4). 
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THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 
by John Thomas 

 

"Behold, now is the Time of Acceptance; now is the Day of Salvation" (2 
Cor. 6:2). 

 

By the Jews, it is called emphatically THE DAY. It is the day of condemning, 

avenging, and coverings of Sin, yom hak-kiphpurim—a Day of Coverings: on 

it the sins of the whole Jewish nation are covered over; on it the High Priest 

performed all the functions of ordinary priests; and on this day only he entered 

the Holy of Holies, or the most holy chamber or division, of the temple beyond 

the Veil. This day was considered as a Sabbath, or rest, a festival, and the 

strictest of fasts; and it concentrated in itself the solemnities proper to each of 

these, and it had a longer period of preparation preceding it than any other 

holy day required. 

 

The High Priest performed all those services appointed for the Tabernacle— 

the daily, the sabbatical, and the festival services, as well as those peculiar to 

this day, and he finished by reading to the people. 

 

Tisri was the first month of the Civil Year, and the seventh of the 

Ecclesiastical Year, and the 10th of Tisri was the Day of Coverings, termed 

in the English Version, "the Day of Atonement" (Lev. 23:27, 28; 25:29).  

From the first to the seventh are called days of conversion; because in them 

they turned to Yahweh in preparation for the 10th. The 8th and 9th were 

styled terrible days. On these they clothed themselves with sackcloth, and 

began to afflict their souls. At sunset on the 9th Tisri the fast began. No food 

was allowed, except in cases of extreme necessity, and even then the quantity 

was limited to what a date shell could hold. Seven days before the fast, the 

High Priest took up his abode in the temple, purifying himself, and practicing 

those various sacrifices, and other offices on the 10th. On the 9th, he fed 

sparingly, concluding before sunset; during the night he was attended by the 

younger priests, who read to him, and prevented his sleeping, lest his dreams 

should be unholy. Others watched for the approach of day, and at the first 

streak of dawn, they roused the High Priest to the arduous duties of the day. 

There were fifteen victims which he must slay, divide, wash, and offer in 

sacrifice, as far as possible with his own hands. He must wash his whole body 

five times; wash his hands and feet ten times; and change his garments six 

times during the day; and the fast must be as strictly observed by him as by 

the rest of the people. He went into the Holy of Holies four times during the 

day; 

1. With the incense; 

2.  With the blood of the bullock; 

3. With the blood of the goat; 

4. At the conclusion of the sacrifices to bring out the Incense. 
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When the Day of Coverings dawned, the High Priest put off his ordinary 

garments, immersed his whole body, and five times washed his hands and 

feet; he then put on the holy garments, and addressed himself to the service of 

the day. 

 

He first slew the daily sacrifice, a lamb, burnt its members, offered the 

morning incense, trimmed the lamps, and went through the ordinary morning 

service. He then offered the bullock, and seven lambs, appointed for 

extraordinary significant days, and again washed his hands and feet. He then 

put off the golden garments, bathed himself, and put on the linen 
garments appropriate to the day (Lev. 16:4); and now began the service 

peculiar to it. 

 

He first went to his own bullock (ver. 6), which was between the temple and 

the altar, and putting both hands upon his head, confessed his sins. Leaving 

the bullock in the hands of a keeper, he went to cast lots for the two goats in 

the north-east quarter of the Court below the altar. The lots were inscribed, 

the one "For Yahweh" (Lev. 16:8); the other, "For Scapegoat" (Lev. 16:8). 

After drawing them, he tied a scarlet fillet on the horns of the Scapegoat, when 

it was taken to the east gate of the temple, which looked towards the Mount 

of Olives, whence it was to be sent into the wilderness in due time, the victim-

goat remaining where it was. 

 

He returned to his bullock, and confessing again over him his own sins, and 

those of the sons of Aaron and of the holy people, he slew the bullock and 

gave the blood to a priest, who stirred it up to prevent coagulation. 

 

He now took the censer, filled it with burning coals from the Brazen Altar; 

then took a handful of incense from a vessel which was brought to him, and 

threw it into another dish. He took the censer of coals in his right hand, the 

dish of incense in his left, and entering the first time into the Holy of Holies 

through the Veil placed the burning censer in front of the Ark of the Covenant, 

poured the incense into his hand, scattered it on the coals, waited till the place 

was filled with smoke, and then came out backwards, his face being towards 

the Ark. 

 

On reaching the Court of the Priests, he took the blood of the bullock, which 

had been kept stirred, and sprinkled it upon the Mercy Seat, eastward; and 

before it seven times. Coming out again from the Most Holy, he left the 
remaining blood in the Holy Place. He now went out, and slew the victim-

goat, and going with his blood into the Holy of Holies a third time, sprinkled 

it also before the Mercy Seat. Coming out, he set it down in the Holy Place, 

and sprinkled the blood of the bullock before the Veil, then the blood of the 

goat also. He then mingled both bloods in one vessel, and sprinkled the 
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Golden Altar, and vessels of the sanctuary; and going out, poured the 

remaining blood under the Brazen Altar. 

 

These things transacted, he next sent away the Scapegoat, having laid his 

hands on his head, and confessed the sins of the people. While the Scapegoat 

was being conveyed away, the High Priest went on with the service of the day. 

He divided the bullock and goat he had slain, and whose blood he had taken 

within the Veil: he burnt their fat and inwards upon the Brazen Altar, but sent 

their carcasses to be burnt without the camp or city. By this time the Scapegoat 

had reached the wilderness, which event, they say, was known by the 

whitening of the scarlet fillet on the door-post. 

 

The High Priest then read certain sections of the Law, recited eight prayers, 

washed his hands and his feet, put off the linen garment, bathed, put on his 

golden garments, and washed his hands and feet. He then offered a ram for 

himself, another for the people, and seven lambs as extra oblations for this 

day. At length he offered the daily evening sacrifice, washed his hands and 

feet, put off the golden garments, bathed, put on the linen garments, washed 

his hands and his feet, and going a fourth time into the Holy of Holies, brought 

out the censer and the dish, which he had left there at the beginning of the 

service of the day. Washing his hands and feet, he put off the linen garments, 

bathed, put on the golden garments, washed his hands and feet, offered the 

evening incense, and trimmed the lamps. Then finally washing his hands and 

feet, he put off the golden garments, resumed his ordinary dress, and went 

home, followed by the people, and congratulated by his friends. 

 

In solving the enigma of this Mosaic Day of Coverings, it should be 

remembered, that Christ's person, Christ's office, Christ's sacrifice and one 

time of offering it, the Eternal Spirit in Flesh, or Christ alone could fill—to 

show forth any one of these, several types combined; and as each type 

requires its own time, there must be for each one of Christ's offices several 

times in the types. The Christ, in his single person, embodies the paschal lamb 

and its blood of sprinkling; the victims of the Day of Coverings and their blood 

of sprinkling; the bodies burnt without the camp; and the High Priest who 

entered the Holy of Holies. All the types concenter in the Eternal Spirit 

Incarnate—the Christ; and therefore in applying them to him, we are under 

the necessity of giving our whole attention to the meaning of the emblem, not 

to its circumstances. We must stop, in our application of the types to Christ, 

at that point where they foreshow his person or offices, and not apply to the 

Great Antitype the various times, places and circumstances which are only 
meant to give necessary locality to the several types. But when the finished 

work of the Christ comes to be applied to the faithful, or to successive 

generations; or when we endeavour to trace out the course of his future 

manifestations, the time and order observed in the type become important 
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features in our inquiry, and an attention to this distinction removes some 

difficulty in the case. 

 

The Day of Coverings was a day of sacrifice in a pre-eminent degree—a day 

of death, of burning, and of blood—"A day of blood, and fire, and cloud of 

smoke" (Joel 2:30; Acts 2:19). It was a day also of confession of sin, 

tribulation, and pardon; so that it became "a time of acceptance, and a day of 

salvation". This was the character of the Mosaic Pattern; of a single day in 

every year of the Times of the Ages; and it foreshadowed a day of like 

character—a "Now", which, Paul says, is the time of acceptance and the day 

of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2). 

 

This Antitypical Day of Coverings has already continued for many centuries. 

Its preparation began with the entrance of the Eternal Spirit into its personal 

Temple (John 2:2 1) when he descended on Jesus in the form of a dove; the 

slaying of the bullock and the goat, the burning of their carcasses without the 

camp; and the carrying of the burning censer into the Holy of Holies, have 

been fulfilled in the death and resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, who, like 

the Scapegoat, is absent from the camp of Israel. The handful of incense, the 

prayers of the little flock, still smokes before the Ark. The censer remains 

there; yea, and must remain there till the day is terminated, and its service 

complete. While it is smoking before the Ark, blood flows and the fire burns. 

Sin has been condemned in the flesh; and the household or sanctuary of the 

Eternal Spirit reconciled; but all its members have not yet been brought in. 

When these are complete, "the Hour of judgment" (Rev. 14:7), the last hour 

of the day of atonement, will have come. The law will then be proclaimed 

from Zion by the High Priest in his golden garments. The jubilee trumpet will 

sound, and Israel shall return. In this terrible crisis, Babylon falls, the harvest 

is reaped, the vintage gathered, the wine-press trodden, and the times of the 

Gentiles fulfilled. Their kingdoms become the kingdoms of Yahweh; Israel is 

pardoned; the nations blessed in Abraham and his Seed; the Day of Atonement 

consummated; and the Feast of Tabernacles, the feast of the 15th of Tisri, 

inaugurated to the joy of all the earth. 

 

When and Where Did Christ Make the 

One Great Offering? 
By Dr. Thomas. 

 

1.—By what phrase is this Offering Scripturally expressed? By the words 

“the offering of the Body of Jesus Christ once”—(Heb. 10:10). 

 

2.—In what did the offering of this body consist? In the condemnation of sin 

in the nature that sinned in the Garden of Eden—(Rom. 8:3). 
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3.—What were some of the typical relations of that Body prepared for 

Christ, in the process of crucifixion unto death? It was an altar of sacrifice, 

the antitype of the brazen altar (Heb. 13:10); it was a rent veil (Heb. 10:20); 

it was a hilasteerion, or Mercy Seat (Rom. 3:25); and it was ta hagia 

hagioon, the Holies of Holies (Dan. 9:24), the antitype of the two holy 

places. 

 

4.—Who was the High Priestly Offerer in the crucifixion? The Eternal Spirit 

(Heb. 9:14), upon the principle that what one doth by his instruments, he 

doth himself; thus Herod, Pilate, the Rulers, Romans and Jews did 

whatsoever God’s hand and counsel determined before to be done—(Acts 

18:27, 28). 

 

5.—What is the Melchizedek High Priest? The Eternal Spirit manifested in 

flesh—(1 Tim. 3:16). 

 

6.—What was this manifested Priest’s sin offering? “His own body”—(1 

Pet. 2:24). 

 

7.—Where did this Eternal Offerer offer his sacrifice? Upon the cross 

“without the gate,” or “without the camp”—(Heb. 13:12, 13). 

 

8.—When was the Jesus Altar purified; the Jesus Mercy Seat sprinkled with 

sacrificial blood, and the Jesus Holies of Holies lustrated? After the Veil of 

his flesh was rent, and before he awoke at the early dawn of the third day—

(Mark 15:37, 38; John 19:34). 

 

9.—Why was the sprinkled, purified and lustrated body awakened in life 

again? That it might not see corruption (Acts 2:27, 31) which, had it so 

happened, would have rendered all that had been transacted, vain and 

unprofitable—(Psalm 30:9; 1 Cor. 15:14, 18). 

 

10.—Why was the body “revived” or quickened, after it “rose?”—(Rom. 

14:9).  To show “the path of life,” and that it might “ascend to the Father, ” 

from the nature which is “a little lower than” the angels’ consubstantiality 

with Him; thus become (charaktees tees apostaseos autou) an exact likeness 

of His substance (Hebrews 1:3)—“a greater and more perfect tabernacle not 

made with hands.” In ascending from the human to the divine nature, he was 

“clothed upon” with the “house which is from heaven;” that the mortal (to 

thneeton) born of the earth, might become the immortal born of the Spirit; 
and so perfected to enter the Divine Presence. 

 

11.—Did the resurrected and quickened body enter the Divine Presence with 

its blood or through its blood? “Through his own blood.” (dia tou idiou 

aimatos.) The body is nowhere said to enter heaven with its blood. Aaron 
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entered the Holies with blood, representative of Jesus entering the true, 

through his own blood. In this the shadow and the substance approximate as 

nearly as the parable demands. 

 

12.—What are the Jesus “Holies of Holies,” or hagia hagioon? The Eternal 

Spirit, tabernacling in Jesus before and until He forsook him on the cross; 

and the same spirit tabernacling in him when the risen body, by quickening, 

became Spirit. Thus the body born of Mary, was the tabernacle for the Spirit 

in two states—the former imperfect; the latter perfect. In the imperfect state, 

the corporeal tabernacle was “greater and more perfect,” and it, with its 

occupant, “the Holies of Holies.” “The True Tabernacle which the Lord 

pitched, and not man.” The rent veil divides these two states. To pass from 

the imperfect state, or holy, into the perfect or Most Holy, flesh has to be 

transformed into Spirit. We are passing through the veil, in dying, rising and 

being quickened. The imperfect, lesser, holy tabernacle, is flesh and blood; 

but “the greater and more perfect,” Most Holy, admits no flesh and blood 

into its constitution of state or of nature, both state and nature being most 

holy. This arrangement is therefore fatal to the speculation of Jesus going 

into heaven mortal, and with his blood circulating in his veins. 

 

13.—If Jesus, because of the tribe of Judah could not be a priest on earth, 

how could the “one great offering” be made on Calvary? Jesus could not be 

a priest according to the Mosaic Law to offer sacrifices on the brazen altar, 

and to carry the blood thereof into the holy and most holy places. But he 

could be a victim to be offered upon Calvary by the Father who tabernacled 

in him, and said “No man taketh my life from me, but I lay it down of 

myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again”—

(John 10:18). These words came out of the mouth of the body prepared for 

sacrifice; but they were the living words of the Spirit—(John 6:63; 7:28, 58; 

10:38; 12:49, 50). A man cannot breathe his last, or die by the mere force of 

his will, nor can a corpse of itself resume its life. Both results ensued in 

relation to Jesus; but, in both cases, it was by the power of the Father, who, 

after the example of Abraham, offered His own Son on the same platform: 

the Mount of Yahweh, in the land of Moriah—(Gen. 25:2, 14). 

 

14.—What direct testimony is there to show that the Eternal Father was 

with Jesus on the cross? In John 16:32, Jesus tells his companions that the 

hour was coming when they would all desert him, and leave him alone; “and 

yet,” says he, “I am not alone, for the Father is with me;” and from the 

account of the crucifixion, we learn that the Father did not forsake him till 
all things predetermined were satisfactorily finished. He was then left to the 

death which resulted from the Father’s withdrawal—(John 19:30).  “He 

yielded up the Spirit”—to pneuma. 
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15.—How long was it from the quickening of the risen body on the third day, 
to its glorification in the heaven where the Father dwells? Forty days. Jesus 

sojourned with his disciples during forty days, in which he was discoursing 

with them on the affairs of the kingdom—(Acts 1:3).  At the end of this 

period, he was taken up and received into the glory he had with the Father 

before the world was—(Acts 1:11; 1 Tim. 3:16; John 17:5). 

 

16.—What proof is there of the exaltation of Jesus to this glory? The 

outpouring of Holy Spirit, and the testimony of that same spirit in the mouth 

of Peter, seven days after—(Acts 2:33, 36). 
 

Aaron And Christ 
By Brother John Thomas 

 

"Thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness" - Matt. 3:15. 

 
YAHWEH (that is, "I Shall Be" Ex. 3:15) said to Moses (Ex. 25:40) "See that 

thou make what thou wast caused to see, after their pattern (tabneeth) showed 

thee in the mount."  Which things, Paul says, are only (Heb. 8:5)—  

"The image (hupodeigmati) and shadow (skia) of heavenly things." 

—as God said to Moses. And else where Paul says that (Rom. 2:20)—  

"The Jews have the model (morphosin) of the Knowledge and of the 

Truth, in the Law." 

 

From which, and other passages that can be adduced, it is evident that the 

following proposition is true, that— 

The Mosaic system of righteousness is symbolical of the righteousness 

of God in Jesus Christ. 

 

Definition: by "Mosaic system of righteousness" is meant— 

All that was necessary to "sanctify to the purifying of the FLESH," but 

which could not free the conscience from SIN. 

 

To impart this carnal purification to the worshiper, a High Priest and his 

household (distinct from the other classes of the Jewish nation), legally 

inaugurated and sanctified, were necessary: also a Tabernacle, sacrifices, 

washings, etc. 

 

Definition: by the "righteousness of God" is meant - 
 

A justification from all past sins, devised and enjoined by God: a purification 

of the heart, or conscience, without the necessity of obeying the Law of Moses 

(which since the destruction of Jerusalem cannot be kept), but attested by that 
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Law and the Prophets: a justification through Jesus Christ's faith (dia pisteos 

Iesou Xristou—Gal. 2:16). 

 

That is, through belief of what he and his apostles preached concerning the 

Kingdom of God and his Name (Ac. 8:12). In other words: through belief of 

the Gospel to all who shall put on Christ (Gal. 3:27). 

 

The "righteousness of God" is the "Gospel of the Kingdom"; sometimes called 

the "Gospel of Christ," and often simply "the Gospel," which Paul says is: 

"The power of God for salvation of every one that believeth: to the Jew 

first, and then to the Greek (Gentile)"—Rom. 1: 16. 

 

Nothing can save Jew or Gentile but "the Power of God." The power for that 

special purpose is the Gospel only; so that saving power and the Gospel are 

but different phrases for the same thing. 

 

Look into these things narrowly— 

"Jesus became the Author of eternal salvation to all them that OBEY 

him" (Heb. 5:9). 

"If ye love me (said Jesus), keep my COMMANDMENTS" (John 

14:15). 

"If a man love me, he will keep my words" (John 14:23). 

"Ye are my friends, if ye DO whatsoever I command you" (John 15:14). 

"He that rejecteth me, and keepeth not my words ... the word that I have 

spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day" (John 12:48). 

LOVE is the fulfilling of the law" (Rom. 13:10). 

 

Hence "love" and "obedience" in scriptural language are but two words for 

the same idea or thing. So that God, in Jesus Christ's words, admit of no "love" 

or professions of devotions and attachment, that are unaccompanied with a 

childlike obedience to "whatsoever" He commands. 

 

Where obedience is not, there love does not exist. And where there is no 

scriptural love, there is no obedience in word or deed. And where these are 

absent, the spirit of love, which is "the spirit of Christ," is wanting (1 Cor. 

13:4-7)— 

"Love suffers long, and is kind; it envieth not; it boasts not itself (not full 

of wordy professions); is not puffed up; doth not behave itself unseemly; 

seeketh not its own; is not easily provoked; thinketh no evil; 

 
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in THE TRUTH; beareth all 

things, believeth all things; hopeth all things; endureth all things." 

 

To persons in whom such a disposition has been created, the precepts of Jesus 

are: 
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"He who believeth the Gospel (of the Kingdom), and is baptized, shall 

be saved; and he that believeth it not shall be condemned" (Mark 16:16). 

 

Here, the "Gospel" is that proposed for faith; and baptism the thing prescribed 

for obedience, that the believer may show or prove whether that faith hath 

worked in him a true and genuine love to its Author. Baptism is only for such 

believers; for baptism is "the obedience of faith," so that where belief of "The 

Truth" does not exist, there can be no true obedience. 

 

When Jesus came to John, he demanded to be buried in water, that he might 

come out of it an immersed man. With a view to this, he said—"Thus it is 

proper for us to fulfill ALL righteousness" (Matt. 3:15). 

 

And the apostle adds: 

"When he was baptized, he went up straightway out of the water" (v.16). 

—clearly evincing that he must have first gone down into it. 

 

And now mark this well ... after he had done this, God acknowledged him as 

His Son, and declared Himself well pleased with him (verse 17). Jesus had 

been God's most excellent Son for 30 years, but He withheld His 

acknowledgement of him till he signalized his filial obedience in being 

baptized. 

 

Jesus was a Jew under the Law of Moses. When, therefore, he spake of the 

"all righteousness" to be "fulfilled," he spake of the necessity of doing what 

was SIGNIFIED by the prophetic and symbolic institutions of the Mosaic 

Law. 

 

Jesus, being the Anointed Seed long promised by God, was, therefore, the 

High Priest who was to arise after the similitude, likeness, or order of 

Melchizedek (Psa. 110), and to "sit as a priest upon his throne, and to bear the 

glory" (Zech. 6). This being so, he would have, at some future time, to occupy 

the place formerly occupied by Aaron. 

 

And as the Aaronic inauguration was representative of the Melchizedek, Jesus 

had to be consecrated after the same example or type, that in so doing he might 

anti-typically fulfill the representation of the Law. 

 

Aaron was forbidden to enter the Most Holy Place of the Tabernacle without 

being adorned and glorified with garments of splendor and holiness, and 
therefore styled “holy garments.” Nor was he permitted to enter even when 

habited with these, unless he had been previously baptized, upon pain of 

death. The Law said (Lev. 16:4) – 

“He shall wash his flesh in water, and so put them on.” 
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He was not permitted to officiate as High Priest in his ordinary attire. He must 

"put off" and "put on" the holy linen robe. And had he put this on without 

bathing his flesh in water, and proceeded to officiate, this unbaptized High 

Priest of Israel would have been struck dead. 

 

When legally invested and arrayed, the Aaronic High Priests were "Holiness 

to Yahweh" (Ex. 39:30), and the representatives of the Holy and just One in 

his character and priestly office. The symbolism relative to the High Priest 

was the "righteousness" to be fulfilled by Jesus before he could enter upon his 

functions by "the power of an endless life" as High Priest, first over the 

Household of God, and afterwards over the Twelve Tribes of Israel. 

 

John the Baptizer, a "greater prophet" than Moses (Luke 7:28) but not so great 

as Jesus, preached and administered— 

"The baptism of repentance for the remission of sins" (Mark 1:4). 

 

Jesus came to him to be baptized of this baptism; for, as Moses baptized Aaron 

and his sons, so the greatest of all the prophets was appointed to baptize Jesus 

and his brethren. 

 

But some may object that Jesus had no sins to be remitted, and had no need 

of "repentance," and was therefore not a fit subject for such a baptism. It is 

admitted without reserve that he had no sins of his own, having never 

transgressed the law. Nevertheless, as the Sin-bearer of the Abrahamic 

Covenant (through whom it was confirmed (Rom. 15:8), Yahweh made the 

iniquity of all "the children of the Covenant" to meet upon him, that by his 

bruise they might be healed (Isa. 53:5-6). He was not the Sin-bearer of every 

son of Adam that ever lived, but— 

Of the true believers from Abel to the Day of Pentecost; and 

 

Of the obedient believers of the Truth, constituting the Household, 

separated by "the obedience of faith," from Pentecost in the year of the 

crucifixion to his future appearing in Jerusalem; and 

 

Of the living Twelve Tribes when their transgressions shall be blotted 

out as a thick cloud, at their ingrafting into their own Olive Tree; and 

 

Of that family of nations of which Abraham is the constituted father, 

when they are made righteous. 

—so that the sins of the whole of that world which shall dwell upon the earth 
in the post-millennial eternal ages, and which will all of it have been separated 

from Adams race by "the obedience of faith," will have met upon him, and 

been borne away into everlasting oblivion. This is the "world" so beloved of 

God that— 
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"'He gave His only begotten Son ... that through him it might be saved" 

(John 3:16). 

 

But to return. Jesus, with the sin of the world thus defined, rankling in his 

flesh (where it was to be condemned to death when suspended on the cross 

(Rom. 8:31), came to John as the "Ram of Consecration," that his inwards and 

his body might be washed according to the Law (Exodus 29). 

 

But these representations of the Law and the Prophets could not have found 

their antitype in Jesus if in the days of his flesh he had possessed a holier or 

purer nature than those for whom he was bruised in the heel. His character 

was spotless. But, as being the Seed of the Woman of whom no clean flesh 

can be born (Job 15:4), and the Seed of Abraham, which is not immaculate, 

be it virgin or Nazarite, his nature was flesh and blood (Heb. 2:14), which 

Paul styles "SINFUL FLESH," or flesh full of sin, a physical quality or 

principle which makes the flesh mortal, and called "sin" because this property 

of flesh became its law as the consequence of transgression— 

"God made Jesus sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God IN him" (2 Cor. 5:21). 

 

In this view of the matter, the Sin-bearer of the world indicated was a fit and 

proper subject of John's baptism of repentance for remission of sins. The holy 

and undefiled disposition of Mary's son was granted to him for repentance, in 

fulfilling the symbolical righteousness of the Law when he descended into the 

Jordan to enter into the antitypical robe of righteousness, with which he must 

of necessity be invested before he could enter into the Most Holy as High 

Priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

 

In being baptized, he proclaimed the development of a character distinguished 

by perfect faith and obedience. This character was his holy raiment, and was 

without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. This was the "fine linen, clean and 

white" with which he arrayed himself— 

"The righteousness of the (king of) saints" (Rev. 19:8). 

 

It was the antitype, in part, of Aaron's holy garments. And he had to put it on 

in the same way that Aaron did— 

"By washing his flesh in water, and so putting it on." 

 

He was baptized of John into a holiness of his own, which publicly BEGAN 

with obedience in the Jordan, and ENDED with obedience in death on the 
cross (Phil. 2:9-11)— 

"He was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross; wherefore God 

hath highly exalted him, and given him a Name which is above every 

name; that every tongue should confess he is Lord to the glory of God 

the Father." 
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Had Jesus yielded to John (supposing the thing to have been possible), he 

would have stood before his nation as the High Priest of Israel, claiming to 

officiate in the Most Holy Place, without baptism—a spectacle it had never 

seen before, nor ever will while the world stands. 

 

But the symbolic righteousness of the Mosaic Law not only required the High 

Priest to put on the holy vestments by having his body baptized, but it also 

commanded his household to be baptized into theirs: 

"This is the thing Yahweh commanded to be done: and Moses brought 

Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water. And he put on Aaron 

the coat ... and he put coats upon his sons, and girded them with girdles, 

and put turbans upon them, as Yahweh commanded" (Lev. 8:5-13; 16:4). 

 

Here, as I have said, Moses performed the part of John the Baptizer to Aaron 

and his sons, who were to be rulers and priests in Israel. Aaron and his family 

were their nation's priestly household; and it was the office of the High Priest 

to make atonement, or reconciliation—first for himself, then for his 

household, and lastly for all the congregation of Israel. 

 

But admission into the Holy and most Holy Places was only permitted to the 

baptized: they must bathe their flesh in water, and so put on their holy 

garments. Hence, all Israel's priests were immersed persons. And so also all 

that shall be their Priests and Kings in the Age to Come, and have power over 

the Gentiles, must be immersed likewise. 

 

Jesus, the Melchizedek High Priest of Israel, has a household as well as Aaron 

had. A proof of this is found in the words of Paul. Writing to certain Hebrews 

who had believed the Gospel of the Kingdom and the Name of Jesus, and had 

obeyed it in having their "bodies washed with pure water," he says (Heb. 

3:6,14)— 

"Christ is a Son over his own House, whose House are we, if we hold 

fast the confidence and rejoicing of THE HOPE firm unto the end." 

 

Now Jesus, speaking for himself and others, said—  

"THUS it becomes US to fulfill all righteousness." 

 

It is, therefore, necessary for all "his House" to do as he did, but with this 

modification of the significancy of the deed: he was baptized as the initiative 

of his own holiness, sacrificial and priestly. They must be baptized into his 
holiness, and into a development of their own conformable to his; and—with 

this induction for a beginning—thenceforth "continue patiently in well 

doing," that they may be holy as he was holy in the days of this flesh, as it is 

written— 

"BE YE HOLY BECAUSE I AM HOLY." 
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Jesus and his Household are the future Kings and Priests prepared of God to 

rule Israel and the nations for Him. The Law and the Prophets, which attest 

the righteousness of God, require them all to put on that righteousness by 

bathing. Jesus commands the same thing, and says: "Till heaven and earth 

pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law, till all be 

fulfilled" (Matt. 5:18). 

 

Therefore he said to his apostles (Matt. 28:19-20)— 

"Go and preach the Gospel to every creature, and teach them (who 

receive your proclamation) to observe whatsoever I command you." 

 

By virtue of this saying, the apostles become the depositaries of his 

commands, so that, in the words of Jesus (Luke 10:16)— 

"He that heareth them, heareth him; and he that despiseth them, despiseth 

him; and he that despiseth him despiseth Him that sent him." 

 

Now, Peter, who was one of these plenipotentiaries of Christ, commanded 

Cornelius, who was— 

"A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house; and gave 

much alms to the people (Israel), and prayed to God alway" (Acts 10:2). 

—Peter, I say, commanded this company of pious Gentiles, who believed the 

word Jesus began to preach in Galilee, to be baptized in the Name of the Lord 

(Acts 10:48). The apostolic style of address was— 

"Children of the stock of Abraham, AND whosoever among you feareth 

God, TO YOU is the word of this salvation sent" (Acts 13:26). 

 

A man's supposed piety did not exempt him from the necessity of believing 

and obeying the Gospel of the Kingdom, or, as Paul styles it, "the word of this 

salvation." Peter went to Caesarea to tell pious, God-fearing men "words 

whereby they should be SAVED" (Acts 11:14). However pious they may be 

who are ignorant of these saving words, they are "alienated from the life of 

God through ignorance" (Eph. 4:18). 

 

Piety in general has so little to do with an understanding of the "word of the 

Kingdom," and the obedience it enjoins, that it has passed into a proverb that: 

"Ignorance is the mother of devotion." 

 

In a certain sense, this is true. The most ignorant are, for the most part, the 

most pious, and the most intolerant of the Truth and its obedience. This is 
Pharisaism, whether it flourish in the first or in the 19th century; and in 

reference to which Jesus has said (Matt. 5:20)— 

"Except your righteousness shall exceed that of the Scribes and 

Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the Kingdom of heaven." 
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Shall it be said that it was necessary for the Melchizedek High Priest, who 

was innocent of transgression, and who for 30 years had enjoyed the favor of 

God and man (Luke 2:52), to be immersed in a baptism of "repentance for 

remission of sins"; but that it was not necessary for the pious who would 

compose his Household, who are sinners by nature and practice? 

 

Nay, if it were indispensable for Jesus to be buried in water, that he might 

begin an (official) career of holiness to Yahweh in coming up out of it, it is 

infinitely more so that all should tread in his steps of perfect faith and 

obedience who would be invested with— 

"Robes washed white in the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. 7:14)—having 

their— 

"Loins girt about with the girdle of Truth, and having on the breastplate 

of Righteousness, and their feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel 

of Peace, and on their head the helmet of Salvation" (Eph. 6:14-17). 

 

An immersed High Priest requires an immersed Household. There is one law 

for both, as there was "One Baptism" for Jesus and his apostles; on whom— 

as on all others of the Household—the necessity is imperative to fulfill all the 

righteousness foreshadowed in Aaron and his sons. There is no discharge for 

this necessity for Jew or Gentile— 

"For THUS it behoveth US to fulfill ALL righteousness."—Herald, 55 

 

PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST. 
An explanation of the Eternal Spirit 

by John Thomas 

 
IT is written in the word, " Happy is the man that findeth WISDOM, and the 

man that getteth understanding. Yahweh by wisdom founded the earth; by 

understanding He established the heavens. “Unto you, Ο men," saith Wisdom, 

"I call; and my voice is to the sons of man. I, Wisdom, dwell with sagacity. I 

am understanding ; I have strength. Yahweh possessed me in the beginning of 

His way, before His works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the 

beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was brought 

forth. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth; 

while as yet He had not made the earth, nor the open places, nor the highest 

part of the dust of the world. When He prepared the heavens, I was there: 

when He set a compass on the face of the depth ; when He established the 

clouds above; when He strengthened the fountains of the deep ; when He gave 
to the sea His decree, that the waters should not pass His commandment; when 

He appointed the foundations of the earth—then I was by Him, as one brought 

up by Him; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing 

in the habitable part of His earth : and my delights are with the sons of men."  
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Here was the offspring of Yahweh, of whom it is said "She is more precious 

than rubies. Length of days is in her right hand; in her left hand, riches and 

honor: a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one 

that retaineth her."  

 

Here is an existence previous to the existence of the earth and all that it 

contains. "By me," says Wisdom, "Yahweh formed the earth." "I am 

understanding;" and "by understanding He established the heavens." As a 

comment upon this, it may be remarked that in Job it is written: "By His 

SPIRIT He garnished the heavens;" or in the words of David, "By the WORD 

of Yahweh were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the Spirit of 

His mouth." For He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast. 

From these premises, then, it is evident that Wisdom, the Word, and the Spirit, 

are but different terms, expressive of the same thing; so that the phrases, “the 

Spirit of Wisdom,” and "the Spirit of Counsel and of Might" are combinations 

expressive of the relations of the Spirit in certain cases.  

 

The apostle John, in speaking of this, saith, "In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was 

made not any thing which exists. In Him was life, and the life was the light of 

men." This appears to me to be a very intelligible account of the matter. The 

Word, Wisdom, Spirit, God, all one and the same; for He, being the fountain 

and origin, is as the emanation from Himself.  

 

Now this Spirit, Word, or Spirit of Wisdom, Peter styles "the Spirit of Christ, 

which was in the prophets;" or in the words of Nehemiah, who saith to 

Yahweh concerning Israel, "Thou gavest also Thy good Spirit to instruct 

them;" "many years didst Thou forbear them, and testifiedst against them by 

Thy Spirit in Thy prophets." But why was the good spirit of Yahweh in the 

prophets styled by Peter the Spirit of Christ? Because it was the same spirit 

that dwelt in Noah, Moses, and the prophets; that afterwards dwelt in Jesus 

without measure, and so constituted him preeminently the Anointed One, or 

Christ.  

 

Now, of this anointing it is said in the prophets concerning "the man whose 

name is the Branch”—"The Spirit of Yahweh shall rest upon him; the Spirit 

of Wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and of Might, the Spirit 

of Knowledge and of the fear of Yahweh ; and shall make him of quick 

understanding in the fear of Yahweh." This was one spirit, not many ; and 
styled in the New Testament, "the Eternal Spirit through whom Jesus offered 

himself without fault to God."  

 

"The Spirit of Yahweh," said David, "spake by me, and His word was in my 

tongue." Let us hear, then, what the Eternal Spirit saith by David in the fortieth 
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Psalm: "sacrifice and offering Thou didst not desire; (aznaim kharitha li) ears 

hast Thou carved for me: burnt-offering and sin-offering Thou hast not 

required. Then I said, Lo! I come: it is written of me in the volume of the book, 

Thy will, Ο my God, I delight to do; yea, Thy law is within my heart. I have 

preached righteousness in the great congregation:  lo, I have not refrained my 

lips, Ο Yahweh, Thou knowest." Thus spake the Eternal Spirit of Wisdom, 

who was brought forth before the earth had being, and who was from the 

beginning by Yahweh, as one brought up with Him. Did not Yahweh, then, 

sustain the relation of a Father to the Spirit; called " eternal," because, previous 

to the beginning, it was in Him, concentrated and condensed in His Divine 

Substance, not having then as yet irradiated, or been brought forth therefrom? 

“Yea, the Spirit of Wisdom is the Son or Offspring of God," by whom all 

things were created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things 

were created by him and for him: and he is before all things, and by him all 

things consist."  

 

Again, the Spirit of Wisdom saith by David concerning the ears carved of the 

Father for him, "(atzmi) My body was not hid from Thee, which was formed 

in secret, and diversified in the lower parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see my 

embryo, (galmi); and all of them upon Thy books were written in what days 

they should be fashioned, when not one of them existed."  

 

These testimonies show that in a time appointed, the Eternal Spirit of Wisdom 

would connect itself with a body that would be formed in embryo, as other 

human bodies are; and that there was a time in relation to this body when not 

one of its members existed; for the decree of their future manifestation at a 

predetermined date was recorded, saith the Spirit, "when there was not one of 

them" (welo echad bahem). The last quotation from the Spirit concerning the 

body it intended to shine through is very remarkable. He speaks of its first 

being formed in secret; that is, in embryo: and then of its being embroidered 

or diversified (rukkamti), "in the lower parts of the earth;" that is, in the grave. 

Is it not reasonable to conclude that the Spirit of Wisdom would contemplate 

this body with great interest and affection even before it had a being, styling 

it "My soul," "My darling” and affirming wonderful things concerning it, 

which, before its creation, could be declared only of Himself? It is; hence, 

when he foresees it encompassed by dogs, he saith to Yahweh, "Deliver my 

soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog!" And when he 

foresees the body embroidered with glory derived from its eternal union with 

himself, he calls it by his own Father's name, "the Lord of hosts," and says, 
"the God of the whole earth shall he be called."  

 

Yahweh styles this body He promised to prepare for the Spirit of Wisdom, a 

precious stone; and said, “I will engrave the graving thereof." In other words, 

He would not permit the Spirit of Christ to manifest Him through an ordinary 
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human body—ordinary, in its origin, as being born of blood, or of the will of 

the flesh, or of the will of man. He had told Abraham and David that the body 

should be taken from their race and nature; but that when the days for its being 

fashioned should arrive, He would engrave, dig, or carve it out Himself; so 

that it should be to Him a son—son to David according to its nature; son to 

Yahweh, as having formed it by His Spirit.  

 

This, however, was not to be all.  It was to be embellished as well as engraved. 

The engraving was to be in the fashioning of the fetus in utero; but the 

diversifying of the body was to take place in the grave. When it entered this, 

styled "the lower parts of the earth," it was as a victim sorely infected with 

disease; but, before its departure thence, the disease was to be cured, and the 

body made perfectly sound, and incorruptible. Hence, it was made different, 

or diversified, from its original constitution; and became thenceforth an 

appropriate medium for the eternal manifestation of the Spirit of Wisdom, 

"whose delights are with the eons of men."  

 

Now, if these things be duly comprehended, the prophetic testimony 

concerning the body to be prepared for the Spirit in the days appointed, will 

not be difficult of comprehension. The testimony has relation first, to the body 

before its diversification in the grave; and second, after that operation has been 

perfected. These divisions must not be confounded; for the things they treat 

of are as diverse as corruption and incorruptibility—blood-flesh and body in 

eternal union with the Spirit.  

 

Of his future body before its diversification, the Spirit of Wisdom saith, 

“There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger ; nor rest in my 

bones because of my sins. For mine iniquities are gone over my head; as a 

heavy burden they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink and are corrupt 

because of my sin. I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning 

all the day long. For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease, and there is 

no soundness in my flesh." " Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did 

my mother conceive me." "Deliver me from my persecutors; for they are 

stronger than I. Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy name." The 

reason why the Spirit speaks thus of its body, is, because it was to be a Sin-

Body before it should be diversified or made different. Being fashioned out 

of Abraham's nature, it could be no other; for that nature being human nature, 

“in iniquity," "sin," "without soundness," “corrupt because of sin," "loins 

filled with a loathsome disease," are expressions which define its quality. 

Hence, in the New Testament, it is styled, "sinful flesh," or flesh full of sin; 
and sometimes simply "sin." If it be asked, why the body was to be of this 

quality first? The answer is, because sin was to be condemned in the flesh of 

a sinless character; which would have been impossible, if there had been, in 

the physical sense, no sin there. Thus, by preparing a sin-body, or a body made 

of sinful flesh, for the Spirit of Wisdom, He laid upon that Spirit "the iniquity 
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of us all;" and when the time came to make it “an offering for sin," it was  

offered through the Eternal Spirit;" and thus, in the Spirit's own body our sins 

were borne upon the tree.  

 

But of all bodies woman-born, which was the body fashioned for the Spirit? 

This question could be answered only by Him who engraved the graving 

thereof in secret. All who profess to believe the New Testament confess that 

the body born of Mary was the Sin Covering, or Vail, for the Spirit, to be rent 

in due time. "And the Word" says John, "became flesh;" not, however, in utero 

but some thirty years afterwards, when the Spirit of Wisdom descended from 

the Father in the form of a Dove, and filled the son of Mary with 

understanding, counsel, and might, knowledge and the fear of Yahweh: and 

then, when the Eternal Spirit united Himself to the body prepared of the 

Father, a voice from the excellent glory said, "This is My beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased!"  

 

After this union was effected between the Eternal Spirit and the nature of 

Abraham, "the Life which was the light of men shone into the darkness;" and 

the Galileans who sat therein, saw the greatness of it; and as one of them says, 

“we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 

grace and truth;" but generally speaking, "the darkness comprehended it not;" 

for it was “the region and shadow of death" in which it blazed. Behold then 

the Lamp ordained for David! “The true light which enlighteneth every man 

coming into the state. He was in the state, and the state was made by him, and 

the state knew him not. He came into his own land, and his own people did 

not receive him: but as many as received him, to them gave he power to 

become children of God, to them believing into his name," whose faith leads 

them into his name; who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of flesh, nor 

of the will of man, but of God.  

 

The Eternal Spirit walked, and taught, and accomplished mighty works in this 

body for three years and a half. When in the temple he said to the Jews, 

"Destroy this temple," alluding to his body, "and in three days I will raise it 

up." On another occasion, “I am the living bread which came down from 

heaven: if any man eat of this bread he shall live in the age: and the bread that 

I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." And again, 

"I speak that which I have seen with my Father. I proceeded forth and came 

from God; neither came I of myself, but He sent me. Abraham rejoiced to see 

my day; and he saw it and was glad." By this the Jews understood him to say 

that he had seen Abraham, which greatly surprised them: but he astonished 
them still more by saying, "Before Abraham was born I am."  

 

In another place the Spirit continues, "he that hath seen me hath seen the 

Father, who dwells in me, and doeth the works. Believe me, that I am in the 

Father, and the Father in me. Because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye 
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shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you." After all this, 

can there be any doubt in our correspondent's mind as to the meaning of the 

Spirit of Wisdom, when he addresses the Father through the body in which he 

walked, saying, "And now, Ο Father, glorify thou me with Thine own self, 

with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was?"  

 

The body of Jesus had no existence before its formation in Mary; but the Spirit 

of Christ which forsook it on the cross a short space before the Vail of the 

temple was rent in twain, was " brought forth" from everlasting "or ever the 

earth was." "It was with God and was God;" and was revealed to Moses as 

Yahweh, or I shall be; because he would meet him again in an Abrahamic Veil 

upon the Mount of Transfiguration; and hereafter. 

____________________________ 

 

Jesus, the Eternal Spirit-Word made flesh was at once the altar, victim, 

and High Priest whose offering was his own flesh. 

 

“Jesus being set forth by the Deity a propitiatory for the remission of sins 

that are past through faith in his blood (Rom. 3:25) exhibits him in relation 

to the believer of the truth as an Altar—the real Ailelohai-Yisraail and 

Yahweh-nissi. The Word made Flesh was at once the victim, the altar, 

and the priest. The Eternal Spirit-Word was the High Priestly Offerer 

of His own Flesh, whose character was without spot—“holy, harmless, 

undefiled, and separate from sinners;” “who knew no sin;” yet whose nature 

was in all points like ours—“sin’s flesh,” in which dwells no good thing—

Heb. 9:14; 7:26; 2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 8:3; 7:18; Heb. 2:14–17. John Thomas, 

Eureka 2:224. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The Messiah was proclaimed High Priest after the order of Melchisedec 

500 years after the law, and 1000 years before the birth of Jesus. 

 

“As Christ's priesthood was not authorized by the Mosaic Covenant, 

something was necessary on which to found it. This necessity was provided 

for in the Word of the Oath which runs thus—"I have sworn, and will not 

repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the Order of Melchizedec." This oath 

was uttered by Jehovah upwards of 500 years after the Law was given 

from Sinai; and constitutes the right of David's son to the priesthood of 

the kingdom; as the oath sworn to David also entitles his son to its throne for 

ever. The grand peculiarity, then, of the New Constitution of the kingdom 
over the Old is, the union of the High priesthood and kingly office in one 

person, of the tribe of Judah and family of David unchangeably, or for ever.”  

John Thomas, Herald of the Kingdom 1851, pg. 178. 
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Hints for Bible Markers 
 

Brothers and sisters, we must retract part of our opening statement on this 

Psalm, regarding ignoring the opening statement in verse one. For we must 

comment on it. We would here provide proof of its being penned by David 

“in the day the LORD delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies and 

from the hand of Saul.” We read in 2 Samuel 22:1, “And David spoke unto the 

LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD had delivered him out 
of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul:” When we compare 

the next 49 verses of 2 Samuel, we find a duplicate of this Psalm in meaning 

and almost a word for word replication. This does not change the fact that this 

is a Psalm of Christ. There are many verses which cannot be applied to David, 

most notably, verses 21–24, and 43–45. 

 

And while we are discussing 2 Samuel 22 and Psalm 18, there is a quote from 

bro. Thomas which we would like to include. He is having a discussion with 

a man named Nathanael over “the last words of David” (2 Samuel 23) 

showing that David could not have written this psalm the day he was delivered 

out of the hand of Saul. It had to have been written much later. Our brother 

writes (Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come, Volume 11, 1861, Page 77): 

“Let us look at this a little. The “piece of poetry” referred to occupies the 

whole of the twenty-second chapter and stands among the Psalms as the 

eighteenth. But Nathanael is not without guile in stating the compiler’s 

words. He has left out a very important little word, which, when supplied, 

indicates that he and all his commentators are wrong in supposing that 

David wrote it before he ascended the throne. This word is כ׃ל, kŏl, “all,” 

or everyone. He composed the “song” in the day Yahweh delivered him 

out of the hand of All his enemies;” and surely it will not be denied that 

David had to contend with enemies,” and surely it will not be denied that 

David saw the force of this, no doubt, and therefore, to sustain “the 

historical point of view,” had to substitute “and other enemies,” for “all 

his enemies,” presuming that we should never see the little piece of 

cunning craftiness, or if we did, that we should be so overpowered by the 

authority of “all commentators,” that we should let it pass.  The 

agreement of these commentators proves nothing.  Nevertheless, we are 

not tenacious upon this point.  For the sake of the argument, we will grant 

that David wrote it before he ascended the throne.  It was doubles, written 

before or afterwards; we care not which .  We look at the song itself, and 

do not hesitate to affirm that it was not fulfilled in David.” 

 
Psalm 18:1 

“I will love thee, O LORD, my strength.” 

 

This is fairly obvious in intent and meaning. We have included the following 

information for those who might be inclined to some follow up study and 
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contemplation. Because it does get a bit confusing when we look at the root 

words love and strength. Love, Strong’s number H7355, is translated  mercy, 

compassion, or pity 45 out of 47 times used. It is translated love only in this 

instance. The word for strength, Strong’s number H2391, is only used once in 

the bible and we have it in this verse. It is intriguing that this part of verse one 

is not in 2 Samuel 22:1. It is written in the Septuagint thusly, “I shall love you, 

O LORD, of my strength.” As well as most other translations.  

 

In this Psalm we find a mind that truly loves the LORD. This mind recognizes 

that the only source of strength comes from God. A mind that completely 

understands and believes that Yahweh will fulfill all His promises when He 

deems it the proper time. It is our duty to fix these concepts in our hearts and 

minds and to emulate them in our daily walk. 

 

Psalm 18:2 

“The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my 
strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and 

my high tower.” 

 

We open up the thoughts of the verse pointing out the LORD is our rock or 

support, our fortress or protector, our deliverer or salvation. The defense in 

whom we are to trust. We now come to a buckler. What is a buckler? We learn 

from Noah Webster's  Dictionary of American English (1828), a buckler is “A 

kind of shield, or piece of defensive armor, anciently used in war. It was 

composed of wood, or wickers woven together, covered with skin or leather, 

fortified with plates of brass or other metal, and worn on the left arm. On the 

middle was an umbo, boss or prominence, very useful in causing stones and 

darts to glance off. The buckler often was four feet long and covered the whole 

body.” A continuation of the idea of defense. 

 

We now come to the horn, a symbol of power. I have been told that a Texas 

long horn steer can kill a person by accident, just by turning its head. The 

strength of the neck and power of the horn can skewer a person. Horns can 

also signify governmental power when they are distinguished by a number. 

For example: Zechariah 1:18-19,  “Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and 

behold four horns. And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be 

these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, 

Israel, and Jerusalem.” The horns represent the kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-

Persia, Greece, and Rome. In the verse under consideration, the horn 

symbolizes the power of our salvation. Again with “the horn of my salvation, 
and my high tower“ demonstrating defense. Just as Christ did, we are to put 

our faith in the power of God to be our defense against the calamities that 

come upon us in this present evil world. 

 

Continued next month should the Lord will                           bro. Beryl Snyder  




